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HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL 



PREFACE 



TO 



THE TATLER. 



A PRINCIPLE of gratitude must naturally 
be awakened in every generous mind when he 
peruses the pages of that distinguished class of 
writers, the Beitish Essayists. At the dawn of 
the eighteenth century appeared this eminently 
useful class of literary men. — It was at this pe- 
riod that they began by their labours to amuse 
and instruct the world; and by their writings 
* to bring philosophy out of closets and libraries, 
schools and colleges, to dwell in clubs and as- 
semblies, at tea-tables, and in cofifee-houses f — 
to issue from the pres^ those precepts iVvaVVwaN^ 
Ta^/er b 
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SO eminently tended to enlighten and adorn the 
path of common life, and form the manners of 
our nation. 

Of the origin of this species of writing the 
celebrated Dr. Johnson has given a sketch, 
which, though written in advanced liie, is 
highly valuable for el^ance of diction, and 
justice of remark. 

^ To teach the m'muter decencies and inferior 
duties,^ says he, ^ to regulate the practice of daily 
conversatl(Hi, to correct those depravities which 
are rather ridiculous than criminal, and remove 
those grievances, which if they produce no last- 
ing calamiues, impress hourly vexation, was first 
attempted by Casa, in his book of Manners, and 
Castiglione in his Courtier; two books yet ce- 
lebrated in Italy for purity and elegance, and 
which, if they are now less ^ad, are ne- 
glected only because they have effected that re- 
formation which their authors intended, and 
their precepts now are no longer wanted, Tlieir 
usefulness to the age in which they were written 
is sufficiently attested by the translations which 
almost all the nations of Europe were in haste 
to obtain. 

^ This species of instruction was ccoitinued, 
an)d perhaps advanced, by the French : ^among 
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whom La Bbutbr^s Manners of the Age, 
though, as BoiLEAU remarked^ it is written 
without connexion, certainly deserves great 
praise, for liveliness of description, and just- 
ness of observation. 

' Before the Tatleb and Spectator, if the 
writers for the theatre are excepted, England 
had no masters of common life. No writers had 
yet undertaken to reform dther the savageness 
of neglect, or the impertinence of civility ; to 
shew when to speak, or to be silent ; how to re- 
fuse, or how to comply. We had many books 
to teach us our more important duties, and to 
settle opinions in philosophy or pohtics: but 
BR Arbiter eleganiiarum^ a judge of propriety, 
was yet wanting, who should survey the track 
€ff daily conversation, and free it from thorns 
and prickles, which teaze the passer, though 
they do not wound hinu 

^ For this purpose nothing is so proper as the 
frequent publication of short papers, which we 
read not as a study, but amusement. If the sutv 
ject be slight, the treatise likewise is short The 
busy may find time, and the idle may find 
patience. 

' Tliis mode of conveying cheap and easy 
Jinowledge begun among us m iVve c\V^ ^«t^ 

6 2 



XVI HISTORICAL AND 

when it was much the interest of either party 
io raise and fix the prejudices of the people. 
At that time appeared Mercuritis AuHcug, 
Mercurius RtMticuSy and Mercurius Civicus, 
It is said that when any title grew popular, 
it was stolen by the antagonist, who by this 
stratagem conveyed his notions to those who 
would not have received him, had he not worn 
the appearance of a friend, llie tumult of those 
unhappy days left scarcely any man leisure to 
treasure up occasional compositions; and so 
much were they neglected, that a complete col- 
lection is no where to be found. 

* These Mercuries were succeeded by 
KEsteange's Observatob, and that by 
Lesley's Rehearsal, and perhaps by others : 
but hitherto nothing had been conveyed to 
the people, in this commodious manner, but 
controversy relating to the church or state; 
of which they taught many to talk, whom 
they could not teach to judge. 

^ It has been suggested that the Royal 
Society was instituted soon after the Restora- 
tion, to divert the attention of the people 
from public discontent. The Tatler and 
Spectator had the same tendency: they 
were published at a tim^ when two parties 
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loud, restless, and violent, each with jiaumble 
declarations^ and each perhaps without aoy 
distinct termination of its views, were agi- 
tating the nation: to minds heated with po- 
litical contest, they supplied cooler and 
more inoffensive reflections ; and it is said by 
Addison, in a subsequent work, that thej had 
a perceptible influence upon the conversation 
of that time, and taught the frolic and the 
gay to unite merriment with decency; an 
effect which they can never wholly lose, 
while they continue to be amongst tite first 
books by which both sexes are initiated in 
the elegancies of knowledge/ 

If it was the aim of the first Essayists to 
direct the public attention to subjects that, like 
those of Lord Vbrulah, ^ came home to men^s 
business and bosoms,^ a wide field lay before 
them, for the cultivation of which httle provi- 
sion had been made by preceding authors. 
There were innumerable topics, which, though 
of great importance in promoting regularity 
and pr(^)riety in social life, and securing the 
happiness of the domestic relations, had been 
but superficwlly touched upon by^any of the 
teachers of wisdom. The weightier morab and 
the Christian virtues, the grosser vice^ axA d^^- 

b3 
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pravities, were indeed duly attended to in the 
discourses'of our English Divines, which form 
a body of religious and moral instruction, such 
as no other nation can hope to rival ; but the 
freaks and vagaries of fashion, operating upon 
various tempers, and creating many varieties 
of character, and many modifications of ab- 
surdity, whatever influence they might have 
upon society, were excluded from a place 
where nothing can intrude but what is ca- 
pable of grave discussion. 

We cannot make a just estimate of the litera- 
ture of a country if we do not take into our 
consideration its political government, and the 
advantages or obstructions which they may 
present to genius and imagination. If our 
Essayists have excelled in humour, they 
owe their materials and their opportunities to 
circumstances that are not known in other 
countries — to the freedom of our constitution — 
to the vast extension of commerce — to the 
forms of social intercourse, the general relish 
for conversation, and unconstrained interchange 
of sentiments ; to a taste for dress, to the in- 
teimixture of the sexes in all companies ; — and" 
to the operation of wealth on minds of strong 
or weak texture. A these circumstances pre- 
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sent a numerous class of characters ; which, as 
tliey display themselves openly, without fear 
and without shame, become the prey of the 
wit, and present him with such opportunities of 
exposing improprieties and wrong notions to 
ridicule, as no systematic study or philosophical 
contemplation could suggest. 

When the Essayists, whose works o(»npose 
these volumes, began to write, they found this 
wide field almost entirely unoccupied. Their 
predecessors and their contemporaries, as Dr. 
Johnson has observed, meddled only with 
politics, which, as they discussed them, re- 
quired neither wit nor learning. Elegance of 
style was but little known at that time in any 
prose compositions : and wit, confined chiefly 
to the stage, was associated with the grossest 
immorality. In such an undertaking, then, 
the regulation of taste became a principal 
object. The passions also would prove a rich 
source of remark, both serious and humorous. 
To treat of love is the peculiar province of 
this class of writers ; and jealousy enters so 
deeply into every species of gallantry as to af- 
ford another very fertile source of humourous 
character and observation, as well as of more 
grave and important discussion. Maeriage 
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has also been considered by our Essayists in 
every possible light ; and the influence of 
FRiBNDSHiP upon thfe State of society presents 
another series of characters and remarks, of 
great importance. Its nature and properties 
are therefore frequently discussed in these 
volumes ; and it will be found that the crimes 
or whims of Phide, Envy, and Rbtkngb, 
occupy no inconsiderable part of the lucubra- 
tions of the Essayists, and afFord some of the 
most striking pictures of real life, and displays 
of genuine humour. 

Such are a few of the leading subjects which 
have been touched upon by tins distinguished 
class of writers ; but on examining these papers 
it will be found that no topic connected with 
the general good of mankind is left unnoticed. 
Of the works written upon this plan, the first 
in point of lime is the Tatler. The design 
of this Mork belonging exclusively to Sir 
Richard Steele, we shall present to our 
readers the best- authenticated account we can 
obtmn of one who has bequeathed to posterity 
so eminently useful a legacy. 

Sir Richard Steeub was born at Dublin, 
according to one account, in 1671 ; but another, 
by conjecture, places his birth about 1676. His 
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' father, who was of English extraction, had been 
for some time private secretary to the first Duke 
of Ormond, through whose influence Richard, 
who was sent at an early age to England, was 
placed in the Charter-house school. In 1691 
he was entered of Morton-college, Oxford. Of 
his academical life nothing is known, except that 
he composed a comedy durmg his residence, 
which, by the advice of a fellow-colegian, he 
had the good sense to suppress. He left the 
University without taking a degree ; and feel- 
ing a strong inclination for the military pro^ 
fession, he went into the army, at first in no 
higher a rank than that of a private in the 
horse guards. His frank and generous temper 
gained him friends, and procured for him an 
cnsign^s commission in the guards. Not being 
able to resist the temptation^ incident to his 
age and situation, he drew up a little treatise 
for his own admonition, which he entitled 
" The Christian Hero;'* and, as a greater 
check upon his conduct, he printed it in 1701, 
at which time he was private secretary to Lord 
Cutts, and had obtained by his means a com- 
pany in a regiment of fusileers. ITie serious- 
ness of this work exposed him to some ridicule 
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among his companions, especially as it seems to 
have failed in producing a correspondent re- 
gularity of morals ; he therefore thought fit, as 
he says, to enliven his character by appearing 
as the author of a comedy, and in that year he 
brought on the stage his ^* Funeral, or Grief i 
la Mode.^ This piece proved successful, and 
is not yet entirely withdrawn from the list of 
acting plays : it had the merit of uniting en- 
tertainment with a more direct purpose of mo* 
ral improvement than was usual among the 
dramatists of that time. Either on this or 
other accounts he attracted the notice of King 
William, who meant to have bestowed some 
mark of favour on him, but did not live to* 
bring his intention to effect* The recommen- 
dation of Addison to Lords Halifax and Sun- 
derland, however, caused him in the beginnmg 
of Queen Anne's reign to be appointed to the 
post of Gazette-writer, an humUe appendage 
to the ministry, requiring chiefly the qualities 
of obedience and discretion. His comedy d 
the " Tender Husband" was acted with great 
success in 1704; and was followed by the 
" Lying Lover,'' which met with a different 
fate. Its condemnation wa» imputed by him- 
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self to its piety : it had probably too much of 
the sentimental or sermonizing strain to please 
the audiences of that age. 

In 1709 Steele made a commencement of 
that series of periodical papers, which, more 
than any of his other exertions, has contributed 
to place his name among the principal Uterary 
benefactors of his country. The ** Tatlkr,*' 
with which it begun, was formed upon a plan 
which bore marks of crudity, for it included 
the political information of a common news- 
paper. Its leading purpose, however, was to 
improve the public morals and manners by 
holding up to ridicule fashionable follies and 
vices of every kind, and inculcating just and 
liberal sentiments on common topics, with a 
general regard to the proper decorums of social 
life. Steele himself was qualified for this task 
by a knowledge of the world acquired in free 
converse with it, by natural humour and viva- 
city, and by a generous and benevolent way of 
thinking. He had also the feUcity of being 
able to engage coadjutors, some of them much 
superior in genius to himself, of whom it is 
sufficient to mention Swift, and especially Ad- 
dison, the name whkh first occurs to every 
reader of these periodical writings- TVveTkT- 
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LER was extensively circulated ; and as in the 
political department it sided with the existing 
ministry, Steele obtained the reward of a place 
among the eotiimissioners of the stamp ditties, 
which he retained after tlie dismission of the 
ministers who had granted it. In 1711 this 
paper was succeeded by the more celebrated 
" Spectator," in which the plan was matured, 
the politics of the day were rejected, and the 
assistance of Addison and other eminent wri- 
ters was more constant, though Steele conti- 
nned to supply the staple When this was 
brought to a close, llie publication of tlie 
" Guardii^n" commenced, in 1^1 3, and for a 
time was carried on in the same spirit ; but 
Steele was now too earnestly engaged in oppo- 
sition to the ministry to restrain liis pen, and it 
was terminated in the same year. He afterwards 
engaged in other periodical works, but they all 
appear to have been subservient to party, and 
have long been forgotten. 

On taking upon himself a decided political 
character, he resigned his post in the stamp- 
office, and likewise a pension which he had 
hitherto received as having belonged to the 
household of the late Prince George of Den- 
mark, His object was now to obtain a seat in 
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parliament ; and when it met after the disso- 
lution, he was returned a representative for the 
borough of Stockbridge. Not long, however, 
after taking his seat, he was expelled as the 
author of certain publications to which his 
name was prefixed, and which were voted to 
be seditious and scandalous libels. The most 
noted of these, entitled "The Crisis,'* has since 
appeared te have been written by Mr. William 
Moore, a lawyer, and a political coadjutor of 
Steele's, His [offence in these pieces is stated 
to have been " that they contained many ex- 
pressions highly reflecting upon Her Majesty, 
upon the nobility, gentry^ clergy, and univer- 
sities of this kingdom, maliciously insinuating 
that the Protestant succession in the house of 
Hanover is in danger under Her Majesty's ad- 
ministration." He was defended by Addison, 
the Walpoles, Lords Finch, Lumley, and 
Hinchinbroke ; but the party in power was 
determined upon the sacrifice, and by a ma- 
jority of 245 to 152, the charge against him 
was affirmed. After his expulsion he engaged 
in some new literary undertakings ; but on the 
accession of George I. he was placed in a bet- 
ter situation by the appointment to the sur- 
veyorship of the royal stables at Haro^VoTL 
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tHiurt, ami a nominatioQ to the commiwaon of 
ihf |HNict» for Middlesex. HaTiDg mlao pro* 
C'lirMl a licence to be chief manage of the xoyal 
('4iiii|iaiiy of coiuediaDs> he had interest to get 
it t*xchaiiged for a patent &r life> as governor 
d' that contpauy. In the first parliament of 
i\w new reign he re-entered the house as meni* 
in^r for lk>roughbridge ; and in April 1715 he 
iHH'i4vtHl the hoiu)ur of knighthood on present- 
iiig Mil aildrcHM, The more substantial reward 
of fi(N)l. was also given him by Sir Bobert 
WaliHile for special services. Thus encoi> 
rMginli his fertile pen produced a Tarie^ of 
|Militical tracts, of which it may be said that 
(ht*re is no doubt of his being sincere in the 
NiipiNirt of the cause which he adopted, and of 
which he was the advocate, aa well in its du- 
bious an in its triumphant state. Having been 
appointedi iu 1717, one of the commisskxiers 
for inquiring into the estates forfeited by the 
late rebellion in Scotland, he went to that 
coimtry, and was treated in it with great re- 
spect, notwithstanding the unwelcomeness of 
his errand. He there conceived the project of 
forming an union between the Scotch and Eng- 
lish churches, and had conferences with seve- 
" ^he presbyterian ministers on the restora- 
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tion cf efnscopacy; but his seal in thit^case^ 
however benevolent, seepns to have been little 
directed by judgment. The character of a pro- 
jector, indeed, was one part of Steele's corapo- 
Mtion ; and it was both the effect and cause of 
that perpetual embarrassment of circumstances 
under which he laboured, and which was prin-^ 
dpally owing to a radical want of economy 
and an inclination to expense. He had mar* 
lied for his first wife a lady of Barbadoes, who 
thought him a valuable plantation on the death 
of her brother ; and for his second, the daugh- 
ter of Jonathan Scurlock, Esq. of Llangunnor^ 
m Caemmrthehshire^ with whom he had a good 
fortune; yet he 8eem» to have been always* 
necesflitoiis. A project for conveying fish to 
market idive^ for which he obtained a patent 
in 1718, instead of retrieving bis affSdrs^ only 
involved him deeper. It were to be wished 
that bis distresses had occasioned no other sa» 
erifices tban that of money ; but there is reasoi^ 
to suppose that they sometimes interfered with 
the dictates of conscience. Whiston in his^ 
Memdrs has related, that having once met 
wkh Steele after he had given a vote in parMa- 
mat contrafry to former declarations^ to hi& 
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reproaches for inconsistency the knipi^t replied^ 
*^ Mr. Whiston, you can walk on foot, but I 
cannot." Steele's spirit was, howev^*, by no 
means formed for implicit submission ; and 
for his opposition in 1719 to the peerage bill, 
supported by the ministry, he was deprived 
of his theatrical patent He appealed to the 
public in a paper called *^ The Theatre ;'* and 
in 1720 he pleaded the cause of the nation by 
a pamphlet against the pernicious South*iea 
scheme. He was restored in the next year to 
his authority at Drury-lane theatre, and soon 
after made an addition both to his fame and 
fortune by his comedy of <<The ConsdoiiS 
Lovers," first acted in 1722. This piece was 
received with extraordinary applause, and long 
stood at the head of comedies of the moral 
and sentimental class. The King munificently 
presented him with 5001. for the dedication ; 
but his habitual pecuniary embarrassments still 
pressed upon him, and obliged him to sell his 
share in the playhouse. He had the additional 
misfortune of maintaining a lawsuit with the 
managers, which was decided against him* 
Broken now equally in fortune and constitu- 
tion, he retired to his estate in Wales, where 
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a paraljlie stroke first impaired his under* 
standing, and finally terminated his life in 
September^ 1729; 

Sir Richard Steele appears to hare been 
much beloved in society, for the bencTolent 
warmth and openness of his disposition, and 
his entire freedom from jealoui^ or malevo- 
lence. In point of understanding he is per- 
haps ratheF to be called a man of parts, than a 
man of genius, none of his productions rising 
higher than die efforts of a lively fancy, exer- 
cised on a variety of topics, but with little 
feroe or accuracy. His style and his train of 
thinking are equally lax and incorrect. He 
was a lover of virtue, and often painted it in 
pleasing and attractive colours, but neither his 
example nor precept were unexceptionable. 
Hia reputation as a writer seems to have been 
much mdebted to the partnerships he formed ; 
but his name is certainly enUtled to a place ^ 
among those^ which throw peculiar lustre upon 
that period of English literature. 

Such are the outlines of the life of Sie 
HiCHABD Steele. To have entered more 
into detail would have led us into a very wide 
field) which to most readers would have been 
barren of entertainmtot. The Tjltl£& xoqi^ 

c 3 
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from small beginnings. Tt does not appear 
tlmt Steele foresaw to what perfection thii 
method of writing might be brought. The 
first paper, as has been already noticed, made 
its appearance on Tuesday, April 12, 1709f 
and the days of publication were fixed to be 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

Steele appears to have begun the Tatlbb 
without any concert, or hope of other assist- 
ance than what might come spontaneously. 
His chief dependence was on his intelligence, 
which gave him a superiority over his con- 
temi>orarle8, who were merely news-writers, 
and had never discovered that a periodical 
puper might furnish instruction of a better 
and more lasting kind. 

Addison is said to have first discovered 
Stkble to be the author of the Tatleb by a 
criticism of his own introduced in N^ 6. Ad- 
dison was at this time in Ireland, secretary 
to Lord Wharton, Lord Lieutenant, and 
gave Steele an early proof of his regard 
by sending contributions to his work. In 
N° 18, the * Distress of News- writers' is cer- 
tainly his ; and the first part of the paper on 
sign-posts has very much of his manner. 
N* 20 is likewise assigned to him* His 



BIOGAAPHICAL PREFACE. XXXI 

Other papers are assigned on indubitable au- 
thority. 

Such an assistant as Addison was of in- 
calculable value to Steblb ; by his union his 
views became enlarged, and public attention 
more generally drawn to the paper, and he 
soon rose to the dignity of a teacher of wis* 
dom and morals. His improvement is visi- 
ble from about N" 82 or 83 ; N" 92, 95, 109, 
132) may be referred to for their great excel- 
lence. Steele's admirable papers on duelling 
were aunong the first successful attempts on 
that remnant of barbarism. 

It is thought that some part of the popularity 
of the Tatlers, during their first, publication, 
was owing to an opinion, that the characters de- 
scribed in an unfavourable light, and held up 
to ridicule or contempt, were real ; and the au- 
thors, being aware that nothing can render a 
work more popular than the supposition that 
it contains a proportion of scandal or personal 
history, were not very anxious to deprive them- 
selves of a hold on the public mind which they 
could, and had the virtue, to turn to the best of 
purposes. 

Thirty-four of the Tatlers are attributed 
to Steelb and Adpison in oon^uxvcl^icv. 
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Forty-one are given to Addtson alone, of 
which N"* 132, 216, 220, 224, 250, 253, 256, 
259, and 264, are admirable examples of that 
exquisite humour which afterwards became ha- 
bitual in this author's writings, and flowed from 
a disposition of mind, easy, equable, and fer- 
tile in ridicule, yet delicate in sentiment and 
expression beyond any kind of wit that had 
hitherto appeared. 

Among the occasional contributors to the 
Tatlbr, Swift has been often mentioned. 
He is said to liave wrote, in N^ 9^ the ' De« 
scription of the Morning :' in N^ 32, the his* 
tory of Madonella: in N^ 35, from internal 
evidence, the family of Ix : in N"" 59, the letter 
signed Obadiah Greenhat : in N^ 63, Mado- 
nella's Platonic College: in N* 66, the first 
article, on pulpit oratory: in N" 67> the pro- 
posal for a Chamber of Fame : in N* 68, a 
continuation of the same : in N"" 70, a letter on 
oratory, signed Jonathan Roaehat : in N** 71» 
a letter on the irregular conduct of a clergy- 
man ; N* 230, entire ; in N" 238, the poetical 
description of a shower ; and N* 258, a short 
letter on the words * Great Britain.' These 
are all the communications that can with any 
oonfldenoe be ascribed to Swift. 
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The next contributor to the Tatleb whom 
we shall notice, is Mr. John Hughes, who i» 
said to have been the author of the letter 
signed JosiaJh^ Couplet in N"* 64 ; that signed 
WUl Trusty in N* 73 ; a letter on the ten- 
dency of the work in N® 76; and the in- 
ventory of a beau's effects in N" 1 18. Some 
farther notice will be taken of Mr. HroHEa 
among the authors of the Spbctator. The 
* Medicine^ a Tale/ in N® 2, was written by 
Mr, WxLLTAM Habbibo)}^ a young gendeman 
of great prcmiise. The very. humorous genea- 
logy of the family of Bickerstaff, in N* 11, ii* 
ascribed by Stbblb in his < Preface to the 
Octavo Edition, 1710/ to Mr. Twisdbn, who 
died at the battle of Mobs, and has a monu- 
ment in Westminster Abbey. The character 
of Aspasia, in N* 42, was written by Cok- 
grbve. The paper on gluttony, N*^ 205^ is> 
ascribed by SrEBiiB, in the * Theatre, N* 26,* 
to a Mr. Fuller. The letter on language, 
education, &c. in N^ 234, was written by Mr. 
James Greenwood, author of an ^ Essay 
towards a practical English Grammar,' and 
teacher of a boarding-school at Woodford ixk 
£sse3(. 
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' These are the names of all the contributors 
whose writings can be ascertained with any de- 
gree of probability. When their contributions 
are deducted, it wiH be seen that the continual 
supply of the work rested chiefly on Steele. 

We shall conclude these preliminary remarks 
by a few observations on the merit and utility 
of Periodical Writings, extracted from the ex- 
cellent Essays illustrative of the Tailer, Spec- 
taton^ and Guardian^ by Dr. Deake. 

** Few contrivances,'' says this writer, **have 
been found more effectual toward correcting thv 
foibles and lighter vices of mankind, or better 
calculated to difibse a taste for Kterature and 
refinement, than the periodical publication of 
short essays. To comprehend the intrkaciet 
of speculative science, or to relish the elaboraie 
productions of genius, requires not only the 
education of many years, but mudi subsequent: 
leisure through life ; and such are the neces- 
sary duties assigned to Man, so much of his 
time is occupied in the mere preservation-of 
existence, that there are not many, even in the 
most civilized state of society, who, by inherit- 
ing property, enjoy an exemption from personal 
labour adequate to the ptursuit ; neither among 
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dtoflepriyil^ged i» it oomiiion to find many who 
pooBess the alnUty or inclination to im|Mxive the 
opportunities which opulence has bestowed, ei- 
ther in extending the limits of knowledge, or 
expatiating in the fields of imagination. To 
CTerj one^ however, whatever maj be his rank, 
some pardon of leisure is allotted, and it is of 
infinite importance to the happinen and pro- 
sperity of society that that leisure be properly 
employed. 

^' In a country just rising into consequence 
by commercial effints, where, with the excep- 
tion of a few individuals devoted to an acade- 
mical or professional life, the higher and mid- 
dle classes are but little acquainted with the 
pleasures and advantages of hterature ; where to 
form the character of the gentleman no more 
grammatical knowledge is required than may 
be found in the common mechanic; it will be 
in vain that attention is called to philol(^cal 
inquiry or studied exhortation. On men busied 
in the acquirement of wealth, merely for its 
own sake, or revelling in the grossest sensuali- 
ties, no formal di^lay of the value of science, 
or the beauty and utility of virtue, can be sup- 
posed to produce much effect Under these 
circumstaaces it should be our eudea\o\3a x^ 
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to present the solemn disquisition or sdiolastic 
tome, but to insinuate, under the garb of enter- 
tainment, a relish for and a love of letters, and 
to meliorate or remove by ridicule those mi- 
tiuter vices and follies on which neither law nor 
religion has fixed. It was in this stage of so- 
ciety, when refinement and general knowledge 
had made a very partial progress, that our ear- 
liest periodical papers were written; when the 
chief difficulty was to induce the gay, the 
thoughtless, and the busy, to read even a short 
essay. He who would have trembled at the 
idea of commencing a volume, mustered cou- 
rage, however, to peruse a single sheet, which 
tierminating the subject discussed, and occupy- 
jtig no greater portion of time than could con* 
veniently be spared during the intervals of bu- 
siness or dissipation, offered attractions which 
no publication in the general walk of literature 
had hitherto displayed. To allure those who 
were not otherwise to be acquired, politics were 
at first mingled with the miscellaneous matter, 
until the attention being by various means once 
gained, and the heart and imagination awaken- 
ed, all the benevolent purposes which these ad- 
mirable compositions were intended to effect 
were at length happily obtained. 
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*^ To introduce, therefore, and support a taste 
for elegant literature; to paint virtue in her 
most alluring form; to inculcate attention to 
the decencies, proprieties, and minuter graces 
of domestic life, and to dissipate by well-turned 
ridicule and humoui those fashionable follies and 
lighter shades of vice, which, though apparently 
trivial, undermine the foundations of our happi- 
ness, form the legitimate objects of a periodical 
paper. That these, however, may produce their 
full effect, no common-rate ability is demanded 
on the part of the author. To beauty, accu- 
racy, and vivacity of composition, must be 
added strength of imagination and versatility^ 
<rf style. The tale, the allegory, the virion, 
should relieve or clothe the dryness of didactic 
precept; and the pages animated by the glow 
of sentiment, or the brilliancy of description, 
should be succeeded by the smile of satire, and 
the pleasantries of comic painting. 

** Mere fancy and erudition, however exalted 
or however profound, will be found unequal to 
the production of a work such as we have now- 
described. The labour of the closet, vtrhere taste 
is not wanting, may indeed accimiulate and 
display with critical acumen the beauties of a 
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Homer or a Virgil, or may raise an original 
fabric, the (^spring of luxuriant imagination ; 
but in vain shall we seek for that intimacy with 
tlie human heart, that j ust discrimination of cha- 
racter, so vitally essential to the popularity and . 
utility of* a periodical paper. For these the au- 
thor must have mixed in the motley world 
around him, and marked with a penetrating eye 
the different classes and individuals of mankind, 
in order to select with judgment, for censure or 
for praise, their more prominent features, and 
"with a view toward furnishing that dramatic 
form which alone can give birth to the exquisite 
conceptions of humour. 

*^ A series of papers thus constituted, and 
forming a whole, replete with wit, fancy, and 
instruction, has been proved by long experience 
not only the most useful but the most interest- 
ing and popular of publications. Each sex, 
every rank, and every stage of society, have 
been alike amused and benefitted by these pro- 
ductions. Courtesy, etiquette, and dress, as 
well as morals, criticism, and philosophy, have 
learnt to obey their dictates ; and many import- 
ant truths, many sage lessons for life, have, by 
approaching under the disguise of a trivial and 
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fasbkynable topic, found their way to, and made 
tbdr due impression upon, tliose whom no other 
channel could reach. 

^^ Even in the present age, when literature is 
to a certain degree diffused through almost 
every department, and when refinement nearly 
borders upon excess, essays constructed in the 
original mould still charm. Though the rude- 
ness, the grossness, and improprieties, which 
called forth the wit or the invective of our early 
essayists, no longer exist, there is still a most 
abundant crop of petty vice and folly, of vanity 
and afiectatian, which, though assuming a more 
pplished surface, as loudly demands excision. 
Our manners too, though somewhat softened 
down and amalgamated by the progress cf civi- 
lization, still bear strongly the marks of indivi- 
dual modification, and still furnish to the atten- 
tive and experienced observer numerous origi- 
nal and high- wrought characters ; whilst, at the 
same time, the taste for cadence of period and 
lianmony of style, for the luxuries of fiction 
and the elegancies of critical discussicNQ, now so 
widely disseminated, presents an ample fidd for 
variety and grace. In proof of these remarks 
it may be observed, that from the first appear- 
ance of the Tatler to the present day, wo -^TtfA 
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has been absolutely devuid of periodical esSi^; 
and it can with equal justice be aflirnied, that 
they form a most splendid and liighly valuable 
branch of our national literature. 'I'lie greatest 
masters of our language, the classical writers of 
their age, have exerted the noblest effurts of 
their genius, and afforded us the finest spect- 
niens of their composition, whilst employed in 
the execuUon of those beautiful designs, which, 
if considered for a moment in the light of highly 
finished pictures, how vividly do they express 
the style and manner of their respective artists ! 
In Addison we discern the amenity and ideal 
grace of Raphael ; in Johnson the strength and 
energy of Michael Angclo; in Hawkcsworth 
the rich colouring and warmth of Titian ; the 
legerity and frolic elegance of Albani in the 
productions of Moore, Thornton, and Colman ; 
the pathetic sweetness of Guido in the draughts 
of Mackenzie; aiid ihc fertility ai>d harmonious 
coloiiring of Annibale Caracci in the vivid 
sketches of Cumberland. 

" Prom such an assemblage of diversified ex- 
cellence, he must be fastidious indeed who re- 
ceives not the most pleasurable emotions ; and 
incapable of inatrui;tion, if he leaves it not a 
tetter nor a wiser man. The grave, (he gay» 
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the old^the young, will here find something to 
arrest attention, and to awaken curiosity ; to ex- 
cite the smile of harmless mirth, or draw forth 
the tear of pity ; to illuminate the page of an- 
cient times, or to invigorate the pursuit of vir- 
tue. Such is the useful variety with which these 
writings teemi 1 * When I hold a volume of these 
Miscellanies,^ observes an elegant author, ' and 
run over with avidity the titles of its content?, 
my mind is enchanted, as if it were placed 
among the landscapes of Valais, which Rous- 
seau has described with such picturesque beau- 
ty, I fancy myself seated in a cottage, amid 
those mountains, those valleys, those rocks, en- 
circled by the enchantments of optical illusion. 
I#Iook and behold at once the united seasons.* 
* All cUmates in one place, all seasons in one 
instant.' I gaze at once on a hundred r£un- 
bows, and trace the romantic figures of the 
shifting clouds. I seem to be in a temple 
dedicated to the service of the Goddess of 
Variety.^ 

** The invention of a paper calculated for 
general instruction and entertainment, abound- 
ing in elegant literature, appearing periodical- 
ly, and forming a whole under an assumed 
name and character^ is, without dou)Qi\.) ^o^s^ 
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ascribed to this country, and confers on it no 
small degree of honour. The Tatlkr present- 
eH to Europe in 1709 the first legitimate model. 
At tins period literature and manners in this 
island were far distant from the universality 
and polish which they have since obtained. So 
widely different indeed was their situation from 
any thing we are now familiar with, that, in 
order to place the merit of our early periodical 
productions in its due light, a slight sketch of 
their state, as existing in 1709, will, before we 
enter more at large into our work, be deemed^ 
perhaps, indispensably requisite. 

*^ Though the reign of Queen Anne has been 
generally termed the Augustan age of litera- 
ture in this kingdom, owing to the co-existen -q 
of a few celebrated writers, it is astonishing how 
little, during the greatest part of that period, 
was the information of the higher and middle 
classes of society. To the character of the 
gentleman, neither education nor letters were 
thought necessary ; and any display of learn- 
ing, however superficial, was, among the fa- 
shionable circles, deemed rudeness and pedan- 
try. * That general knowledge,' observes 
Johnson, « which now circulates in common 
talk^ was then rarely to be found. Men not 
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professing learning were not ashamed q£ igno- 
rance ; and, in the female world, any acqu^nt* 
ance with books was distinguished only to be 
censured/ When we reflect, that to expness 
contempt for all literary acquirement was then 
a certain proof of gentility, and ignorance the 
characteristic of superior station (a statement 
which, I believe, previous to the publication of 
the Tatler, is nearly correct), we ought to hesi* 
tate in assigning the epithet of Augustan to diifr 
era of our history. We should recollect that 
jLwo-thirds of the reign of Anne were entirely 
occupied by politics ; that the struggles of fac-- 
tion, the inveterate contentions of the Whigs 
and Tories, banished for many years, even 
among the learned, almost all attention to use- 
ful and elegant pursuits; and that the com* 
mencement of taste, and the diffusion of know* 
ledge, may be dated from the well-timed efforts 
of Steele and Addison, efforts which illuminated 
but the latter days of Anne, and were inde« 
pendent of any engagement from the throne. 
From this time only has the public mind beea 
powerfully exdted to intellectual emulation, 
and gradually has it acquired that polish and 
intimacy with literary subjects which distin- 
guish the present age. It is solely indeed \o v 
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nation that has long cherished a strong relish 
for literature in all its departments, whose taste 
is correct and pure, and which fosters in her 
bosom every rising genius, that the title of Au* 
gustan can be given, and not to the casual ap- 
pearance of a few luminaries, surrounded by 
wastes of interminable darkness. 

** Th^t extension of mental light, which was 
first happily effected by our periodical essayists, 
and which has by degrees led to the brilliancy 
"we now enjoy, had been for a long time inter- 
cepted by the dissolute and licentious manners 
which the court of Charles the Second had in- 
troduced, and which continued for several years 
after the commencement of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, though in a less virulent manner, to pol- 
lute the channels of public decency, and to choke 
the germs of intellectual excellence. 

" Of the success which attended the efforts 
of Steele and Addison« in the reformation and 
improvement of their own immediate age, no- 
thing can afford so decisive a proof as the opi- 
nions of contemporaries competent to form a 
just estimate of the result of their labours. We 
shall only quote one of the numerous produc- 
tions of this kind. It was published on the 
close of the Tatler, and affords a very strik- 



V 
BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. . xl 

ing and satisfactory detail of the salutary 
effect of theTatlerS) Spectators, and Guardians, 
in ameliorating the morals of society, and in 
accelerating the progress of intellectual acquire- 
ment. 

*• To Gay, there is every reason to suppose, 
we are indebted for the description of the moral 
influence of the Tatler. After regretting the re- 
cent decease of Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. he adds, 
* to give you my own thoughts of this gentle- 
man^s writings, I shall in the first place observe, 
that there is this noble difference between him 
and all the rest of our polite and gallant au- 
thors : the latter have endeavoured to please 
the age, by falling in with them, and encourag- 
ing them in their fashionable vices and false no- 
tions of things. It would have been a jest^ some 
time since, for a man to Have asserted that any 
thing witty could be said in praise of a married 
states or that devotion and virtue were any 
way necessary to the character of a fine gentle- 
man. Bickerstaff ventured to tell the town that 
they were a parcel of fops, fools, and vain co- 
quettes ; but in such a manner as even pleased 
them, and made them more than half inclined 
to believe that he spoke truth. 
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<* ^ Instead of complying with the false senti- 
ments or vicious tastes of the age^ either in mo- 
rality, criticism, or good-breeding, he has bold- 
ly assured them, that they were altogether la 
the wrong ; and commanded them, with an aur 
thority which perfectly well became him, to 
surrender themselves to his arguments for vir- 
tue and good sense. 

*f * It is incredible to conceive the effect his 
writings have had on the town; how many 
thousand follies they have either quite banish- 
ed, or given a very great check to ; how much 
countenance they have added to virtue and re- 
ligion ; how many people they have rendered 
happy, by shewing them it was their own fault 
if they were not so ; and lastly, how entirely 
they have convinced our fops and young fellOws 
of the value and advantages of learning. 

** ' He has indeed rescued it out of the hands 
of pedants and fools, and discovered the true 
method of making it amiable and lovely to all 
mankind. In the dress he gives it, it is a most 
welcome guest at tea-tables and assemblies, and 
is relished and caressed by the merchants on 
Change. 

^^ ^ Lastly, his writings have set all our wits 
and men of letters upon a new way of thinkings 
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of which they had little or no notion before ; 
and though we cannot yet say that any of them 
have come up to the beauties of the ori^nal, I 
think we may venture to affirm^ that every one 
of *them writes and thinks much more justly 
than they did some time since.^ 

" Of the almost immediate utility accruing 
to manners and literature from the circulation 
of the Tatler, no passages can be more decisive 
than those which we have quoted ; and to these 
might be added testimonials equally strong 
with regard to the moral and mental operation 
on society of t^te whole body of periodical 
writings which issued from the school of Steele 
and Addison. 

'* The result, indeed, of the publicatipn of 
the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, has been 
of the first national importance. The diffusion 
of private virtue and wisdom must necessarily 
tend to purify and enlighten the general mass ; 
and experience in every age has proved, that 
the strength, the weight, and prosperity of a 
nation, are better founded on knowledge, mo- 
rality, and sound literature, than on the un- 
stable effects of conquest or commerce. Rational 
liberty, indeed, can only be supported by in- 
tegrity and ability ; and it is of little conse- 
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quence to the man who feels for the honour of 
his species, and who knows properly to value 
the character of a freeman, that his country 
has stretched her arms over half the globe, if) 
at the same time, she be immersed in vice, in 
luxury, and sensuality, and subjected to the 
debasing caprice and control of tyranny. 

" It is but just, therefore, to infer, that the 
periodical writings of Addison and of Steele 
have contributed more essentially to the na« 
tibnal goodi to the political influence eren, 
and stability of the British empire, than all 
the efforts of her warriors, however great or 
glorious.^ 
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1. TO MR. MAYNWARING.* 

SIR, 

I H£ state of conversation and business in this town 
haying been long perplexed with Pretenders in both 
kinds; in order to open men's eyes against such 
abuses, it appeared no unprofitable undertaking to 
publish a Paper, which should observe upon the 
manners of the pleasurable as well as the busy part 
of mankind. To mak^ this generally read, it seemed 
the most proper method to form it by way of a Letter 
of Intelligence, consisting of such parts as might 
gratify the curiosity of persons of all conditions, and 
of each sex. But a work of this nature requiring 
time to grow into the notice of the world, it happened, 
very luckily, that, a little before I had resolved upon 
this design, a gentleman had written predictions, and 
two or three other pieces in my name, which rendered 
it famous through all parts of Europe ; and, by an 

* Arthur Maynwaring, Esq 
VOL. 1. B 
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inimitable Bfifii aud liumour, raised it to as high a ' 
pitch of rtpvt&fton as it could possibly arrive at. 

B j>.tlus good fortune the name of Isaac Bicker- 
staff g'ajned an audience of all who had any taste of 
. ■>vkV-4iid the addition of the ordinary occurrences of 
•. .'-^cmnion Journals of News brought in a multitude 
■ . -of other readers. 1 could not, I confess, long keep 
up the opinion of the town, that these Lucubrations 
were written by the same hand with the first works I 
which were published under my name ; but, before 
I lost the participation of that author's fame, I had 
already found the advantage of his authority, to which 
I owe the sudden acceptance which ray labours met 
M'ith in the world. 

The general purpose of this Paper is to expose the 
false arts of life, to puH olf the disguises of cunning, 
vanity, and atfectation, and to recommend a general 
simplicity in our dress, our discourse, and our be- 
haviour. Ko man has a better judgment for the dii- 
covery, or a nobler spirit for the contempt of all 
imposture, than yourself; which qualities render yon . 
' the most proper patron for the author of these Essays. 
In the general, the design, however executed, haa , 
met witii so great success, that there is hardly a ' 
name now eminent among us for power, wit, beauty, ' 
valour, or wisdom, which is not subscribed for t£« 
encouragement of these volumes, This is, indeed, aa 
honour, for which it is impossible to express a suitable 
gratitude ; and there is nothing cuuld be an additioD 
to the pleasure I take in it, but the refieclion, that it 
gives me the most conspicuous occasion I can evet' 
have of subscribing myself. Sir, 

Vour most obliged, most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

Isaac Bickerstaff. 
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II. TO EDWARD WORTLEY MONTAGUE*, Esq. 

SIR, 

When I send you this volume, I am rather to make 
you a request than a Dedication. I must desire, 
that if you think fit to throw away any moments on 
it, you would not do it after reading those excellent 
pieces with which you are usually conversant. The 
miages which you will meet with here, will be very 
fieunt, after the perusal of the Greeks and Romans, 
who are your ordinary companions. I must confess 
I am obbged to you for the taste of many of their 
ezcellenciesy which I had not observed until you 
pointed them to me. I am very proud that there are 
some things in these Papers which I know you par- 
donf; and it is no small pleasure to have one's 
labours suffered by the judgment of a man, who so 
well understands the true charms of eloquence and 
poesy. But I direct this address to you ; not that I 
think I can entertain you with my writings, but to 
thank you for the new delight I have, froin your con- 
versation, in those of other men. 

May you enjoy a long continuance of the true relish 
of the happiness Heaven has bestowed upon you ! I 
know not now to say a more affectionate thing to 
you, than to wish that you may be always what you 
are ; and that you may ever think, as I know you 
now do, that you have a much larger fortune than 
you want. I am. Sir, 

ITour most obedient^ and most humble servant, 

Isaac Bickerstaff. 

* l^econd son of Hon. Lady Wortley Montague, and grand- 
son of Edward Montague, the first Earl of Sandwich. 

-f- This seems to amount to a declaration, that £. Wortley 
Montague, Esq. was himself a writer in these ptt^ia. 
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ORIGIKAL DEDICATIONS 

tit. TU THK KIOHT HONODftABLE 

WILLIAM, LORD COWPE« 

RARMN OF WINGHAM. 



Aptbr having long celebrated the superior gncei 
uikI excellencies among men, in nn ima^nary diB- 
mcter, 1 do myself the honour to shcn niy veneratioB 
fur transcendent merit under my own name, in Alt 
RddrcKs to your Lordship. Tbc^ just applicatioa of 
those high accompliitbmentH of which you are master, 
has been an advantage to all your fellow-subjects; 
and it in from the common obligation you have laid 
upon all the world, that I, though n private man, | 
can pretend to be affected with, or take tne liberty lo 
ai^knowledgfc, your great talents and public virtuea. ^ 

It gives a pleasing prospect to your friends, that is 
to say, to the friends of your country, that you have 
passed through the highest oUiceH, at an age when 
others usually do but form to tliemselvcs the hopes 
(if tliem. They may expect to see you iu the House | 
of Loriiii as many years as you were aacendiog to it. ! 
It is our common good, that your admirable eloquence | 
can now no longer be employed, but in the exprea- i 
flion of your own sentiments and judgment. The j 
Hkilful pleader is now for ever changed into the just 1 
judge: which latter character your Lordship exerts | 
with HO prevailing an impartiality, that you win the 
approbation even of those who dissent from you, and ' 
you always obtain favour, because you are never i 
moved by it. I 
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This gives you a certain dignity peculiar to your 
present situation, and makes the equity , even of a 
liord High Chancellor, appear but a degree towards 
the magnanimity of a Peer of Great Britain. 

Forgive me, my Lord, when I cannot conceal from 
you, Ihat I shall never hereafter behold you, but I 
shall behold you, as lately, defending the brave and 
the unfortunate*. 

When we attend to your Lordship engaged in a 
discourse, we cannot but reflect upon the many re- 
quisites which the vain-glorious speakers of anti- 
quity have demanded in a man who is to excel in 
oratory; I say, my Lord, when we reflect upon the 
precepts by viewing the example, though there is 
no excellence proposed by those rhetoricians want- 
mg, the whole art seems to be resolved into that one 
motive of speaking, sincerity in the intention. The 
graceful manner, the apt gesture, and the assumed 
concern, are impotent helps to persuasion, in com- 
parison of the honest countenance of him who utters 
idmt he really means. From whence it is, that 
idl the beauties which others attain with labour, are 
in your Lordship but the natural effects of the heart 
•duit dictates. 

It is this noble simplicity, which makes you sur- 
pass mankind in the faculties wherein mankind are 
distinguished from other creatures, reason and speech. 

If tfiese gifts were communicated to all men in 

roportion to the tniSaL and ardour of their hearts, 
dioukl speak of you with the same force as you 
eiqpress yourself on any other subject. But I resist 
my present impulse, as agreeable as it is to me ; 
though indeed, had 1 any pretensions to a fame of 
diis kind, J should, above all other themes, attempt 
a panegfyrick upon my Lord Cowper : for the only 
awrewayto a reputation for eloquence, in an age 

* The Dake of Marlborou^^. • 
b3 
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wherein lliat perfect orator lives, 
arffumcnt, upon which he himself n 
be silent. I am, my Lord, 

"'out Lordship's most devoted, 

moat obedient, and most humble servant, 

RicHARu Steele. 
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CHAKLES, LORD HALIFAX. 

From (tw Horel u HainiiUnwUli, Ajiri} T, 
MY LORD, 

When I first resolved upon doing myself this ho- 
nour, I could not but indulge a certain vanity in 
dating from this little covert, where 1 have fre- 
quently had the'honour of your Lordship's comtmny, 
and received A'om you very many obligations. The 
elegant Dolitudc of this place, and the greatest plea- 
sures of it, I owe to Its being so uear those beau- 
tiful manors wherein you sometimes reside. It is 
not retiring from the world, but enjoying its most 
valaaiile blessings, when a man is permitted to share 
in your Lordship's conversations in the country. 
All the bright images which the Wits of past ages 
have left behind them in their writings, the noble 
plans vrhich the greatest Statesmen have laid down 
for administration of affairs, are equally the familiar 
objects of your knowledge. But what is peculiar to 
your Lordship above all the illustrious personages 
that have appeared in any age, is, that wit and 
learning have from your example fallen into a new 
sera. Tour patronage has produced those arts, which 
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before shunned the commerce of the world, into the 
service of life : and it is to you we owe, that the man 
of wit has turned himself to be a man of business. 
The false delicacy of men of genius, and the objec- 
tions which others were apt to insinuate against 
their abilities for entering into affairs, have equally 
vanished. And experience has shown, that men of 
letters are not only qualified with a greater capacity, 
but also a greater integrity in the dispatch of business. 
Your own studies have been diverted from being the 
highest ornament, to the highest use to mankind; 
and the capacities which would have rendered you the 
greatest poet of your age, have to the advantage of 
Great Britain been employed in pursuits which have 
made you the most able and unbiassed patriot. A 
vigorous imagination, an extensive apprehension, and 
a ready judgment^ have distinguished you in all the 
illustrious parts of administration, in a reign attended 
with such difficulties, that the same talents, without 
the same quickness in the possession of them, would 
have been incapable of conquering. The natural 
success of such abilities, has advanced you to a seat 
in that illustrious house, where you were received by 
a crowd of your relations. Great as you are in your 
honours, and personal qualities, I know you will for- 
give an humble neighbour the vanity of pretending to 
a place in your friendship, and subscribing himself, 
my^^rd. 

Your Lordship's most obliged, 

and most devoted servant, 

Richard - Steele. 
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PREFACE TO THE OCTAVO EDITION, 1710. 

In llie last Tatler I promised some explanatioa 4f 
passa^^es and persons mentioned in this work, u 
well as some account of the asststancen I hare had 
in the perfonnajice. I shall do this in very few 
words ; for when a man has no design but to speab 
plain truth, he may say a ^cat deal in a very naiTOW 
compasB. I have, in the dedication of the fint 
volume, made my acknowledgments to Dr. Swift, 
whose pleasant writings, in th« name of BickerstaJf, 
created an inclination in the town towards any thing 
that could appear in the' same disguise. I must ac* 
knowled);e also, that, on my first entering upon this 
work, a certain uncommon way of thinking, and a 
turn in conversation peculiar to that agreeable gen- 
tleman, rendered his company very advantageous lo 
one whose imagination was to be coDtinually em' 
ployed upon obvious and common subjects, though 
at the same time obliged to treat uf them in a new 
and unbeaten method. His verxes on the " ^hower 
in Town," and the " Description of the Morning," 
are instances of the happiness of that genius, which 
could raise such pleasing ideas upon occasions so 
barren to an ordinary invention. 

When I am upon the house of Bickerstalf, I must 
not forget that genealogy of the family sent to me by 
the post, and written, as I since understand, by 
Mr. Twisden, who died at the battle of Mons, and 
has a monument in Westminster-abbey, suitable to 
the respect which is due to his wit and his valour. 
There are through the course of the work very many 
incidents which were written by unknown corre- 
spondents. Of this kind is the tale in the second 
Tatler, and the epistle from Mr. Downes the prompter, 
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with others which were very well receired by the 
publick. But I have only one gentleman, who will 
be nameless, to thank for any frequent assistance to 
me, which indeed it would have been barbarous in 
him to have denied to one with whom he has lived 
in an intimacy from childhood, considering the great 
ease with which he is able to despatch the most en- 
tertaining pieces of this nature. This good office he 
performed with such force of genius, humour, wit, 
and learning, that I fared like a distressed prince, 
who calls in a powerful neighbour to his aid ; I was 
undone by my auxiliary; when I had once called him 
in, I could not subsist without dependence on him. 

The same hand writ the distinguishing characters- 
of men and women under the names of *' Musical 
Instruments," " The Distress of the News-writers,** 
" The Inventory of the Play-house," and " The 
Description of the Thermometer," which I cannot but 
look upon as the greatest embellishments of this work. 

Thus far I thought necessary to say relating to 
the great hands which have been concerned in these 
volumes, with relation to the spirit and genius of 
the work ; and am far from pretending to modesty 
in making this acknowledgment. What a man oo- 
tains from the good opinion and friendship of worthy 
men, is a much greater honour than he can possibly 
reap from any accomplishments of his own. But all 
the credit of wit which was given me by the gentleman 
above-mentioned, with whom I have now accounted, 
has not been able to atone for the exceptions made 
against me for some raillery in behalf of that learned 
advocate for the episcopacy of the church, and the 
liberty of the people, Mr. Hoadly. I mentioned this 
only to defend myself against the imputation of being 
moved rather by party than opinion ; and I think it is 
apparent, I have with the utmost frankness allowed 
merit wherever I found it, though joined in inter- 
ests different from those for which I have declared 
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myself. When my Favonius is acknowledi, 

bu Dr. Smalriilge, and the amiable characti 

thfi Dean in the Bixty-aixth Taller, drawn for Dr. 

Atterbury; I hope I need say no more as to my 

imiiartiulit.y. 

1 rually have acted iii these cases with honesty, 
and am concerned it aliould be thought otherwise: 
For wit, if a man had it, unless it be directed to 
Bome useful end, is but a wanton frivolous quality; 
all that one should value himself upon in this kind 
is, that he had some honourable intention in it. 

As for this point, never hero iii romance wts 
carried away with a more furious ambition to con- 
quer giants and tyrants, than I have been in extir- 
pnting Eaniesters and duellists. And indeed, like 
onn of those knights too, though I was calm before, 
I am apt to fly out again, when the thing that first 
disturbed me in presented to my imagination. I 
shall therefore leave off when I urn well ; and fight 
with windmills no more : only shall be so arrogant 
as to say of myself, that, in s|^iito of all the force of 
fashion and prejudice, in the taoe of all the world, 
I nionu bewailed the condition of an £ngli»h gen- 
tlemen, whose fortune and life are at this day pre- 
carious : while his estate is liable to the demands 
of gamesters, through a false sense of justice ; and 
to the demands of duellists, through a false sense 
of honour. As to the first of these orders of men, 
I liKVO not one more word to say of them ; as to 
t\iP- Inttcr, 1 shall conclude all I have more to ofiet 
nguinstUicm, with respect to their being prompted 
by thu fear of shame, by applying to the duellist 
what I think Dr. South says somewhere of the liar, 
" lie is a coward to man, and a bravo to God.'' 
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Quicquid agunt homines- 



nostri ett farrago libeUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or thmk, or dream. 

Our motley paper seises for its theme. P. 

" Though the other papers, which are poblished 
for the use of the good people of England, have cer^ 
tainly very wholesome effects, and are laudable in 
their particular kinds, they do toot seem to come up 
to tiie main design of such narrations, whidi, I hum- 
bly presume, should be princtpally intended for the 
use of politic persons, who are so jpublic spirited as 
to neglect Iheir own affairs to look into transactions 
of state. Now these gentlemen, for the most part 
being persons of strong zeal, and weak intellects,* 
it is both a charitable and necessary work to offer 
something, whereby such worthy and well-affected 
members of the commonwealth may be instructed, 
after their reading, what to think : which shall be 
the end and purpose of this my paper, wherein I 
shall, from time to time, report and consider .all 
matters of what kind soever that shall occur to me, 
and publish such my advices and reflections every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday in the week, for 
the convenience of the post. I resolve to have 
something which may be of enteTtaiamexiX. V> ^^ 
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lionour iif whom 1 have invente 
title of this paper. I therefore earnestly desire I 
persons, without distinction, to take it in for t* 
present grata, and hereafter at the price 
penny, forbidding all Hawkers to take more for i 
at their peril. And 1 desire all persons to consider ;4 
that I am at a very great chaise for proper material^ 
for this work, as well as that, before I resoIvelJ 
upon it, I had settled a correspondence in all parts j 
ot the known and knowing world. And foi'aamuch ' 
as this globe is not trodden upon by mere drudges , 
of business only, but that men of spirit and genius , 
are justly to be esteemed as considerable agents in 
it, we shall not, upon a dearth of news, present 
you with musty foreign edicts, or dull proclamatians, 
but shall divide our relation of the passages which 
occur in action or discourse throughout this town, as 
well as elsewhere, under such dates of places as 
may prepare you for the mutter you are to expect, in 
the following manner. 

" All accounts of gallantry, pleasure and enter- 
tainment, shall be under me article of White's 
Chocolate-house ;+ poetry, under that of Will's 
Coffee-house;! learning, under the title of Grecian ;§ 
foreign aud domestic news, you will have fixiin 
Saint James's Coffee-honse ; and what else I have 
to offer on any other subject shall be dated from my 
own apartment. 

" I once more desire my reader to consider, that 
as 1 cannot keep an ingenious man to go daily to 
Will's under two-pence each day, merely for hie 

■ taken. Original T. - 

t White's CbociilatehiiuRe was ^en lower duwn in St. 
James'a-Strcet than it is at prPient, and on the otlier side. 

t WUl'BCoHee-bouseWBsoDtheNorlhBideorRuBWlStreat 
in CoventOarden, now tbe house. No. 23, Great RaBsd iilreel. 

4 Tbe Grecian was, and sllll is, in Ueverenx Cotiit, in tha 
Strand. 
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charges; to White's under six-[>ence; nor to the 
Grecian, without allowing hip some plain Spanish, 
to be as able as others at the learned table ; and that 
a good observer cannot speak with even Kidney,* 
at St. Jmaes's without clean linen ; I say, these con- 
siderations will, I hope, make all persons willing to 
comply with my humble request (when my gratis 
stock is exhausted) of a penny a-piece ; especially 
since they are sure of some proper amusement, and 
that it is impossible for me to want means to enter- 
tain them, having, besides the force of my own 
parts, the power of divination, and that I can, by 
casting a figure, tell you all that will happen before 
it comes to pass. 

*' But this last faculty I shall use very sparingly, 
and speak but of few things until they are passed,t 
for fear of divulging matters which may offend our 
superiors." 

Whitens Chocolate-house^ April 7. 

The deplorable condition of a very pretty gentle- 
man, who walks here at the hours when men of 
quality first appear, is what is very much lamented. 
His history is. That on th^ ninth of September, 
1705, being in his one-and-tw^entieth year, he was 
washing his teeth at a tavern window in Pall Mall, 
when a fine equipage passed by, and in it a young 
lady who looked up at him ; away goes the coach, 
and the young gentleman pulled off his night-cap, 
and instead of rubbiiig his gums, as he ought to do, 
out of the window until about four of tilie clock, 
sits him down and spoke not a word until twelve at 
night; after which he began to inquire if any body 
knew the lady ? — The company asked, what lady ? 
but he said no more, until they broke up at six in 
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* Kidney 'vW one of the waiters at St. James's Coffee-house, 
t Not speak of any thing till it is passed. On^iioXT . 
VOL. /. C 
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the ■oraini:- All tbe cnsump wial«r he weotfiA 
church to chun-h every iSuniUy, and from pity- 
hoase to plny-huuee «Tery nijcht in the week ; bid 
could nrvcr lind thv onfcin*! uf tbe picture whidi 
dwell in liis bosoat. In a word his uttenlioo to 
any thing but his |Mssiua was uttvrly guiie. Ilehu 
lost all the nuncy be ever played for, and been con- 
futed in cverv nrjcumenl be has entered upon, sin« 
tbe oioment hv DtKt suw her. He is of a noUe 
litmily. boa naturally a very a,ood air, and is of i 
frunk honest temper : but this passion has so tx- 
iTCiui'Iy luanled hiiu, that his features are set ud 
uninl'urnifd, and his whole visage is deadened, bj 
a Ionic ahsenee of thought. He never uppeara ii 
any alacrity, but when raised by wine; at wbich 
time he is sure to come hither, and thruw away ■ 
Kreat deal of wit on fellows who have no sente 
mther than just to observe, that our poor Lover hu I 
most understanding when he is drunk, and is leut 
in his senaes when he is sober.* 

The reader is desired to take notice of the article 
from this place from time to time, for I design to 
be very exact in tbe progress thin unhappy gentlemUi 
makes, which may be of great instruction to all who 
actually are, or who ever shall be in love. I 

WilCa Coffee-hm»e, April 8. ' 

On Thursday last was acted, for the benefit t/f 
'Mr. Bettcrton, the celebrated comedy called Lore 
for Love. Those excellent players, Mrs. Barry, 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, and Mr. Dogget, though not at 
lireaent concerned in the house, acted on that oc- 
casion. There has not been known ho great a con- | 
TK of perHons of distinction as at that time; the 

■rd Liird Viscount Hiiicbinbroke, mcntioneil nftei- 
Her tlic name iif Cynthio. He died in tbe life-ti 
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Stage itself was eovered with gentlemen and ladies, 
and when Ifae curtain was drawn, it discovered eyen 
there a very splendid audience. This unusual en- 
eouragement, which was given to a play for the 
advantage of so great an actor, gives an undeniable 
instance, that the true relish for manly entertainments 
and rational pleasures is not wholly lost. All the 
parts were acted to perfection ; the actors were 
careful of their carriage, and no one was guilty of 
the affectation to insert witticisms of his own ; but 
a due respect was had to the audience, for encou- 
raging this accomplished player. It is not now 
doubted but plays will revive, and take their usual 
place in the opinion of persons of wit and merit, 
notwithstanding their late apostacy in favour of 
dress and sound. This place is very much altered 
since Mr. Dryden frequented it ; where you used to 
see songs, epigrams, and satires, in the hands of 
every man you met, you have now only a pack of 
cards ; and instead of the cavils about the turn of 
the expression, the elegance of the style, and the 
like, the learned now dispute only about the truth 
of ^e game. But however the company is altered, 
till have shown a great respect for Mr. Betterton : 
and the very gaming part of this house have been 
so touched with a sense of the uncertainty of human 
affairs (which alter with themselves every moment) 
tiiat in this gentleman they pitied Mark Anthony of 
Rome, Hamlet of Denmark, Mithridates of Pontus, 
Tlieodosius of Greece, and Henry the Eighth of 
England. It is well known, he has been in the 
condition of each of those illustrious personages for 
Several hours together, and behaved himself in those 
high stations, in all the changes of the scene, with 
suitable dignity. For these reasons, we intend to 
repeat this late favour to him on a proper occasion, 
test he, who can instruct us so well in personating 
feigned sorrows, should be lost to us \>^ »ui^ervw% 
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tinder real onea. The town is at present 
great expectation of seeing a comedy now in t*- 
liearaal, which is the twenty-fifth production of my 
honoured friend Mr. Thomas D'Urfey; who, be- 
sides his great abilities in the dramatic, has b 
peculiar talent in the lyric Way of writing, and that 
with a manner wholly new and unknown to the 
ancient Greeks and Uomans, wherein he is but 
faintly imitated in the translationg of the modem 
ftalian Operas. 

St. Jamei's Cofee-bmse, Aprilll. 
Letters from the Hague of the sixteenth say, tiiat 
Major General Cadoganwas gone to Brussels, with 
orders to disperse proper instructions for assembling 
the whole force of the allies in Flanders, in the 
beginning of the next month. The late ofiers con- 
cerning peace were made in the style of persons Who 
think themselves upon eq^ual terms : but the allies 
have so just a sense of present advantages, that they 
will not admit of a treaty, except France ofiers 
what is more suitable to her present condition. At 
the same time we make preparations, as if we were 
alarmed by a greater force than that which we toe 
carrying into the field. Thus this point seems now 
to be argued sword in hand. This was what a great 
general" alluded to, when being asked the name of 
thosewho weretobeplenopotentiariesforthe ensuing 
peace, he answered with a serious air, " There are 
about an hundred thousand of us." Mr. Kidney, 
who has the ear of the greatest politicians that come 
hither, tells me there is a mail come in to-day with 
letters, dated Hague, April the nineteenth, X. S. 
which say, a design of bringing part of our troops 
into the held, at the latter end of this month, is now 
altered to a resolution of marching towards the camp 
about the twentieth of the next. Prince Eugene 
• The Dnke of Marlboroagb. 
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was tben retained tluther Irom Amsterdam. He 
sets out frooi Brussels on Tuesday : the greater 
number of the general officers at the Hague have 
•rders to go at the same time. The squadron of 
l^unkirk oonsists of seven vessels. There happened 
flie other day, in the road of Schevelmg, an engage- 
ment between a privateer of Zeeland and one of 
Dunkirk. The Dunkirker, carrying thirty-three 
pieces of cannon, was taken and brought into the 
Texel. It is said the courier of Monsieur Rouille 
is returned to him from the Court of France. Mon- 
sieur Vendosme, being re-instated in the favour of 
the Dutchess of Burgundy, is to command in 
Flanders. 

Mr. Kidney added, that there were letters of the 
seventeenth from Ghent, which give an account, 
tiiat the enemy had formed a design to surprise two 
battalions of the allies which lay at Alost: but 
those battalions received advice of their march and 
ri^ed to Dendermond. Lieutenant General Wood 
•iqpeared on this occasion at the head of five 
tttousand foot, and one thousand horse ; upon which 
the enemy withdrew, without making any farther 
attempt. 

From my own Apartment. 

I am sorry I am obliged to trouble the publick 
with so much discourse upon a matter which I at 
the very first mentioned as a trifle, viz. the death of 
Mr. Partridge,* under whose name there is an 
almanack come out for the year 1709 ; in one page 
of which is asserted by the said John Partridge, that 
he is still living, and not only so, but that he was 

• Dr. Swift, in his « Predictions for 1708,*' foretold that 
Partridge the almanack-maker would infallibly die on the 
29th of March, about eleven at night, of a raging fever. ^ The 
Wits resolved to support this prediction, and uniformly insisted 
that Partridge actually died at that time. 
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also living some time before, and even at the ii 
when 1 writ of his death. 1 have in unother places 
'n a paper by itself, suflicicntly convinced tluft 
that he is dead, and if he has any shame, I 
do not doubt but that by this time he owns it to all 
his acqjjaintance ; for though the legs and arms and 
'lole body of tiiat man may still appear, and per- 
m their animal functions; yet since, as I harfl' 
elsewhere observed, his art is gone, the man is gone. 
I am, us I said, concerned, that this little matter 
should make so much noise ; but since I am en- 
gaged, 1 take mjrself obliged in honour to gu on id 
mv lucubrations, and by the help of these arts of 
which I am master, as well as my skill in BBtndo-l 
gical speculations, I shall, as t see occasion, pn>-l 
ceed to confute other dead men, who pretend to be 
in being, although they are actually deceased. I 
therefore give all men fair warning to mend their 
manners; for 1 shall from time to time print bills of 
mortality : and 1 beg the pardon of all such who 
shall be named therein, if they who arc good for 
iiuthing shall find themselves in the number of tha 
deceased. 
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Juv.Sitt. i. 86, SO. 
ir (liink, or dream, 
f lis Iheme. P. 



WiWa Coffee-Hinue, Ajtril\Z. 

There has lain all (liis evening on the table tha 

following DOi^m. The subject of it being matter 

"•■•y useful for families, T thought it deservfli" ""^ 
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considered and made more public. The turn the poet 
gives it is very happy ; but the foundation is from a 
real accident which happened amongst my acquaint- 
ance. A young Gentleman of great estate fell des- 
perately in love with a great Beauty of very high 
quality, but as ill-natured as long flattery and an 
habitual self-will could make her. However, my 
young spark ventures upon her like a man of qua- 
lity, without being acquainted with her, or having 
ever saluted her, until it was a crime to kiss any 
woman else. Beauty is a thing which palls with 
possession : and the charms of this lady soon wanted 
the support, of good-humour and complacency of 
manners: upon this my Spark flies to the bottle 
for relief from satiety. She disdains him, for being 
tired with that for which all men envied him ; and 
he never came home, but it was — " Was there no 
sot that would stay longer ? would any man living 
but you ? did I leave all the world for this usage ?" 
to which he — " Madam, split ijae, you are very 
impertinent ! " In a word, this match was wedlock 
in its most terrible appearances. She, at last, weary 
of railing to no purpose, applies to a good uncle, 
who gives her a bottle, he pretended he had bought 
of Mr. Partridge, the conjuror. This, said he, I 
gave ten guineas for. The virtue of the enchanted 
liquor (said he that sold it) is such, that if the 
woman you marry proves a scold (which, it seems, 
my dear niece, is your misfortune ; as it was your 
good mother^s before you), let her hold three spoon- 
fuls in her mouth for a full half hour after you come 
home — but I find I am not in humour for telling a 
tale : and nothing in nature is so ungraceful as 
story-tellin . against the grain ; therefore take it as 
the author bas given it to you*. 

* These verses are by Mr. William Harrison. 
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Miss MoHy, a Tain'd TobbI, wns fair and yonnj, 
Had wealth and charma — but Ihea she had a. tongae ! 
E^[n mora to eight th' eternal larum run. 
Which often tost those hearts her e^es had won. 

Sir John nas sniittea, anil canfesa'd his flame, 
Sigh'd out the usual time, thea wed tlie dame ; 
PossessM, he thought, of ev'ry joy oV life : 
But his dear Molly prov'd a very wife. 
Excess of fondness did in time decline, 
Madiun lov'd money, and the Knight los'd wine ; 
From whence some pettj discord wonld arise, 
Ab, " You *re a fool I"— and, " You are mighty wise!" 

Thongh iie and all the world allow'd her wit. 
Her voice was Blirill, and rather loud than sweet ,- 
When she began, for hat and sword he'd call. 
Then after a faint kiss cry, " B'ye, dear Moll ; 
Snpper and friends expect me at the Rose." 
" And what, Sir John, you'll get your usual dose! 
Qo, Btink of smoke, and guzzle nasty wine ; 
Sure, never virtuous love was used like [ninel' 

01^ u the watchful bellman mnrched his ronnil. 
At a fresh bottle gay Sir John he found. 
By four the knight would get his business done. 
And only then reel'd ofi* — because alune; 
Full well he knew the dreadful storm to comei 
But, arm'd with fiourdeux, he durst venture home> 

My lady with her tongue was still prcpur'd. 
She rattled loud, and he impatient heat'd ; 
" Tis a fine hour l in a sweet pickle made ! 
And this. Sir John, is every day the trade. 
Here I sit mopins all the live-long night, 
Devour'd with spleen, and stranger to delight ; 
'Till morn sends staggering home a drunken beast, 
Hesolv'd to break my heart, as well as real." 

" He; .' hoop! d' ye henr my damo'd obstreperous spot 
What, can't you find one ted about the house? 
Will that perpetual clack lie never still I 
That rival to the softness of a mill ! 
Some couch and distant room must be my choice, 
Where I may sleep uncars'd with wife and noiw." 

Long tiiia uncomfortable life they led. 
With snarling meals, and each a sep'rate bed. 
To an old Uncle oil she would complain, 
f^gbia advice, and scarce from tears refrain. 
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Old Wisewood snok'd the mattelr as it was : 

'< Cheer up !" cry'd he, << and IH leiBOTe the cause. 

A wondrous qpiing within my garden flows, 
Of sovereign Tirtne, chiefly to compose 
Domestic jars, and matrimonial strife ; 
The best elixir t* appease man and wife ; 
Strange are th' effects, the qualities diyine ; 
lis water call'd, but worth its wei^t in wine. 
If in his sullen airs Sir John should come. 
Three spoonfuls take, hold in your mouth--then mum. 
Smile, and loa^ pleasM, when he shall rage and scold ; 
StiU in your mouth the healing cordial hold ; 
One month this sympathetic med'dne try'd. 
Hell grow a lover^ you a happy bride. 
But, dearest niece, keep this grand secret close. 
Or eyery prattling hussy 11 beg a dose." 

A water bottle 's brought for her relief; 
Not Nants could sooner ease the ladjr's grief: 
Her busy thou^^ts are on the trial bent. 
And, female l&e, impatient for th' event. 

The bcmny knight reels home exceeding clear, 
Prepar'd for clamour and domestic war ; . 
Entering, he cries, '' Hey ! where 's our thunder fled ! 
No hurricane ! Betty, 's your lady dead f 
Madam, aside, an ample mouthful takes, 
Cnrf sies, looks kind, but not a word she speaks : 
Wondering, he star'd, scarcely his eyes believ'd. 
But found his ears agreeably deceived. 
" Why how now, Molly, what 's the crotchet now f 
She smiles, and answers only with a bow. 
Then, clasping her about, '< Why, let me die ! 
These night-cloaths, Moll, become thee mightily !*' 

With that he sigh'd, her lumd begun to press. 

And Betty calls, her lady to undress. 

** Nay, kiss me, Molly— ^or I'm much inclin'd.' 

Her lace she cuts, to take him in the mind : 

Thus the fond pair to bed enamour'd went. 

The lady pleas'd, and the good kni^t content. 
For many days these fond endearments past. 

The reconciling bottle fails at last ; 

IVas us'd and gone — ^then midnight storms arose. 

And looks and words the union discompose. 

Her coach is ordered, and post haste she flies. 

To beg her uncle for some firesh supplies ; 

Transported does the strange effects relate. 

Her knight's conversion, and her happy state ! 



» 



1 

Sir Juhd without a me d cine Trill be kiod," I 
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" Why, niece," wys he, " I pr'jlhee tppTebeiid, 
The water's water— lie thyaelf the friend. 
Such beauty would the coldest husbiuid wa 
But your provoking tongue nndoea the cha 
Be silent and camplying ; you'll soon llnd, 
Sir Juhu without a me d cine will be kind," 

St. James's Coffee-hotue, April 13. 
Letters from Venice say, the disappointmeitt of 
their expectation to see his Danish Majesty hag reiv 
much diflquieted the Court of Rome. Our last ao- 
vices from Oermaay inform us, that the Minister of 
Hanover has ui^ed the Council at Katisbonne to 
exert themselves in behalf of the common cause, 
and taken the liberty to say. That the dignity, the 
virtue, the prudence of his Electorial Highness, his 
master, were called to the head of their affairs in 
vain, if they thought fit to leave him naked of the 
proper means, to make those excellencies useful for 
the honour and safety of the empire. They writa 
from Berlin of the thirteenth, O. S. That the true 
design of General Fleming's visit to that Court wu, 
to insinuate that it will be for the mutual interest of 
the King of Prussia and King A ugustus to enter into 
a new alliance; but that the Ministers of Prussia 
are not inclined to his sentiments. We hear from 
Vienna, that his Imperial Majesty has expressed 
great satisfaction in their High Mightinesses having 
communicated to him the whole that has passed in 
the affair of a peace. Though there have been prac- 
tices used by the agents of France, in all the Courts 
of Europe, to break the good understanding of the 
allies, they have had no other effect, but to make 
all the members concerned in the alliance more 
doubtful of their safety from the great offers of the 
enemy. The Emperor is roused by this alarm, and 
the frontiers of all the French dominions are in dan- 
ger of being insulted the ensuing campaign. Ad- 
v'lces from lul parts confirm, that it is impossible for . 
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France to find a way to obtain so much credit^ as to 
gain any one potentate of the fdlies^ or conceive any 
hope for safety from other prospects. 

From my awn Apartment^ Aprill9. 

I find it of very great use, now I am setting up 
for a writer of news, that I am an adept in astrolo- 
gical speculations : by which means I avoid speak- 
ing of things which mity offend great persons. But, 
at the same time, I must not prostitute the liberal 
sciences so fEur, as not to utter the truth in cases 
which do AOt immediately concern the good of my 
native country, J must therefore contradict what 
has. been s« assuredly rieported by the news-writers 
of Esf^andy Xliat France is in the most de|dorable 
condition, and tiiat their people die in great mul- 
titudes. I will th»efore let the world know, that 
my o(ffre8p<mdei(t» by the way of Brussels , informs 
me upon lus honour. That the gentleman who writes 
the Craxette of Paris, and ought to know as well as 
any man, has told him, that ever since the King has 
been past his sixty-third year, or grand climacteric, 
there nas not died one man of the French nation who 
was younger than his Majesty, except a very few, 
who w^e taken suddenly near Ihe village of Hockstet 
in Creimany ; and some more, who were straitened 
for lodging at a place called Ramilies, and died on 
the road io Ghent and Bruges. There are also other 
things given out by the allies, which are shifts below 
a conquering nation to make use of. Among others 
it is said. There is a general murmuring among the 
peofde of France, though at the same time all my 
letters agree, that there is so good an understanding 
among them, that there is not one morsel carried out 
of any market in the kingdom^ but what is delivered 
iqMm credit. 
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Whatc'iit man do, ur any, or tbink, nr dream, 
Our uioDley paper seizes fur its theme. I'. 

Will't Coffee-house. April 14. 

This evening the comedy called the Country Wife 
WB9 acted in Drury-lune, for the benctit of Mr*. 
Bignell. The part wUich pves name to the play 
was performed by herself. Througli the whole action 
she made a very jpretty figure, and exactly entered 
into the nature of the part. Her husbojid in the 
drama, is represeuted to be one of those debaucheeii 
who run through the vices of the town, and betievc 
when they think fit, they can marry and settle it 
their ease. His own knowledge of the iniquity of 
the age makea him choose a wife wholly ignorant 
of it, and place his security in her want of skill to 
abuse him. The poet, on many occaBions, where the 
propriety of the character will admit of it, iasinualeti 
that there is no defence against rice but the contempt 
of it; and has, in the natural ideas of an untainted 
innocent, shown the gradual steps to ruin and de- 
struction which persona of condition run into, without 
the help of a good education to form their conduct 
The tormentof a jealous coxcomb, which arises irom 
his own false maxims, and the aggravation of hil 
pain by the very words in which he sees her inno- 
cence, makes a vent pleasant and instructive satire. J 
The character of Homer, and the deaig;n of it, is a j 
good represcntatPon of the age in which that CO- I 
uicdy was written ; at wliich time love and wenching f 
■ the business of life, and the iiallunt manner of 
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pursuing women was the best recommendation at 
Court. To this only it is to be imputed, that a 
gentleman of Mr. Wycheriey's character and sense 
condescends to represent the insults done to the ho- 
nour of the bed, without just reproof: but to have 
drawn a man of probity with regard to such conside- 
rations had been a monster, and a poet had at that 
time discovered his want of knowing the manners of 
the Court he lived in, by a virtuous character in his 
fine gentleman, as he would show his ignorance, by 
drawing a vicious one to please the present audience. 
Mrs. Bignell did her part very happily, and had a 
certain grace in her rusticity, which gave us hopes 
of seeing her a very skilful player, and in some parts 
supply our loss of Mrs. Yerbruggen. I cannot be 
of the same opinion with my friends and fellow- 
labourers, the Reformers of Manners, in their seve- 
rity towards plays; but must allow, t^at a good 
play acted before a well-bred audience, must raise 
very proper incitements to good behaviour, and be 
the most quick and most prevailing method of giving 
young people a turn of sense and breeding. But as 
I have set up for a weekly historian, I resolve to be 
a feithful one ; and therefore take this public occasion 
to admonish a young nobleman, who came flustered 
in^ the box last night, and let him know how much 
all his friends were out of countenance for him. The 
women sat in terror of hearing something that should 
shock their modesty, and all the gentlemen in as much 
pain out of compassion to the ladies, and perhaps 
resentment for the indignity which was oft'ered in 
coming into their presence in so disrespectful a man- 
ner. Wine made him say nothing that was rude, 
therefore he is forgiven, upon condition he never 
will hazard, his offending more in this kind. As I 
just now hinted, I own myself of the " Society for 
Reformation of Manners." We have lower instru- 
ments than those of the family gf Bickerstaff, for 
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do you think there is ti girl in Eagland, th&t 
wear any thing but tlie ■■ Taking of Lisle," 
" The Battle of OuUcnarde ?" They would ow- 
tainly he alt the fashiun, until the heroes abroad hftd ] 
cut out some more patteruH. 1 should fancy small 
skirmishes might do for uuder-petttcoats, provided 
they had a siege for the upper- If our adviser were 
well imitated, many industrious people might be put { 
to work. Little Mr. Dactile, now in the room, who 
formerly writ a song and a half, is a week f^one in a 
very pretty work, upon this hint : he is writing; an 
epigram to n young virgin who knits very well (it is 
a thousand pities he is a Jacobite) : but his cpigrain . 
is by way of advice to this damsel, to knit all the 
actions of the Pretender and the Duke of Bur- 
gundy's laxt campaign in the clock of a stocking. 
It were endless to enumerate the many hands ami 
trades that may be employed by poets, of so useful 
a turn as this adviser. 1 shall think of it ; and, in 
Ihis time of taxes, shall consult a great critic em- 
ployed in the custom-house, in order to propose 
what tax may be proper to be put upon knives, seals, 
rings, haugiugB, wrought beds, gowns, and petti- 
coats, where any of these commodities bear mottoes, 
or are worked upon poetical grounds. 

St. James'g Cqffee-kmise, April 15. 
Letters from Turin of the third instant, N. S. 
inform us, that his Royal Highness* employs all 
his address in alarming the enemy, and perplesing I 
their speculations concerning his real designs the 
ensuing campaign. Contracts are entered into with 
the merchants of Milan, for a great number of mules i 
to transport his provisions and ammunition. His < 
Itoyal Highness has ordered ttie train of artdlery to 
be conveyed to Susa before the twentieth of the next 

* Prince Engeiie, 
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month* 111 the mean time, all accoonto agree, that 
the enemy are very backward m their preparations^ 
and almost incapable of defending themselves against 
an invasion, by reason of the general murmurs of 
their own people ; which they find, are no way to 
be quieted, but by giving them hopes of a speedy 
peace. When these letters were despatchea, the 
Marshal de Thesse was arrived at Genoa, where he 
has taken much pains to keep the correspondents of 
the merchants of France in hopes, that measures will 
be found out to support the credit and commerce 
between that state and Lyons ; but the late declara- 
tion of the agents of Monsieur Bernard, that they 
cannot ^Bcbcharge the demands made upon them, has 
quite dispirited all those who axe engaged in the re- 
mittances of France. 

From my m/m Apartment, April 15. 

' tt is a very natural passion in all good members 
of the commonwealth, to take what care they can of 
their families ; therefore I hope the reader will for- 
give me, that I desire he would go to the play called 
the Stratagem this evening, which is to be acted for 
the benefit of my near kinsman, Mr. John Bicker- 
staff.* I protest to you, the gentleman has not 
spoken to me to desire this favour; but I have a 
respect for bim, as well in regard to consanguinity, 
as that be is an intimate friend of that famous and 
heroic actor, Mr. George Powel; who formerly 
played Alexander the Great in all places, though 
he ia lately grown so reserved, as to act it only on 
Ae stage. 

* A real player of tliat name. 
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■ It is usual with persons who mount the stage for 
he cure or iafornintion of this crowd about them, to 
make solemn profesxions of their bein^ wholly disin- 
terested in the pains they take for the public good. 
At the same time, those very meu who make 
harangues in pluah doublets, and extol their own 
abilities and generous inclinations, tear their lungs 
in vending a drug, and show no act of boiuity, except 
it be, that they lower a demand of a crown to six, 
nay, to one penny. We have B contempt for such 
paltry barterers, and have therefore all along informed 
the publick, that we intend to give them our adricea 
I sakea, and are labouring to make our 
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convenient support in the service of the p 



lucubrations come to some price in 
inient support in the serv 
. certain thtit many other schemes 
been proposed to me, as a friend olfered to show me 
a Treatise he had writ, which he called, " The whole 
Art of Life; or. The introduction to great Men, 
illustrated in a Pack of Cards." But, being a 
novice at all maimer of play, I declined the oner. ! 
Another advised me, for want of money, to set up 
my coach, and practise physic; but, having been ' 
bred a scholar, I feared I should not succeed that { 
way neither ; tlierefore resolved to go on in my pre- 
sent project. But you are to understand, diat I 
shall not pretend to raise a credit to this work upon i 
the weight of my politic news only, but as my Latin i 
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sentence in the title-page informs you, shall take any 
ihmg that offers for the suhfect of my discourse. Thus 
new persons, as well as new things, are to come 
under my. consideration ; as when a Toast or Wit is 
first pronounced such, you shall have the freshest 
advice of their preferment from me, with a descrip* 
tion of the Beauty's manners, and the Wit's style, 
as also in whose places they are advanced : for this 
town is never good-natured enough to raise one 
without depressing another. But it is my design to 
avoid saying any thing of any person, which ought 
justly to displease; but shall endeavour, by die 
variety of the matter and style, to give entertain- 
ment for men of pleasure, without offence to those 
of business." 

White's Chocolate-house, April 18. 

All hearts at present pant for two ladies only, 
who have for some time engrossed the dominion of 
the town. They are indeed both exceeding charm- 
ing, but differ very much in their excellencies. The 
beauty of Clarissa is soft, that of Chloe piercing. 
When you look at Clarissa, you see the most exact 
harmony of feature, complexion and shape; you 
find in Chloe nothing extraordinary in any one of 
those particulars, but the whole woman irresistible. 
Clarissa looks languishing ; Chloe kissing ; Clarissa 
never fails of gaining admiration ; Chloe of moving 
desire. The gazers at Clarissa are at first uncon- 
cerned, as if they were observing a fine picture; 
they who behold Chloe, at the first glance discover 
transport, as if they met their dearest friend. These 
different perfections are suitably represented by the 
last great painter Italy has sent us, Mr. Jervas. 
Clarissa is by that skilnil hand placed in a manner 
that looks artless, and innocent of the torments she 
^ves ; Chloe is drawn with a liveliness that shows 
she is conscious of, but not affected w\i\\, \i^t 
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Fections. Clarissa is a shepherJess, Chloe, a cOttB- 
Iry girl. I must own, the design of Chloe's picture 
shows to me, great mastery in the painter; for 
nothing could be better imagined than the dresa b6 
has given her, of a straw-hat and a ribbon, to repre- 
sent that sort of beauty which enters the heart with 
n certain familiarity, and cheats it into a belief diat 
it has received a lover as well as an object of lore. 
I'he force of their different beauties is seen also in 
the effects it makes on their lovers. The admirerft 
of Chloe are eternally gay and well-pteased ; those 
of Clarissa melancholy and thoughtful. And as 
this passion always changes the natural man into 
a quite different creature from what he was before, 
the love of Chloe makes coxcombs ; that of ClarissH 
madmen. There were of each kind just now in 
this room. Here was one that whistles, laughs, 
sings, and cuts capers, for love of Chloe. Another 
has just now writ three lines to Clarissa, then taken 
a turn in the garden, then came buck again, then 
tore his fragment, then called for some chocolate, 
then went away wiUiout it. 

Chloe has so many adjnircrs in the house at pre- 
sent, that there is too much noise to proceed in my 
narration; so that the progress of the loves of Cla- 
rissa and Chloe, together with the bottles that are 
drunk each night for the one, and the many sighs 
which are uttered, and songs written on the other, 
must be our subject on future occasions, 

tViir» CoffM-bouK, April 18. 
Letters from the Hay-market inform us, that, on 
Saturday night last, the opera of Pyrrhus and De- 
metrius was performed with great applause. This 
intelligence is not very acceptable to us friends of 
the thea[i« ; for the stage being an entertainment of 
the reason and all our faculties, this way of being 
d with (he suspense ot Uiero for three hours 
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together, and being given up to the shallow satis- 
fiELction of the eyes and ears only, seems to arise 
rather from the degeneracy of our understanding, 
than an im|NroTement of our diversions. That the 
undefstandmg has no part in the pleasure is evident, 
from what these letters very positively assert, to wit, 
that a great part of the performance was done in 
Italian: and a great critick* fell into fits in tb» 
gaUery, at seeing, not only time and place, but 
langoages and nations, confused in the Hiost incor- 
rigible manner. His spleen is so extremely moved 
on this occasion, that he is going to publish another 
treatise against operas, which, he thinks, have already 
inclined us to tlH>ughts of peace, and if tolerated, 
must in£dlibly dbpirit us from carrying on the war. 
fle has communicated his scheme to the whole 
room, and declared in what manner things of this 
kind were first introduced. He has upon this 
occasion considered the nature of sounds in general, 
and made * m very elaborate digression upon the 
LcMidon Cries, wherein he has shown, from reason 
and i^nlosopiiy, why oysters are cried, card-matches 
sung, and tuneps and all other vegetables neither 
cried, sung, nor said, but sold, with an accent and 
tone neither natural to man nor beast. This piece 
seems to be taken from the model of that exceilent 
discourse of Mrs. Maalvt the school-mistress, con- 
ceming samplers. Advices frvm the upper end of 
Piccadilly say, that May Fair is utterly abolished ; 
and we hear Mr. Penketfaman has removed his in- 
genious company of strollers to Greenwich. But 
other lett»s fixHB ]>eptford say, the company is only 
wialriwg thither, and not yet settled ; but that se« eral 
heathen gods and godduses, which are to dtsbcemd 

* JoliB Benmc 

f Sec, in Dr. Kiaf^s w.jrkj, vol. IL Sro. *4it. 1T76, " Aji 
EssaijoBtfae'IiiTeBtioBorSaKpl'Ts.bTMra. \nh*:lhkHMaAj, 
Scfaool-Bistress at Harksfcy.*' 
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in machines, landed at the King's Head Stairkbli I 
Saturday. Venus and Cupid went on foot fron 
thence to Greenwich; Mars got drunk in the town, 
and broke his landlord's head, for which he sat in 
the stocks the whole evening; but Mr. Peaketk i 
man giving; security that he should do nothing tbii 
ensuing summer, he was set at liberty. The mcMt 
melancholy part of all was, that Diana was taken in 
the act of fornication with a boatman, and com- 
mitted by justice Wrathful ; which has, it seems, 
Eut a stop to the diversions of the theatre of Bladc- 
eath. But there goes down another Diana and a 
Patient Grissel next tide from Billingsgate. 

It ia credibly reported that Mr. D y" bat 

agreed with Mr. Penkcthman to have his play acted 
before that audience as soon as it hits had its lirlt 
sixteen days' run in Drury Lane. 

St, Jatneis Caffie-lmuM, April IB. 
They write from Saxony of the thirteenth instant, 
N. S. that the grand general of the Crown of 
Poland was so far from entering into a treaty with 
king Stanislaus, that he had written circular letters, 
wherein he exhorted the Palatines to Join against 
him; declaring that this was the most favourable 
conjuncture for asserting their liberty. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-third in- 
stant, N. S. say, they have advices from Vienna, 
which import, that his Electoral Highness of Han- 
over had aignitied to the Imperial Court, that he 
did not intend to put himself at the head of the 
troops of the Empire, except more effectual mea- 
sures were taken for acting vigorously against the 
enemy the ensuing campaign. Upon this repre- 
sentation the Emperor has given orders to several 
regiments to march towards the lihlne, and dis- 
patched expresses to the respective princes of the 
e^opire] to desire an augmentation of their forces. 

Tom D'Uitej. i 
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These letters add, that an express arriyed at the 
Hague on the twentieth instant^ with advice, that 
the enemy haying made a detachment from Toumayy 
of fifteen hundred horse, each trooper carrying a 
foot soldier behind him, in order to surprize the 
garrison of Alost ; the allies, upon notice of their 
march, sent out a strong body of troops from Ghent, 
which engaged the enemy at Asche, and took two 
hundred of them prisoners, obliging the rest to 
retire without making any farther attempt. On the 
twenty-second, in the morning, a fleet of merchant 
ships coming from Scotland were attacked by six 
French priyateers at the entrance of the Meuse. 
We haye yet no certain adyice of the eyent : but 
letters from Rotterdam say, that a Dutch man of 
war, of forty guns, which was conyoy to the said 
fleet, was taken, as were also eighteen of the mer- 
chants. The Swiss troops in die service of the 
States haye completed the augmentation of their 
fespectiye companies. Those of Wirtemberg and 
Prussia are expected on the frontiers within a few 
days; and the auxiliaries from Saxony, as also a 
battalion of Holstein, and another of Wolfenbuttle, 
are advancing thither with an expedition. On the 
twenty-first instant the Deputies of the States had 
a conference near Woerden with the President 
RouiUcy but the matt^ which was therein debated 
is not made public. His grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough and Prince Eugene continue at the Hagiie, 

From my own Apartment, April 18. 

I have already been very studious for intelligence, 
and have just now, by my astrological flying post, 
received a packet from Felicia,* an island in Ame- 
rica, with an account that gives me great satisfac- 
tion, and lets me understand, that the island was 
never in greater prosperity, or the administration 
in so good hands, since the death of their late 

• In this allegorical paper, by Felicia is meant '^xitAxii* 
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^orious King. These lottcrs import, that 
Minister lias entereil into a. firm league with im 
ablest and best men uf the nation, to carry on tin 
i^ause of liberty, to the encouragement of religion, 
virtue, and honour. Those persons at the helm an 
HO useful, and in themselves of such weight, tint 
their etrict alliance must needs tend to the uDiveml 
|irosjKirity of the people, Caniilli),* it seems, pre- 
sides over the deliberations of stat£ ; and is so highly 
valued by all men, for his singular probity, courage, 
iitfability, and love of mankind, that his beingptaced 
in that station has dissipated the fears of that people, 
who of all tile world are the most jealous of tn'eir 
liberty and happiness, and the least provident for their 
security. The next member of their society is Ho- 
ratio, t who makes all the public dispatcliea. Thii 
Minister is master of all the languages in use to 
great perfection. He is held in the highest vene- 
ration imaginable for a severe honesly, and love of 
his country: he Uvea in a Court unsullied with any 
of its artifices ; the ri^fuge of the oppressed, and 
terror of oppressors. Murtiu,] has joined himself 
to tliia council ; a man of most undaunted resolu- 
tion, and great knowledge in maritime affairs; fa- 
mous for destroying the navy of the Franks,^ and 
singularly liappy in one particular, that he never 
preferred a man who has not proved remarkably 
serviceable to his country. PhUanderjj is men- 
tioned with particular distinction ; a nobleman who 
hus tlie most relined taste of the true pleasures and 
elegance of life, joined to an indefatigable industry 
in business ; a man eloquent in assemblies, agree- 
able in conversation, and dexterous in all manner of 

• John Lord Somtrs, l*reBident of Iha Cuuncil. 

t Sidney Earl uf Oodolphin.Lortl Higb Treasurer. 

{ Edward RuBsel, Earl of Oxftinl. 

^ At 1.-L HogUE, in 1692. 

jl William CavendiBh, Duke of DeiunBbite, Lord Stewuid 
"fthr HdiiaeboUl 
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{mblic aegocitions. These letters add, that Ve- 
rono,* who is also of this council, has lately set 
sail to his government of Patricia, with design to 
confirm die affections of the people in the interests 
of his Queen. This minister is master of great abi- 
lities, and is as industrious and restless for the pre- 
servation of the liberties of the people, as the greatest 
enemy can be to subvert them. The influence of 
tiiese personages, who are men of such distinguished 
parts and virtues, makes the people enjoy the iftmost 
tranquiili^ in Hie midst of a war, and gives them 
undoubted hopes of a secure peace from their vigi^ 
lance and inte^ty. 

AdvertisemaU. 

Upon ttke hiiml^e petition .of running stationers, 
&c. this Paper may be had of them, for the future, 
at the price of one penny.f 
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noHH eitfTrmgo Ubelli. 

Juv. 8at. i. S5, 86 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our m6tley paper seizes for its thenf^e, P. 

WkUe'g C^Mcolate-kouse, April, 20. 

'< Who «anies that lost thing love, wiUioat a tear, 
ifiiaoe so debandi'd by ill-bred customs' here ? 
To an exact perfection they have brought 
The action love, the passion is forgot. 

This ffas long ago a witty author's lamentation,, 
but the evil still continues ; and, if a man of any 
delicacy were to attend the discourses of the young 

• Thomas, Earl of M^arton, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
i The p>eceding papers had been given gratis^ 
VOL. I. E 
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fellow* of thia age, h« would believe there wen 
inn but prostitutes to make the objects of passion. 
o true it iit what tlie author of the above venet 
said, a little before hi» dealli, of the modem pre- 
tenders to gallantry : " they set up for wits in thii 
age, by sajiug, when they are Hober, what they of 
the last spoke only when they were drunk." But 
Cupid is not only blind at present, but dead dinnk; 
he has lost all his faculties ; else how should Celi* 
o long a maid, with that agreeable behavionrl 
inna with that sprightly wit? Lesbia with that 
heavenly voice ? and Sacharissa, with all those ex- 
cellencies in one person, frequent the park, the 
play, and murder the poor Tits that drag her ttf 
public places, and not a man turn pale at her ap- 
pearance? But suchia the fallen state of love, that 
if it were not for honeat Cyiithio, who is true to tlw 
cause, we should hardly have a pattern left of the 
ancient worthies that way : and indeed he has but 
very little encouragement to persevere; but he has 
a devotion, rather than a love for his mistress, and 
says, 

" Only tell her thai I lute. 

Leave the TCBt lo her and f^te; 
Some kiBd planet from above 
May, peibitpi, ber passion move : 

Lurers on Iheir stars muat vrait." 

But the stars I am so intimately acquainted wift, 
that I can assure him he will never have her: for, 
would you believe it? tliough Cynthio has wit, 
good sense, fortune, and his very being depends 
upon her, the termagant for whom he sighs is in 
love with a. fellow who stares in the glass all the 
time be is with her, and lets her plainly see she 
may possibly be his rival, but never his mistress. 
Yet Cynthio, the same unhappy man whom I men- 
tioned in my first narrative, pleases himself with & 
^ain j'niairination that, with the lau^uatfe of his 
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eyeSy now he has found who she is, he shall con- 
quer her, though her eyes are intent upon one who 
looks from her; which is ordinary with the sex. It 
is certainly a mistake in the ancients to draw the 
little gendeman Love as a blind boy ; for his real 
character is a little thief that squints; for ask Mrs. 
Meddle, who is a confident, or spy, upon all the 
passions in town, and she will tell you that the 
whole is a game of cross purposes. The lover is 
generally pursuing one who is in pursuit of another, 
and running from one that desires to meet him. 
Nay, the nature of this passion is so justly repre- 
sented in a squinting little thief (who is always in 
a double action), that do but observe Clarissa next 
time you see her, and you will find, when her eyes 
have made their soft tour round the company, she 
makes no stay on him they say she is to marry, 
but rests two seconds of a minute on Wildair, who 
neither looks nor thinks on her, or any woman else. 
However, Cynthio had a bow from her the other 
day, upon which he is very much come to himself ; 
and I heard him send his man of an errand yester- 
day without any manner of hesitation ; a quarter of 
an hour after which he reckoned twenty, remem- 
bered he was to sup with a friend, and went ex- 
actly to his appointment. I sent to know how he 
did this morning ; and I find that he had not forgot 
he spoke to me yesterday. 

WiWs Coffee-house, April 20. 

This week being sacred to holy things, and no 
public diversions allowed, there has been taken no- 
tice of even here a little Treatise called, " A Pro- 
ject for the Advancement of Religion : dedicated to 
the Countess of Berkeley.*" The title wa^ so un- 
common, and promised so peculiar a way of think- 
ing, that every man here has read it; and as many 
« First pnbUshed by Swift in 1700. 
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as hare done so have approvrd it. It is fnIRn- 
with the spirit of one who han seen the woitd 
enough to undervalue it with ffood-hreeding. The 
author must certainly b« a Dian of wisdom aa well 
as piety, and huve apent much time in the exerciH 
of both. The real causes of the decay of the inle- 
rest of religion are set forth in a clear and liTelf 
manner, without unseasonable iiassions; and me 
whole air of the book, as to the language, the Ki- 
timents, and tlic TeaBooings, shows it was written 
by one whose virtue sits easy about him, and to 
whom vice is thoroughly contemptible. It was said 
by one of this company, alluding to that knowledge 
of the world the author aeems to have, " The nan 
writes much like a gentleman, and goes to HeaTH 
with a very good mien," 

St. Jamc»'» Coffee-kovse, April 20. 
Letters from Italy say, tliat tlie Mart^uiB de Piie, 
upon the receipt of an express from the Court of 
V ienna, went immediately to the palace of CardiflBl 
Patilucci, Minister of State to his Holiness, and de- 
manded, in the namo of his Imperial Majeaty, that 
King Charles should fortliwith be acknowledged 
King of Spain, by a solemn act of the congregation 
of Cardinals appointed for that purpose. He de- 
clared at the same time, that if the least hesitatioD 
were made in this most important article of the late 
treaty, he should not only be obliged to leave Rome 
himself, but also transimit his master's orders to the 
Imperial troops to face about, and return into the 
ecclesiastical dominions. When the Cardinal re- 
ported this message to the Pone, liis Holiness wai 
struck with so sensible an affliction, that he burst 
into tears. His sorrow was aggravatod by letters 
which immediately aft«r arrived from the Court of 
Madrid, wherein his Nuncio acquainted him, that, 
1 the news of his accommodation with the Em- 
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peror, he had received a message to forbear coming 
to Court, and the people were so highly provoked, 
that they could hardly be restrained from insulting 
hid palace. These letters add, that the King of 
Denmaric was gone from Florence to Pisa, and from 
Pisa to Leghorn, where the Governor paid his Ma- 
jesty all imaginable honours. The Ring designed to 
go from thence to Lucca, where a magnificent 
tournament was prepared for his diversion. An 
English man of war, which came from Port-Mahon 
to Leghorn in six days, brought advice, that the 
fleet commanded by Admiral Whitaker, was safely 
arrived at Barcelona, with the troops and ammunition 
which he had taken in at Naples. 

General Boneval, Governor of Comachio, had 
summoned the magistrates of all the towns near that 
place to appear before him, and take an oath of 
fidelity to his Imperial Majesty ; commanding also 
the gentry to pay him homage, on pain of death and 
connscation of goods. Advices trom Switzerland 
inform us, that the bankers of Geneva were utterly 
ruined by the failure of Mr. Bernard. They ada, 
that the D^uties of the Swiss Cantons were re- 
turned from Soleure, were they were assembled at 
the instance of the French Ambassador, but were 
very much dissatisfied with the reception they had 
from that Minister. It is true he' omitted no civi- 
lities or expressions of friendship from his master 
but he took no notice of their pensions and arrears : 
what further provoked their indignation was, that 
instead of twenty-five pistoles, formerly allowed to 
each member for their charge in coming to the Diet, 
he had presented them with six only. They write 
irom Dresden, that King Augustus was still busy in 
recruiting his cavalry, and that the Danish troops 
that lately served in Hungary had orders to be m 
Saxony by the middle of May ; and that his Majesty 
of Denmark was expected at Dresden in tVve b^-^ 
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gioning of that month. King Augntttus niaicesBMt 
preparations fur h'm reception, and has apMoMl 
■ix^ coaches, each drawn by sis horses, for All 
purpose : the interview of ^ese Princes aSotIt 
great matter for speculation. Letters from Fan, 
of the twenty-second of this month, say, ibU 
Marshal Uarcourtund the Duke of Berwick w«i« 
pteparing to go into Alsace and Dauphine, bat 
that their trooi^ were in want of all maoBer of 
necesiiaries. The Court of France had received 
advices from Madrid, that on the seventh of thii 
month the States of Spain had with much raagnifi- 
cence acknowledged the Prince of AsturiHs presutap* 
tive heir to the Crown, This was performed U 
Buen-Itetiro : the Deputies took the oatlis on Hai 
occasion from fht^ hnnds of Cardinal Portocarrero. 
These advices add, that it was signified in the 
Pope's Nuncio by order of Council, to depart firom 
that Court in twenty-four hours, and that a guard 
was accordingly appointed to conduct him to 
Bayonne. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-sixth ia- 
stant informs us, that Prince Eugene was to set oat 
the next day for Brussels, to put all things in a rea- 
diness for opening the campaign. They add, that 
the grand Pensioner having reported to Uie Dake of 
Marlborough what passed in the last conference wHk 
Mr. Rouille, his Grace had taken a resolution im- 
mediately to return to Great Britain, to commn^ 
cate to her Majesty all that has been transacted ia 
that important affair. 

From my owu Apartment, April 20. 

The nature of my miscellaneous work is snclli 

that I shall always take the liberty to tell for nevs 

such things (let them have h^pened never so much 

before the time of writing) as have escaped public 

r iiATe been represented to the world; 
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provided that I am still within rules, and trespafse 
not as a Tatler any farther than in an incorrectness 
of style, and writing in an air of common speech. 
Th«8, if any thing that is said, even of old Anchises 
or £neas, be set by me in a different light than has 
hitherto been hit upon, in order to inspire the love 
and admiration of worthy actions, you will, gentle 
reader, I hope, accept of it for intelligence you 
had not before. But I am going into a narrative, 
the matter of which I know to be true : it is not 
only doing justice to the deceased merit of such 
persons, as, had they lived, would not have had it 
in their power to thank me, but also an instance of 
greatness of sprit in the lowest of her Majesty's 
subjects. Take it as follows : 

A% the siege of Namuv by the allies, there were 
m the ranks of the company commanded by Cs^tain 
Pinoent, in Colonel Frederick Hamilton's regiment, 
one Unnion, a corporal, and one Valentine a private 
centinel : there happened between these two men 
a dispute about a matter of love, which, upon some 
aggravations, grew to an irreeoncileable hatred. 
Uanion, being the oiicer of Valentinie, took all op> 
portiimties even to strike his rivals and profess the 
spite and revenge which moved him lo it. The 
ceBtmel bore it without resistance ; but frequently 
tud, he would die to be revenged on that tyrant* 
They had spent whole months thus, one injuring, 
the other compliuning ; when in the midst of thia 
rage towards each other, they were commanded 
npen the attack of the castle, where the corporal 
'received a shot in the thigh, and feU ; the French 

Casing on, and he expecting to be tranpkd lo 
Ah, called out to Ms enemy. Ah, Valentm^, can 
jfoit leave me here? Valentine immediately ran 
haek, uid m the imdst of a thick &re df the Frendh 
took the corporal upon his back, and brought him 
tkcongh alt that danger as far as the Abbey of 
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Salsine, where a cannon ball took off his 
his body fell under his enemy whom he was catty' 
ing' otF. Unnion immediately forgot his wound, row 
ap, tearing his hair, and then threw hiuiseif upon 
the bleeding carcase, crying, " Ah, Veientioe!. 
was it for me, who have so barbarously used line, 
that thou hast died? 1 will not live after thee." 
He was not by any means to be forced from the 
body, but was removed with it bleeding in hii 
arms, and attended with tears by all their comradea 
who knew their enmity. When he was brought to 
a tent, his wounds were dressed by force ; but the 
next day stdl calling upon Valentine, and lameot- 
ing his cruelties to him, he died in the pangs of te- 
morse and despair. 

It may be a question among men of noble senti- 
ments, whether of these unfortunate persona had 
the greater soul; he that was so generons as to 
venture his life for his enemy, or he who could not 
survive the roan that died, laying upon him such u 
obligation } 

When we see spirits like these in a people, to 
what heights may we not suppose their glory nuy 
rise ! but (as it is excellently observed by Sallust) 
it is not only to the general bent of a nation th^ 
great revolutions are owing, but to the extraordi' 
nary genios that led them. On which occasion, 
he proceeds to say, that the Romaji greatness wat 
neidier to be attributed to their superior policy, for 
in that the Carthagenians excelled ; nor to their ¥&» 
lour, for in that the Gauls were preferable ; but to 
particular men, who were born for the good of 
their country, and formed for gr*at attempts. Tlua 
he says to introduce the characters of Csesar and 
Cato. It would be entering into too weighty a 
discourse for this place, if I attempted to shew, 
that our nation has produced as great and able men 
' ' ntiblic affairs as any other. But 
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reader owtraBS me, and fixes liia iaigiaeiioB apoa 
the Duke of Marlborough. It is, sethiaks, a 
pleasing reflection to consider the dispeasatioas of 
ProYiden<^ in the fortune of this iUastrioas bmui, 
who, in the space of forty years, has passed throagh 
all die gradatioas of human life, until he has as- 
cended to the character of a Prince^, and beeoow 
the scourge oi a tyrant, who sat on one of the great- 
est thrones of Europe, before the aMn who was lo 
haye the greatest part in his down£di had made one 
step in the world. But such elevatioBS are the na- 
tural consequences €)i an exact prudence, a calm 
courage, a well-gOTcnied temper, a patient amhs- 
tion, and an affable behayiour. These arts, as they 
are the steps oi his greatness, so they are the pillars 
of it now it is raised. To this, her glorioas son. 
Great Biitain is indebted for the happy condact of 
her arms, in whom she can boast, that she has pro- 
duced a man formed by Nature to lead a aation of 
heroes. 
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QMteqmd ^gmU komitUB- 



mutri CMifmrrago UbeUi. 

JUY. SaL i. 86, 8a, 

Wliate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Onr motley paper seizes Hot its theme. P. 

Wia*» Cafise-komte, April 22. 

I AM just come from visiting Sappho, a fine lady, 
who writes verses, sings, dances, and can say and 

* In flie year 1704, in conseqnenee of tiie memorable tig- 
tory at Hoefasted, tlie Ihike of Maribotoogh was appointed a 
Prince of tiie Empire, and had Mildenheim assigned for hi 
principality. Not. 12, 1705. 
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do whatever she pleuae», without the imputatim of 
any tiling that can injure her character ; for she it 
so well known to have no passina bat self-love ; or 
folly, but affectation ; that now, upon any occasion, 
they only cry, *" It is her way ! " and, " That is so 
like herl" without farther redeclion. As 1 came 
into the room, she cries, " Oh ! Mr. Bickerstaff, I 
am utterly undone ; 1 have broke that pretty Italian 
fan I showed you when you were here last, wherein 
were so admirably drawn our firnt parents in Para- 
dise, asleep in each other's arms. But there is such 
an affinity between paintinft; and poetry, that I have 
been improving the images which were raised by 
that picture, by readinj^ the same representatjon in 
two of our greatest poets. Look you, here are the 
same passages in Milton and in Dryden. AH Mil- 
ton's tiioughts are wonderfully just and natural, in 
that inimitable description which Adum makes of 
himself in the eighth book of I'aradise Lost. But 
there is none of them finer than that contained 
in the following lines, where he tells 
thoughts, when he was falling asleep a little after 
the c ■ 



Wliile tlius 1 call'd, and alrny'd t ktiow not whither, 
From whence I first drew air, and first heheld 
Thia happj light; whea answer none return'il, 
Od a gceCD shady bank, profuse of fluwera, .^^H 

PeDsiie 1 sate me down : there gentle sleep ^^^H 

First found me, and with sol't appreHaioa seiz'd ^^^^t 
Mf drowned sense, untniubied, Uiuugh I thongU ^^^H 
I then was passing fo loy former state, "^^ 

Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve. ' 

But now I cannot forgive this odious thing, this 
Dryden, who in his "State of Innocence," bu 
given my grand-grandmother Eve the same appre- 
hensiuu of annihilation on a very dili'erent occasion ; 
as Adam pronounces it of himself, when he was 
seized with a pleasing kind of stupor and deadneas; 
I'es herself falling away, and dissolving in 
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the hurry of a rapture. Howeyer, the Terser are 
▼c^ good, and I do not know but what she says 
may be natural : I will read them. 

When yoar kind eyes look'd languishing on mine* 
And wreathing arms did soft embraces join ; 
A doubtful trembling seized me first all o'er, 
Then wishes, and a warmth unknown before ; 
What follow'd was all ecstacy and trance. 
Immortal pleasures round my swimming eyes did dance;- 
And speechless joys, in whose sweet tumults tost, 
I thought my breath and my new Being lost. 

She went on, and said a thousand good things at 
random, but so strangely mixed, that you would be 
mt to say, all her wit is mere good luck, and not 
the effect of reason and judgment. When I made 
my escape hither, I found a gentleman playing the 
critic on two other great poets : eyen V irgil and 
Homer. He was observing, that Virgil is more ju- 
dicious than the other in the epithets he gives his 
hero. Homer's usual epithet, said he, is noSot; wws, 
or no8a/;xi}f, and his indiscretion has been often 
rallied by the critics, for mentioning the nimbleness 
of foot in Achilles, though he describes him stand* 
ing, sitting, lying down, fighting, eating, drinking, 
or in any other circumstance, however foreign or 
repugnant to speed and activity. Virgil's common 
epithet to JEneas is Pius, or Pater. I have there- 
fore considered, said he, what passage there is in 
any of his hero's actions, where either of these ap- 
pellations would have been most improper, to see 
if I could catch him at the same fault with Homer ; 
and this, I think, is his meeting with Dido in the 
cave, where Pius ^neas would have been absurd, 
and Pater Mneas a burlesque : the poet therefore 
wisely dropped them both for Dux Trajanus ; which 
he has repeated twice in Juno's speech, and his 
own narration ; for he very well knew, a loose ac- 
tion might be consistent enough with the u 
manners of a solder, though it became tvc^V^Eifi 
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cfaasti^ o4' a pious man, nor the gravity ofthattAm 
of a people. 

Grecian Coffee-house, April 22. 

While other parts of the town are amused nidi 
the present actions, we generally spend the evening 
at this table in inquiries into antiquity, and think 
any thing News which gives us new knowledge. 
Thus we are making a very pleasaut entertainment 
to oursetveg, in (luuing the aiiUons of Homer's Iliad 
iDto an exact Journal. 

This Poem is introduced by Chryses, king of 
Chryseis and priest of Apollo, who comes to re- ' 
demand his daughter, who had been carried qS tt ' 
the taking of that city, and ipven to Agamemnon ! 
for his part of the booty. The refusal he receiTea 
enrages Apollo, who for nine day» ahowered down 
darts upon them, which occasioned the pestilence. | 

The tenth day Achilles assembled the council, 
and encourages Chalcas to apeak for the surrender 
of Chryseis to appease Apollo. Agamemnon and 
Achilles storm at one another, nut with standing 
which, Agamemnon will not release his prisoner, 
unless he has Briseis in her stead. After long coO' 
testations, wherein Agamemnon gives « glorioiu 
character of Achilles's valour, he determhujs to re- 
store Chryseis to her father, and sends two herald* ' 
to fetch away Briiseis from Achilles, who abaodoiu 
himself to sorrow and despair. His mother Theslu 
comes to comfort him under his affliction, and pro- 
to represent his sorrowful lametitaUon to Ju- 
piter: but he could not attend to it^ for, the evea- 
mg before he had appointed to divert himself for 
two days beyond the seas with the harmless EthJO- 

It was the twenty'fir^t day after Chryseia's arrival 

at the camp, that Thetis went very early to demand 

idlenct: of Jupiter. The means he used to ss- 
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tiflfy her were, to persuade the Greeks to attack the 
Trojans ; that so they might perceive die conse- 
quence of contemning Achilles, and the miseries 
diey suffer, if he does not head them. The next 
night he orders Agamemnon, in a dream, to attack 
them : who was deceired with the hopes of ohtain- 
ing a victory, and also taking the city, without 
sharing Ihe honour with Achilles. 

On the twenty-second in the morning he assembles 
the f^ouncil, and having made a feint of raising tilie 
seige and retiring, he declares to them his dream ; 
and, together witii Nestor and Ulysses, resolves on 
an engagement. 

This was the twenty-third day, which is full of 
incidents, and which continues from almost the be- 
ginning of the second canto to the eighth. The 
armies being then drawn up in view of one another. 
Hector brings it about that Menelaus and Paris, the 
two persons concerned in the quarrel, should decide 
it by a swgle combat, which tending to the advant- 
age of Menelaus, was interrupted by a cowardiqe 
fl^sed by Minerva: then both armies engage, 
where the Trojans have the disadvantage ; but be- 
ing afterwards animated by Apollo, ^y repulse 
the enemy, yet they are once again forced to give 
ground ; but their affairs were retrieved by Hector, 
who has a single combat with Ajax. The gods 
threw themselves into the battle : Juno and Minerva 
took the Grecians' part and Apollo and Mars the 
Trepans'; but Mars and Venus are both wounded 
by Diomedes. 

The truce for burying the slain ended the twenty- 
third day, after which the Greeks threw up a great 
intrenchment, to secure their navy from danger. 
Councils are held on both sides. On the morning 
of the twenty-fourth day the battle is renewed, but 
in a very disadvantageous manner to the Greeks^ 
who are beaten back to their mtrenc\uai€^\i&. K^- 
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menmon, being in despair at this ill succes>rpv> 
poses to the council to quit the enterprise, and retire 
from Troy. But by the advice of Nestor, he is pet- 
HUaded to regain Achilles, by returnin); Briseis, and 
sending him considerable preaenta. Hereupon 
UtyHses and Ajax are sent to that hero, who con- 
tinues inflexible in his anger. Ulyssea, at hia re- 
turn, joins himself with Diomedcs, and }(oes in tbe 
night to gain intelligence of the enemy : they euUr 
into their rery camp, where finding the ceutinels 
asleep,,they made a great slaughter. Rheu8Us,wbo 
was just then arrived with recruits from Thrace (or 
tlie Trojana, was killed iu that action. Here 
ends the tenth canto. The sequel of this Journal 
will be inserted in the nest article from this place. 

St. Jamet't Coffee-house, April 22. 
We hear from Italy, that notwithstanding tbe 
Pope has received a leller from the Duke of AiyoQ, 
demanding of him to explain himself upon the anair { 
uf acknowledging King Charles, his holiness bu { 
not yet thought tit to send any answer to that prince. 
The court of Kome appears very much raortifiedi 
tliat ^ey are not to sec his Majesty of Denmark in 
that city, having perhaps given themselves vain 
hopes from a visit made by a Protestant prince to 
that see. The Pope has dispatched a gentleman to 
compliment his Majesty, and sent the King a present 
of all the curiosities and antiquities of Komei'te- 
preseuted in seventeen volumes very richly bound, 
which were taken out of the Vatican library. Let- 
ters from Genoa, of the fourteenth instant, say, 
that a felucca was arrived there, in live days from 
Marseilles, with an account, that the people of that 
city had made an insurrection, by reason of the 
scarcity of provisions ; and that the intendant had 
' some companies of mariners, and tlie raeo 

f lo the galleys, Lo stand to tlieir arms to 
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protect him from yiolence ; but that he began to be 
in as much apprehensions of his guards, as of those 
firom whom Uiey were to defend him. When that 
yessel came away, the soldiers murmured publicly 
for want of pay ; and it was generally believed they 
would pillage the magazines, as the garrisons of 
Grenoble and other towns of France had already 
done. A yessel which lately came into Leghorn 
brought advice, that the British squadron was ar- 
inred at Port^Mahon, where they were taking in 
more troops, in order to attempt the relief of Ali- 
cant, which still made a very vigorous defence. It 
is sud Admiral Byng will be at the head of that 
expedition. The King of Denmark was gone from 
Leghorn towards Lucca. 

They write from Vienna, that in case the allies 
should enter into a treaty of peace with France, 
Count Zinzendorf will be appointed first Plenipo- 
tentiary, the Count de Goes the second, and 
Monsieur Van Konsbruch a third. Major General 
Palmes, envoy extraordinary from her Brittannic 
Majestjr, has been very urgent with that court to 
make their utmost efforts against France the ensu- 
ing cunpaign, in order to oblige it to such a peace 
as may establish the tranquillity of Europe for the 
liiture. 

We are also informed, that the Pope uses all ima- 
ginable shifts to elude the treaty concluded with the 
£mp^t>r, and that he demanded the immediate 
Testitution of Comschio ; insisting also, that his Im- 
perial Majesty should ask pardon, and desire abso- 
nition for what had formerly passed, before he would 
solemnly acknowledge King Charles. But this was 
utterly refused. 

They hear at Vienna by letters from Constanti- 
nople, dated the twenty-second of February last, 
that, on the twelfth of Uiat month, the Grand Seig- 
nior took occasion, at the celebration of the festivals 
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of the Husaulmeii, to set all the Christiftn ill 
which were id the galleys at liberty. 

AdTioesfrom Switzerland import, that the preach' 
a of the couDty of Tockeuburg continue (u crmU 
new jealousies of the Pmteslauts ; and Home distur- 
bances lately happened there on tliat account. IV 
Vtoteslants and Papists in the town of Ilaounui go 
to divine service one after another in the soaiB 
church, as is usual in many other parts of Switsw- 
land ; but on Sunday the tenth instant, the Poinili 
Curate, having ended his service, attempted to W 
der the Protestaikts from entering into the Churcb, 
according to custom ; but the Protestants briskly 
attacked him and his party, and broke into it by 

Last night between Hcven and eight his Graee tte 
Duke of Marlborough arrived at Court. 

From my own Apartment, 
The present great captains of the age, the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, having beei 
the subject of the discourse of the last company I 
was ill ; it has naturally led me into a consider&tioB 
of Alexander and C»aar, the two greatest asmei 
that ever appeared before this century. Id order to 
enter into iheir characters, there needs no more but 
examining their behaviour in parallel circumstances. 
It must he allowed, that they had an equal great- 
uens of soul; but Cesar's was more corrected aw! 
allayed by a mixture of prudence and circumspec- 
tion. This is seen conspicuously in one particular 
in their histories, wherein they seem to have cihowa 
exactly the difference of their tempers. Wbea 
Alexander, after a long course of victories, would 
still have led his soldiers farther from home, they 
unanimously refused to follow him. We meet with 
the like behaviour in Gicsar's array in the midst of 
larc/i a^fainst Ariovistus, Let, us therefore nb- 
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senre the conduct of our two generals in so nice an 
aficur : and here we find Alexander at the head of 
bis army, upbrsdding them with their cowardice, and 
meanness of spirit; and in the end telling them 
plainly he would go forward himself, though not a 
man followed him. This showed indeed an exces- 
sive bravery ; but how would the commander have 
come off, if the speech had not succeeded, and the 
soldiers had taken him at his word? the project 
leems of a piece with Mr. Bray's in ** The Re- 
hearsal,'' who, to gain a clap in his prologue, comes 
oat with a terrible fellow in a fur-cap following him, 
and tells his audience if they would not like his play, 
he would lie down and have his head struck off If 
tills gained a clap, all was well ; but if not, there 
was nothing left but for the executioner to do his 
office. But CiBsar would hot leave the success of 
his speech to such uncertain events : he shows his 
men the unreasonableness of their fears in an obliging 
nuumer, and concludes, that if none else would 
march along with him he would go himself with the 
tenth legion, for he was assured of their fidelity and 
valour, though all the rest forsook him; not but 
tiliat, in all probability, they were as much against 
the march as the rest. The result of all was very 
natural ; the tenth legion, fired with the praises of 
their general, send thanks to him for the just opinion 
he entertains of them ; and the rest, ashamed to be 
outdone, assure him, that they are as ready to follow 
where he pleases to lead them, as any other part of 
the army. 
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QuiffdU agunl kaminet 

naitru tttfarragii KMIi. 
Jut. Sal. i. 



so just ail obserTation, Aat iBocking it 
catcliing, that I am become an unhappy instance of 
it, and am (in the same ntanueT that I have pe|w«- 
sented Mr. Partridge") myself a dying maa, n 
cowpensoD of the vigvur with which I first aet out 
'n the world. Had it been otherwis«, you nay ha 
lura T would not have pretended to have ^Tex for 
lews, as I did last Saturday, a di«ry of the siege 
of Troy. But man is a creature very t 
with himself; the g^reatest heroes are 
fearM ; the sprightliest wits at some hours dull ; and 
the ^atest politicians on some occasions whineioal. 
But I shall not pretend to palliate or exouM tbft 
matter ; for I tind by a calculation of lur own na- 
tivity, that 1 cannot hold out with any tnlerafaja mt 
longer than two minutes after twelve of the clock at 
night, between the eighteenth and nineteenth of tin 
next month : for which space of time you may still 
expect to hear from me, but no longer; exce^ yo» 
will transmit to me the occurrences you meet wifr 
relating to your amours, or any odier subject wittjn 
the rules by which I ItavepropOHedtowatk. [f any 
gentleman or lady sends to Isaac Bickerstaff, esq.' 
at Mr. Morphew's near Stationers -hall, by the 
penny-post, the grief or joy of their soul, whatthey 
think fit, foF the matter shall be related in colours as 

* " Tbia man was a sha^-maker in Covent-sardeii in IQ80, 
yet slfled bimBelf Physlciaa to hia Majesty, in 1082. Bui. 
tliougk he was one of the snoro Physicians, he never atteaded. , 
the court, nor retsived any salary." 
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mnch to tiieir advantage, as thoaa in which Gervas* 
has chrawn the agreeable CUoe^ But since, without 
8«eh assistanee, I frankly con^M, and am sensible, 
Ihat I have not a month's wit move, I HaidL I oaght, 
while I am in my sound healA and senses, to make 
my will and testament ; which I do in manner and 
form following : 

Imprimis, I give to the stock-jobbers about the 
£zclMUige of London, as a security for the trusts 
daily reposed in them, all my real estate ; which I 
do heveby vest in the said body of worthy citizens 
for ever. 

Item, Porasmuch as it is very hard to keep land 
in repair wi&out reaiy cash, I do, out of nay per- 
sonal estate, bestow the bear-skint, which I have 
freqnentiiy l^vt to several societies about this town, 
to supply their neeeseity; I say, I give also the 
said bear-skin as an immediate fund to the said 
citizens for ever. 

Item, I do hereby appoint a certein number of the 
said ci^zeas to take aM the custom-house or customary 
oaitha eonceming all goods imported by the whole 
city ; strictly directing that some select members, 
9m4 not the wIm^ nun^r of a body corporate, should 
be perjured. 

liemy I forbid all n- ■ "S and persons of q— — .ty 
to wateh bargains near and about the Exchange, 
to the diminutioa and wrong of the said stock- 
jobbers. 

Thus far, in as brief and intelligible a manner as 

♦ Jeryas. 

t Stock-jobbers, who contract for a transfer of stock which 
ihey do not possess, are called sellers of bear- skins ; and uni- 
versally whoever sells what he dees not possess is said proptp^ 
timlig to sdl ttuB bear's dan while the bear runs in the woods. 

In the laaeoags of Exchange-alley, Bears signify those who 
buy stock -wiich they cannot receive, or who sell stock which 
tiiey have not. Those who pay noney for what they purchase, 
or who sell stock which they feflMy have, are calVed BulU. 



any will can appear 

learned, I have disposed of » _ 

estate : but, as I am an adept, I have by birth ax 

equal right to ^ve also an indefeasible title to my 

endowniRDts and qualificalioas, whifh I do in the 

folloning manner : 

Hem, I ^vc my cbastit}- to all virgins who baTe 
withstood their market. 

Ittm, I give niy couraffe among all who ttn 
ashamed of .their distressed friends, all eneakera io 
assemblies, and men who show valour in coDunon 
conversation. 

Hem, ) give my wit (as rich men give to the ridi) 
among su<:h as think they have enough already.: 
And in case they shall not accept of the legacyi X, 
give it to BentivoHo* to defend his works from tiuri 
to time, as he shall think fit to publish them. j 

/(em, I bestow my learning upon the honorarfi 
members of the Royal Society. 

Now for the disposal of Ihis body. 

As these eyes must one day cease to gaze on Tera- 
rainta, and this heart shall one day pant no more foij 
her indignation ; that is to say, since this body mu^ 
be earth; I shall commit it to the dust in a maniHfi 
suitable to my character. Therefore, aa there u^ 
those who dispute, whether tliere is any such ie4' 
person as Isaac Bickerstaff or not, 1 shall excuse aU 
persona who appear what they really are, from coin^ 
ing to my funeral. But all those who are, in theii; 
way of life, persona^, as the Latins have it, persoiu. 
assumed, and who appear what they really ore not, 
are hereby invited to that solemnity. 

The body shall be carried by six watchmen, wh^ 
are never seen in the day. 

Item, The pall shall be held by the six moat 
known pretenders to honesty, wealth and powers 
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who are not possessed of any of them. Tlie two first, 
a half lawyer, and a compleat justice. The two 
next a eh3miist, and a projector. The third couple, 
a treasury-solicitor, and a small courtier. 

To make my funeral (what that solemnity, when 
d<Miie to common men, really is in itself) a very 
fiurce, and since all mourners are mere actors on 
these occasions, I shall desire those who are pro* 
fessedly such to attend mine. I humbly, therefore, 
beseech Mrs. Barry to act once more, and be my 
widow. When she swoons away at the church- 
porch, I appoint the merry Sir John Falstaff, and the 
gay Sir Harry Wildair to support her. I desire Mr. 
Pmkethman to follow in the habit of a Cardinal, and 
Mr. Bullock in that of a priTy-counsellor. To make 
up the rest of the appecurance, I desire all the ladies 
vom the balconies to weep with Mrs. Barry, as they 
kjpe to be wives and widows themselyes. I invite 
all, who have nothing else to do, to accept of gloves 
lad scarves. 

Thus, with the great Charles V. of Spain, I resign 
the glories of this transitory world : Yet, at the same 
time, to show you my indifference, and that my 
desires are not too much fixed upon any thing, I own 
to you, I am as willing to stay as to go : therefore 
leave it in the choice of my gentle readers, whe- 
tfmr I shall bear from them, or they hear no more 
bm me." 

Whitens Chocolate-house, April 25. 

£ast«r day being a time when you cannot well 
meet with any but humble adventures; and there 
hiiii|^ such a thkig as low gaUaatry, as well as low 
eottedy. Colonel Ramble * and myself went early 
Mn aidnang into the fields^ which were strewed 
with shepherds and shepherdesses, but indeed of a 
tSerewi^ torn from the sin^licity of those of Area- 

•Probably Colonel Brett. 
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£very heclg;e was conscious of more tl 
the represenlations of enamoured swains admit of. 
While we were surveying the crowd around us, we I 
at a distance a company coming towards Pan- 
church; but though tlicre was not much di>- 
order, we thought we saw ttie figure of a man stuck 
through with a aword, and at every step readr to 
fall, if a woman by his xide bad not supported fam; | 
" 'lowed two and two. When we CMoe i 
appearance, who should it be but Moo- i 
sieur CJuardeloop, mioe and Uamble's French tay- 
lor, attended by others, leading one of Madan 
Depingle's maicls to the church, in order to their 
eBpougals. It was hia sword tucked so high above 
hie waist, and the circumflex which persous of hii 
profession take in their walking, that made him ao- , 
pear at a distance wounded und falling. But, tae i 
morning being rainy, metbuught the march to tliii , 
wedding was but too lively a picture of wedlock ifc , 
self. They seemed botli to have a montli's nund to 1 
make the best of their way single ; yet both tugged I 
arm in arm : and when they were in a dirty way, b« ] 
was but deeper in the luire, by endeavouring to pull , 
out his companion, and yet without helping her. | 
The bridegroom's featheta in liis hat all drooped; . 
one of his shoes had lost an heel. In short, he was I 
in his whole person and dress so extremely soused, i 
that there did not appear one inch or single threul 
about him UHmarned. Pardon me, that the melan- 
choly obejct still dwells upon me so far, as to reduce | 
ining. However, we attended them to the 
where we staid to hear the irrevocable 
B pronounced upon our old servant, and made 
the best of our way to town. I took a resolution ; 
to forbear all married persons, or any in danger of i 
being such, for four and twenty hours at feast; i 
therefore dressed, and went to visit Florimel, ^M ' 
vaiaest thing in town, where I knew would drop in 
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colonel Picket, just come from the camp, her pro- 
fessed admirer. He is of that order of men who 
have much honour and merit, but withal a coxcomb; 
the other of that set of females, who has innocence 
and wit, but the iirst of coquets. It is easy to 
believe, these must be admirers of each other. She 
says the colonel rides the best of any man in Eng- 
land : The colonel says she talks the best of any 
woman. At th6 same time, he understands wit just 
as she- does horsemanship. You are to know, these 
extraordinary persons see each other daily; and 
they themselves, as well as the town, think it will 
be a match : but it can never happen that they can 
come to the point; for, instead of addressing to each 
other, they spend their whole time in reports of them- 
selves : he is satisfied if he can convince her he is a 
fine gentleman, and a man of consequence : and she 
in appearing to him an accomplished lady and a wit, 
without further design. Thus he tells her of his 
manner of posting his men at such a pass, with the 
numbers he commanded on that detachment: she 
tells him how she was dressed on such a day at 
court, and what' offers were made her the week 
following. She seems to hear the repetition of his 
mens* names with admiration, and waits only to 
answer hi|n with as false a muster of lovers. They 
talk to each other, not to be informed, but improved. 
Thus they are so like, that they are to be ever dis- 
tant, and the parallel lines may run together for 
ever, but never meet. 

WilVs Coffee-house, April 26. 

This evening the comedy, called " Epsom Wells," 
was acted for the benefit of Mr. Bullock, who, 
thought he is a person of much wit and ingenuity, 
has a peculiar talent of looking like a fool, and there- 
fore excellently well qualified for the part of Bisket 
in this play. I cannot indeed sufficieulVj ^.^mvt^ 




his way of hearing a beating, as ho does in Uiii 
drama, and that with sach a natural air and proprie- 
ty of folly, that one cannot help wishing the whip k 
one's own hand: «o richly does he Keein to deitervt 
his chaBtioement. SkittuI actors think it a very pecu- 
liar happiness to play in a scene with such as lop 
their parts. Therefore 1 cannot hut say, when Im 
jiidgRitfUt of any good author directs him to write t 
'heating for Mr. Bullock from Mr. William Pinkedt- 
man, or for Mr. William Pinketbman from Mf. 
Bullock, thuse excellent players seem to be in dldr 
most Hhining cercumstances, and please me more, 
hut with a dilTerent sort of delight, than that which 
I receive fn»m those 'grave scenes of Brutus and 
tr Antony and Venlidius. The whole co- 
rery just, and tho low part of human lift 
id with much humour and wit. 
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St. Jamea'ii Cqffce-hoiue, April 25. 
We are advised from Vienna, by letters of tht 
twentieth tnstuit, that the Emperor hath latelj 
added twenty new members to his Council of Slate, 
but they have not yet taken their places at the boinl, 
Uenoral Thaun is returned from Baden, luB healtll 
being so well re-established by the baths of that 
place, that he designs to set out next week for Turin, 
to his command of Uie Imjierial troops in the service 
of the Duke of Savoy, tin Imperial Majesty boa 
advanced his brother. Count Henry Thaun, to b« l' 
brigadier, and a counsellor of the Aulic council of 
war. These letters import, that King Stanislaul 
and the Swedish General Crassauaredirectingtbeir 
March to the Nieper, to join the king of Sweden'^ 
army iu Ukrania; that the States of Austria hsT6 
furnished Marshal Heiater with a considerable sua 
of money, to enable him to push on the war vigW' 
oualv in Hungary, where all things as vet are in 
ntjuillity, and that General Tliungen hw 
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been very importunate for a speedy reinforcement of 
the forces on the Upper Rhine; representing at 
the same time what miseries the inhabitants must 
neccMarily undergo, if the designs of France on 
those parts be not speedily and effectually prevent- 
ed. 

Letters from Rome, dated the thirteenth instant, 
say, that, on the proceeding Sunday, his Holiness 
was carried in an open chair from St. Peter's to St. 
Mary's, attended by the sacred College, in cayal- 
crade; and, after mass, distributed several dowries 
for the marriage of poor and distressed virgins. The 
proceedings of that court are very dilatory concern- 
ing the re€M>gnition of King Charles, notwithstand- 
ing the pressing instances of the Marquis de Prie, 
who has declared, that if this affair be not wholly 
concluded by the fifteenth instant, he will retire irom 
that court, and order the Imperial troops to return 
into the Bcclesiaslical State. On the other hand, 
die Duke of Anjou's minister has, in the name of 
his master, demanded of his Holiness to explain 
himself on tfaatafiair ; which, it said, will be finally 
determined in a consistory to be held on Monday 
next; the Duke of d'Uzeda designing to delay his 
departure until he sees the issue. These letters also 
say, that ihe court was mightily alarmed at the news 
which they received by an express from Ferrara, 
that General Boneval, who commands in Camachio, 
had sent circular letters to die Inhabitants of St. 
Alberto, Longastrino, Fillo, and other adjacent parts, 
enjoinoig them to come and swear fealty to the 
Empeior, and receive new vestitures of their fiefs 
(torn his hands. Letters from other parts of Italy 
say, that the king of Denmark continues at Lucca; 
that four English and Dutch men of war were seen 
off Oneglia, bound for Final, in order to transport ths 
troops designed for Barcelona; and tha' 
jesty*s ship the Colchester arrived at lil ^ 
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fourth instaat from Port MahoD, with adyLoa, t 
Major Oeneral Staohope designed to depart from < 
thence the first instant with six or seven thouaand 
men, to attempt the relief of the castle of Alicant. 

Our last advicBB from Berlin, bearing date the i 
twenty- seventh instant, import, that the king wat 
gone to Linum, and the ijueen to Mecklenburgbl ' 
but that their majasties designed to return the next- ' 
week to Oranienburgh, where a great chase of wild 
beasts was prepared for their diversion, and frmn 
thence they inteud to proceed together to Potsdam; 
that the prince royal was set out for Brabant, but in* 
tended to make some abort stay at Hanover. These 
letters eJso inform us, that they are advised from 
Obory, that the king of Sweden, bemg on his march 
towards Holkl, met General Renne with a detach- 
ment of Muscovites, who placed some regiments in 
ambuscade, attacked the i^wedes in their rear, and 
putting tiiem to flight, killed two diousanil men, the 
king himself having his horse shot under him. 

We hear from Copenhagen, that, the ice bemg 
broke, the !^Dund is again open for the ships; and 
that they hoped his majesty would return sooner 
than they at tirst expected. 

Letters front the Hague, dated May the fourth, 
N. S. say, that an express arrived there on the tirst, 
front Prince Eugene to his grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough. The Slates are advised that the auxiliarien 
of Saxony were arrived on the frontiers of the Unit- 
ed Provinces ; and also, that the two regiments of 
Wolfenbuttel, and four thousand troops from Wer- 
temberg, who are to serve in Flanders, are in full 
march thither. Letters from Flanders say, that the 
great convoy of ammunition and provisions, which 
set out from Ghent for Lisle, was safely arrived 
at Courtray. We hear from Paris, that the king 
has ordered the militia on the coasts of Normandy 
and Brctagne to be in readiness to march; and that 
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the court was in apprehension of a descent, to ani- 
mate the people to rise in the midst of their present 
hardships. 

They write from Spain, that the Pope's Nuncio 
left Madrid the tenth of April, in order to go to 
Bayonne ; that the Marquis de Bay was at Badajos, 
to observe the motions of the Portugueze : and that 
the Count d'Estain, with a body of iive thousand 
men, was on his march to attack Gironne. The 
Duke of Anjou has deposed the Bishop of Lerida, 
as being a favourer of the interest of King Charles, 
and has sununoned a convocation at Madrid, com- 
posed of the archbishops, bishops, and states of that 
kingdom, wherein he hopes they will come to a re- 
solution to send for no more bulls to Rome. 



J^° 8. THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 1709. 



Quicquid agunt hinmnes 

no8lri est farrago UbeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WilTs Coffee-home, April 26. 

The play of The London Cuckolds was acted this 
erening before a suitable audience, who were ex- 
tremely well diverted with that heap of vice and 
absurmty. The indignation which Eugenio, who 
is a g^nueman of just taste, has upon occasion of 
seeing human nature fall so low in its delights, made 
him, I thought, expatiate upon the mention of this 
play very agreeably. Of all men living, said he, 
I pity players (who must be men of good under- 
standing, to be capable of being such), that they 
are obliged to repeat and assume proper gestures 
for representing thing's of which their lea^ou t&xx^V 
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be ashamed, and which they must disdain Ifaeir 
audience for approving. The amendment of thsH 
low gratification a is only to be made by people <rf 
condition, by encouraging the representation of tht 
noble characters drawn by Shakespeare and otheri; 
from whence it is impossible to return without strOKg 
impressions of honour and humanity. On these M- 
casions, distress is laid before us with all its caoMi 
and consequences, and our resentment placed to- 
cording to the merit of the persons afflicted. Wen 
dramas of this nature more acceptable to the taste of 
the town, men who have genius would bend theif 
studies to ence) in them. How forcible an effect 
this would have on oitr minds, one needs no i 
than to observe how strongly we are touched by 
mere pictures. Who can see Le Bruu's picture of 
the Battle of Porus without entering into the charac- 
ter of that fierce and gallant man, ami being accord' i 
ingly spurred to an emulation of hi» constancy and 
courage? When he is falling with his wound, his 
features are at the same time very terrible and Iin- 
guishitig ; and there is such a stern faintneaa dlfiiued 
through all his look, as is apt tn move a kiad of 
horror, as well as pity, in the biiholder. This, I «ay, 
is an effect wrought by mere lights and shades ; c<m- 
sider also a representation made by words only, aa 
in an account given by a good writer. Catiluie in 
Rallust makes just such a figure as Porua by Le 
Brun. It is said of him, Catalina vera Umgi a firfi 
inter hostitwn cadevera repertm e»t : pautitlum etiam 
spinmt, fa-ocitatemque animi, quam vimu kabitenA, 
in vultv, retmen*. " Catiline wag found killed, for ; 
from hia own men, among the dead bodies of Ae { 
enemy; he seemed still to breathe, and atill retained' 
in his face the name fierceness he had when ha wot • 
livinc." You have in that one sentence a lively im- 
of his whole life and actions. Wnat I ' 
would initjiiuate from a\\ tb\H \a, WwA if the painter 
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and the historian can do thus much in colours and 
language, what may not be perfonned by an excel- 
lent poet, when the character he draws is presented 
by tke person, the manner, the look, and the motion, 
of an accomplished player? If a thing painted or 
related can irresistibly enter our hearts, what may 
not be brought to pass by seeing generous things 
performed before our eyes ? Eugenio ended his dis- 
oonne, by recommending the apt use of a theatre, 
fui the most agreeable and easy method of making a 
polite and moral gentry; which would end in render- 
mg the rest of the people regular in their behaviour, 
and ambitious of laudable undertakings. 

St. James's Coffee-house, April 27. 

Letters from Naples of the ninth instant, N. S. 
advise, that Cardinal Grimani had ordered the regi- 
ment commanded by General Pate to march towards 
Final, in order to embark for Catalonia; whither 
also a thousand horse are to be transported from 
Sardinia, besides the troops which come from the 
Milanese. An English man of war has taken two 
prizes, one a vessel of Malta, the other of Genoa; 
ooth laden with goods of the enemy. They write 
from Florence of the thirteenth, that his Majesty of 
Denmark had received a courier from the Hague, 
with an account of some matters relating to the treaty 
of peace; upon which he declared, that he thought 
it necessary to hasten to his own dominions. 

Letters from Switzerland infoim us, that the ef- 
fects of the great [Scarcity of com in France were 
felt at Geneva ; the magistrates of which city had 
appointed deputies to treat with the Cantons of Bern 
and Zurich, for leave to buy up such quantities of 
grain within their territories as should be thought ne- 
cessary. The Protestants of Tockenburg are still 
in arms about the convent of St. John, and have de- 
clared, that they will not lay them down \wvlvl t\\^^ 

G 2 
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hare Bofficient security, from the Rumnii CathoUckti 
of living unmolested in the exetcise of their reh^Ok. 
In the mean time, the deputieB of Bern and Tockcn- 
burg: have frequent conferences at Zurich with the 
regency of that Canton, to find out methods for 
quieting these rliaorderB. 
Letters from the Hague, of the third of May, ad- 
vise, tliat the President Rouille, after his last con- 
ference with the deputies of the i^tates, had retind 
to Bodegrare, tive miles distant hx>m Worden, Mid 
expected the return of a courier from France on the 
fourth, with new ingtmetions. It is said, if bii 
answer from the French Court shall not prove aatis- 
factory, he will be desired to withdraw out of these 
parts. In the mean time it is also reported, that hi> 
equipage, as an ambassador on this great occasion, 
is actually on the march towards him. They write 
from Flanders, that tlio greut. convoy of provisions 
which set out from Ghent is sai'ely arriveil at Lisle. 
Those advices add, that the enemy had assembled 
near Tournay a considerable Inidy of troops, drawn 
out of the neighbouring garrisons. Their High 
Mightinesses have sent orders to their Ministers at 
Hamburgh and Dantzic to engage the magistiates of 
those cities to forbid the sale of corn to the French, 
and to signify to them, that the Dutch merchants will 
buy up as much of that couunodity a« they can spare; 
the Hamburghers have accordingly contracted with 
' the t)utcb, and refused any commerce witii the Frfswh 
n that 



I 



From my awn Apartmmt, 
After the lassitude uf a day, spent in the strolling 
maimer which is usual with men of pleasure in Ibia' 
town, and with a head full of a millio. 



which had danced round it for ten hoora to- 
gether, I came to my lodging, and hastened to bed. 
My valet de chambre knows my university trick of 
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reading there ; and he, being a good scholar for a 
geodenuuiy ran over the names of Horace, Tibullus, 
Oyid» and others, to know which I would have. 
** Bring Virgil," said I ; '* and if I fall asleep, take 
care of the candle." I read the sixth book over with 
the most exquisite delight, and had gone half through 
it a second time, when the pleasing ideas of Elysian 
fields, deceased worthies walking in them, sincere 
lovers enjoying their languishment without pain, 
c<Hapa8sion for the unhappy spirits who had mis- 
spent their short day-light, and were exiled from the 
seats of bliss for ever; I say, I was deep again in 
my reading, ^en this mixture of images had taken 
place of all others in my imagination before, and 
lulled me into a dream, from which I am just awake, 
to my g^reat disadvantage. The happy mansion of 
Elysium, by degrees, seemed to be waned from me, 
and the very traces of my late waking thoughts be- 
gan to fade away, when I was cast by a sudden 
whirlpool upon an island, encompassed with a roar- 
ing and troubled sea, 'vdiich shaked its very centre, 
and rocked its inhabitants as in a cradle. The 
islanderB lay on their faces, without offering to look 
up, or hope for preservation ; all her harbours were 
crowded with mariners, and tall vessels of war lay 
in danger of being driven to pieces on her shore. 
** Bless me !" said I, '* why have I lived in such a 
nuuHMr, thai the ccmvulsion of nature should be so 
terrible to me, when I feel myself that the better 
part of me is to survive it? Oh ! may that be in hap- 
piness!" A sudden shriek, in which the whole peo- 
ple <m their faces joined, interrupted my soliloquy, 
and tamed my eyes and attention to the object that 
ikd givmi on that sndden start, in the midst of an in- 
eoBBoUbie and speechless affliction. Immediately 
the winds grew calm, the waves subsided, and the 
people stood up, turning their faces upon a magnifi- 
cent pile in the midst of tiie island. TUeie ^^ \)%- 
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held an hero of a i:omely and erect aspecr, bnt pdt I 
and languid, sitting under a canopy of state. By 
the fates and dumb sorrow of those irlio attendea, 
we thought him in the article of death. At a distance 
sat a lady, whose life seemed to han^ u]Kin the same 
thread with his. She kept her eye^ h^ted upon him, 
and seemed to smother ten thousand thousand name- 
less things, which urged her tenderness to clasp bin 
in her arms ; but her greatness of spirit overcame 
these sentiments, and gave her power to farhear 
disturbing his last moment ; which immediately ap- 
proached*. The hero looked up with an air of neg- 
ligence, and satiety of being, rather tlian of pain to 
leave it; and leaning b&ck his head, exiiired. 

When the heroine, who sat at a distance, saw 
his last instant come, she threw herself at his feet, 
and, kneeling, pressed his hand to her lips ; in which 
posture she continued under the agony of an unut- 
terable sorrow, until conducted from our aig:ht by 
her Attendants. That commanding awe, which ac- 
companies the grief of great minds, restrained the 
multitude while in her presence ; but as soon as she , 
retired they gave way to their distraction, and all the 
highlanders called upon their deceased hero. To 
him,methought,theycri[?d out as to a guardian being; 
and 1 gathered from their broken accents, that it was 
he who had the empire over the ocean and its powers, 
by which he had lung protected the island from ship' 
wreck and invasion. They now give a loose to their ' 
moan, and think themselves exposed without hopes 
of human or divine assistance. White the people 
ran wild, and expressed all the different fonns of 
lamentation, methought a sable cloud overshadowed 
the whole land, and covered its inhabitants with 
darkness : no glimpse of light appeared, except one 
ray from Heaven upon the place in which the heroine 
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low secluded herself from the world, with her eyers 
ixed on those abodes to which her consort was 
isceaded. Methought a long period of time had 
»assed away in mourning and in darkness, when a 
wilight began by degrees to enlighten the hemi- 
sphere ; and, looking round me, I saw a boat rowed 
owards the shore, in which sat a personage adorned 
inth warlike trophies, bearing, on his left arm a shield, 
m which was engrayen the image of Victory, and in 
lis right had a branch of olive. His visage was at 
mce so winning and so a¥rful, that the shield and 
he olive seemed equally suitable to his genius. 

When this illustrious person* touched on the shore, 
le was received by the acclamations of the people, 
ind followed to the palace of the heroine. No plea- 
mre in the glory oi her arms, or the acclamations 
3f her applauding subjects, were ever capable to 
mspend her sorrow for one moment, till she saw the 
olive-branch in the hand of that auspicious messenger. 
At that sight, as Heaven bestows its blessings on 
the wants and importunities of mortals, out of its 
native bounty, and not to increase its own power or 
honour, in compassion to the world, the celestial 
mourner was then first seen to turn her regard to 
things below; and, taking the branch out of the 
warrior's hand, looked at it with much satisfaction, 
and spoke of the blessings of peace with a voice and 
accent, such as that in which guardian spirits whis- 
per to dying penitents assurance of happiness. The 
air was hushed, the multitude attentive, and all na- 
ture in a pause while she was speaking. But as soon 
as the messenger of peace had made some low reply, 
m which, methought, I heard the word Iberia, the 
heroine, assuming a more severe air, but such as 

spoke resolution without rage, returned him the olive, 

• About this time the Duke of Marlborough telvittvftOi ^xovsi 
HoUand^ with the Preliminaries of a Peace. 



mA *||^n veiled her face. Loud cries and clulniig 
'rf KiTOB imnjcdtaUly followed, which forced me fion 
my charming vWian, and drove me back to theK 
iiian«i(ina uf <:art; and sorrow. 

• • Mr. Biekerataff tlianks Mr. Qiiarterstaff for 
hi* kind uiid iiititructiTe lener dated the *26th it 
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Wulrquiil agunt h<.mn„ . 

nadrj atfarragn libeili. 

Jdv. Sat. i. 85, M. 
WbBleVr mull An, »r s>y, or Iblnk, or (Ireatn, 
Out tniiUny pniiur leizen for ila theme. P. 

Wiir$ Cnffet-hMue, April 28. 
This vvcning wc were entertained with The Oli) 
naclMilor, n (^oinody cif deserved reputation. In 
thd eharacler ivliich |i;ives name to the play, there 
i« exoelletilly r(i|ireBei)ted the reluctance of a bat- 
tered debauchee to come into the trammels of order 
and. decency: he neither languishes nor bums, but 
frctii for love. The {gentlemen of more regular be- 
haviour ure drawn with more spirit and wit, and 
the drama introduced by the dialogue of the first 
soetie with uncommon, yet natural conversation. 
The part of Foudlewife is a lively image of the ' 
unseasonable foiidness of au;e and impotence. But I 
instead of such agreeable works as these, the town ] 
I for half an age been tormented with insects ! 
ed Ea*y Writen, whose abilities Mr. Wycherly 



ly described excellently 



lot," siiya he, 

Wrilini), Mliich au>( 
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fellows is called 
may easily write ; 
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Such janty scribblers are so justJy laughed at for 
their sonnets on Philiis and Chloris, and fantastical 
iescriptions in them ; that an ingenious kinsman of 
mine, of the family of the Staffs, Mr. Humphrey 
Ws^taff by name, has, to avoid their strain, « run 
into a way perfectly new, and described things 
exactly as they happen* : he never forms fields, or 
lymphs, or groves, where they are not ; but makes 
he incidents just, as they really appear. For an 
example of it; I stole out of his manuscript the 
ibllowing lines : they are a description of the morn- 
ng, but of the morning in town ; nay, of the morn- 
ng at this end of the town, where my kinsman at 
>resent lodges. 

Now hardly here and there an hackney coach 
Appearing, showed the ruddy mom's approach. 
Now Betty from her master's bed had flown, 
And softly stole to discompose her own ; 
The slipshod 'prentice from his master's door, 
Had par'd the street, and sprinkled round the floor : 
Now Moll had whirl'd her mop with dex'trous airs, 
Prepared to scrub the entry and the stairs. 
' The youth with broomy stumps began to trace 
The kennel-edge, where wheels had worn the place. 
The small-coal man was heard with cadence deep, 
Till drown'd in shriller notes of chinmey-sweep : 
Puns at his Lordship's gates began to meet, 
And brick-dust MoU had scream'd thro' half a street. 
The turnkey now his flock returning sees, 
Duly let out a'nighis to steal for fees ; 
The watchful bailiffs take their silent staiids, 
And school-boys lag with satchels in their hands. 

All that I apprehend is, that dear Numps will be 
ngry I have published these lines ; not that Jie 
as any reason to be ashamed of them, but for fear 
f those rogues, the bane to all excellent perform- 
nces, the imitators. Therefore, before-hand, I bar 
U descriptions of the evening; as, a medley of 

♦ Dr. Swift. 
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verses signifying grey peas are dow cried wann ; tbu 
wenches now begin to amble round die {lUBhageB of 
' e play-house ; or of noon ; as, that line ladies and 
^eat beanx are just yawning out of their bed« and 
windows in Pall-mall, and so forth. 1 forewarn also 
all persons from encouraging any draughts after my 
cousin ; and foretell any man who shall g'o ^outto 
imitate him, that he will be very insipid. The family 
stock is embarked in this design, and we will biM 
admit of counterfeits : Dr. Anderson' and his hein 
enjoy hie pills ; Sir Williani Keadf has the cure d 
eyes ; and Monsieur Rosellij only can cure the gouL 
We pretend to none of these things ; but to exunine 
who oJid who are together, to tell any mistaken mi 
he is not what he believes he is, to distinguish merit, ' 
and expose false pretences to it ; is a liberty our 
family has by law in them, from an intermarriage 
with a daughter of Mr. Scoggin^, the famous droll 
of the last century. This right I design to make use 
of; but will not encroach upon the above-mentioned 
adepts, or any other. At the same time, I shall 
take all the privileges I may as an £nglishmaa, and 
will lay hold of the late act of naturalization to 
introduce what I shall think fit from France. The 
use of that law may, I hope, be extended to people 
the polite world with new characters, as well as the 
kingdom itself with new subjects. Therefore, an 
author of that nation, called La Bruyore, I shall 
make bold with on such occasions : the last person 
I read of iu that writei> was Lord Timon. Timon, 
says my author, is the most generous of all ruen; 

* Anderson was R Scotch physt dan in (he reigns of Chades 
I. and Ctiarles II. 

4 The Uueen's oculist. It is eaid that though he was non- 
detfuliy ijccessful, he could neither read nor write. 

t Russelli, sofflcieuUy known rrum the Bomaiice of his life, 
whieb was written by himself. 

f Scngiiia was a bnnbon in the rcicn uf King James 1. 
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but is so hurried away with that strong impulse of 
bestowing, that he confers benefits without distinc- 
tion^ and is munificent without laying obligations : 
for all the unworthy, who receive from him, have 
so little sense of this noble infirmity, that they look 
upon themselves rather as partners in a spoil, than 
partakers of a bounty. The other day, coming 
mto Paris, I met Timon going out on horseback, 
attended only by one servant. It struck me with a 
sadden damp, to see a man of so excellent a dispo- 
sition, and who understood making a figure so well, 
so much shortened in his retinue : but, passing by 
his house, I saw his great coach break to pieces 
before his door, and by a strange enchantment im- 
mediately turned into many di£ferent vehicles. The 
first was a very pretty chariot, into which stepped 
his Lordship's Secretary: the second was hung a 
little heavier; into that strutted the fat steward: 
in an instant followed a chaise, which was entered 
by the butler. The rest of the body and wheels 
were forthwith changed into go-carts, and run away 
with by the nurses and brats of the rest of the family. 
What makes these misfortunes in the a£fairs of Timon 
tiie more astonishing, is, that he has a better under- 
standing than those who cheat him : so that a man 
knows not which more to wonder at ; the indi£ference 
of the master, or the impudence of the servant. 

White's Chocolate-house, April 29* 

It is a matter of much speculation among the 
beaux and oglers, what it is that can have made so 
sudden a change, as has been of late observed, in 
the whole behaviour of Pastorella, who never sat 
still a moment till she was eighteen, which she has 
now exceeded by two months. Her aiint, who has 
the care of her, has not been always so rigid as she 
is at this present date ; but has so good a sense of 
the frailty of woman, and falsehood of man, that 

VQL. I. H 
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she resolved on all manner of methods to keepPw- 
torella, il' possible, in safety, against herself and dl 
her admirers. At the same time the good lady knew, 
by long experience, that a gay inclination, carbed 
too rashly, would but run to the greater excesses f« 
that restraint; she therefore intended to watch bei> 
and take some opportunity of engaging her insens^ly 
in her own interests, without the anguish of an adno- 
ultion. You are to know then, that Miss, with J' 
her flirting and ogling, had also a strong curiosity it 
her, and was the greatest eaves-dropper breathing, 
Parisatis (for so her prudent aunt is called) observed 
this humour, and retires one day to her closet, into 
which she knew Fastorella would peep, and listen 
to know how she was employed. It happened accord- 
ingly ; and the young lady saw her good guvernante 
on her knees, and, after a mental bekaviow, break 
into these words : " As for the dear child committed 
to my care, let her sobriety of carriage, and seve- 
rity of behaviour, be such as may make that noble 
Lord who is taken with her beauty, turn his designs 
to such as are honourable." Here Parisatis beard 
her niece nestle closer to the key-hole : she theA 
goes on : " Make her the joyful mother of a nil* 
merous and wealthy oAspring ; and let her caniage 
lie such, as may make this noble youth expect the 
blessings of an happy marriage, from the singularity 
of her life, in this loose and censorious age." Miss, 
having heard enough, sneaks off for feur of disco- 
very, and immediately at her glass altera the sitting 
of her head ; then pulls up her tucker ; and forms 
herself into the exact manner of Lindamira : in a 
word, becomes a sincere convert to every t^g that 
IB commendable in a fine young lady ; and two or 
three such matches, as her aunt feigned in her de- 
votions, are at this day in her choice. This is tha 
history and original cause of Pastorella's converaion 
from coffaetxy. The prudence in the management of 



»• 9- TATLSR. 76 

Ms young lady's temper, and good judgment of it, 
6 kaidly to be exceeded. I scarce remember a 
greater instance of forbearance of the usual peevish 
iray widi which the aged treat the young, than this, 
except that of our famous Noy, whose good-nature 
w«it so far^ as to make him put off his admonitions 
to his son, even until after his death ; and did not 
give him his thoughts of him, until he came to read 
that memorable passage in his will : " All the rest 
of my estate,'' says he, ** I leave to my son Edward 
(ndio is executor to this my will), to be squandered 
as he shall think fit : I leave it him for that purpose, 
aad hope no better from him." A generous disdain, 
and feflection npon how little he deserved from so 
excellent a father, reformed the young man, and 
made Edward from an arrant rake become a fine 
gentleman. 

;S^. Jamais Coffee-house, April 29. 

Letters from Portugal of the eighteenth instant, 
dated from Estremos, say, that on the sixth the 
Earl of Galloway arrived at that place, and had the 
satisfaction to see the quarters well frimished with 
all manner of provisions, and a quantity of bread 
solEcient for subsisting the troops for sixty days, 
besides biscuits for twenty-five days. The enemy 
give out, that they shall bring into the field four- 
teen regiments of horse, and twenty-four battalions. 
The troops in the service of Portugal will make up 
14,000 foot, and 4000 horse. On the day these 
lett^s were dispatched, the Earl of Galloway re- 
ceived advice, that the Marquis de Bay, was pre- 
paring for some enterprize, by gathering his troops 
together on the frontiers ; whereupon his Excellency 
resolved to go that same night to Villa Yiciosa, to 
assemble the troops in that neighbourhood, in order 
to disappoint his designs. 
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discreet behaviour, in ca?<e of his faUehood. I have 
not patience with these unreasonable expectatio 
therefore turn back to the treatise itself. 
deed, my brother deduces all the revolutions among 
men from the passion of love ; and in his preface 
answers that usual obficrvation against us, " that 
there i^ no (juarrel without a woman in it;" with 
a gallant assertion, that " there is nothing else 
worth (juarrel ling for." My brother is of a com- 
plexion truly amorous ; all his thoughts and actions 
carry in them a tincture of that obliging inclination! 
and this turn has opened his eyes to see, that we 
are not the inconsiderable creatures which unlucky 
pretenders to our favour would insinuate. He ob- 
serves, that no man begins to make any tolerable 
tigure until be sets out with the hopes of pleasing 
some one of us: no sooner he takes that in hand, 
but he pleases every one else by the bye ; it has an 
immediate effect upon his behaviour. There is 
Colonel Kanter, who never spoke without an oath, 
until he saw the Lady Betty Modish; novr, never 
gives his man an order, but it is, " Pray, Tom, do 
it." The drawers where he drinks live in perfect 
happiness. He asked "Will at the George the other 
day, how he did? Where he used to say, " Damn 
it, it is so ;" he now " believes there is some mis- 
take; he must confess he is of another opinion; but, 
however, he will not insist." 

Every temper, except downright insipid, is to 
be animated and softened by the influence of 
beauty ; but of this untractable sort is a lifeless 
handsome fellow that visits us, whom I have 
dressed at this twelvemonth ; but he is as insen- 
sible of all the art I used, as if he conversed all that 
time with his nurse. He out-does our whole sex in 
all the faults our enemies impute to us ; he has 
brought laziness into an opinion, and makes his 
indolence his philoanphy ; insomuch f 
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ago thflLn yesterday in the eyening he gave me this 
account of himself : " I am, MsLdam, perfectly un- 
moYed at all that passes among men, and seldom 
give niyself the fatigue of going among them ; but 
when 1 do, I always appear the same thing to those 
whom I conyerse with. My hours of existence, or 
being awake, are from eleven in the morning to 
eleven at night ; half of which I live to myself, in 
picking my teeth, washing my hands^ paring my 
niuls, and looking in the glass. The insignificancy 
of manners to the rest of the world, makes the 
laughers call me a Quidnunc: a phrase which I 
neither understand, nor shall ever inquire what 
they mean by it. The last of me each night is at 
St. Jameses coffee-house, where I converse ; yet 
never fall into a dispute on any occasion ; but leave 
the understanding 1 have passive of all that goes 
through it, without entering into the business of 
life. And thus. Madam, have I arrived, by lazi- 
ness, to what others pretend to by philosophy, a 
perfect neglect of the world." Sure, if our sex 
had the liberty of frequenting public-houses and 
conversations, we should put these rivals of our 
faults and follies out of countenance. However^ 
we shall soon have the pleasure of being acquainted 
with them one way or other ; for my brother Isaac 
designs, for the use of our sex, to give the exact 
characters of all the chief politicians who frequent 
any of the cofiPee-houses from St. James's to the 
Exchange ; but designs to begin with that cluster 
of wise heads, as they are found sitting every even- 
ing from the left side of the fire, at the Smyrna, to 
the door. This will be of great service to us; and I 
have authority to promise an exact journal of their- 
deliberations ; the publication of which I am to be 
allowed for pin-money. In the mean time, I cast 
T^J eye upon a new book, which gave me more 
pleasing entertainment, being a sixth ^art of M\&- 






eaflutir PocBia publiabed by Jacob TonsoR' wWah 
1 find, hy my brothet's notes upun it, no way axh- 
ihf other volumes. There is, it seems, in 
illrr^tiun of the best pastorals that have hi- 
thoTto Bpprared in Engla.id: but amoDu; them none 
Mpcrior to that dialogue between 8y1via aod Do- 
rtnila, «rilt(!n liy one of my own sex,; t where all our 
liltln wnnkntinscs are laid open id b manner more just, 
and with inicr raillery, than ever man yet hit upon. 

Otilj this 1 now diBrem, 
Friim the Ihingi Ibun'dtt liaie me Ueud. 
That wnmankind's pecaliar joja 
From put or present beautieg rise. 
But, to re-a!iBunic ray (itst design, there cannot be 
m Urciiter ioatance of the commaiicl of females, than 
in the pr«vailinj; charms of the heroine in the play, 
which WON acted this night, called. All for Lovej 
or, Thu World well lost. The enamoured Anthony 
rtiMJgni glory and power to the force of the attrac- 
tivii Cluopatra, whoso charms were the defence ot 
ht>r diadem against a people otherwise invincible. 
It i* NO natural for women U> talk of themsetveB, tfasl 
It i> to be hoped, all my own sex vrill at least pardon 
m>', that I could fall into no other discourse. If wfi 
buvu , their favour, we give ourselves vety UtUa 
anxiety for the rest of our readers. I believe, I see 
a sentence of Latin in my brother s day-book of wit, 
which Keems applicable on this occasion, and io 
contempt of the critic x, 

Triitiliam el mt'ttn 

TVadain protiriii* in mart Crtticumt 
Porlart rtnlU. Hor. 1. Od. xxvi. %. 

No boding fears ahall break my rest, 
Not ttoxious cares invade my breast ; 
Puff tiiem, yo wanton calea, away, 
And plunge tbem in the Cretan sea. R. Wtnnk. 

'lally called Dryden's collection. 
ilrs. Elizabeth Singer, afterwards Mrs. Rone. 
iinmour of Mrs. Jen ny DistafT's Latin quotation rises 
Imilarltj between the words Crflkiim Hnd Crilicuoi. 
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But 1 am interrupted by a packet from Mr. Kid- 
ney, from St. James's coflfee-house, which I am 
obliged to insert in the very style and words which 
Mr. Kidney uses in his letter. 

St. James's Coffee-house, May 2. 

We are advised by letters from Bern, dated the 
first instant, N. S. that the Duke of Berwick ar- 
rived at Lyons the twenty-fifth of the last month 
and continued his journey the next day to visit the 
passes of the mountains, and other posts in Dau- 
phine and Provence. These letters also informed 
us, that the miseries of the people in France are 
heightened to that degree, that unless a peace be 
speedily concluded, half of that kingdom would 
perish for want of bread. On the twenty-fourth, 
the Marshal de Thesse passed through Lyons, in 
his way to Versailles; and two battalions, which 
were marching from Alsace to reinfore the army 
of the Duke of Berwick, passed also through that 
place. Those troops were to be followed by six 
battalions more. 

Letters from Naples of the sixteenth of April 
say, that the Marquis de Prie's son was arrived 
there, with instructions from his father, to signify 
to the Viceroy the necessity his Imperial Majesty 
was under of desiring an aid from that kingdom, for 
carrying on the extraordinary expences of the war. 
On the fourteenth of the same month, they made a 
review of the Spanish troops in that garrison, and 
afterwards of the marines ; one part of whom will 
embark with those designed for Barcelona, and the 
rest are to be sent on board the gallies appointed to 
convey provisions to that place. 

We hear from Rome, by letters dated the twen- 
tieth of April, that the Count de Mellos, Envoy 
from the King of Portugal, had made his public 
entry into that' city with much state and magnifi- 
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cence. The Pope has lately lield two other c 
toriea, wherein he maile a promotion of two Ciircli- 
nals; but the acknowleilgrnerit tif King Charlei ii 
Htill deferred. 

Letters from other parts of Italy advise ua, that 
the Doge of Veoice continues dangerously ill ; that j 
the Prince de Garignan, having relapsed into ■ 
violent fever, died the twenty-third of April ia his 
eightieth year. 

Advices from Vienna of the twenty-Beventh of ' 
April import, that the Archbishop of Saltzberg is i 

id, who is succeeded by Count Harrach, form- 
erly Bishop of Vienna, and for those last three 
years coadjutor to the said Archbishop; and thai { 
Prince Maximilian of Linchtenstein is likewise de- | 
parted this life at his country seat called Cromav, 
In Moravia. These advices add, that the Emperor j 
has named Count Zinzeadorf, Count Goes, and 
Monsienr Consbruck, for his plenipotentiarieB in 
an ensuing treaty of peace; and they hear from 
Hungary, that the Imperialists have had seveni 
successful BkirmiBhes witli the malcontents. 

Letters from Paris, dated May the sixth, say, that 
the Marshal de Thesse arrived there on the twentv- 
ninth of the last month, and that the Chevalier ae 
Beuil was sent thither by Don Pedro Ronquillo with 
advice, that the confederate squadron appeared be- 
fore Alicant on the seventcentJi, and, having for 
some time cannonaded the city, endeavoured to laDd 
some troops for the relief of the castle; but General 
Stanhope, finding the passes well guarded, and the 
enterprise dangerous, demanded to capitulate for < 
the castle; which being granted him, the garrison, 
consisting of 000 regular troops, marched out with 
their qrms and baggage the day following j and being i 
received on board, they immediately set sail for i 
Barcelona. These letters add, that the inarch of ^ 
French and Swiss regimenLi is further 
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for a few days; and that the Duke of Noailles was 
just ready to set out for Roussillon, as well as the 
Count de Bezons for Catalonia. 

The same adrices say, bread was sold at Paris for 
sixpence a pound; and that there was not half 
enough, even at that rate, to supply the necessities 
of the people, which reduced them to the utmost 
despair; that 300 men had taken up arms, and, 
having plundered the market of the suburb of St. 
Germain, pressed down by their multitude the 
king^s guards who opposed them. Two of those 
mutineers were afterwards seized and condemned to 
death : but four others went to the magistrate who 
pronounced that sentence, and told hum, he must 
expect to answer with his own life for those of their 
comrades. AH order and sense of government being 
thus lost among the enraged people ; to keep up a 
show of authority, the captain of the guards, who 
saw aH their, insolence, pretended, that he had re- 
presented to the king their deplorable c'ondition, and 
had obtained their pardon. It is further reported, 
that the Dauphin and Dutchess of Burgundy, as 
they went to the opera were surrounded by crowds 
of people, who upbraided them with their neglect 
of tne general calamity, in going to diversions, when 
the whole people were ready to perish for want of 
bread. Edicts are daily published to suppress these 
riots ; and papers, with menaces against roe govern- 
ment, as publicly thrown about. Among others, 
these words were dropped in a court of justice : 
'' France wants a Ravilliac, or a Jesuit, to deliver 
her.'' Besides this universal distress, there is a 
contagious sickness, which, it is feared, will end in 
a pestilence. Letters from Bourdeaux bring accounts 
no less lamentable: the peasants are driven by 
hunger from l^eir abodes into that city, and make 
lamentations in the streets without redress. 

We are advised by letters from the Hague, dated 
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Ifcc teatb iBktoBt. X. S. thkt on tlw aixib, die Max- 
t|M de Turtj wTTTed tb«i« frMu Paris; but ihe 
nasport. Itr iriuch hp cA«e, kartn^ been sent bluk 
DT Momiritr Ro«tUp. be was tbtre two days before 
his quality wa^ known. That minister offered to 
coDunniucate to MoD*-ienr Heiusrus the proposab , 
which he had to make; but the Pensionary refa>«<I 
to see them, and said, he would t»i^ify it to tbe 
States, who disputed some of their own body to ac- 
quaint him, thai they wotdd ent^r into no negociation 
untd the airiral of his ecace the Duke of Mailborougiir 
and tbe other ministers of the alhaoce. Prince En- 
^ene was expected there the twelfth instant from 
Brussels. It is said, that besides Monsieut de 
Torcy, and Monsieur Pajot, director-general of the 
posts, there are two or three persons at the Hague 
whose names are not known; but it Is supposali 
that the Duke d'Alba, ambassador from the Duke 
of Anjou, was one of them. The States have «wt 
letters to all the cities of the provinces, desiring them 
to send their deputies to receive the propositions of 
peace made by the court of France. 

•,• In the absence of Mrs. BickersUff, Mr. Distaff 
has received Mr. Nathaniel Broomstick's letter. 
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liiirquid agunt humitiea 

noitri eti farrago libelli. 

Juv. Sat.i.>i,Bf. 
Whate'er men do. or say, or think, or dream, ■ , 

ir motley paper gciKCS f»r its theme. Pi 

By Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 
war* Coffee-house, May 3. 
tlMaMAN has sent ine a letter, wherein IwiH' 
he had lateVy TBso\\e4 \n -wTite an 
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oem^ but by business has been interrupted^ and 
as only made one similitude, which he should be 
fficted to have lost; and begs of me to apply 
: to something, being, yery desirous to see it 
reU placed in the world. 1 am so willing to help 
le distressed, that I have taken it in : but, though 
is greater genius might very well distinguish j^s 
erses from mine, I have marked where his begin, 
lis lines are a description of the sun in eclipse, 
^hich I know nothing more like than a brave man 
I sorrow, who bears it as he should, without im- 
loring the pity of his friends, or being dejected with 
le contempt of his enemies : as in the case of Cato, 

When all the globe to CsBsar's fortune boVd, 
Cato alone his empire disallow'd ; 
With inborn strength alone oppos'd mankind, 
With Heay'n in yiew, to all below it blind : 
Regardless of his friends' applause, or tnoan. 
Alone triumphant, since he falls alone. * 
**" Thus when the Ruler of the genial day 
Behind some darkening planet forms his way, 
Desponding mortals, with officious care, 
The concave drum and magic brass prepare $ 
Implore him to sustain th' important fight. 
And save depending worlds from endless night; 
Fondly they hope their labour may avail 
To ease his conflict, and assist his toil, 
Whilst he, in beams of native splendour bright, 
(Though dark his orb appear to human sight) 
Shines to the gods with more diffusive light ; 
To distant stars with equal glory bums. 
Inflames their lamps, and feeds their golden urns, 
Sure to retain his known superior tract, 
And proves the more illustrious by defect.'' 

This is a very lively image ; but I must take the 
liberty to say, my kinsman drives the sun a little 
like Phaeton: he has all the warmth of Phcebus, 
but will not stay for his direction of it. Avail and 
M, defect and tracts ynW never do for rhymes. But, 
however, he has the true spirit in him; for which 

•The verses are by Mr. Jabez Hu fg^es. 

I 
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leason I was willing to eutertain any thing be pi ^_ 
toaenil to me. The subject which he writes ujhhi 
UAturally raises great redections in ihe huuI, andpiiU 
us in mind of the mixed condition which we mortals 
are to support; which as it varies tu good or bad, 
adoniH or defaces our actions to the beholder*: 
all which glory and shame muet end in what we so 
much repine at, death. But doctrines un tliis ooci- 
siun, any other than tliat of living well, ar« the most 
insignificant ajid most empty of all tlie labours of 
men. None but a tragedian can die by rule, uid 
wait till he discovers a plot, or saya a fine thing t^a 
his rxit. In real life, this is a chimera; uid by 
noble spirits it will be done decently, without the 
ostentation of it. We see men of all conditions and 
characters go tlvough it with equal resolution : uid 
if we consider the sjieechos of tlie mighty philosu- 
phers, heroes, lawgivers, and great ca|>ta)n8, they 
can produce no more in a discerning spirit, than rule« 
to make a man a fop on his death-bed. Commend 
me to Ihat natural greatness of soul, expreased h 
un innocent, and consequently resolute country-fel- 
low, who said in the pains of the chulick, "If I 
once get this breath out of my body, you shall haul 
me before you put it in again." Honest Nedlaod 
HO he died.* 

But it is to be supposed, that from tliis place you 
may expect an account of such a thing as a Dew 
play is not to be omitted. That acted this ni^l h 
the newest that ever was writ. The author is my 
ingenious friend Mr. Thomas Durfey. This Diam 
is called, "The Modem Prophets," and is amost 
unaiiHwerable satire against the late spirit of enlliii- 
siasm. The writer had by long experience observed 
that, in compaTiy, very grave discourses had been 
lolluwed by bawdry ; and therefore has turned the 
• This tiad WHS a fanner of Anthoay Hculey, Esq, vko 
nieotiaaa IhissuyiDg af bUin a letler loSwin. 
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humour thiit way with great success, and taken 
from his audience all manner of superstition, by the 
agitations of {Mretty Mrs. Bignell, whom he has, 
with great subtlety, made a lay sister, as well as a 
prophetess; by which means she carries on the af- 
mirs of both worlds with great success. My friend 
designs to go on with another work against winter, 
which he intends to call, ''The Modem Poets," a 
people no less mistaken in their opinions of being in- 
spired, than the other. In order to this, he has by 
hmi seyen songs, besides many ambiguities, which 
cannot be mistaken for any thing but what he means 
them. Mr. Durfey generally writes state-plays, and 
is wonderfully useful to the world in such representa- 
tions. This method is the same that was used by 
the old Athenians, to laugh out of countenance or 
promote opinions among the people. My friend 
nas therefore, against this play is acted for his own 
benefit, made two dances, which may be also of an 
imiversal benefit. In the first he has represented ab- 
solute power in the person of a tall man with a hat 
and feather, who gives his first minister, that stands 
just before him, an huge kick; the minister gives the 
kick to the next before; and so to the end of the 
stage. In this moral and practical jest,,you are made 
to understand, that there is, in an absolute govern- 
ment, no gratification, but giving the kick you re- 
ceive from one above you, to one below you. This 
is performed to a grave and melancholy air; but 
on a sudden the tune moves quicker, and the 
whole company fall into a circle, and take hands; 
and then, at a certain sharp note, they move round, 
and kick as kick can. This latter performance he 
makes to be the representation of a free state ; where, 
if you ali mind your steps, you may go round and 
round very jolly, with a motion pleasant to yourselves 
and those you danoe with : nay, if you put youselves 
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out, at the worst you only kick and are kicked,.llb >l 
Jriende and equals. 

Frmn my owa Apartment, May 4. 

Of all the vanities under the sun, I confess that of 
being proud of one's birth is the greatest. At Uie 
same time, since in this unreasonable age, by iht 
force of prevailing custom, things in which men have 
e imputed to tliem ; and that I am used by 
some people, as if Isaac Bickerstaff, though I write 
myself Eiquire, was nobody: to set the world right 
in that particular, 1 shall give you may genealogy, 
as a kinsman of ours has setit it me from the Herala'i 
Office. It is certain, and observed by the wisest 
writers, that there are women who are not nicely 
chaste, and men not severely honest, in all familie«; 
therefore let those who may be apt to raise aspersions 
upon ours, please to give us as impartial an account of 
their own, and we shall be satished. The busineu 
of heralds is a matter of so great nicety, that, to avoid 
mistakes, I shall give you my cousin's letter, veria- 
(tin, without altering a sytlablti. 
" Dear Cousin, 

*' Since you have been pleased to make yourself 
so famous of late, by your ingenious writings, aod 
some time ago by your learned predictions : since 
Partridge, of immortal memory, is dead and gone, 
who, poetical as he was, could not understand M» 
own poetry ; and philomatical as he was, could not ' 
read his own destiny : since the pope, the king of 
France, and great part of his court, are either lite- 
rally or metaphorically defunct : since, I say, thesr 
things (not foretold by any one but yourself) have 
come to pass after so surprising a manner: it is with 
no small conceni I see the original of the Staffias 
race so little known in the world as it is at this time,-* 
fiir which reason, as you have employed your si 
nomy, and the occ '' 
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mother being a Welsh woman, dedicated mine to 
genealogy, particularly that of our own family, which, 
for its antiquity and number, may challenge any in 
Great Britain. The Stajffs are originally of Stafford- 
shire, which took its name from t^em : the first that 
I find of the Staffs was one Jacobstaff, a famous and 
renowned astronomer, who by Dorothy his wife, had 
issue seven sons, riz. Bickerstaff, Longstaff, Wag- 
staff, Quarterstaff, Whitestaff, Falstaff, and Tip> 
staff. He also had a younger brother, who was 
twice married, and had nve sons, viz. Distaff, Pike- 
staff, Mopstaff, Broomstaff, and Raggedstaff. As 
for the branch from whence you spring, I shall say 
rery little of it, only that it is the chief of the Staffs, 
and called Bickerstaff, quasi Biggerstaff ; as much 
as to say, the Great Staff, or Staff of Staffs ; and 
that it has applied itself to astronomy with great suc- 
cess, after the example of our aforesaid forefather. 
The descendants from Longstaff, the second son, 
were a rakish, disorderly sort of people, and rambled 
from one place to another, until, m the time of Harry 
Hie Second, they settled in Kent, and were called 
Long-Tails, from the long tails which were sent them 
as a punishment for the murder of Thomas a-Becket, 
as the legends say. They have always been sought 
after by the ladies ; but whether it be to show their 
aversion topopery, or their love to miracles, I can- 
not say. The Wagstaffs are a merry^ thoughtless 
sort of people, who have always been opinionated of 
Aeir own wit ; they have turned themselves mosdy 
to poetry. This is the most numerous branch of our 
family, and the poorest. The Quarterstaffs are most 
of tiiem prize-fighters or deerstealers ; there have 
been so many of them hanged lately, that there are 
▼ery few of that branch of .our family left. The 
IVhitestaffs* are all courtiers, and have had very 

* An allusion to the staff that is carried, as an ensi^ of 
Ms office, by the first Lord of the Treasury, who \a aS\erww^^ 
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coiMideraUe places. There bave been »ome of iIkb 
of that gtreagth and dexterity, thai live hundred* 
of the ablcHt ineD in the luDgdum have often tugged 
io vain to pull a staff out of their hands. The Ftl- 
staffs are strangely ^ven to whoring and drinkin|:i 
there are abundance of them ia and about London. 
One thing is very remarkable of this branch, and thai 
is, there are just aa many women as uen in it. There 
was a wicked stick of wood of this name in Henr)- 
the Fourth's time, one Sir John Falstuff. As for 
Tipstaff, the youngest aon, he was an honest fellow; 
but his sons, and his sons' sons, have all of them 
been the veriest roKues living : it is this unlucky 
branch that has stocKed the nation with that sttua 
of lawyers, attorneys, Serjeants, and bailiffs, with 
which the nation is over-run. Tipstaff, bdng t 
seventh son, used to cure the king^ evil; but hi» 
raacalty descendants are so far from having thai 
healing (juality, that, by a touch upon the shoulder, 
they give a man such an ill habit of body, that he 
can never come abroad afterwards. This is all 1 
know of the line of Jacobstaff : his younger brother 
IsaacBtaff, as J told you before, had five sons, and 
was married twice ; Itis first wife was a Staff (foi 
they did not stand upon false heraldry in those days) 
by whom he had one son, who, in process of time, 
being a schoolmaster, and well read in the Greek, 
called himself Distaff' or Twiceataff. He was not 
very rich, so he put his children out to trades, and 
the Distaffs have ever since been employed in the 
woollen and linen manufactures, except myself, who 
, am a genealogist. Pikestaff, the eldest sou by the 
second neater, was a man of business, a downright 
plodding fellow, and withall so plain that he became 
a proverb. Most of this family are at present in the 

humouraiiBly compared by Steele to " an emmet ilistiDgiuih- 
^ed from his fellowB by a white straw ." 

■ The House uf CommonB. 
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army. Raggedstaff was an unlucky boy, and used 
to tear his clothes in getting birds' nests, and was 
always playing with a tame bear his father kept. 
Mopstaff fell in love with one of his father's maids, 
and used to help her to clean the house. Broomstaff 
was a chimney-sweeper. The Mopstaffs and Broom- 
staffs are naturally as civil people as ever went out 
of doors : but, alas ! if they once get into ill hands, 
they knock down all before them. Pilgrimstaff ran 
away from his friends, and went strolling ^bout the 
country : and Pipestaff was a wine-cooper. These 
two were the unlawful issue of Longstaff. 

" N. B. The Canes, the Clubs, the Cudgels, the 
Wands, the Devil upon two Sticks,* and one Bread, 
that goes by the name of Staff-of-Life, are none of 
our relations. I am, dear Cousin, 

** Your humble servant. 
From the Herald's Office, " D. DiSTAFF." 

May 1, 1709. 

Si, Jameses Coffee-house, May 4. 

As political news is not the principal subject on 
which we treat, we are so happy as to have no oc- 
casion for that art of cookery which our brother 
newsmongers so much excel in : as appears by their 
excellent and inimitable manner of dressing up a se- 
cond time for your taste the same dish which they 
gave you the day before, in case there come over 
no new pickles from Holland. Therefore, when we 
have nothing to say to you from courts and camps, 
we hope still to give you somewhat new and curious 
from ourselves ; the women of our house, upon oc- 
casion, being capable of carrying on the business, 
according to the laudable custom of the wives in 
Holland : but without farther preface, take what we 
bave not mentioned in our former relations. 

Letters from Hanover, of the thirtieth of the last 

• An allusion to the " Diable Boiteux" oi \a %^^^* 
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tnnnth, say, that the Prince Royal of Prussia or- 
rived there on the fifteenth, and left that conrt oti 
the second of this month, in pursuit of his journey to 
Flanders, where he makes the ensuing campaj^. 
Those advices add, that the young Prince Nassau, 
hereditary governor of Friestand, celebrated on the 
twenty-sisth of the last month his marriage with the 
beauteous Princess of Hease-Cassel, with a Domp 
and magnificence suitable to their age and quality. 

Letters from Paris say, his most Christian Ma- 
jesty retired to Marly on the first instant, N. S. and 
our la!i!t advices from Spain inform us, that the 
Prince of Asturias had made his public entry into 
Madrid in great splendor. The Duke of Anjou has 
given Don Joseph Hartado de Amaraga the govern- 
ment of Terra Firma de Veragua, and the presi- 
dency of Panama in America. They add, that the 
forces commanded by the Marquis de Bay hare been 
reinforced by six battalions of Spanish Walloon 
guards. Letters from Lisbon advise, that the army 
of the king of Portugal was at Elvas on the twenty- 
second of the last month, and would decamp on the 
twenty- fourth, in order to march upon the enemy, 
who lay at Badajos. 

Yesterday, at four in the morning, his grace the 
Duke of Marlborough set out for Margate, and em- 
barked for Holland at eight this morning. 

Yesterday also Sir George Thorold was declared 
Alderman of Cordwainers' Ward, in the room of bis 
brother Sir Charles Thorold, deceased. 

Adveriisement. 
*,* Any ladies who have any particular stories of 
their acquaintance, which they are willing privately 
to make public, may send them by the peuny-post 
to Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. inclosed to Mr, John 
Morphew, near Stationers' Hall. 
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Quiequid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libeUi, 

Jnv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

May 5. 

When a man has engaged to keep a stage-coach, 
he is obliged, whether he has passengers or not, to 
set out: thus it fares with us weekly historians; but 
indeed, for my particular, I hope I shall soon have 
little more to do in this work, than to publish what 
is sent me from such as have leisure and capacity 
for giving delight, and being pleased in an elegant 
manner. The present grandeur of the British nation 
might make us expect, that we should rise in our ' 
public diversions, and manner of enjoying life, in 
proportion to our advancement in glory and power. 
Instead of that, survey this town and you will find 
rakes and debauchees are your men of pleasure; 
thoughtless atheists and illiterate drunkards call 
themselves free-thinkers ; and gamesters, banterers, 
biters, swearers, and twenty new-bom insects more, 
are, in their several species, the modern men of wit. 
Hence it is, that a man, who has been out of town 
but one half year, has lost the language, and must 
have some friend to stand by him, and keep him in 
countenance for talking common sense. To-day I 
saw a short interlude at White's, of this nature, which 
I took notes of, and put together as well as I could 
in a public place. The persons of the drama are 
Pip, the last gentleman that has been made so at 
cards ; Trimmer, a person half undone at them, and 
who is now between a cheat and a gentleman ; Acorn, 
an honest Englishman of good plain sen^e ^xk^ la^^w.- 
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lag; and Mr. Friendly, a reasonable man of lln 
town. 

White't C/tocalate'hmue, May 5. 

Enter Pip, Trimmer, an// Acorn. 

Ac. Wh9.t is the matter, gentlemen; what I take 
no notice of an old friend ? 

Pip. Pox on it ! do not talk to me, I am vowei- 
ed by the count, and cursedly out of humour. 

Ac. Voweledl pr 'yt he c. Trimmer, what does be 
mean by that? 

Trim. Have a care, Harry, speak softly; do not 
show your ignorance : if you do, they will bitk ymi 
wherever they meet you; they are such curaed ours, 
the present wits. 

Ac. Bite me ! what do you mean ? 

Pip. Why! do not you know what biting isT 
nay. you are in the right on it. However, one 
would learn it only to defend one's self against men 
of wit, as one would kaow the tricks of play, to be 
secure against the cheats. But do not you bear. 
Acorn, that report, that some potentates of the 
e have taken care of themselves exclusively 

lie. How ! Heaven forbid I after all our glorious 
victories ; all the expence of blood and treasure ! 
Pip. Bite! 
Ac. Bite! how? 

Trim. Nay, he has bit you fairly enough ; that is 
certain. 

Ac. Pox! I do not feel it How? where? 

{Exeunt Pip atid Trimmer lamkittg. 

Ac. Ho! Mr. Friendly, your most humble ser- 

1 heard what passed between those fine 

gentJemeu and me. Pip complained to me, that be 

had been voweled; and they tell me I am bit. 

nd. Yon are to understand. Sir, that simpli- 
behaviouT, wh\c\\ \s vVve ^rfection of good 
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breeding and good sense, is vtterly lost in the worid; 
and in tlie room of it there are started a thousand 
little inTentionSy which men, barren of better things, 
take up in the place of it. Thus for every character 
in conTeination that used to please, there is an im- 
postor put upon you. Him whom we allowed, for- 
merly, for a certain pleasant subtlety and natural way 
of giving you an unexpected hit, called a DroU, in 
now mimicked by a Biter ^ who is a dull fellow, that 
tells you a lie with a grave face, and laughs at you 
lor knowing no better than to believe him. Instead 
of that sort of companion who could rally you, and 
keep his countenance, until he made you fall into 
some little inconsistency of behaviour, at which you 
yonrself could laugh with him, you have the sneerer, 
who will keep you company from morning to aigfat, 
to gather your tollies of the day (which perhaps you 
commit out <^ confidence in him) and expose you in 
the evening to all the scomers in town. For your 
man of sense and free spirit, whose set of thoughts 
were built upon learning, reason, and exp^ence, 
you have now an impudent creature made up of vice 
only, who supports his ignorance by his courage, 
and want of learning by contempt of it. 

Ac. Dear Sir, hold : what you have told me al- 
ready of this change in conversation is too miserable 
to be heard with any del^t; but methinks as these 
new creatnres appear in the world, it might give an 
excellent field to writers for the stage, to divert us 
with the representation of them there. 

Friend. No, no; as you say, there might be 
some hopes of redress of those grievances, if there 
were proper care taken of the theatre ; but the history 
of that is yet more lamentable, than that of the de- 
cay of conversation I gave you. 

Ac Pray, Sir, a little. I have not been in town 
these six years, until widiin this fortnight. 

Friend. It is now some time since several i 
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lutions in the gay world had made the e: 
stage subject to very fatal couvuIsionB, which were 
too dangerous to be cured by the skill of little King 
Oberon", who then sat on the throae of it. The lazi- 
ness of this Prince threw him upon the choice of a 
person who was tit tA spend his life in contentions, on 
able and profound attorney, to whom he mort|j;ageil { 
his whole empire. This Divitof i» the most skilful 
of all politicians; he has a perfect art in being unin- 
telligible in discourse, and uncomeatable in business: 
but he, having no understanding in this way, brou^t 
in upon UH, to get in his money, ladder- dancers, rope* 
dancers, jugglers, and mountebanks, to strut in the 
place of 8hakspe are's herots, and Jonson's humour- 
ists. When the seat of wit was thus mortgaged 
without equity of redemption, anarchitecti arose, 
who has built the Muse a new palace, but secured 
her no retinue; so that, instead of action there, we 
have been put oft' by song and dance. This latter 
help of sound has also begun to fail for want of 
voices ; therefore the palace has since been put into 
tlie hands of a surgeon, who cuts any foreign fellow 
into an eunuch^, and passes him upon us for a singer 
of Italy. 

Ac. I will go out of town to-morrow. 

Friend. Things are come to this pass; and ;et 
the world will not understand, that the theatre has 
much the same effect on the manners of the age, as 
the Bank on the credit of thenation. Wit and spirit, 
humour and good sense, can never be revived but 
under the government of those who are judges of 

* Mr. Owen, or Mac Owen Swiuy. 

I ChrlHtopher Rich. 

t Sir JahD Vaiibrugh. 

ij John-Janies Heydf ^ger, Esq. etyled here n Burgeon, in 
alluaiim to tha emplaymEnt Bsgign^d to him; he had at that 
time Ihe direction of thcoperas, as he hadaCterwarda of the 
masciuerBdeB. 
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such talents ; who know, that whatever is put up in 
their stead, is but a short and trifling expedient, to 
support the appearance of them for a season. It is 
possible, a peace will give leisure to put the matters 
under new regulations ; but, at present, all the assist- 
ance we can see towards our recovery is as far from 
giving us help, as a poultice is from performing what 
can be done only by the grand elixir.* 

WiWs Coffee-hmse, May 6. 

According to our late design in the applauded 
verses On the Morning f, which you lately had from 
hence, we proceed to improve that just intention, and 
present you with other labours, made proper to the 
place in which they were written . The f olloiving poem 
comes from Copenhagen, and is as fine a winter- 
piece as we have ever had from any of the schools 
of the most learned painters. Such images as these 
give us a new pleasure in our sight, and fix upon our 
minds traces of reflection, which accompany us 
whenever the like objects occur. In short, excellent 
poetry and description dwell upon us so agreeably, 
that idl the readers of them are made to think, if not 
write, like men of wit. But it would be injury to 
detain you longer from this excellent performance, 
which is addressed to the Earl of Dorset by Mr. 
Philips, the author of several choice poems in Mr. 
Tonson's new Miscellany. 

CoptnlMgeny March 9, 1709. 

From frozen climes, and endless tracts of snow, 
From streams that Northern winds forbid to flow, 
What present shall the Muse to Dorset bring, 
Or how, so near the Pole, attempt to sing ? 
The hoary winter here conceals from sight 
All pleasing objects that to verse invit^ : 
The hills and dales, and the delightfiil woods. 
The flow'ry plains, and silver-streaming floods 
By snow disguis'd, in bright confusion lie. 
And with one dazzling waste fatigue the eye. 

t By Swift. 
K 



No gmtU-breUMng brcfie prepare the Bpiiug, 
No birds nitliiQ the aenert TRgion siiiK i 
The ahjps uamav*!), the boisterous ninilR defy, 
While ratClinic chatiala o'er the ocean By, 
The vast LeTiaCbau wants room to pla]', 
And spout Ilia naLera in the face of day i 
Tilt! sUirving wiilies nlong the main sei 
And to the moon In icy valleys howl. 
For many « Bhininn; leaRue the level ml 
Here spresjls iUeIr into a glassy plain ; 
There solid billows of enormous size, 
Alps ofgreen ice, in wild disorder rise. 

And yet but lately have I seen, ev'n here, ' 
Tie winter in a lovely dress appear. 
Ere yet the clouds let fall the treasur'd sni 
Or winds began thro' hazy skies to blow. 
At Bvenini; a keen Eastern breeze arose 
And the dusccnding rain unsuUy'd fnine. 
Soon an the silent shades of night withdrew, 
The ruddy morn diaclos'd at once to view 
The face of nature in a Tloh disguise. 
And brighten'd ei'ry object to my eyes ; 
For every shrub, and every blade of grass, 
And every pointed thorn, Beem'd wrought in gl 
In pearls and rubles rich tlie hawthorns show, 
While &m' the ice the crimson berries glow. 
Tlie thick-sprang reeds the watery marshes yield 
Seem p<dish'd lances in ahostile held. 
The slag in limpid cuTrenls, with surprize, 
Bees crystal branches on his forehead rise. 
The Bpreadiny oak, the beech, Bn<l towerlogploos 
Olaz'd over, in the freezing nither sliine : 
The frighted birds the raltling branches shun. 
That wave and glitter in the distant sun. 

When, if a sudden gust of wind arise. 
The brittle forest into atuma flies ; 
The cracklipg wood beneath the tempest bendi, 
And in a spangled shower the prospect endsj 
Or, if a Southern gule the region warm, 
And by degrees uobiud thci wintry clkarm. 
The traveller a miry country sees 
And Journeys sad beneath thedrno|HBg treei. J 
Like some deluded peasant. Merlin leads 
Thro' fragrant tiowera and thro' delicious in 
While here enchanted gardens to hi 
And airy fabrics there attract his ej 
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wandering leet the magie paAlui iNuwie ; ■ 
Lnd while he thinks the fair iUasion true, 
'he trackless scenes disperse in fluid air, 
Lnd woods and wilds, and thorny ways appear ; 
i tedious road the weary wretch retams, 
Lnd as he goes the transient vision mourns. 

From my own Apartment^ May 6. 

lere has a mail this day arriyed from Holland ; 
Jie matter of thel advices importing rather what 
} us great expectations, than any positive aasu- 
es, I shall, for this time, decline giving you what 
ow; and apply the following verses of Mr. 
len, in the second part of ** Almanzor/' to the 
itki circumstances of things, without discovering 
t my knowledge in astronomy suggests to me : 

When Empire in its childhood first appears, 
k. watchful fate o'ersees its tender years : 
?ill, grown more strong, it thrusts and stretches out, 
Lnd elbows all the kingdoms round about : 
[he place thus made for its first breathing firee, 
!t moves again for ease and luxury ; 
!ill, swelling by degrees, it has possest 
lie greater space, and now crowds up the rest, 
Hien from behind Acre starts some petty state, 
Ind pushes on its now unwieldy fate ; 
lien down the precipice of time it goes, 
bid sinks in minutes, which in ages rose. 



N« 13. TUESDAY, MAY 10, 1709. 



tc^iftd agunt homines- 



fwstri est farrago libelli, 

Jtiv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Chafer men do, or say, or think, or dream^ 

3nr motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my awn Apartment, May 8. 

:^H hurry and business has to-day perplexed me 
a mood too thoughtful for going into coia^vK^ \ 
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for which reason instead of the tavern, I wentttH 
3oln's-inn wulks; and, having taken a round ot 
, 1 sat iluwn, at;curding to the allowed famili- 
arity of these places, on a bench ; at the other end 
of which Hat a venerable gentleman, who, speaking 
witU a very atl'able air, " Mr. Bickerstaff," said he, 
" I take it for a very great piece of good fortiin* 
that you hare found me out," " Sir," said 1, "I 
had never, that I know of, the honour of seeisg 
you before." " That," replied he, " is what I haw 
often lamented; but, I assure you, I have fonDBuy 
years done you good offices, without being obBerVM 
by you ; or eUe, when you had any little glimpse of 
my being concerned in an affair, you have flea froffl 
nte, and shunned me like an enemy; but, however, 
the part L am to act in the world is such, thai I 
to go on in doing good, though I meet with 
er 80 many repulses, even from those I oblige.' 
This, thought I, shows a great good nature, but 
little judgment, in the persons upon whom he coofen 
his favours. He immediately took notice to me, 
that he observed, by my countenance, I thought 
him indiscreet in his beneficence ; and proceeded to 
tell me Ilia quality in the following manner : " I 
know thee, Isaac, to be so well versed in the occult | 
sciences, that I need not much preface, or make 
long preparations to gain your faith, that there are 
airy beings who are employed m the care aud at- 
tendance of men, as nurses are to infants, until they 
come to an age in which they can act of themselves. 
These beings are usually called, amongst men, 
guardian angels ; and, Mr. Bickerstalf, I am to ac- 
([uaint you, that I am to be your 'a lor some time to 
come ; it being our orders to vary our stations, and 
sometimes to have one patient under our protection, 
and sometimes another, with a power of assuming 
i^hgi shape we please, to ensnare our wards into 
■^H^^m good. T have of tate been upon such 
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^ard duty, and know you hnye so' i9qc6.5Fork for 
me, that I think fit to appear to you fad'e.'Co^face^ to 
desire you will give me as little occasion for^ vigi- 
lance as you can." ** Sir," said I, " it will* •be/a'- 
great instruction to me in my behaviour, if y^iL:'/\ 
please to give me some account of your late employ- -''•' '' 
ments, and what hardships and satisfactions you have ' * * •' 
had in them, that I may govern myself accordingly." 
He answered, " To give you an example of the 
drudgery we go through, I will entertain you only 
with my three last stations. I was on the first of 
April last put to mortify a great Beauty, with whom 
I was a week; from her I went to a common 
swearer, and have been last with a gamester. 
When I first came to my lady, I found my great 
work was to guard well her eyes and ears ; but her 
iatterers were so numerous, and the house, after 
the modern way so full of looking-glasses, that I 
seldom had her safe but in her sleep. Whenever 
we went abroad, we were surrounded by an army of 
enemies ; when a well-made man appeiured, he was 
sure to have a side-glance of observations ; if a dis- 
agreeable fellow, he had a full face, out of mere 
mclination to conquests : but at the close of the 
evening, on the sixth of the last month, my ward 
was sitting on a couch, readi^ Ovid's Epistles; 
and as she came to this line of Helen to Paris, 



" She half consents who nlestly deniesy* 



»» 



entered Philanderf, who is the most skilful of all 
men in an address to women. He is arrived at ^e 
perfection of Ihat art which gains them ; which is, 
* to talk like a very miserable man, but look like a 
very happy one.' I saw Dictinna blush at his en- 

• This line occurs in a joint traoriation of << Hefen^ Eyii- 
ties to Paris," by the Earl of Malgrave and Di^ydei^ in tbe 
edition of « Ovid's Epistles, ITOg.'* 

t Supposed to be Lord HalSftx. 

K 2 
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trance, .«ftH«lt gave me tlie alarm ; but b» itt 

at^ly sui^^'-iDi^thin^ t.o a^eciibly, on her being b1 I 
stuily, and tUe Duvelty of fiiKling a lady employed { 
jn so. j^ave a manner, thai he on a sudden became j 
' vf'ry familiarly a man of do consequence, uid in in i 

'. tnstant laid all her suspiciona of his skill asleep, la 
he had almost done mine ; until I observed him veiy ' 
dang;erousIy turn hia discourse upon the elegance of j 
her dress, and her judgment in the choice of thai ' 
very pretty morning, Having had women befoK I 
under my care, I trembled at the apprehension of a I 
man of sense who could talk upon tritles, and re- i 
solved to stick to my post with all the circumspec- i 
tion imaginable. In short, I prepossessed lier I 
against all he could say to the advantage of hei 
dress and person ; but he turned again the dii- 
course, where I found I had no power over her, an 
the abusing her friends and acquaintance. He d- 

' lowed, indeed, that Flora had a little beauty, ttoi 
a great deal of wit : but then she was so ungainly in 
her behaviour, and such a laughing hoyden I Paa- 
torella had with him the allowanee of being blame- 
less ; but what was that towards being praise-wor- 
thy ? To be only innocent, is not to be virtuous. 
He afterwards spoke so much against Mrs. Dipple's < 
forehead, Mrs. Prim's mouth, Mrs. Dcntniice's 
teeth, and Mrs. Fidget's cheeks, tliat she grew 
downright iu love with him; for it is always to tw 
understood, that a lady takes all you detract from 
the rest of her ses to be a gift to her. Iu a word, 
things went so far that I was dismissed ; and she ' 
will remember that evening nine mouths, from the 
listh of April, by a very remarkable token. The 
next, as I said, I went to, was a common swearer. 
Never was a creature so puzzled as myself, when 
I came first to view bin brain ; half of it was won 
out, and filled up with mere expletives, that had 
thing to do with any other parts of tlie texture : 
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therefore, when he called for his doaths in a morn- 
ing, he would cry, * John ! ' John does not answer* 
* What a plague ! nobody there ? What the devil, 
and rot me, John, for a lazy dog as you are ! ' I 
knew no way to cure him, but by writing down all 
he said one morning as he was dressing, and laying 
it before him on the toilet when he came to pick his 
teeth. The last recital I gave him, of what he said 
for half an hour before, was, < What, a pox rot me ! 
where is the wash-ball ? call the chairmen ! damn 
diem, I warrant they are at the alehouse already ! 
sounds ! and confound them ! ' When he came to 
the glass, he takes up my note — ' Ha! this fellow 
is worse than I : what, does he swear with pen and 
ink?' But, reading on, he found them to be his own 
words. The stratagem had so good an effect upon 
him, that he grew immediately a new man, and is 
learning to speak without an oath, which makes 
bim extremely short in his phrases ; for, as I ob- 
served before, a common swearer has a brain with- 
out any idea on .the swearing side ; therefore my 
ward has yet mighty little to say, and is forced to 
substitute scmie other vehicle of nonsense, to supply 
the defect of his usual expletives. When I left 
him, he made use of * Odsbodikins ! Oh me ! and 
Never stir alive ! ' and so forth ; which gave me 
hopes of his recovery. So I went to the next I told 
you of, the gamester. When we first take our 
place about a man, the receptacles of the pericra- 
nhun are inunediately searched. In his, I found no 
one ordinary trace of thinking ; but strong passion, 
violent desires, and a continued series of different 
changes, had torn it to pieces. There appeared no 
nuddle condition ; the triumph of a Prince, or the 
ntisery of a Beggar, were his alternate states. I 
Was with him no longer than one day, which was 
yesterday. In the morning at twelve we were 
worth four thousand pounds ; at three, we were ar- 
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rived at six thousand; half an hour after, 
reduced to one thousand ; at four of the clock, wa 
clown to two hundred ; at live, to fifty ; at nii, 
to five; at "seven, to one guinea: the next bet, to 
nothing. This morning he borrowed half a crown 
of the maid who cleans his Bhoes ; and in now 
gaming in LincolnVInn Fields among the boys for 
farthings and oranges, until he has made up three 
pieces, and then he returns to White's into the best 
company in town." 

Thus ended our first discourse ; and, it ia hoped, 
you will forgive me that I have picked so little oot 
of my companion at our first interview. In the 
next, it is possible he may tell me more pleasing 
incidents ; lor though he is a familiar, he is i ' ~ 
evil Bpirit. 

St. Jamet't Cofee-houte, May 0. 
We hear from the Hague of thefourteentblf 
N. S. that Monsieur de Torcy hath had ^eqaest 
conferences with the Grand Pensioner, and tHe 
other ministers who were heretofore commissioned 
to treat with Monsieur Rouille. The preliminaries 
of a peace are almost aettled, and the proceedings 
wait only for the arrival of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough ; after whose approbation of the articles pro- 
posed, it is not doubted but the methods of tite 
treaty will be publicly known. In the mean time 
the States have declared an abhorrence of taking 
any step in this great affair, but in concert witii the 
Court of Great Britain, and other Princes of the 
alliance. The posture of affairs in Prance does ne- 
cessarily oblige that nation to be very much in 
earnest in their offers ; and Monsieur de Torcy faftth 
professed to ibe Grand Pensioner, that he will 
avoid all occasions of giving him the least j eat ousy, 
of his using any address in private conversation rot 
accomplishia^ the enda oi\\\i eTn\iaRRy. It is said, 



pleasing ^ 
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that as soon as the preliminaries are adjusted, that 
niinister is to return to the French Court. The 
States of Holland have resolved to make it an in- 
struction to all their men of war and priyateers, to 
bring into their ports whatever neutral ships they 
shall meet with, laden with corn, and bound for 
France ; and, to avoid all cause of complaint from 
the Potentates to whom these ships shall belong, 
their full demand for their freight shall be paid them 
there. The French Protestants residing in that 
country have applied themselves to their respective - 
magistrates, desiring that there may be an article in 
the treaty of peace which may give liberty of con- 
science to the Protestants in France. Monsieur 
Bosnage, Minister of the Walloon church at Rot- 
terdam, has been at the Hague, and hath had some 
conferences with the Deputies of the States on that 
subject. It is reported there, that all the French 
refugees in those dominions are to be naturalized, 
that they may enjoy the same good effects of the 
treaty with the Hollanders themselves, in respect of 
France. 

Letters from Paris say, the people conceive great 
hopes of a sudden peace, from Monsieur Torcy's* 
being employed in the negotiation ; he being a mi- 
nister of too great weight in that Court to be sent on 
any employment in which his master would not act 
in a manner wherein he might justly promise himself 
success. The French advices add, that there is an 
insurrection in Poictou, three thousand men have 
taken Up arms, and beaten the troops which were 
appointed to disperse them : three of the mutineers 
bemg taken, were immediately executed ; and as 
many of the King's party were used after the same 
manner. 

Our late acts of naturalization hath had so great 
an effect in foreign parts, that some Princes have 
prohibited the French refugees in their dominions 
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to Bell or transfer their estates to any other o 
lubjects ; and at the same time have panted (hem 
jreater itntii unities tlian they hitherto enjoyed. It 
has been also thought iieceatiary to restrain tlielr 
owD subjects from leaving their country, on pain of 
death. 
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Quicijiiid agunl ftomiiiM 

noitri itt farrago tibtlH. 

Juv.Sai. i. »t,M, 
Whale'or men <Id, or aay, or tUink, or dream. 
Out mullej paper ie'ixei for ite Ihenie. P. 

From my own Apartment, May 10, 

Had it not been that my familiar had appeared to 
me, as I toht you in my last, in person, I bad cer- 
taJiily been unable to have found even words with- 
out meaninE, to keep up my intelligence with the 
town ; but he han ehc'cked me severely for my de- 
spondence, and ordered me to go on in my desiga 
of observing upon things, and forbearing persona] 
for, said he, the age you live in is such, ^at a good 
picture of any vice or virtue will infallibly be mis- 
repreaented; and though none wilt take the kind 
descriptions you make so much to themselves, as to 
wish well to the author, yet all will resent the iti 
characters you produce, out of fear of their own 
turn in the licence you must be obliged to take, if 
you point at particular persons. I took his admoni- 
tion kindly, and immediately promised him to bee 
pardon of the author of the " Advice to the Poets, 
for my raillery upon his work ; though I aimed at 
no more in that examination, but to convince hini, . 
and all men of genius, of the folly of layinglj 
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■dres outiNi tuch plans as are below their characters. 
I hope too it was done widioiit ill-breeding, and no- 
thing spoken below what a civilian (as it b allowed I 
am) may ntto- to a physician*. After this prefiiuse, 
aU the world may be safe from my writings ; for, if 
I can find nothing to commend, I am silent, and will 
forbear dbe subject; for, though I am a reformer, I 
floom to be an inquisitcHr. 

It would become all men, as well as me, to lay 
before them the noble character of V eras the ma- 
gistratef, who always sat in triumph oyer, and 
contempt of, Tice; he never searched after it, or 
spared it when it came before him : at the same time 
he could see through the hypocrisy and disguise of 
tbose» who have no pretence to virtue themselves, 
but by their severity to the vicious. This same 
Vents was, in times past. Chief Justice (as we call 
it aaiongst us) in Feliciat. He was a man of pro- 
found knowledge of the laws of Ins country, and as 
just an observer of them in his own person : he con- 
sidered justice as a cardinal virtue, not as a trade 
for maintenance. Wherever he wasjudge, he never 
forgot that he was also counsel, llie criminal be- 
bte him was always aure he stood before his country, 
and, in a sort, a parent of it : the prisoner knew, 
dmt thoBgh his spirit was broken widi guilt, and in- 
capable of language to defend itself, all would be 
9»lhered bom lam which could conduce to Ins safety ; 
and thai his judge would vrrest no law to destroy 
Um, MMT conceal any that could save him. In his 
time there was a nest of pretei^ders to justice, who 
bappaied to be employed to put things in a method 
for being examined before Inm at his usual sessions : 
these anunals were to Verus, as monkeys are to men ; 

* Sir Richard Blackmore. 

t Sir John Holt, Lord Chief Justice in the reign of Kir^ 
WHfiani m. and for some years after that Ring's death. 
tBritaia. 
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like, that you can hardly disown tliem, bat n 
base, that you are ashamed of their fraternity, ll 
r a phrase, " Who would do justice on the 
ico9 ?" That certainly would Vcrus. I turn 
I an old trial where he sat Judge oD two of then, 
was called Trick-track, the other Tear-»hift: 
was a learned Judge of sharpers ; the other the 
:keHt of all men at nnding out a wench. Trick- 
track never spared a pickpocket, but was a com- 
panion to cheats; Tear-shift wouldmakecumplimeuts 
to wenches of quality, but certainly commit poor 
ones. It' a poor rogue wanted a lodging. Trick-track 
sent him to gaol for a thief; if a poor whore went 
only with one thin peticnat. Tear-shift would im- 
pHiton her for being loose in her dress. These 
patriots infested the days of Verus, while they alter- 
nately committed and released each other's prisonert: 
but Verus regarded them as criminals, and alwiys 
looked upon men as they stood in the eye of justice, 
without respecting whether they sat on the benchi 
or stood at the bar. 

Wiirs Coffee-house, May 11. 
Yesterday we were entertained with the tragedy 
of the Earl of Essex" ; in which there is not one 
guod line, and yet a play wliich was never seen 
witboutdrawiug tears from somepart of the audience; 
a ri'uiarkable instance that the soul is not to be 
moved by words, but things ; for the incidents in this 
drama are laid together so happily, that the spectator 
makes the play for himself, by the force which the 
circumstance has upon his imagination. Thus, in 
apite of the most dry discourses, and expressions 
almost ridiculous with respect to propriety, it is 
impossible for one unprejudiced to see it, untouched 
with pity. I must confess, this effect is not wrought 
on such as examine why they are pleased ; but it 
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neyer fails to appear on those who are not too learned 
in nature^ to be moved by her first suggestions. It 
is certain, the person and behaviour of Mr. Wilks 
has no snmll share in conducing to the popularity of 
the play ; and when a handsome fellow is going to a 
more coarse exit than beheading, his shape and 
countenance make every tender one reprieve him 
with all her heart, without waiting until she heard his 
dying words. 

Tins evening The Alehymist was played. This 
comedy is an example of Ben Jonson's extensive 
genius, and penetration into the passions and fol- 
ties of mankind. The scene in the fourth act, 
where all the cheated people oppose the man that 
would open their eyes, has something in it so 
inimitably excellent, that it is certainly as great a 
master-piece as has ever appeared by any hand. 
The audior's great address in showing covetousness 
the motive of the actions of the puritan, the epicure, 
die gamester, and the trader; and that all their 
endeavours, how differently soever they seem to tend, 
centre only in that one point of gain, shows he had, 
to. a great perfection, that discernment of spirit 
which constitutes a genius for comedy, 

WhiUi's ChocohUe-koumi, May 11. 

It is not to be imagined, how far the violence of 
our desires will carry us towards our own deceit, in 
the pursuit of what we wish for. A gentleman hcire 
this evening was giving me an account of a dumb 
fortune-teller,* who outdoes Mr. Partridge, my- 
self, or the Unborn Doctor, f for predictions; all 
Us visitants come to him full of expectations, and 
pay his own rate for the interpretations they put 

* DoBcan Campbell, said to be deaf and dumb, who prac- 
tised at this time on the credulity of the vulgar, and pretend- 
ed tonredict fortunes by the second sight, &c. 

t The real name of the qnack-doctor and man-midwii'e. 
who affected to be distingoisfaed as ^' nnbom,*' \<;«i&^\t\c 
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apon his ehiuga and nuda. There is » fine ricfcet^^ 
widow who stole thilhcr the other day (though it il 
not six weeks since her husband's departure from het 
company to rest), and with her trusty maid, <fe- 
Dianded of him, whether she should marry again, 
by holding up two fingers, like horns on her fore- 
head: the wizard held up both his hands forked. 
The relict desired to know, whether he meant, bjr 
his holding up both hands, to represent that tm 
had one husband before, and that she should hare 
another? or that he intimated she should hare two 
more? The cunning man looked a little soar, 
upon which Betty jogged her mistress, who gan 
the other guinea; and he made her understand, she 
dhuuld positively have two more, but shaked hii 
head, and hinted that they should not live long 
with her. The widow sighed, and gave him tfae 
other half-guinea. After this prepossession, all 
that she had nest to do was to make sallies to our 
end of the town, and find out whom it is her fate to 
have. There a 

she takes to be men of vogue, 
imagination has given her the choice. They t 
both the appearances of tine gentlemen, to such ■■ 
do not know when they see persons of that turn; 
and, indeed, they are industrious euough to come 
at that character, to deserve the reputation of being 
.such : but this town will not allow us to be the 
things we seem to aim at, and is too discemtDg ta 
be fobbed off with pretences. One of these pretty 
fellows fails by his laborious exactness; the other, 
by his as much studied negligence. Frank Careless, 
a as his valet had helped on and adjusted bis 
I, goes to his glass, sets his wig awry, tumble* 
his cravat; and, in short, undresses himself to go 

> into company. Will Nice is so little satisfied wiA 

^ lis dress, that all the time he is at u 
leniting it, and is foi thai r 



e are two who frequent this place whoSi 
I be men of vogue, and ot whom hd 
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able ; for he who studies carelessness has, at least, 
his work the sooner done of the two. Tlie widow 
is distracted whom to take for her first man ; for 
Nice is every way so careful, that she fears his length 
of days ; and Frank is so loose, that she has appre- 
hensions for her own health with him. I am puzzled 
how to give a just idea of them; but, in a word. 
Careless is a coxcomb, and Nice a fop : both, yoa 
will say, very hopeful candidates for a gay young 
woman just set at liberty. But there is a whisper, 
her maid will give her to Tom Terror the gamester. 
Tliis fellow has undone so many women, that he will 
certainly succeed if he is introduced ; for nothing so 
much prevails y^ith the vain part of that sex, as the 
glory of deceiving them who have deceived others. 

Deswni multa. 

St. Jameses Coffee-house, May 11. 

Letters from Berlin, bearing date May the eleventh, 
N. S. inform us, that the birth-day of her Prussian 
Mafesty has been celebrated there with all possible 
magnificence; and the King made her on that 
occasion a present of jewels to the value of thirty 
tiiousand crowns. The Marquis de Quesne, who 
has distinguished himself by his great zeal for the 
Protestant Interest, was, at the time of the dispatch 
of these letters, at that Court, soliciting the King 
to take care, that an article in behalf of the refugees, 
fulmitting their return to France, should be inserted 
in the treaty of peace. They write from Hanover, 
* of the fourteenth, that his Electoral Highness had 
received an /express from Count Merci, representing 
how pecessaiy it was to the common cause, that he 
wo^ld please to hasten to the Rhine ; for that no- 
tliiiig but his presence could quicken the measures 
iowards bringing the Impegrial armies into the field. 
There are very many speculations upon the intended 
interview of the King of Denmark auOi ¥ATk% X>sl- 
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gustua. The liitt«r das mode hucIi preparstkffls ^ 
the recejition of the other, that it io said, his Daauh 
MajesW will be entertained in Saxony with nrnch 
more elegance than he mtitwith in Italy itself. 

Letters from the Hajj;uE. ufthe eighteenth instant, 
N. S. say, that his Grace the Duke of Marlborough 
landed the night before at the Brill, after haTing 
bein keut out at sea, by adverse winds, two dayi 
longer than is usual in that passage. Hia excel- 
lency the Lord Townsh-end, her Majesty's Embas- 
sadur Extraordinnry and Plenipotentiary to the 
Btates General, was driven into the Veer in Zealand 
oil Thursday lant, from whence became to the Hague 
within a few hours after the arrival of his Grace. 
The Duke, soon after his coming to the Hague, had 
a visit from the Pensioner of Holland. AU things 
relative to the peace .were in suspense until thb in- 
terview : nor is it yet known what resolutions will be 
taken on that subject; for the troops of the allies 
have fresh orders dispatched to them, to move from 
their repeclive quarters, and march with all expedi- 
tion to the frontiers, where the enemy are making 
their utmost elforts for the defence of their country. 
Tlirtie advices further inform us, that the Marquis ae 
Torcy had received an answer from the court of 
France, to his letters which he had sent thither by 
an express on the Friday before. 

*," Mr. Bickerstalf has received letters from Mr. 
ColHtaff, Mr. Whipstaff, and Mrs. Rebecca Wag- 
NlafT : nil which relate <:hiefly to their being left out 
in thu genealogy of the family lately published; but 
'ny Cousin who writ that draught, being a clerk in 
l^dio Llerald'o Olficc, and being at present under the 
" '"loanure of the Chapter; it is feared, if that mat- 
>ld he touched upon at this time, the youag 
n would lose his place for treason aniaK 



of Arms. 

villi's i'i>m\>\w"li 
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N^ 16. SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1709. 

QHieqmd agunt ht^minet' 



no8tri est farrago libeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 80. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, May 12. 

I HAVE taken a resolution hereafter, on any want of 
inteUigence, to carry my Familiar abroad with me, 
who iiias promised to giye me very proper and just 
notices iA persons and things, to make up the his-^ 
toiy of the passing day. He is wonderfully skilful 
in the knowledge of men and manners, which has 
made me more Uiimb ordinarily curious to know how 
he came to that perfectipn, and I communicated to 
him that donbt. '' Mr. Pacolet," said I, '' I am 
mightily surprised to see you so good a judge of our 
natare and circumstances, since you are a mere 
spirit, and have no knowledge of the bodily part of 
ns.^' He an&wered, smiling, '^ You are mistaken ; 
I haye been one of you, and lived a month amongst 
yon, .which gives me an exact sense of your con- 
dition. You are to know, that all, who enter into 
hnman life, have a certain date or stamea given to 
their heing, which they only who die of age may be 
said io have arrived at; but it is ordered sometimes 
hy^ptef^hatsuch as die infants are, after death, to 
attend majikind to the end of ^that stamen of being 
in .themaelveSy which yr^A 'broke off by sickness- or 
<aiiyvOtiier disaster. These are proper guardians to 

Sian»^a» heing sensible of the infmnity of their state. 
lou^are .philosopher enough to know, that the dif- 
fareaoe.of men's .understandings proceeds only from 
the. various dispositions of their organs ; so that he^ 
viM> diifis at a month old, is in the next lite ^^Vjp^nsvr 

l2 
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iii^, though more innoceut, as they who Uve to 
lil'ty ; and after death they havt! as perfect a me- 
mory aod judgment of aU that passed in their life- 
time, as I have of all the rcTolutiona in that uneasy, 
turbulent condition of yours ; and you would say I 
had enough of it in a month, were I to tell you all 
uiy luibfortunes." " A lil'e of a month cannot liBTe, 
one would think, much variety. But jiray," said I, 
" let us have your story," 

Then he proceeded in the following manner : 
" It was one of the most wealthy families . in 
Great Britain into which I was born, and it was a 
very great happiness to me that it so happened, 
otherwise I had still, in all probability, been living: 
[ shall recount to you all the occurrences of my 
short and miserable existence, just as, by examining 
o the traces made in my brain, they appeared to 
: at the time. The first thing that ever struck 
my settses was a nuise over my head of one sluiek- 
ng; after which, methought, I took a full jump, 
md found myself in the hands of a sorceress, who 
seemed as if she had been long waking, and em- 
ployed in some incantation : I was thoroughly 
frightened, and cried out; but she immediately 
seemed to go on in some magical operation, and 
anointed me from head to foot. What they meant, 
1 could not imagine: for there gathered a great 
crowd about me, crying, "An Heir! an Heir!' 
upon which 1 grew a little still, and believed this 
s a ceremony to be used only to great persons, and 
sueh as made them what they called Sdn. I lay 
very quiet: but the witch, for no manner of reason 
* provocation in the world, takes me, and binds 
y hetid as hard as possibly she could ; then ties up 
bulb my legs, and makes me swallow down an hor- 
rid mixture. 1 thought it an hard entrance into 
life, to bpgin with taking physic; but I was forced 
■ . or else must have talven down a great instru- 
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ment in which she gave it me. When I was thus 
dressed, I was carried to a bed side, where a fine 
young lady (my mother I wot) had like to have 
hogged me to death. From her, they faced me 
about, and there was a thing with quite another 
look from the rest of the company, to whom they 
talked about my nose. He seemed wonderfully 
pleased to see me ; but, I knew since, my nose be- 
loifged to another family. That into which I was 
bom is one of the most numerous amongst you; 
ttierefore crowds of relations came eyery day to 
congratulate my arriyal : amongst others, my c6usin 
BeUy, the greatest romp in nature : she whisks me 
such a height oyer her head, that I cried out for 
ieBx of falling. She pinched me, and called me 
squealing chit, and threw me into a girl's arms 
that was taken in to tend me. The girl was yery 
proud of the womanly employment of a nurse, and 
took upon her to strip and dress me a-new, because 
I made a noise, to see what ailed me : she did so 
and stuck a pin in eyeiy joint about me. I still 
cried; upon which, shelays me on my face in her 
lap ; and, to quiet me, fell a-nailing in all the pins, 
by clapping me on the back, and screaming a lul- 
laby. But my pain made me exalt my yoice aboye 
hers, which brought up the nurse, the witch I first 
saw, and my grandmother. The cirl is turned down 
stairs, and I stripped again, as well to find what 
ailed me, as to satisfy my grannam's farther curi- 
osity. This good old woman's yisit was the cause 
of all my troubles. You are to understand, that I 
was hitherto bred by hand, and any body that stood 
next g^ye me pap^ if I did but open my lips : inso- 
muchy that I was grown so cunning, as to pretend 
myself asleep when I was not, to preyent my being 
crammed. But my grandmother began a loud lec- 
ture upon the idleness of the wiyes of this age, who, 
for fear of their shapes, forbear suckling their own 



and the i 




ere immediately | 
iHTmred tu bave a wantun eye, and 
I spoil tier milk ; another was in a coa- 
the tLird hud an ill voice, and would 
i« instead of lulling me to sleep. Sucli 
exceptioua were made agaiuat all but one country 
milch-wench, to whom I was committed, and pM 
to the breast. This careless jade was eternallT 
romping with the footman, and downright starveit 
me; insomuch that I daily pined away, and should 
never have been reliered had it not been, that, oi 
the thirteenth day of my life, a fellow of the Royal 
Society, who had writ upon Cold Baths, came to 
visit me, and solemnly protested, I was utterly lost 
for want of that method*; upon which he soused 
me head and ears into a pail of water, where I bad 
tile good fortune to be drowned ; and so escaped 
being lashed into a linguist until sixteen, runniDK 
after wenches until twenty-five, and being married 
to an dl-natured wife until sixty; which bad cer- 
tainly been my fate, had not the enchantment be- 
tween body and soul been broke by this philosopher. 
Thus, until the age 1 should have otherwise lived, I 
am obliged to watch the steps of men; and, if you 
please, shall accompany you in your present walk, 
and get you intelligence from the aerial lacquey, 
who IS in waiting, what are the thoughts uid pur- 
poses of any whom you enquire for." 

I accepted his kind offer, and immediately toQk 
htm with me in a hack to White's. 

Wkite'a Chocolate-hauM, May 13. 

We got in hither, and my companion threw a 
powder round us, that made me as invisible as him- 
icIF ; BO that we could see and hear all others, onr- 
■elves unseen and unheard. 

■ The Fellow of (lie Royul Society, here ulluded tu, ww 
^rnbablf Sir Jobo Foyler, Knt. M. D. who publifihed, " An 

"Uirr Into the righl use and abuse of tlie hot. cold, and 
ralv Baths in Kn^rlnnd, &c." 
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The first thiii^ we took notice of was a nobleman 
of a goodly 'and firank aspect, with his generous 
Inrth and temper visible in it, playing at cards with 
a creature of a black and horrid countenance, where- 
in were plainly delineated the arts of his mind, 
cozenage and falsehood. They were making their 
game with counters, on which we could see in- 
scriptions, imperceptible to any but us. My Lord 
had scored with pieces of ivory, on which were 
writ ** Good Fame, Glory, Riches, Honour, and 
Posterity." The spectre over-against him had on 
his counters the inscriptions of ^* Dishonour, Imps- 
dence. Poverty, Ignorance, and Want of Shame." 
*' Bless me," said I ; ** sure my Lord does not see 
what he pl^s for ? " "As well as 1 do," says Pa- 
colet. " He despises that fellow he plays with, 
and scorns himself for making him his companion." 
At tiie very instant he was speaking, I saw the fel- 
low, who played with my Lord, hide two cards in 
the roll of his stocking. Pacolet immediately stole 
them from thence ; upon which the nobleman soon 
alter won the game. The little triumph he appeared 
in, when he got such a trifling stock of ready money, 
though he had ventured so great sums with indif- 
ference, increased my admiration. But Pacolet 
began to talk to me. ** Mr. Isaac, this to you looks 
wonderful, but not at all to us higher beings ; that 
nobleman has as many good qualities as any man 
of his order, and seems to have no faults but what, 
as 1 may say, are excresences from virtues. He is 
geiberous to a prodigality, more affable than is con- 
sistent with his quality, and courageous to a rash- 
ness. Yet, after all this, the source of his whole 
conduct is (though he would hate himself if he knew 
it) mere avarice. The ready cash laid before the 
gamester's counters makes lum venture, as you see^ 
and lay distinction against infamy, aband 
against' want; in a word, all that is des^ 
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a^inst nil that h to be avoided. However, said I, 
be sure you disappoint the aharpers to-night, and 
steal from them all the cards timy hide. Pacolet 
obeyed me, and niy Lord w nut home with their whole 
baiik in his pocket. 

WilCt Coffee-Zumic, May 13. 
To-Ri)(ht was acted a second time a comedy, 
called The Busy Body : this play is written bv » 
lady. In old times, we used tu sit upon a [May 
here after it was acted; but now the entertainment 
is turned another way ; not but there are conside- 
rable men in all ages, who, for some eminent qua- 
lity or invention, deserve the esteem and thanks of 
the publick. Such a benefactor is a. gentleman (tf , 
this house ; who is observed by the surgeons witti 
much envy ; and is ranked among, and received I^ 
die modern wits, as a great promoter of gallantry 
and pleasure. But, 1 fear, pleasure is less under- 
stood in this age, wliich so much pretends to it, 
than in any since the creation. It was admtrabty 
said of him, who 6rst took notice, that (Ret ett k- 
vera voluptat) '' there is a certain severity in plea- 
sure." Without that, all decency is banished; and 
if reason is not bo be present at our greatest satis- 
factions, of all the race of creatures, the human is 
the most miserable. It was not so of old. When 
VirgU describes a wit, he always means a virtuous 
man ; and all his sentiments of men of genius are 
such as show persons distinguished from the com- 
mon level of mankind ; such as place happiness in 
the contempt of low fears, and mean gratitications : 
fears which we are subject to with the vulgar ; and 
pleasures which we have in common witli beasU. 
With these illustrious personages, the wisest mu 
was the greatest wit ; and none was thought worthy 
of thu* -haracter imlesB he answered this excdUHt i 
' of the poet ■, 
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Qui mHui mtmes ^ h 

Sul^eii pidUnu, strepitumque AekenmtU momi. 

ViKG. Georg. ii. 491. 

Happy the man, : — 

His mind possessing in a quiet state. 

Fearless of fortune, and resign*d to ftte. Dktdbn. 

St. Jameses Coffee-house, May 13. 

We had this morning advice, that some Enclish 
merchapt ships, convoyed by the Bristol of nfty- 
four guns, were met with by a part of Monsieur da 
6ui Trouin's squadron, who engaged the* convoy. 
That ship defended itself until the English merchants 
got clear of the enemy; but being disabled, was 
nerself taken. Within few hours after, my Lord 
Dursley came up with part of his squadron, and 
enffiiging the French, retook the Bristol (which, 
heui^ very much shattered, sunk); and took the 
Glorieux, a ship of forty-four guns, as also a priva- 
teer of fourteen. Before this action, his Lordship 
had taken two French merchant-men, and had, at 
the dispatch of these advices, brought the whole 
safe into Plymouth. 
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agunt homines 

nottri est farrtigo UOeUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WkitiB^s Chocolate-house, May 15. 

Sir Thomas*, of this house, has showed me some 
letters from the Bath, which give accounts of wh*** 

• The nick-name of a waiter at W^***'*- 
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paBsea amoDg the good company of that place ; uid 
allowed me to transcribe one of them, that seenu 
to be writ by some of 8ir Tlinmaa's particular ac- 
quaiDtaiice, and is as follows : 

Dear Kniglit, May 11, 1709. 

" I desire you would give my humble service tu | 
all our friends, which 1 speak of to you (out of me- 
thod) in the very beginning of my epistle, lest ibe 
present dinorders, by which this seat of (gallantry 
and pleasure is torn to pieces, should make mc lor- i 
get it. You keep so good company, that you know J 
Bath is stocked with such as come hither to be re- I 
lieved. from luxuriant health, or imaginary sickness; | 
and consequently is always as well stowed with p\- , 
lants, as invalids, who live together in a very good 
understanding. But the season is so early, that our 
fine company is not yet arrived : and the warm badi, 
which in heathen Limes was dedicated to Venus, ii 
DOW used only by such as really want it for health's : 
sake. There are, however, a good many strangers, . 
among whom are two ambitious ladies, who, being 
both ia the autumn of their life, take the opportu- 
nity of placing themselves at the head of such as we , 
are, before the Chloe's, CUrissa's, and Pastorella's 
come down. One of these two ia excessively in 
pain, that the ugly being, called Time, will maku ' 
wrinkles in spite of the lead forehead cloth; and 
therefore hides, with the gaiety of her air, the volu- 
bility of her tongue, and quickness of her motian, , 
the mjuriea which it has dune her. The other lady 
is but two years behind her in life, and dreads at 
much being laid aside as the former; and conse- 
quently has taken the necessary precautions to pre- 
vent her reign over us. But she is very discreet, i 
and wonderfully turned lor ambition ; being newr | 
apparently transported either with atfection or tai- 
""hus, while Fkrimel is talking in publicli. 
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and spreading her graces in assemblies, to gain a po- 
pular dominion over our diversions, Prudentia visits 
very cunningly all the lame, the splenetic, and the 
superannuated, who have their distinct classes of 
followers and friends. Among these she has found, 
that somebody has sent down printed certificates of 
Florimel's age, which she has read and distributed 
to .this unjoyfiil set of people, who are always ene- 
mies to those in possession of the good opinion 
of the company. This unprovoked injury done by 
Prudentia was the first occasion of our fatal divisions 
here, and a declaration of war between these rivals. 
Plorimel has abundance of wit, which she has la- 
vished in decrying Prudentia, and giving defiance to 
her little arts. For an instance of her superior power, 
she bespoke the play of Alexander the Great, to be 
acted by the company of strollers, and desired us 
all to be there on Thursday last. When she spoke 
to VBLe to come, ** As you are," said she, '' a lover, 
you will not fail the death of Alexander : the passion 
of love is wonderfully hit — Statira! O that happy 
wmnan-T-to have a conqueror at her feet ! But you 
will be sure to be there." I, and several others, 
resolved to be of her party. But see the irresistible 
strength of that unsuspected creature, '* a silent 
woman." Prudentia had counterplotted us, and 
had bespoke on the same evening the puppet-show 
of" The Creation of the World*." She had en^ 
gaged . every body to be there : and, to turn our 
leajler'into ridicule, had secretly let them know, 
' that the puppet Eve was made the most like Flori- 
mel that ever was seen. On Thursday morning 
the puppet-drunimer, Adam and Eve, and several 
others who lived before the flood, passed through 

• A deformed cripple, of the name of Powel, was the 
master of a popular puppet-show at this time, and made Punch 
utter many things, that would not have been endured in any 
other way of commiinication. 

M 
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tbe streets on horseback, to invite us all to tl 
lime, and the representation of such thing;8 a 
all knew to be true : and Mr. Mayor was so wiM, 
as to prefer those innocent people the puppets, who, 
he said, were to represent Cnristians, before tbe 
wicked players, whu were to shew Alexander, an 
heathen philosopher. To be short, this Pmdenii* 
had so laid it, that at ten of the clock footmen 
were sent to take places at the puppet-show, ud 
all we of Ftorimcl's party were to be out of lashioB, 
or desert her : we choae the latter. All the worid 
crowded to Prudentia's house, because it was givM 
out that nobody could get in. When we 
Noah's flood in the show. Punch and his v 
introduced dancing in the ark. An hnnest plsin 
fritind of Florimel s, but a critic withal, rose up in 
the midst of the representation, and made muy 
very good enceptions to the drama itself, and told 
UN, that it was against all morality, as well as rulei 
of the stage, that PuDch nhould be in jest in tbt de- 
luge, or indeed that he should appear at all. Tbil 
was certainly ajust remark, and 1 thought to second 
him : but he was hissed by Prudentia's party ; upon 
which, really. Sir Thonnas, we, who were his friends, 
hissed him too. Old Mrs. Petulant desired both her 
daughters to mind the moral ; then whispered Mrs. 
Mayoress, " This is very proper for yonng people to 
seel" Punch, at the end ot the play, made Pru- 
dentia a compliment, and was very civil to the whole 
oompany, making bows until his buttons touched 
the ground. All was carried triumphantly against 
our party. In the mean time Floritnel went to the 
tragedy, dressed as fine as hands could make her, 4 
in hopes to see Prudentia pine away with envy. 
Instead of that, she sat a full hour alone, and at last 
was entertained with this whole relation from Sta- 
lira, who wiped her eyes with her tragical cut hand- 
r/iief, and iamenled the i^orance of the quality. 
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Fl«imel wm stwng with this affront^ and the next 
jixf bespoke the puppet-show. Prudentia, insolent 
with power, bespoke Alexander. The whole com- 
May came then to Alexander. Madam Petulant 
desired her daughters to mind the moral, and be- 
lieve no man's fair words : "for you will see, chil- 
diea (says she), these soldiers are never to be de- 
■pended upon : they are sometimes here, sometimes 
tfaere.-T-])o not you see, daughter Betty, Colonel 
Clod, our next neighbour in the country, pull off 
his hat to you ? court'sy, good child, his estate is 
just by us. Florimel was now mortified down to 
'Prudentials humour: and Prudentia exalted into 
hers. . This was obseryed; Florimel invites us to 
the play a second time; Prudentia to the show. 
-See the uncertainty. of human affairs! The beaux, 
the wits, the gamesters, the prudes, the coquettes, 
die valetudinarians, and gallants, all n«w wait upon 
Fknriaiel. Such is the state of all things at this 
present date ; and if there happen any new commo- 
tions you shall have immediate advice from, 

Sir, 

Your affectionate friend, 
and servant." 

TO CASTABELLA. 

Madam, May 16, 1709. 

I hare the honour of a letter from a friend of 
yours, relating to an incivility done to you at the 
opera, by one of your own sex : but I, who was an 
eye-witness of the accident, can testify to you, that 
though she pressed before you, she lost her ends in 
that design : for she was taken notice of for no other 
reason, but her endeavours to hide a finer woman 
than herself. But, indeed, I dare not go farther in 
this matter than just this bare mention : for though 
it was taking your place of right, rather than place 



of i»«cedeiu:e ; yet it is so tender a point, andioo 
which the very life of female ambition depends, 
that it is of the last consequence to meddle in it. 
All my hopes are from your beautiful sex ; and thoi« 
bright eyes, which are the bane of others, are my 
only Hun-shine. My writings are sacred to you I 
and, I hope, I shall always ha?e the g;oud fortune to 
Jive under your proteelion ; therefore take thin pub- 
lick opportunity to signify to all the world, that I 
design to forbear nny thing that may in the leaat 
tend to the diminution of your interest, reputation, 
or power. Yon will therefore forgive me, that I 
strive to conceal every wrong step made by any who 
have the honour to wear petticoats, and shall at all 
times do what is in my power to make all mankind 
as much their slaves as myself. If they would con- 
sider things as they ought, there needs not much 
argument to convince them, that it is their fate to 
be obedient to you, and that your greatest rebels do 
only serve with a worse grace. I am. Madam, 
Your most obedient and 

most humble servant, 
Isaac Bickeretaff. 

St. Jama's Coffee-hwue, May 10. 
Letters from the Hague, bearing date the twenty- 
first instant, X. S. advise, that his Grace the Duke 
of Marlborough, immediately after his arrival, sent 
his Secretary to the President and the PensiouarVj 
to acquaint them therewith. Soon after, these Mi- 
nisters visited the Duke, and made him compliments 
in the name of the States-General ; after which they 
entered into a conference with him on the present 
pasture of affairs, and gave his Grace assurances of 
»hf firm adherence of the States to the alliance ; at 
ie time acquainting him, that all overtures of 
ffere rejected, ujitil they had an opportaaity 
ig' in concert with their allies on that subject- 
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After this interview, the Pensioaary and the Presi- 
dent returned to the Assembly of the States. Mon- 
sieur Torcy has had a conference at the Pensioner's 
house with his -Ghrace the Bdke of Marlborough, 
Prince Eugene, and his Excellency the Lord Towns- 
iiend. The result of what was debated at that time 
is kept secret ; but there appears an air of satisfac- 
tion and good understanding between these minis- 
ters. We are apt also to give ourselves very hope- 
ful prospects from Monsieur Torcy's being employed 
in this negociation, who had been always remark- 
able for a particular way of thinking, in his sense 
of the greatness of France; which he has always 
said, '' was to be promoted rather by the arts of 
peace than those of^ war." His delivering himself 
treely on this subject has formerly appeared an un- 
successful way to power in that Court ; but in its 
present circumstances those maxims are better re- 
ceived ; and it is thought a certain argument of the 
sincerity of the French King's intentions, that this 
-minister is at present made use of. The Marquis is 
to return to -Paris in a few days, who has sent a 
courier thither to give notice of the reasons of his 
return, lliat the Court may be the sooner able to 
dispatch commissions for a formal treaty. 
- The expectations of peace are increased by ad- 
irices from Paris of the twelfth instant, which say, 
•the Dauphin has altered his resolution of command- 
ing in Flanders the ensuing campaign. The Saxon 
41^ Prussian reinforcements, together with Count 
Mercy's regiment of Imperial horse, are encamped 
"Ul Ihe nei^bouihood of Brussels ; and sufficient 
•stores of com and forage are transported to that place 
md Ghent for the service of the confederate army. 

They write from Mons, that the Elector of Bava- 
ria had advice, that an advanced party of the Por- 
taffuaee «rmy had been defeated by the Spaniards. 
We hearlrom Languedoc, that thevt eottk, Q\vj<b%, 
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R»d figa, were wliolly destroyed ; but that titty imt 
k hopeful [trospect of a plentiful vintage. 
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war* Coffee-hovte. May 18. 
Thk dUcourae has happened to turn ih 
upon the true panegyric, the perfection of wliich was 
asserted to consist in a certaui artful way of coavey- 
■ng the applause in aii indirect manner. There was 
a gentleman gave iis several instances of it; among 
others, he quoted (from Sir Vrancis Bacon, in his 
" Advancement of Learning,") a very great compli- 
ment made to Tiberius, as follows : In a full det»te 
upon public affairs in the Senate, one of tlie assembly 
rose up. and with a very grave air said, he tliought 
it for the honour and dignity of the commonwealtli, 
that Tiberius should be declared a god, and have di- 
vine worship paid him. The Emperor was surprised 
at the proposal, and demanded of him to declaie, 
whether he had made any application to incline faint 
to that overture? The Senator answered, with a 
bold and haughty tone, "Sir, in matters that con- 
cern the commonwealth, I will be governed by no 
man." Another gentleman mentioned something of 
the same kind, spoken by the late Duke of Buckiog- 
ham to the late Earl of Orrery : " My lord (says the 
Duke, after his libertine way), you will certainly be 
damned." " How, my lordl" says the Earl, with 
Mome warmth. " Nay (said the Duke), there is no 
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help for it; for it is positively said, Cursed- is he of 
whom all men speak well."* This is taking a man 
by surprise, and being welcome when you have so 
surprised him. The person flattered receives you 
into his closet at once : and the sudden change of 
his heart from the expectation of an ill-wisher, to 
find you his friend, makes you in his full favour in a 
moment. The spirits that were raised so suddenly 
against you, are as suddenly for you. There was 
another instance given of this kind at the table. A 
gentleman, who had a very great favour done him, 
and an employment bestowed upon him, without so 
much as being personally known to his benefactor, 
waited upon the great man who was so generous, 
and was beginning to say he was infinitely obliged. 
** Not at all," says the patron, turning from him to 
another ; '* had I known a more deserving man in 
England, he should not Have had it." 

We should certainly have had more examples, 
had not a gentleman produced a book which he 
thought an instance of this kind : it was a pamph- 
let, called " The Naked Truth." The idea any 
one would have of that work from the title was, 
that there would be much plain dealing with people 
in power, and that we should see things in their pro- 
per light, stripped of the ornaments which are usual- 
ly given to the actions of the great ; but the skill of 
this author is such, that he has under that rugged 
appearance, approved himself the finest gentleman 
and courtier that ever writ. The language is ex- 
tremely sublime, and not at all to be understood by 
the vulgar. The sentiments are such as would make 
no figure in ordinary words ; but such is the art of 
expression, and the thoughts are elevated to so high 
a degree, that I question whether the discourse will 

• Luke vi. 26. His Grace did not understand, nor quote 
fairly, the passage of Scripture, to^ which he thought it so 
witty thuii impiously to allude. 
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ill much. There was ad Ul-oatured fellow p 
hates all pane|i:yrtc mortally; ' 
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said he, " what the devil meaoH his Naked 
Truth, in Hpeakin)^ nothing; but to the advantaj^ uf 
all whom he mentions 7 This is just such a pal 
aclioD as that of the champion's on a coronatioD-day, 
who challenKCB all mankind to dispute with himtht 
right of the sovereign, surrounded with bis .gHaidi," 
Th« gentleman who produced the treatise deaired 
him to be cautious, and said, it was writ hy an «■ 
cellent soldier, which made the company obaerve it 
more narrowly; and (as critics are the greatest cofl- 
jurors at finding out a known truth) one said, in 
was sure it was writ by the hand of his sword-aOB. 
I could not perceive much wit in that expressioi: 
but it raised a laugh, and, I suppose, was niQaat u 
a sneer upon valiant men. The same man pretend- 
ed to see in the style, that it was an horse-oScFT; 
but sure ^at is being too nice ; for though you nay 
know officers of the cavalry by the turn of theii feei I 
I cannot imagine how you should discern their handi 
from those of other men. But it is always thus witk i 
pedants ; they will ever be carping, if a gentlemsi 
or a man of honour puts pen to paper. I do not 
doubt but this author will find this assertion toD 
true, and that obloquy is not repulsed by the forc« 
of arms. I will therefore set this excellent piece ii 
a light too glaring for weak eyes, and, in imitadoi 
of the critic Longinus, shall, as well as I can, make 
my observations in a style like the author's of wboB 
I treat, which perhaps I am as capable of as uiotber, 
having " an unbounded force of thinking, ae well 
as a must exiiuisite address, extensively and wisely 
indulged to me by the supreme powers." My author, 
I will dare to assert, shows the most universal know- 
ledge of any writer who has appeared this century ; 
be is a poet and merchant, which is seen in two 
inaster- words, " Credit-Viloaaoms," He is a gram- 
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marian and a politician ; for he says, *' The uniting 
of the two kingdoms is the emphasis of the security 
of the protestant succession." Some would be apt 
to say 9 he is a conjuror; for he has found, that a 
republick is not made up of every body of animals, 
but is composed of men only, and not of horses. 
^'Liberty and property have chosen their retreat 
within the emulating circle of an human common- 
wealth." He is a physician : for he says, '* I ob- 
serve a constant equality in its pulse, and a just 
quickness of its vigorous circulation." And again, 
** I view the strength of our constitution plainly ap- 
pear in the sanguine and ruddy complexion of a well- 
contented city." He is a divine; for he says, ''I 
cannot but bless myself." And, indeed, this excel- 
lent treatise has had that good effect upon me, who 
am far from being superstitious, that I also <' cannot 
but bless myself." 

Si. James's Coffee-house, May 18. 

This day arrived a mail from Lisbon, with letters 
of the thirteenth instant, N. S. containing a particu- 
lar account of the late action in Portugal. On the 
seventeenth instant the army of Portugal, under the 
command of the Marquis de Frontera, lay on the 
side of the Caya, and the army of the Duke of 
Anjou, commanded by the Marquis de Bay, on the 
other^ The latter commander having an ambition to 
ravage the country, in a manner in sight of the Portu- 
gueze, made a motion with the whole body of his 
horse towards Fort Saint Christopher, near the town 
of Badajos. The generals of the Portugueze dis- 
daining that such an insult should be offered to their 
arms, took a resolution to pass the river, and oppose 
the designs of the enemy. The Earl of Galloway 
represented to them, that the present posture of af- 
fairs was such on the side of the allies, that there 
aeededno more to be done at present in that country > 
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but to carry on a defensive part: but his arguiDHl 
could not avail in tlie council of war. Upon wMcb 
a great detacbment of foot, and the whole of (he 
horse of the King of Portugal's army, passed tbi 
river, and wilh some pieces of cannon did good sif 
cution on the enemy. Upon observing this, th 
Marquis de Bay advanced with his horae, ud 
attacked the right wing uf the Portugueze CBvalrjr. 
who faced about, and tied, without standing the fint 
encounter. But their foot repulsed the same body 
of horse, in three successive charges, with peat 
order and resolution. Whilst this was transacliilg, I 
the British general commanded thebrigadeof Peuce 
to keep the enemy in diversion by a new attack. | 
This was so well executed, that th<: Portugueze in- i 
fantry had time to retire in good order, and re-paas 
the nver. But that brigade, which rescued then, 
was itself surrounded by the enemy, and Majoc-^ 
General Starkey, Brigadier Pearce, together with 
both their regiments, and that of Lord Galloway, 
lately raised, were taken prisoners. 

During the engagement, the Earl of Barrimore, 
having advanced too far to give some necessary 
order, was hemmed in by a squadron of the enemy; 
but found means to gallop up to the brigade of 
Pearce, with which he remains also a prisoner. 
My Lord Galloway had his horse shot under him in 
this action; and the Conde de Staint Juan, a Por- 
tuguese General, was taken prisoner. The same 
night the army encamped at Aronches, and on the 
ninth moved to Elvas, where they lay when these 
dispatches came away. Colonel Stanwix's regiment i 
is also taken. The whole of this affair has gives 
the Portugueze a great idea of the capacity and 
courage of my Lord Galloway, against whose advice 
they entered upon this unfortunate adair, and by 
whose conduct tney were rescued from it. The pro- 
digious constancy and resolution of that great Buutia \ 
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luurdly to be paralleled, who under the oppression of 
a maimed body, and the reflexion of repeated ill- 
fortune, goes on with an unspeakable alacrity in the 
serrice of the common cause. He has already put 
things in a yery good posture after this ill accident, 
and made the necessary dispositions for covering 
die country from any further attempt of the enemy, 
who still lie in the camp they were in before the 
battle. 

Letters from Brussels, dated the twenty-lSfth in- 
stant, advise^ that notwithstanding the negociations 
of a peace seem so far adyanced, that some do con- 
fidently report the preliminaries of a treaty to be 
laiptually agreed on, yet the allies hasten their prepa- 
tions for opening the campaign ; and the forces of 
the Empire, the Prussians,- the Danes, the Wirtem- 
bergers, the Palatines, and Saxon auxiliaries, are in 
motion towards the general rendezvous, they being 
already arrived in the neighbourhood of Brussels. 
These advices add, that the deputies of the States of 
I^olland, having made a general review of the troops 
in Flanders, set out for Antwerp on the 21st instant 
.finom that place. 
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Qnte^trtif agmnt homines 

luHri estfmmgo UbeUi. 

Jut. Sat. L S5, Ig. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, May 20. 

It is observed too often that men of wit do so 
much employ their thoughts upon fine speculations, 
that things useful to mankind are wholly neglects 
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Knil they are busy in making emendatiDns upon 
enclitics in a Greek author, while obvious tfaingt 
that every mao may have use for, are wholly over- 
looked. It would be a happy thirty, if »uch as have 
real capacities for public service were employed in 
works of general use ; but because a thing is eveiy 
body's business, it is nobody's business : this is for 
want of public spirit. A s for my pari, who am unly 
a student, and a man of no great interest, I can on^ 
remark things, and recommend the correction of them 
to higher powers. There is an offence I have a 
thousand times lamented, but fear I shall never see 
remedied ; which is, thai in a nation where leamiog 
is so frequent as in Great Britain , there should be su 
many gross errors as there are in the very directions 
of things wherein accuracy is necesNary for the con- 
duct of life. This is notoriously observed by all men 
of letters when they first come to town (at which time 
they are usually curious that way) in the inscriptions 
on Bign-posts. I have cause to know this matter as 
well as any body ; for I have, when I went to Mer- 
chant-Taylors' school suffered stripes for spelling 
after the signs I observed in my way ; though at the 
same time I must confess, staring at those inscrip- 
tions first gave me an idea and curiosity for medals, 
in which I have since arrived at some knowledge. 
Many a man has lost his way and hia dinner by this 
general want of skill in orthography ; for, consider- 
ing that the paintings are usually very bad, that you 
cannot know the animal under whose sign you are tu 
live that day, how must the stranger be misled if it 
be wrong spelled, as well as ill painted? I have a 
cousin now in town, who has answered under bache- 
lor at Queen College, whose name is Humphry 
MopstalF (he is a-kin to us by his mother); this 
youuK man going to see a relation in Barbican, wan- 
whole day by the mistake of one letter ; for 
ilten,"Thisvs (,\ieBcp,t;'"w^VPA\ol"'\.\os, 
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|8 the Bear.'' He was set right at last, by inquir- 
uigfor the house of a fellow whoeould not read, and 
^ew the place mechanically, only by having been 
often drunk there. But, in the name of goodness, 
let us make our learning of use to us, or not. Was 
^ot this a shame, that a philosopher should be thus 
directed by a cobler? I will be sworn, if it were 
luiown how many have suffered in this kind by false 
spelling since the Union, this matter would not long 
lie thus. What makes these evils the more in- 
supportable is, that they are so easily amended, and 
nothing done to it; but it is so far from that, that the 
evil goes on in other arts as well as orthography ; 
places are confounded, as well for want of proper 
distinctions, as things for want of true characters. 
Had I not come by the other day very early in the 
morning, there might have been mischief done ; for 
a worthy North Briton was swearing at Stocks Mar- 
ket that they would not let him in at his lodgings ;. 
but I, knovnng the gentleman, and observing Um 
look often at the King on horseback, and then double 
his oaths, that he was sure he was right, found he 
mistook that for Charing Cross, by the erection of the 
like statue in each place. I grant, private men may 
distinguish their abodes as they please ; as one of 
my acquaintajice, who lives at Marybone*, has put 
a good sentence of his own invention upon his dwell- 
ing-place f, to find out where he lives: he is so near 
London, that his conceit is this, 'Hhe country in 
town;" or, **the town in the country;" for you 
know, if tliey are both in one, they are M one. 
Besides tliat, the ambiguity is not of great conse- 

* The Duke of Buckingham is humourously said to have 
lived at Marybone, as he viras almost every day on the bovrling- 
green there, and seldom left it until he could see no longer. 

t On Buckingham^house, now the Queen's palace, were 
originally these inscriptions. On the front, *' Sic siti I'stan- 
tur Lares;" on the back front, " Rus in urbe.'* On the %v 
next the road, ^'iSpectatorfastidiosus sibi moleaVwi^ *,** on^ 
North Bide, **LeDth iDcaepit, cit6 perfecit," 
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quence ; if you are safe at the place, it is bo natter if 
you do not distinctly know where the place ia: but 
to returD U) the orthography of publiu places. I 
promise, that every tradesman in the cities of Lon- 
don and WcEtminster shall give roe gixpence a quar- 
ver fur keeping their signs in repair, &e tu the gram- 
matical part ; and 1 will take into my bouse a i^wiss 
Countt of my acquaintance, who can remember all 
their names without book, for dispatch sake, setting 
up the head of the ^aid foreigner for my sign ; the 
features being strong, and tit for hanging high. 

Si. Jamts's Coffee-hotiK, May 30. 
This day a mail arrived from Holland, by which 
there are advices from Paris, that the kingdom of 
France ia in the utmost misery and distraction. The 
merchants of Lyons have been at Court, to remon- 
strate their great sufferings by the failure of their 
public credit ; but have received no other satisfac- 
tion than promises of sudden peace ; and tiiat their 
debts will be made good by funds out of the revenue, 
which will not answer, but in case of the peace 
which is promised. In the mean time, the cries of 
the common people are loud for want of bread; the 
gentry have lost all spirit and seal for their country; 
and the King himself seems to languish under the 
anxiety of the pressing calamities of the naUon, and 
retires from hearing those grievances which he hath 
not the power to redress. Instead of preparations 
for war, and tiie defence of their country, there in 
nothing to be seen but evident marks of a general 
despair i processions, fastings, public moumings 
ana humiliations, are become the sole employments 
of a people, who were lately the most vain and gay 
of any of the universe. 

The Pope has written to the French King on the 
subject of a peace ; and his Majesty has answered 
in the fowlicst terms, that he entirely submits bis 
t Probably Jolin-laines U«M«%%ct, Beq. 
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affairs to DiTine Provideiicey and sliall soon show 
the world, that he prefers the tranquillity of his 
people to the glory of his arms, and extent of his 
conquests. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-fourth say 
that his £xcellency the Lord Townshend delivered 
his credentials on that day to the States-General, as 
Plenipotentiary from the Queen '<df Great Britain ; 
as did also Count Zinzendorf, who bears the same 
character from the Emperor. 

Prince Eugene intended to set out the next day 
for Brussels, and his Grace the Duke of MarL- 
borongfa on the Tuesday following. The Marquis de 
Torcy talks daily of going, but still continues there. 
The army of the allies is to assemble on the seventh 
of next month at Helchin ; though it is generally 
belieyed that the preliminaries to a treaty are fully 
adjusted. 

The approach of the peace strikes a panic through 
omr armies, though that of a battle could neyer do 
it; and they almost repent of their bravery, that 
made such haste to humble themselves and the 
French King. The Duke of Marlborough, though 
-otherwise the greatest general of the age, has plainly 
shewn himself unacquainted with the arts of hus- 
banding a war. He might have grown as old as the 
Duke of Alva, or Prince Waldeck in the Low 
Comitries, and yet have got reputation enough 
every year for any reasonable man ; for the com- 
mand of General in Flanders hath been ever looked 
upon as a provision for life. For my part, I cannot 
see how his Grace can answer it to the world, for 
the great eagerness he hath shown to send an hun- 
dred thousand of the bravest fellows in Europe a- 
begging : but the private gentlemen of the infantry 
will be able to shift for themselves ; a brave man 
can never starve in a country stocked wiUi hen- 
roosts. " Tliere is not a yard of linen," says my 
honoured progenitor. Sir John Falstaff, ** in my 
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whole company; but for that," says I 
knight, " I am in no ^eat pain i we shall lind ghirto 
on every hedge." There is another sort of gentle- 
men whom 1 am much more eonuerned for, and thai : 
is the ingenious fraternity of which 1 have the ho- 
nour to be an unworthy member: I mean the news- I 
writere of Great Britain, whether Post-men or Post- i 
boy*, or by whatever name or title soever dignified 
or distinguished. 'I'he caae of these gentlemen is, I 
think, mure hard tlian that of the soldiers, consider- 
ing that they have taken more towns, and fou^t 
more battles. They have been upon parties and 
skirmishes, when our armies have lain still; and 
given the general assault to many a place, when the 
besiegers were quiet in their trenches. They have 
made us masters of several strong towns many 
weeks before our generals could do it; and com- 

Eleted victories, when our greatest captains have 
een glad to come ofi'with a drawn battle. Where 
Prince Eugene has slain his thousands, Boyert has 
slain his ten thousands. This gentleman can indeed 
be never enough commended for his courage and in- 
trepidity during this whole war : he has laid about 
him with an inexpressible fury ; and, like the of- 
fended Marius of antient Rome, made such havoc 
among his countrymen, as must be the work of two 
or three ages to lepnir. It must be confessed, the 
redoubted Mr. fiuckleyl has shed as much blood 
as the former ; but I cannot forbear saying (and 1 
hope it will not look like envy,) that we regard our 
brother Buckley as a kind of Drawcansir, who 
■pares neither friend nor foe, but generally kills as 
many of his own side as the enemies'. It is impos- 
sible for this ingenious sort of men to subsist after a 
• " The Post-boj" was a acanrlalous wckly paper, by 
Abel Roper; and " The Flying Post," by (Jeorge Kldpath, 
was jiisl «ucl) aoolher. 

t Abdl Bnyer, author of " The P.jlilical Slute." 
t Samuel Backley, prJElcr of " The Gazelle," FUid also of 
" The Daily Coatant." 
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peace : every one rememberi the M&m they were 
driven to in the reign of kinfi^ Charles the Second, 
when they could not furnish out a single paper of 
newSy without lighting up a comet in Germany, or 
a fire in Moscow. There scarce appeared a letter 
without a paragraph on an earthquake. Prodigies 
were grown so familliar, that they had lost their 
name, as a great poet of that age has it. I remember 
Mr. Djex^f who is justly looked upon by all the 
fox-hnnters in the nation as the greatest statesman 
our country has produced, was particularly famous 
for dealing in whales ; insomuch, that in five months 
time (for I had the curiosity to examine his letters 
on that occasion) he brought three into the mouth of 
the river Thames, besides two porpusses and a stur- 
geon. The judicious and wary Mr. Ichabod Dawksf 
hath all along been the rival of this great writer, and 
got himself a reputation from plagues and famines : 
by which, in those days, he destroyed as great multi- 
tudes as he has lately done by the sword. In every 
dearth of news. Grand Cairo was sure to be unpeo- 
pled. 

It being therefore visible that our society will be 
greater sufferers by the jpeace than the soldiery it- 
self, insomuch that the Daily Courant is in danger of 
being broken, my friend Uyer of being reformed, 
and the very best of the whole band of being re- 
dnced to half pay ; might I presume to offer any 
thing in the behalf of my distressed brethren, I 
would humbly move, that an appendix of proper 
apartments, furnished with pen, ink, and paper, and 
(^her necessaries of life, should be added to the hos- 
|»tal of Chelsea, for the relief of -such decayed news- 
writers as have served their country in the wars ; and 
that for their exercise Uiey should compile the annals 

♦ " Dyer's Letter ;" a news-paper of that time, which ac- 
cording to Mr. Addison, was entitled to little credit, 
t Ichabod "Dalfvfcs," another poor, epistolary historian." 



of IheirbrotlMT veterans, who have been e 

the same service, and are still obligfed to duty aftei 

the same maimer. 

I coDDot be thought to 5peak this out of an eye to 
auy private interest; for as my chief scenes of action 
are coffee-houses, play-houses, and my own aptrt- 
ment, I am in no need of camps, fortificatiuns, anil 
fields of battle, to support me ; I da not call feu 
heroes and generals to my assistance. Though the 
officers are broken, and the armies disbanded, 1 shall 
^atill be safe, as lung as there are men, or yiomat, 
politicians, or lovers, or poets, or nymphs, orawaiWi 
iir cits, or courtiers, in being. 



N^lfl. SATIIRDAy, MAY 24, 1700. 
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From my man. Apartment, May 23. 
There is nothing can ^ve a man of any considera- 
liou greater pain, than to see order and distiactioti 
laid aside amongst meo, espesially when the rank 
(of which he himself is member) is intruded upon T 
such as have no pretence to that honour. The apiiH- 
lalion of Esquire is the most notoriously abusea in 
thix kind, of any class amongst men ; insomuch, that 
it is become almost the subject of derision ; but 1 
will be bold to say, this behaviour towards it pro- 
ceeds from the ignorance of the people in its true 
origin. I shall therefore, as briefly as possible, do 
myself and all true £squires the justice to |oflU|^^ 
^L antiquity upon (bis su\)ject. ^^^^| 
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In the first ages of the world, before the inyention 
of jointures and settlements, when the noble passion 
of lore had possession of the hearts of men, and the 
fair sex were not yet cultivated in the merciful dis- 
position which they have showed in latter centuries, 
it was natural for great and heroic spirits to retire to 
rivulets, woods, and caves, to lament their destiny, 
and the cruelty of the fair persons who were deaf to 
their lamentations. The hero in this distress was 
generally in armour, and in a readiness to fight any 
man he met with, especially if distinguished by any 
extraordinary qualifications : it being the nature of 
heroic love to hate all merit, lest it should come 
within the observation of the cruel one by whom its 
own perfections are neglected. A lover of this kind 
had always about him a person of second value, and 
subordinate to him, who could hear his afflictions, 
carry an enchantment for his wounds, hold his hel- 
met when he was eating (if ever he did eat,) or in 
his absence, when he was retired to his apartment in 
any King's palace, tell the prince himself, or perhaps 
his daughter, the birth, parentage, and adventures of 
his valiant master. This trusty companion was 
styled his Esquire, and was always fit for any offices 
about him ; was as gentle and chaste as a gentleman- 
usher, quick and active as an equerry, smooth and 
eloquent as the master of the ceremonies. A man 

^ thus qualified was the first, as the an tients affirm, 
who was called an Esquire ; and none without these 

^ accomplishments ought to assume our order : but, to 
the utter disgrace and confusion of the heralds, 
every pretender is admitted into this fraternity, even 

r arsons Uie most foreign to this courteous institution, 
have taken an inventory of all within this city» and 
looked over every letter in the Post-office, for my 
better information. There are of the Middle Temple, 
including all in th6 buttery-books, and in the lists of 
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(he houae« five thousand.* In the Inner, four ttM- I 
sarxtN In the KingS-Bench Walks, the whole 
builtlingB are inhabited by Esquires only. The 
adjacent street of Essct, from Morris's CoSee- 
hoiise,] and the turnin;!; towards the Grecian, yoa 
cannot meet one who is not an Esquire, until yat ' 
take water. Every house in Norfolk and Anindij I 
streets is aUo governed by an Esquire, or bis heAf; . 
Soho- square. Bloom »bury~ square, and all oton 
places where the floors rise about nine feet, are H 
many universities, where you enter yourselves, and 
become of our order. However, if this were Ae 
worst of the evil, it were to be supported, becAUse 
they are generally men of some hgiire, and aae; 
though I know no pretence they have to an hononr 
which had its rise from chivalry. But if you travdl 
into the counties of Great Britain, we are still more 
imposed upon by innovation. We are indeed de- 
lived from the field : but shall that give title to all 
that ride mad after foxes, that halloo when they see 
a hare, or venture their necks full speed after u 
hawk, immediately to commence Esquires ? No : our 
order is temperate, cleanly, sober, and chaste; bpt 
these rural Esquires commit immodesties upon hay- 
cocks, wear shirts half a week, and are drunk twice 
a. day. These men are also, to the last degree, exces- 
sive in their food : an Esquire of Norfolk eats (wO 
pounds of dumpling every meal, as if obliged to do it 
by our order: an Esquire of Hampshire is as rave- 
nous in devouring hog's flesh ; one of Essex has t 
little mercy on calves. But I must take the liberty 
to protest against them, and acquaint those persons, 
that it is not the quantity they eat, but the manner of 
eating, that shows an Esquire. Rut. above al 

• In OrigLnal Tatler , 1000. 
t la Oriitinat Talltr, 5000. 
t HorrU'i Coflije-house wu in the SRsnd. 
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most offended at small quillmen, and transcribing 
clerksy who are all come into our order, for no reason 
that I know of, but that they can easily flourish at 
the end of their name. I will undertake that, if you 
read the superscriptions to all the officers in the king- 
doin, you will not find three letters directed to any 
but £squires. I have myself a couple of clerks, and 
the rogues make nothing of leavmg messages upon 
each other's desk : one directs, '* To Gregory Goose- 
quiU, Esquire ;" to which the other replies by a 
note, '' To Nehemiah Dashwell, Esquire, with res- 
pect ;'^ in a word, it is now Popuhu Armigerorum^ a 
nle of Esquires. And I do not know but, by 
ate act of naturalization, foreigners will assume 
that title, as part of the immunity of being English- 
men. All these improprieties flow from the negli- 
gence of the Herald^s-office. Those gentlemen in 
party-coloured habits do not so rightly, as they ought, 
understand themselves; though they are dressed 
cap^'pee in hieroglyphics, they are inwardly but 
ignorant men. I asked an acquaintance of mine, 
who is a man of wit, but of no fortune, and is forced 
to appear as a jack pudding on the stage to a moun- 
tebank : ** Pr'ythee, Jack, why is your coat of so 
many colours ?" He replied, ** I act a fool: and 
this spotted dress is to signify, that eveiy man living 
has a weak place about him ; for I am Knight of the 
Shire, and represent you all." I wish the heralds 
would know as well as this man does, in his way, 
that they are to act for us in the case of our arms and 
appellations : we should not then be jumbled together 
in so promiscuous and absurd a manner. I design to 
take this matter into further consideration ; and no 
man shall be received as an Esquire, who cannot 
bring a certificate, that he has conquered some 
lady's obdurate heart ; that he can lead up a country- 
dance; or carry a message between hei; and her 
lover, with address, secrecy, and ^\\^e;\i^<b. K 
Squire is properly bom for the service oiXVi^ ^^il^^jcl^ 
bis credentiats shall he signed by t\MC%fe Ao^jaXa ^JbA- 




' -me prwl*, before his title Hiteill be recMvM in Wf 
vSoe. 



WiU't Coffee-ilovse. Mat, 23. 

On Saturday last was presented the Busy Body, 
ledy, written (aa I have heretotbro reniailced) 
by a wDDian. The plot and incidents ut' the play art 
laid with that subtlety of spirit which is peculiar tu 
iemales of wit, and is very seldom well perfomiedliy 
those of tlie other sex, in whom craft in tove is u 
Bct of inTention, and not. as with women, the effect 
of nature and instinct. 

Tu-morrow will be acted a play, called, ihe 1^ 
to the Jubilee. This perforraance is the greatest In- 
■tance that we can have of the irresistible fore* of 
• proper action. The dialogue in itself has Bouething 
too low to bear a criticism upon it: but Mr. Willu 
enters into the part with so much skill, that the 
gallantrv. the youth, and gaiety of a young man of a 

Skntiful fortune, are looked upon with as inu<^ in- 
ulgence on the stage, aa in real life, without any of 
those intermixtures of wit and humour, which uaually 
prepossess us In favour of such charaotera in d|Ii« 
plays. 

St. Jame»'a Coffee-house, May 23. 
Letters from the Hague, of the twenty-third instant, 
?f . H. say, that Mr. VValpole (who is since arrived) 
was going with all expedition to Great Britaiii, 
whither they doubted not but he carried with him 
the preliminaries to a treaty of peace. The French 
minister. Monsieur Torcy, has been observed, in 
this whole negociation, to turn his discourse upon 
" ■-—-■■ I down by Heaven upon Vrance, 

lecessities they were under to the 
d of Providence, in inflicting a gieneral 
provision, rather than the superior genius 
irals, or the bravery of the armies, agamsl 
I would be impious not to acknowledge 
i of Heaven to us ; but at the same 
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time as we are to love our eneiiuei» we are glad to 
gee them mortified enough to mix Christianity with 
their politics. An authentic letter from Madame 
Maintenon to Monsieur Torcy has been stolen by a 
person about him, who has communicated a copy of 
it to some of the dependants of a minister of the 
allies. That epistle b writ in the most pathetic 
manner imaginable, and in a style which shows her 
geniusy that has so long engrossed the heart of this 
great monarch. 

" Sir, 

** I received your's? and am sensible of the address 
und capacity with which you have hitherto transacted 
^e great affair under your management. Y'ou will 
observe, that our wantp here are not to be concealed; 
and that it is vanity to use artifices with the knowing 
men with whom you are to deal. Let. me beg you, 
therefore, in this representation of our circumstiM^c^s, 
to lay aside art^ which ceases to be such when it is 
seen, and make use of all yvnr skill to gain us what 
advantage you can from the enemy's jealousy of 
each other's greatness ; which is the place where 
only you have room for any dexterity. If you have 
any passion for your unhappy country, or any affec- 
tion for your (^stressed master, come home with 
peace. Oh Heaven ! do I live to talk of Lewis 
the Great, as the object of pity ? The king shows a 
greatjuneasiness to be informed of all that passes : 
but, at the same time, is fearful of every one who 
appears kL his presence, lest he should bring an ac- 
count of some new calamity. I know not in what 
terms to represent my thoughts to you, when I speak 
of the king, with relation to his bodily health. Fi- 
gure to yourself that immortal man, who stood in 
om public places, represented with trophies, armour, 
«ttd terrors, on his pedestal : consider, the invincible, 
4km great, the good, the pious, the mighty, which 



I 

I 



148 TATLER. N^aO, 

little {will Uiey say) coulil that lady command her 
pasaions ! Besides, consider, that curbing our de- 
sires le the greatest glory we can arrive at in ttiit 
world, and will be most rewarded in the next." She 
answered like a prudent matron; " Sir, it'youpleaK 
to remember the office of matrimony, the first CMue 
ofila inittitution is that of having posterity. Iliere- 
fore.as to the curbing desires, lam willing to underga 
any abstinence from food as you please to enjoai 
me ; but I cannot, with any quiet of mind, live ia 
the neglect of a neceaaary duty and on express com- 
maiKlineiit, Incfftue and mutlipfy." Observing she 
was learned, and knew so weJj the duties of life, 1 
turned my arguments rather to dehorl. her from this 

Eublic procedure by examples than precepts. Do 
ut consider, Madam, what crowda of beauteous 
women live in nunneries, secluded for ever from the 
conversation of men, with all the alacrity of sgHrit 
imaginable ; they spend their time in heavenly rap- 
tures, in constant and frequent devotions, and at 
proper hours in agreeable conversation." " Sir," 
said she hastily, " tell not me of Papists, or any of 
their idolatries," "Well then. Madam, consider 
how many fine ladies live innocently in the eye of 
the world, and this gay town, in the midst of temp- 
tation : there is the witty Mrs. W is a viigin of 

forty-four, Mrs. T a is thirty-nine, Mrs. L ce 

thirty-three ; yet you see they laugh, and are gay, 
at the park, at the play-hou»e, at the balls, and at 
visits; and so much at ease, that all this seedb 
hardly a aelf-denial." " Mr. Bickerstaff," said she, 
with some emotion, "you are an excellent casuist; 
but the last word destroyed your whole argument; 
if it is not self-denial, it is no virtue, t presented 
you with ft half-guinea, in hopes not only to have 
e eased, but my fortune told. Yet" — 



"Well, Madam," aaid I, " pray of what age u 
•band?" "He is," replied my injured < 
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''fifty; and I have been his wife fifteen years.'* 
'' How happened it you never communicated your 
distress, in all tliis time, to your friends and rela- 
tions?" She answered, '' He has been thus but a 
fortnight." I am the most serious man in the world 
to look at, and yet could not forbear laughing out. 
" Why, Madam, in case of infirmity which proceeds 
only from age, the law gives no remedy. " Sir," 
said she, '' I find you have no more learning than 
Dr. Case ; and I am told of a young man, not five 
and twenty, just come from Oxford, to whom I will 
communicate this whole matter, and doubt not but 
be will appear to have seven times more useful and 
satisfiustory knowledge than you and all your boasted 
fiimily." Thus I have entirely lost my client: but if 
this tedious narrative preserves Pastorella from the 
intended marriage with one twenty years her senior 
—to save a lady, I am contented to have my learn- 
ing decried, and my predictions bound up with poor 
Robin's Almanacks. 

WiiTs Coffee-house, May 25. 

This evening was acted the Recruiting Officer, in 
which Mr. Estcourt's proper sense and observation 
is what supports the play. There is not, in my 
humble opinion, the humour hit in Serjeant Kite, 
but it is aamirably supplied by his action. If I have 
skill to judge, that man is an excellent actor ; but the 
crowd of the audience are fitter for representations at 
May-fair, than a theatre-royal. Yet that fair is now 
broke, as well as the theatre is breaking : but it is 
allowed still to sell animals there. Therefore, if any 
lady or gentleman have occasion for a tame elephant, 
let them inquire of Mr. Penkethman, who has one to 
dispose of at a reasonable rate. The downfall of 
May-fair has quite sunk the price of this noble crea- 
ture, as well as of many other curiosities of nature. 
A tiger will sell almost as cheap as an ox ; and 
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am credibly iufurmed, a man may purchase a cal 
with Uiree legs, fur very near the value of one witii 
four. J hear likewise that there is a great desolalion I 

ig the gentleiDBD and ladies who were the onia- 
menta of the town, and uaed to ahine in plumei and 
[liadema; the heroes being; moBt of tbem preaaed, | 
and the queens beating hemp. Mrs. Satubasd, so 
famuuB for her ingenioua puppet-show, bus set up a 
shop in the Exchange, where she sells her little troop 
under the term of jainled babies. I could not bnt be 
solicitoua to know of her, how she had dispoaedof 
that rake-hell Punch, whose lewd life and cooTem- 
tion had given so much ncandal, and did not a little 
contribute to tlie ruiii of the fair. She told mc with 
a aigh, " That deapairing of ever reclaiming him, she 
would not offer to place hini in a civil family, but got 
him in a post upon a stall in Wapping, where hemay 
be seen from aun-rising tn sun-setting, with a glass 
in one hand, and a pipe in the other, as centry to a 
brandy-shop." The great revolutions of this nature 
bring to my mind the distress of the unfortunate 
Camilla, who haa had the ill luck to break before bei 
voice, and to disappear at a time when her beauty 
was in the height of its bloom. This lady entered 
BO thoroughly into the great characters she acted, 
that when she had finished her part, she could not 
think of retrenching her equipage, but would appear 
in her own lodgings with the same magnificence that 
she did upon the stage. This greatness of soul haa 
reduced that unhappy princess to an involuntary re- 
tirement, where she now passes her time among the 
woods and forests, thinking on the crowns and 
sceptres she has lost, and often humming over io 
her solitude, ' 
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But, for fear of being overheard, and her quality 
known, she usually sings it in Italian. 

Nacqui al regno, nacqui al trofUf 

E per sono 

I veniurata pastorella. 

Since I have touched upon this subject, I shall 
cmnmunicate to my reader part of a letter I have 
received from an ingenious friend at Amsterdam, 
where there is a very noble theatre; though the 
manner of furnishing it with actors is something 
peculiar to that place, and gives us occasion to ad- 
mire both the politeness and frugality of the people. 
" My friends have kept me here a week longer 
♦than ordinary, to see one of their plays, which was 
performed last night with great applause. The actors 
are all of them tradesmen ; who, after their day's 
work is over, earn a guilder a night by personating 
kings and generals. The hero of the tragedy I saw 
was a journeyman tailor, and his first minister of 
state a coffee-man. The empress made me think of 
Parthenope in the Rehearsal ; for her mother keeps 
an alehouse in the suburbs of Amsterdam. When 
the tragedy was over, they entertained us with a 
short farce, in which the cobler did his part to a 
miracle : but, upon inquiry, I found he had really 
been working at his own trade, and representing on 
the stage what he acted every day in his shop. The 
profits of the theatre maintain an hospital ; for as 
here they do not think the profession of an actor the 
only trade a man ought to exercise ; so they will not 
allow any body to grow rich in a profession that, in 
their opinion, so little conduces to the good of the 
commonwealth. If I am not mistaken, your play- 
houses in England have done the same thing ; for, 
unless I am misinformed, the hospital at Duiwich 
was erected and endowed by Mr. Alley n, a player; 

o3 
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and it is also said, afaiuous she-tra^edialnS^eEB 
her estate, after her deatli, for the maiDtenance of 
decayed wits, who are to be taken in as soon as they 
KTow dull, at whatever time of their life that shall 
happen." 

.Si. James's Coffee-house, May 26. 

Letters from the Hague, of the thirty-first inBtant, 
N. S. say, that the articles preliminary to a general 
peace were settled, communicated to the States 
general, and all the foreign ministers residing there, 
and transmitted to their respective masters, on the 
twenty-eighth. Monsieur I'orcy immediately re- 
turned to the court of France, from whence he is 
expected again on the fourth of the next month whh 
those articles ratified by that court. The Hague ^s 
agreed upon for the place of treaty, and the fifteenth 
of the nextmonth the day on which it is to commence. 
The terms whereon this ncgociation is founded are 
not yet delivered by pubUc authority : but what is 
moat generally believed is as follows ; 

Her Majesty's right and title, and the Protestant 
succession to these dominions, is forthwith to be ac- 
knowledged. King Charles is to be owned the law- 
ful sovereign of Spain. The French King shall not 
only recall his troops out of that kingdom, and deli- 
ver up to the Allies the towns of Roses, Fontarabia, 
and Pampelona ; but, in case the Duke of Anjou 
shall not retire out of the Spanish dominions, he ahoU 
be obliged to assist the Allies to force him from 
thence. A cessation of arms is agreed upon for two 
months from the first day of the treaty. The port 
and fortifications of Dunkirk are to be demolished 
within four months ; but the town itself left in the 
hands of the French. The Pretender is to be obliged 
to leave France. All Newfoundland is to be re- 
stored to the Knglish. As to the other parts of 
America, the French are to restore whatever Aey 



N* 20. TATLER. 151 

may have taken from the English, ad the English in 
like manner are to give up what they may have taken 
from the French, before the commencement of the 
treaty. The trade between Great Britain and 
France shall be settled upon the same foundation 
as in the reign of King Charles the Second. 

The Dutch are to have for their barriers, New- 
port, Berg, St. Vinox, Fumes, Ipres, Lisle, Tour- 
nay, Douay, Valenciennes, Cond6, Maubeuge, 
Mons, Charleroy, Numer, and Luxemburg; all 
which places shall be delivered up to the allies be- 
fore the end of June. The trade between Holland 
and France shall be on the same foot as in 1664. 
The cities of Strasburg, Brisac, and Alsatiaj shall 
be restored to the Emperor and empire ; and the 
King of France pursuant to the treaty of Westpha- 
lia in 1648, shall only retain the protection of ten 
Imperial cities, viz. Colmar, Schlestat, Haguenau, 
Munster, Turkeim Keisember, Obrenheim, Kosheim, 
Weisemberg, and Landau. Huninguen, Fort-Louis, 
Fort-Khiel, and New- Brisac, shall be demolished, 
and all the fortifications from Basil to Philipsburg. 
The King vif Prussia shall remain in the peaceable 
possession of Neufchatel. The affair of Orange, as 
also the pretensions of his Prussian Majesty in the 
Prench Cfompt^, shall be determined at this general 
negociation of peace. The Duke of Savoy shall 
have a restitution made of all that has been taken 
from him by the French, and remain master of 
Exilles, Chamont, Fenestrelles, and the valley of 
Pragelas.* 

* In the first edition of the Tatler, in folio, there is the fol- 
lowing addition to this paper : '* It is said that Monsieur 
Torcy, when he signed this instrument, broke into this excla- 
mation: 'Would Colbert have signed such a treaty for 
France f On which a minister present was pleased to say, 
^ Colbert himself would have been proud to have saved France 
in these circumstances on such terms." 
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i exl farrago lihtUi 

Juv.Stit, i. 8i,B«. 
Whiilp'er men (In, nr sa;, or think, or dream, 
Our motley puper icuie* for its theme. P, 

White'* Chocolate-houK, May 20. 
A GENTLEMAN lins writ to me out of the couotry 
B rery civil letter, Hnd said things which I suppreu 
with ^eat violence to my vunity. There ure many 
terms in my narrative wlijch he comjilains want ex* 
plaining ; and has therefore degired tnat. for the he- 
neAt of my country readers, 1 would let him know 
what 1 mean by a Gentleman, a pretty Fellow, ■ 
Toast, tt Coquet, a Critic, a Wit, and all otiter ap- 
pellations ol those now in the gayer world, who are 
in possession of tliese several characters; together 
with an account of those who unfortunately pretend 
to them. 1 shall begin with him we usually call a 
Gentleman, or man of conversation. 

It is generally tbougbl, that warmth of imaDina- 
tioD, quick relish of pleasure, and a manner of be- 
coming it, are the most essential qualities for form- 
ing this sort of man. But any one that is much in 
company will observe, thattlieheight of good breed- 
ing is shown rather in never giving olf'ence, than in 
doing obliging things: thus be that never shocks 
you, though he is seldom entertaining, is more likely 
to keep your favour, than he who often entertains, 
and sometimes displeases you. The most necessary 
talent therefore in a man of conversation, which is 
what we ordinarily intend by a fine Gentleman, is a 
good Judgment. He that has this in perfection is 
master of his companion, without letting him see it; 
and has the same advantage over men of any other 
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qualifications whatsoever^ as one that can see would 
[laye over a blind man often times his strength. 

This is what makes Sophronius the darling of all 
who converse with him, and the most powerful with 
his acquaintance of any man in town. By the light 
of this faculty he acts with great ease and freedom 
unong the men of pleasure, and acquits himself with 
skill and dispatch among the men of business : all 
vrhich he performs with such success, that, with as 
OAuch discretion in life as any man ever had, he 
leither is, nor 'appears, cunning : but as he does a 
;ood office, if ever he does it, with readiness and 
ilacrity; so he denies, what he does not care to en- 
gage in, in a manner that convinces you that you 
ought not to have asked it. His judgment is so 
rood and unerring, and accompanied with so cheer- 
ral a spirit, that his conversation is a continual feast, 
at which he helps some, and is helped by others, in 
such a manner, that the equality of society is per- 
fectly kept up, and every man obliges as much as 
lie is obliged ; for, it is the greatest and justest skill, 
IB a man of superior understanding, to know how to 
be on a level with his companions. This sweet dis- 
position runs through all the' actions of Sophronius, 
and makes his company desired by women, without 
being envied by men. Sophronius would be as just 
as he is, if there were no law ; and would be as dis- 
creet as he is, if there were no such thing as calumny. 

In imitation of this agreeable being, is made that 
animal we call a pretty Fellow ; who, being just 
able to find out, that what makes Sophronius ac- 
ceptable is a natural behaviour, in order to the same 
reputation, makes his own an artificial one. Jack 
Dimple is his perfect mimic ; whereby he is, of course, 
iie most unlike him] of all men living. Sophronius 
just now passed into the inner room directly for- 
wrard ; Jack comes as fast after as he can for the 
ight and left looking-glass, in which he had but just 
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approTed himself by a nod at each, and marched od. 
He will meditate within for half an hour, uDtil he 
thinks he is not carele.ss enough in hia air, and coma 
back to the mirror tu recollect hin forB;etfulneag. 
WiU'i Cofee-kimse. May 27. 
TliJH uightwaa acted the comedy called the Foi'; 
but 1 wonder the modern writers do not use their in- 
terest in the house to BUpprcsii each representations. 
A man that has been at this will hardly like any 
other play during the season; therefore I humbly 
move, that the writings, as well as dresses, of the 
last age should give way to the present fashion. We 
are come into a good method enough (if we were not 
interrupted in our mirth by such an apparition a> a 



elay of Jonson's) to be entertained at more ease, 
olh to the spectator and the writer, than in the days 
of old. It is no difficulty to get hats and swonb. 



and wigs and shoes, and erery thing else, from the 
shops in town ; and make a man show himself hy 
his habit, without more ado, to be a counsellor, a 
fop, a courtier, or a citizen, and not be obliged to 
make t^ose characters talk in different dialects to be 
distinguished from each other. This is certainly the 
surest and best way of writing; but such a play as 
this makes a man for a month after over-run with 
criticism, and intguirc, "What every man on the 
stage said ? what had such a one to do to meddle 
with such a thing 1 how came the other, who was 
bred after this or that manner, to speak so like a 
man conYersant among a diderent people '( These 
questions rob us of all our pleasure; for, at this rale, 
no sentence in a play should be spoken by any oi>e 
character which could possibly enter into the head 
of another man represented in it ; bnt every aenti- 
meat should be peculiar to him oftly who utters it 
Laborious Ben's works will bear this sort of inquiai- 
* Printed in IGOS. 
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tion ; but if the present writers were thus exasiined, 
and the offences against this rule cut out, few plays 
would be long enough for the whole evening's enter- 
tainment. 

But I do not know how they did in those old 
times. This same Ben Jonson has made every one's 
passion in this play be towards money ; and yet not 
one of them expresses that desire, or endeavours to 
obtain it, any way but what is peculiar to him only ; 
one sacrifices his wife, another his profession, 
another his posterity, from the same motive ; but 
their characters are kept so skilfully apart, that it 
seems prodigious their discourses should rise from 
the invention of the same author. 

But the poets are a nest of hornets, and I will 
drive these thoughts no farther ; but must mention 
some hard treatment I am , like to meet with from 
my brother- writers. I am credibly informed, that 
the author of a play, called '' Love in a Hollow 
Tree," has made some remarks upon my late dis- 
course on '* The Naked Truth." I cannot blame a 
gentleman for wiiting against any error ; it is fof the 
good of the learned world ; but I would have the 
thing fairly left between us two, and not under the 
protection of patrons : but my intelligence is, that 
he hath dedicated his treatise to the Honourable 
Mr. Ed — d H rd. 

From my own Apartment y May 27. 
To Isaac Bickerstaff, esquire. 

" Sir, York, May 16, 1709. 

'^ Being convinced, as the whole world is, how 
infallible your predictions are, and having the 
honour to be your near relation of the Btaffian 
family, I was under great concern at one of your 
predictions relating to yourself, wherein you foretold 
your own death would happen on ^e ve% 
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instant, unless it were prevented by the asaistance 
of well-disposed people. I have therefore prevailed 
on ray own modesty to send you a piece of news, 
which may serve, instead of Goddard'a" drops to 
keep you alive for two days, until nature be able to 
recover itself, or until you meet with some better 
help from other hands. Therefore without further 
ceremony, I will relate a singular adventure just 
happened in the place where I am writing, whereof 
it may be highly useful for the public to be in- 
formed. 

" Three young ladies of our town were on Satur- 
day last indicted for witchcraft. The witnesses 
against the first deposed, upon oath, before Justice 
Bindover, that she kept spirits locked up in vessels, 
which sometimes appeared in flames of blue fire ; 
that she used miigical herbs, with some of which 
she drew in hundreds of men daily to her, who 
went out from her presence all inflamed, their 
mouths parched, and a hot steam issuing from them, 
attended with a grievous stench ; that many of die 
said men were, by the force of that herb, metamor- 
phosed into swine, and lay wallowing in the kennels 
for twenty-four hours before they could re-assume 
their shape or their senses. 

" It was proved against the second, that she cut 
off by night the limbs from dead bodies that were 
hanged, and was seen to dig holes in the ground, 
to mutter some conjuring words, and bury pieces of 
the flesh after the usual manner of witches. 

" The third was accused fur a notorious piece of 
sorcery, long practised by hags, of moulding up 
pieces of dough into the shapes of men, women, 
and children ; then heating them at a gentle fire, 
which had a sympathetic power to torment the 
bowels of those in the neighbourhood. 

* Dr. JonaUiaD Guddard wag the physician and confidant 
of Cromwell, a raembfiT of the 'Bojal Sooicty, and medical 
/uu/esflor of Greaham College. 
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" This waa the sum of what was objected against 
I Aa three ladies; wlio, indeed, Imd notliJD|{ to nay 
liltheir own defence, but downright deny the facts, 
■'Iffaich is like to avail very little when they come 
' ^n their trials. 

" But the parson of our parish, a strange refrac- 
tOfjr man, will believe nothing of all this ; so that 
IIm whole town cries out, ' Shame ! that one of his 
Bott should be such an atheist :' and design to com- 
pbinof himto the Bishop : he goes about very oddly 
to solve the matter. He supposes that the first of 
6te»e ladies, keeping a brandy and tobacco shop, the 
fellows went out smoking, and got drunk towards 
niening, and made theiuselTes beasts. He says, the 
second is a butcher's daughter, and sometimes brings 
» quarter of mutton from the slaughter-house over- 
night against a market-day, and once buried a bit 
of beef in the ground, as a known receipt to cure 
varts on her hands. The parson affirms, that the 
third sells gingerbread ; wliicii, to please the chil- 
dren, she is forced to stamp with images before it is 
baked; and if it burns their guts, it is because they 
eat too much, or do not drink after it. 

" These are the answers he gives to solve those 
wonderful phenomena : upon which I shall not ani- 
madvert, but leave it among philosophers : and so, 
wishing you all success in your undertakings for the 
amendment of the world, I remain, dear cousin, 

" Your most affectionate kinsman, *S 

" and humble servant, *! 

" Ephbaim Bedstapf." 

"P, S. Those who were condemned to death 
among the Athenians were obliged to take a dose 
of poison, which made them die upwards ; seizing 
first upon their feet, making them cold and ' 
ble, and so ascending gradually, until it rei 
vital parts. I believe your de!il\t, wtact 
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told would happen on the seventeenth instuit, will 
fall out the same way, und that your distemper httlt 
already seized on you, and makes progrens djuly. 
The lower part uf you, that is, the Advertisement!, 
is dead ; and these have risen for these ten days lut 
past, so that they now take up almost a whole pari' 
^aph. Pray, Sir, do yon endeavour to drive tUe 
distemper an- much as posHible to the extreme |)ftiU, 
and keep it there, as wise folks do the ^ut : for, if 
it once gets out into your stomach, it will boob ij 
up into your head, and you are a dead mau." 

St. Jamet't t'ljffec-kowu; Way 27. 

We hear from Legliurn, that Sir Edward Whits- 
kcr, with live melt uf war, four transports, ttnd two | 
fire-ships, wore arrivE'd at that port : and AdminJ i 
- Byng was suddenly expected. Their aquadroiu 
beingjoined, tliey designed t<i sail directly for Fiul, 
to transport the reiuforcementH lodged in those pwtti ] 
to Barcelona. 

They write from Milan, that Count Thaun arrived 
there on the sixteenth instant, N. S. and proceeded 
nn hiujournuy to Turin on the twenty-tirst, in order 
to concert suclr measures with his Koyal Highnesa, 
as dhall appear necessary for the operations of the 
ensuing campaign. 

Advices from Dauphine say, that the troops of 
the Duke of Savoy begin already to appear in those 
valleys, whereof he made himself master the lasl 
year; and that the Duke of Berwick applied him- 
self with all imaginable diligence to secure the 
passes of the mountains, by ordering iutrenchmenti 
to be made towards Brianyon, Tourneau, and the 
valley uf Queiras. That General has also b«ea al 
Marseilles and Toulon, to hasten the transportation 
of the corn and provisions designed for his army. 

Letters from Vienna, bearing date May the 
'bird, N. S. im^rt, llvat tlie Cardinal uf 



N* 21« TATLER, 169 

Saxe Zeits and the Prince of Lichtenstein were 
preparing to set out for Presburg, to assist at the 
diet of the States of Hungary, which is to be assem- 
bled at that place on the twenty-fifth of this month. 
General Heister will shortly appear at the head of 
his army at Trentschein, which place is appointed 
for the general rendezvous of the Imperial forces in 
Hungary; from whence he will advance to lay seige 
to Newhausel. In the mean time reinforcements, 
with a great train of artillery, are marching the 
same way. The King of Denmark arrived on the 
tenth instant at Inspruck, and on the twenty-fifth 
at Dresden, under a triple discharge of the artillery 
of that place ; but his Majesty refused the ceremo- 
nies of a public entry. 

Our letters from the Upper Rhine say, that the 
Imperial army began to form itself at Etlingen ; 
where the respective deputies of the Elector Pala- 
tine, the Prince of Baden Durlach, the Bishopric of 
Spires, &c. were assembled, and had taken the 
necessary measures for the provision of forage, the 
security of the country against the incursions of the 
enemy, and laying a bridge over the Khine. Several 
vessels laden with corn are daily passing before 
Frankfort from the Lower Rhine. 

Letters from Poland inform us, that a detachment 
of Muscovite cavalry, under the command of General 
Instand, had joined the confederate aimy ; and the 
infantry commanded by General Goltz, was expected 
to come up within a few days. These succours will 
amount to twenty thousand men. 

Our last advices from the Hague, dated June the 
fourth, N. S. say, that they expected a courier from 
the French Court, with a ratification of the prelimi- 
naries, that night or the day following. His Grace 
the Duke of Marlborough will set out for Brussels 
on Wednesday or Thursday next, if the dispatches 
which are expected from Paris do not alter his 
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resolutions. Letters from Majorca 
bonoumble capitulatiou of the ensile of Alicant, and 
aho the death of the Governor, Major-geneTal 
Richards, Colonel Bibourg, and Major Vig;DolleB, 
who were all buried ia the ruins of that place by the 
springing of the great mine, which did, it seenia, 
more execution than was reported. MonsieuT 
Torcy passed through Mods in his return, and had 
there a long eonference with the Elector of Bavaria; 
after which, that prince spoke publicly of the treat- 
ment he had received from France with the utmost 
indignation. 



*,* Any person that shall come publicly abroad 
in a fantastical habit, contrary to the present mode 
and fashion, except Don Diego Dismallo,* or any 
other out of poverty, shall have his name and dress 
inserted in our next. 

N. B. Mr. Howd'yecall is desired to leave off 
those buttons. 



N°22. TUESDAY, MAY 31, 1709. 

Quicgaid o^nt kominea 

Hoslri at farrago libeUi, 

JDV. Sat. 1. 85, 86, 
Whata'er man do, or say, or think, or dreun, 
Oar mntlcy paper aeizes for its theme. P, 

White's ChocoUtE-home, May 28. 
I CAME hither this evening to see fashions; and 
who should I first encounter but my old friend Cyn- 
thio (encompassed by a crowd of young fellows) 
• Thifl is well known lo have bceo a nick-name given, ia 
the rage of party, to a very respectable nobleman, Uie Eaii oT 
Nottingham. 
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dictatiiig on die pasfiion of love with the gayest air 
imaginable ! '* Well,^ says he^ '' as to what I 
know of the nutter, there is nothing but ogling with 
skill canies a woman ; but indeed it is not every 
fool diat is cafnble ^ this art ; you will find twenty 
can speak eloquently, fifty that can fight manfully^ 
and athouBaad that can dress genteelly, at a mistress, 
where there is one tiiat can gaze skilfully. This 
requires an exquisite judgment, to take the language 
of her eyes to yours^ exactly, and not let yours, talk 
too fast for hm ; as at a play between the acts, 
liien beau Frisk stands upon a bench full in Linda- 
fliira's face, and her dear eyes are searching round 
to EToid that flaring open fool ; she meets the watch- 
U glance of her true loTer, and sees his heart 
attentiYe on her i^iaims, and waiting for a second 
tiribkle of her eye for its next motion.^ Here the 
good company 'sneered ; but he goes on : '' Nor is 
tioB attendance a ^Tery, when a man meets with 
eacooragement, and h«r eye comes often in his 
way ; for, after an erening so spent, and the repeti- 
tion of four or fire significant looks at him, die 
happy man goes home to his lodging full of ten 
thousand pleasing images : his brain is dilated, and 
gives him all the ideas and prospecrts wiiich it erer 
lets into its seat of pleajsure. Thns, a kind look 
from Lindamiia reriTc^ ia bi* imaginaticHi all the 
beauteous lawns, greoi fields, woods, forests, riTers, 
aid scdimdes, which he li»d ercr before seen in 
|Mctnre, descrqition, or real tile; and all with 
this addition, that he now sees them widi die eyes 
of a hapfnr lover, as before only with those of a 
coanKm man. You lau^ gendcslnen; bat consider 
TonrseiTefe' (ye common pet^de, that were never ' 
^^,) aJuA coni|iaftr yovrseh-ea in good InoB 
with ximn^e^ out of hnmonr, and ^e w31 ^ 
jtcknoirkici^, that all exlienial ohye*^*' 
aecurdfld^ ^ li^ dk|»«ib«sTe 

1* 3 
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their impressions, and not as those objects are is 
their own nature. How much more shall all tliit 
passes within his vi^w and obserration touch wtlii 
delight a man who is prepossessed with successfid 
lore, which is an assemblage of soft alfcclioD, gijr 
desires, and hopeful resolutions !" 
Poor Cynthio went on at this rate to the crowd 
about liim, without any purpose in his talk, but to 
vent an heart overflowing with sense of success. 1 
wondered what could exalt him from the distren in 
which he had long appeared, to so much alacritj; 
but my familiar has g:iFGn me the state of his aflain. 
It seems, then, that lately coming out of tfae play- 
house, his mistress, who knows he is in her livefj, 
as the manner of insolent beauties is, is resolved M 
keep him still so, and gave him so much wages » 
to complain to him of the crowd she was to paa 
through. He had his wits and resolution enosch 
about him to take her hand, and say he wouH 
attend her to the coach. All the way thithet my 
good young man stammered at every word, snt 
stumbled at every step. His mistress, wonderfully 
pleased with her triumph, put to him a thousand 
<{ue»tions, to make a man of his natural wit speak 
with hesitation; and let drop her fan, to see him 
recover it aukwardly. This is the whole foundatioit 
of Cynthio's recovery to tlie sprightly air he appears 
witli at present. 

I grew mighty curious to know something more 
of that lady's affairs, as being amazed how she could 
dally with an offer of one of his merit and fortune. 
I sent Pacolet to her lodgings, who immediately 
brought me back the following letter to her friend 
and confident Amanda, in the country, wherein she 
has opened her heart and all its folds. 
Amanda, 

1 grows so empty, that you must ex- 
ir flo too, es.ce.\il ^«u Wv\\ aV^nvj me to 
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talk of myself instead of others. You cannot ima- 
gine what pain it is, after a whole day spent i^ 
public, to want your company, and the ease which 
nriendship allows in being* vain to each other, and 
speaking jblU our minds. An account of ihe slaugh- 
ter which these unhappy eyes have made within 
ten days last past, would make me appear too 
great a tyrant to be allowed in a Christian country. 
I shall therefore confine myself to my principal con- 
quests; which are the hearts of beau Frisk and 
Jack Freeland, besides Cynthio, who, you know, 
wore my fetters before you went out of town. Shall 
I tell you my weakness ? I began to love Frisk ; it 
is the best-humoured impertinent thing in the world : 
he is always too in waiting, and will certainly carry 
me off one time or other. Freeland's father and 
mine have been on treaty without consulting me ; 
and Cynthio has been eternally watching my eyes, 
without approaching me, my friends, my maid, or 
any jone about me : he hopes to get me, I believe, 
as they say the rattle-snake does the squirrel, by 
staring at me until I drop into his mouth. Freeland * 
demands me for a jointure, which bethinks deserves 
me; Cynthio thinks nothing high enough to be my 
value : Freeland therefore will take it for no obli- 
gatipn to have me; and Cynthio's idea of me is 
what will vanish by knowing me better : familiarity 
will equally turn the veneration of the one, and the 
indifference of the other, into contempt. I will 
stick therefore to my old maxim, to have that sort 
of man, who can have no greater views than what 
are in my power to give him possession of. The 
utmost of my dear Frisk's ambition is, to be thought 
a man of fashion ; and therefore has been so much 
in mode, as to resolve upon me, because the whole 
town likes me. Thus Ichoose rather a man who 
loves me because others do, than one who approves 
me on his own judgment. He that judges for him- 
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wtf in love will often change his opinion; batht 
that follows the sense O'f others must be constant, u 
lon^ as a woman can make advances. The visits I 
make, the entertain men ta [ give, and the addressM 
1 receive, will be all arciimcnta for me with a hmd 
of Frisk's second-hand genius ; but would be w 
many bare to my happiness with any other man. 
However, since FrisK can wait, 1 shall enjoy ■ 
summer or two longer, and remain a single woqibiIf 
in the sublime pleasure of being followed and ad- 
mired; which nothing can equal except that of 
being beloved by you. I am, &c." 

WiWi Coffee-hmue, May 30. 
My chief business here this evening was to spe^ 
to ray friends on behalf of honest Cave UndeHlill, 
who has been a comic for three generations: U] 
fatlier admired him extremely when he was a boT. 
There is certainly nature excellently represented in 
his manner of action ; in which he ever avoided Uie 
general fault in players, of doing too much. It 
■ must be confessed, he has not the merit of soBK 
ingenious persons now on the stage, of adding 10 
his authors: for the actors were so dull in tiie lait 
age, that many of them have gone out of the world, 
without having ever spoke one word of their own in 
the theatre. Poor Cave is so mortified, that he 
quibbles and tells you, Le pretends only to act H 
part fit for a man who has oue foot in the grave, 
viz. a grave-digger. All admirers of true comedy, 
it is hoped, wilt have the gratitude to be present on 
the last day of his acting, who, if he does not hap- 
pen to please them, will have it even then to say, 
that it is his first offence. 

But there is a gentleman here, who says he hu 

it from good hands, that there is actually a sub- 

«cr'- iiade by many persons of wit and quality 

uragemeal of new comedies. This de- 
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ugn will veiy much contribute to the improvement 
and diversion of the town; but as every man is 
most concerned for himself, I, who am of a satur- 
nine and melancholy complexion, cannot but mur- 
mur, that there is not an equal invitation to write 
tragedies ; having by me, in my book of conunon 
places, enough to enable me to finish a very sad 
one by the fifth of the next month. I have the fare- 
well of a general, with a truncheon in his hand, 
dying for love, in six lines. I have the principles 
of a politician (who does all the mischief in the play), 
together with his declaration on the vanity of ambi- 
tion in his last moments, expressed in a page and 
an half. I have all my oaths ready, and my simi- 
lies want nothing but application. I will not pre- 
tend to give you an account of the plot, it being the 
same design upon which all tragedies have been 
writ for several years last past; and from the be- 
ginning of the first scene, the frequenters of the 
house may know as well as the author when the 
battle is to be fought, the lady to yield, and the hero 
proceed to his wedding ana coronation. Besides 
these advantages which I have in readiness, I have 
an eminent tragedian very much my friend, who 
shall come in and go through the whole five acts 
without troubling me for one sentence, whether he is 
to kill, or be killed, love, or be loved, win battles or 
lose them, or whatever other tragical performance 
I shall please to assign him. 

From my own Apartment ^ May 30. 

I have thb day received a letter, subscribed Fi- 
delia, that gives me an account of an inchantment 
under which a young lady suffers, and desu 
help to exorcise her from the power of the s< 
Her lover is a rake of sixty; the lady a t 
woman of twenty-five : her relati 
degree afflicted, and amazed at 
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si<Hi. Thoir sorrow I know not bow to removen 
can tbetr astouishment ; for, there is no snirit io 
man half so prevalent as that of contraoiclioD, 
which is the sole cause of her perseverance. Let 
the whole family go dressed in a body, and coll the 
bride to-morrow morning to bcr nuptials, and I will 
undertake the inconstant will furget the lover ia the 
midst of all his aches: but if this expedient doe* 
not succeed, I must be ko just to the young ladj^t 
distinguishing sense, as to applaud her choice. A 
tine young woman, at lasl, is but what is due froB 
fate to.an honest fellow, who has suffered so unnei- 
cifully by the ses ; and I tliink we eannnt enough 
celebrate her heroic virtue, who (like the patiiol 
that ended a pestilence by plunging liintself into i 
gulph), gives herself up to gorge that dragon wbidi 
has devoured so many virgins before her. 

'," A letter directed " To Isaac Bickerstafi^ 
Eaquire, Astrologer and Physician in ordinary to 
her Majesty's subjects of Great Britain, with n- 
spect," is come to hand. 
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Juici/uid agust hvminet 

ttaairi eil farrago UbellL 

Jnv.Sal. i.8S, I 
Whale'er men do, orsi;, or think, or dreun, ' 
Oar lUDttey paper seizes for ita Uieiue, '' 

H7h(c'« Chocolate-house, May 31. 
The generality of mankind are so very fond of this 
w" ' ■ A of staying in it, that a man cannot have 
eji II in any one art, but they will, in spite 
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of his teeth, make him a physician also, that being 
the science the worldlings have most need of. I 
pretended, when I first set up, to astrology only ; 
but, I am told, I have deep skill also in medicine. 
I am applied to now by a gentleman for my advice 
in behalf of his wife, who, upon the last matrimonial 
difficulty, is excessively troubled with fits, and can 
bear no manner of passion without falling into im- 
mediate convulsions. I must confess it is a case I 
have known before, and remember the party was 
recovered by certain words pronounced in the midst 
of the fit, by the learned doctor who performed the 
cure. These ails have usually their beginning from 
the affections of the mind : therefore you must have 
patience to let me give you an instance, whereby 
you may discern the cause of the distemper, and 
Uien proceed in the cure as follows : 

A fine town-lady was married to a gentleman of 
antient descent in one of the counties of Great Bri- 
tain, who had good-humour to a weakness, and was 
that sort of person of whom it is usually said, he is 
no man's enemy but his own : one who had too 
much tenderness of soul to have any authority with 
his wife ; and she too little sense to give him any 
authority, for that reason : his kind wife observed 
this temper in him, and made proper use of it ; but, 
knowing it was below a gentlewoman to wrangle, 
she resolved upon an expedient to save decorum, 
and wear her dear to the point at the same time. 
She therefore took upon her to govern him, by fal- 
ling into fits whenever she was repulsed in a request, 
or contradicted in a discourse. It was a fish-day, 
when, in the midst of her husband's good-humour at 
table, she bethought herself to try her project; she 
made signs that she had swallowed a bone. The 
man grew pale as ashes, and ran to her assistance, 
calling for drink. ** No, my dear," said she, re- 
covering, " it is down; do not be frightened*" Th\& 




accident betrayed liis Boftness enough. The neil 
day she compfainpd, a lady's chariot, whose hiu- 
band had not half his estatfi, had a crane-neck, anil 
hung with twice the air that hers did. He answered, 
" Madam, yon know my income; you know I h^e 
lost two coach-horses this spring." — Down she fell— 
"Hartshorn! Betty, Susan, Alice, throw water In 
her face." With much care and pains she vmt at 
last brought to herself, and the vehicle in whieh 
she visited was amended in the nicest nianner, to 
prevent relapses; but they frequently happened 
during that husband's whole life, which he h^ tin | 
good fortune to end in a few years after. The dis- 
consolate soon pitched upon a very agreeable auc- 
cessor, whom she very prudently designed to go- 
vern by the same method. This man knew her 
Utile arts, and resolved to break through all tender- 
ness, and be absolute master as soon as occasion 
offered. One day it happened, that a djscoune 
arose about furniture ; he was very glad of the oceii- 
sion, and fell into an invective against china, pro- 
testing he would never let five pounds muro of Wb 
money be laid out that way as long as he breathed. 
She immediately fainted — he starts up as amated, 
and calls for help — the maids run to the closet. He 
chafes her face, bends her forward, and beats the 
palms of her hands : her convulsions increase, ud 
down she tumbles on the Door, where she lies quite 
dead, in spite of what the whole family, from Ae 
nursery to the kitchen, could do for her relief. 

While every servant was thua helping or lament- 
ing their mistress, he, hxing his cheek to hen, 
seemed to be following in a trance of sorrow ; hul 
secretly whispers her, " My dear, this will never 
do ; what is within my power and fortune, yon may 
always command ; but none of your artifices: you 
are quite in other hands than those you passed these 
pretty passions upon." This made her almost in 
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he condition she pretended: her convulsions now 
same thicker, nor was she to be held down. The 
dnd man doubles his care, helps the servants to 
iirow water in her face by full quarts ; and when 
the sinking part of the fit came again, ** Well, my 
lear," said he, '' I applaud your action, but I must 
take my leave of you until you are more sincere 
irith me : farewell for ever ; you shall always know 
irhere to hear of me, and want for nothing." With 
tihat he ordered the maids to keep plying her with 
hartshorn, while he went for a physician : he was 
scarce at the stair-head when she followed, and, 
polling him into a closet, thanked him for her cure : 
niiich was so absolute, that she gave me this relation 
herself, to be communicated for the benefit of all the 
voluntary invalids of her sex. 

Si, James's Coffee-house, June 1. 

Advices from Brussels of the sixth instant, N. S. 
say, his Highness Prince Eugene had received a 
letter from Monsieur Torcy, wherein that minister, 
a^r many expressions of great respect, acquaints 
him, that his master had absolutely refused to sign 
the preliminaries to the treaty which he had, in his 
Majesty's behalf, consented to at the Hague. Upon 
the receipt of this intelligence, the face, of things at 
that place was immediately altered, and the neces- 
sary orders were transmitted to the troops (which 
lay most remote from thence) to move towards the 
place of rendezvous with all expedition. The enemy 
seem also to prepare for the field, and have at pre- 
sent drawn together twenty-five thousand men in 
the plains of Lenz. Marshal Villars is at the head 
of those troops ; and has given the generals under 
his command all possible assurances, that he will 
turn the fate of the war to the advantage of his 
master. 

They write from the Hague, of the seventh, that 
VOL. I. Q 
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London^ May 31* 

" Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire of Great Britain^ 
to Lewis XIV. of France. 

" llie surprising news which arrived this day, of 
your Majesty's haying refused to sign the treaty your 
Ministers have in a manner sued for, is what gives 
ground to this application to your Majesty, from 
one, whose name, perhaps, is too obscure to have 
ever reached your territories ; but one who, with all 
the European world, is affected with your determi- 
nations : therefore, as it is mine and the common 
cause of mankind, I presume to expostulate with 
you on this occasion. It will, I doubt not, appear 
to the vulgar extravagant, that the actions of a 
aighty Prince should be balanced by the censure of 
t private man, whose approbation or dislike are 
equally contemptible in their eyes, when they regard 
me thrones of sovereigns. But your Majesty has 
diewo, through the whole course of your reign, too 
great a value for liberal arts, to be insensible that 
tnie fame lies only in the hands of learned men, by 
whom it is to be transmitted to futurity, with marks 
of honour or reproach to the end of time. The date 
of human life is too short to recompense Ihe cares 
which attend the most private condition : therefore 
it by that our souls are made, as it were, too big for 
it; and extend themselves in the prospect of a longer 
existence, in good fame, and memory of worthy ac- 
tionsy after our decease. The whole race of men 
hare this passion in some degree implanted in their 
bosoms ; which is the strongest and noblest incita- 
iMiito honest attempts : but the base use of the arts 
of peace, eloquence, poetry, and all the parts of 
learning, have been possessed by souls so unworthy 
)f Aose faculties, that the names and appellations 
)f tilings have been confounded by the labours and 
rritiiigs of prostituted men, who have ^tamv^^^'^^^ 
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putation upon such actioua as are in themaelTeB Ae 
objects of contempt and disgrace. This is that whicli 
has misled your Majesty to the couduct of your rei^, 
. and made that life, which might have been the most 
imilable, tlie most to be avoided. To this it is, tiiat 
the great aad excellent qualities, of which your Ma- 
jesty is master, are lost in their application ; and 
yonr Majesty has been carrying on lor many years 
the most cruel tyranny, with all the noble methods 
which are used to support a just reign. Thus it is, 
that it avails nothing that you are a bountiful mas- 
ter; that you are so generous as to reward even 
the unsuccessful with honour and riches ; that no 
laudable action passes unrewarded in your kingdom; 
that you have searched all nations for obscure merit: 
in a word, that you are in your private character 
endowed with every princely quality ; when all that 
is subjected to unjust and ill-taught ambition, which 
to the injury of the world, is gilded by those endow- 
ments. However, if your Majesty will condescend 
to look into your own soul, and consider all its ^ 
culties and weaknesses witli impartiality; if you will 
hut be convinced, that life is supported in you by 
the ordinary methods of food, rest, and sleep ; you 
will then tliink it impossible tliat you could ever be 
so much imposed on, as to have been wrought into 
a belief, that so many thousands of the same make 
with yourself were formed by Providence for no 
other end, hut by the hazard of their veir being to 
extend the conquests and glory of au individuat of 
their own species. A very little reflection will con- 
vince your Majesty, that such cannot be the intent 
of the Creator; and, if not, what horror must it give 
your Majesty to think of the vast devastations your 
ambition has made among your fellow- creatures ! 
While the warmth of youth, the flattery of crowds, 
and a continual series of succeias and triumph, in- 
dulged your Majesty in this illusion of mind, it was 
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less to be wondered at, that you proceeded in this 
mistaken pursuit of grandeur : but when age, disap- 
pointments, public calamities, personal distempers, 
and the reverse of all that makes men forget their 
true being, are fallen upon you : heavens ! is it pos- 
sible you can live without remorse ? Can the wretched 
man be a tyrant? can grief study torments? can sor- 
row be cruel? 

" Your Majesty will observe, I do not bring 
against you a railing accusation ; but, as you are a 
strict professor of religion, I beseech your Majesty 
to stop the effusion of blood, by receiving the op- 
portunity which presents itself for the preservation 
of your distressed people. Be no longer so infa- 
tuated, as to hope for renown from murder and vio- 
lence ; but consider that the great day will come, in 
which the world and all its glory shall change in a 
moment; when nature shall sicken, and the earth 
and sea give up their bodies conmiitted to them, to 
appear before the last tribunal.' Will it then, O 
King ! be an answer for the lives of millions, who 
have fallen by the sword, * They perished for my 
glory V That day will come on ; and one like it is 
immediately approaching : injured nations advance 
towards the habitation; vengeance has begun its 
marchy which is to be diverted only by the penitence 
of the oppressor. Awake, O Monarch, from thy 
lethargy! disdain the abuses thou hast received; 
pull down the statue which calls thee immortal ; be 
truly great : tear thy purple, and put on sackcloth. 

" lam, 

thy generous enemy, 

Isaac Bickerstaff.** 
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admitted in one place, because he is so in another ; 
and every man treats Bninett well^ not out of his 
particular esteem for him, but in respect to the opi- 
nion of others. It is to me a solid pleasure to see 
the world thus mistaken on the good-natured side ; 
for, it is ten to one but the Colonel mounts into a 
General officer, marries a fine lady, and is master of 
a good estate, before they come to explain upon him. 
What gives most delight to me in this observation 
is, that all this arises from pure nature, and the 
Colonel can account for his success no more than 
those by whom he succeeds. For these causes and 
considerations, I pronounce him a true woman's man, 
and in the first degree, " A Very Pretty Fellow." 

The next to a man of this universal genius is one, 
who is peculiarly formed for the service of the ladies, 
and his merit is chiefly to be of no consequence. I 
am, indeed, a little in doubt, whether he ought not 
rather to be called a very Happy, than a very Pretty 
Fellow ? for he is admitted at all hours ; all he says 
or does, which would ofiend in another, are passed 
over in him ; and all actions and speeches which 
please, doubly please if they come from him : no 
one wonders or takes notice when he is wrong ; but 
all admire him when he is in the right. By the way, 
it is fit to remark, that there are people of better 
sense than these, who endeavour at this character ; 
but they are out of nature ; and though, with some 
mduatrjg they get the character of fools, they can- 
not arrive to be very, seldom to be merely " Pretty 
Fellows." But, where nature has formed a person 
for this station amongst men, he is gifted with a pe- 
culiar genius for success, and his very errors and 
absurdities contribute to it ; this felicity attending 
him to his life's end ; for, it being in a manner ne- 
cessanr that he should be of no consequence, he is 
M well in old age as youth ; and I know a man, 
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nhose son has been some years a " Pretty FdHov," 
who is himself at this hour a very Pretty Fellow. 

One must move tenderly in this place ; for we are 
now in the ladies' lodgings, and speaking of such as 
are supported by their influence and favour; agaioit 
which there is not, neither ought there to be, any 
dispute or observation : but when we come into more 
free air, one may talk a little more at large. 

Give me leave then to mention three, whom I do 
not doubt but we shall see make considerable figures; 
and these are such as for their Bacchanalias per- 
formances must be admitted into this order. They 
are three brothers lately landed from Holland: as 
yet, indeed, they have not made their public eatry, 
but lodge and converse at Wappiog. They have 
merited already on the water-side particular titles ; 
the first is called Hogshead ; the second, Culveriii; 
and the third, Musquet. This fraternity is prepar- 
ing for our end of the town by their ability in the 
exercises of Bacchus, and measure their time and 
merit by liquid weight, and power of drinking. 
Hothead is a prettier fellow than Culverin, by two 
quarts; and Culverin than Musquet, by a full pint 
It is to be. feared Hogshead is bo often too full, and 
Culverin overloaded, that Musquet will be the only 
lasting Very Pretty Fellow of the three. 

A third sort of this denomination is such as, by 
very daring adventures in love, have purchased to 
themselves renown and new names ; as Joe Carry, 
for 1ms excessive strength and rigour ; Torn Dry- 
bonea, for his generous loss of youth and health; 
and Cancrum, for his meritorious rottenness. 

These great and leading spirits are proposed to all 
such of our British youth as would arrive at perfec- 
tion in these different kinds ; and if their parts and 
accomplishments were well imitated, it is not doubted 
but that our nation would soon excel all others in 
wit and arts, as they already do ii 
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N. B. The gendeman who stole Betty Pepin* may 
own it, for he is allowed to be "a very Pretty 
Fellow." 

But we must proceed to the explanation of other 
terms in our writings. 

To know what a Toast is in the country gives as 
much perplexity as she herself does in town : and 
indeed the learned differ very much upon the ori- 
ginal of this word, and the acceptation of it among 
the modems : however, it is by all agreed to have 
a joyous and cheerful import. A toast, in a cold 
morning, heightened by nutmeg, and sweetened with 
sug^, has for many ages been given to our rural dis- 
pensers of justice, before they entered upon causes, 
and has been of great and politic use to take off the 
severity of their sentences ; but has, indeed, been 
remarkable for one ill effect, that it inclines those 
wiio use it immoderately to speak ^ Latin; to the 
admiration rather than information of an audience. 
This application of a Toast makes it very obvious, 
that the word may, without a metaphor, be under* 
stood as an apt name for a thing which raises us 
in the most sovereign degree : but many of the wits 
of the last age will assert, that the word, in its pre- 
sent sense, was known among them in their youth, 
and had its rise from an accident at the town of 
Batby in the reign of Eang Charles the Second. 

It happened that, on a public day, a celebrated 
Beauty of those ttmes was in the Cross Bath, and 
one or the crowd of her admirers took a glass of 
the water in which the fair one stood, and drank 
her health to the company. There was in the place 
a gay fellow half fuddled, who offered to jump in, 
and swore, though he liked not the liquor, he would 
have the toast. He was opposed in his resolution ; 

* The kept mistress of a knight of the shire near Brentford, 
Who squandered his estate on women, and in contested elec- 
tions. 



yet ihiH whim ^ave foundation to the present hi 
which ia done to the lady we mention in our liquore; 
wliu has ever since been called a Toast. 

Though this institution had so trivial a beginning, 
It is now elevated into a formal order; and that 
happy vir^n, who is received and drank to at their 
meetings, has no more to do in this life but to judge 
and accept of the first good offer. The manner of 
her inauguration is much like that of the choice of 
ft Doge in Venice: it is performed by balloting; 
and when she is so chosen, she reigns indisputably 
fur that ensuing year ; but must be elected anew 
to prolong her empire a. moment beyond it. When 
she is regularly chosen, her name is written with a 
diamond on a drinliing- glass*, The hieroglyphic 
of the diamond is to nhew her, that her value is 
imaginary; and that of the glass to acijuaint her 
that her condition is frail, and depends on the band 
which holds her. This wise design admonishes her, 
^L neither to OTer-rate or depreciate her charms; aa 
^M well considering and applying, that it is perfecdy 
^M according to the humour and taste of the company, 
H whether the toast is eaten, or left an an offal. 
^H The foremost of the whole rank of Toastn, and the 

^M most indisputed in their present empire, are Mrs. 
^P Oatty and Mrs. Frontlet: tlic first an agreeable, 
the second an awful beauty. These ladies are per- 
fect friends, out of a knowledge, that their perfec- 
tions arc too different to stand in competition. He 
that likes Gatty can have no relish for so sojemn a 

k creature as Frontlet; ajid an admirer of Frondet 
will cull Gatty a maypole girl : Gatty for ever smdes 
• It was the fiiahion of tlie lime, tii inscribe verses thus lo 
■ thereiRnlnKbeButiea. Several of thean sprighliy prodnctiona, 
" on tlie toaating.glasaea of Oie Kit-ent Club," by Itic Lordi 
Halifsx, Whsrlon, Lanadowne, and Carbury, by Mr. Majo- 
waring, and iilher pnetical memberi of that ingenious aocielj, 
ybeaeenin Nichols's " Select Collection of MlioelBu- 
~ " '.t.vp. l(V8— \18.Ulfi, 
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upon you ; and Frontlet disdains to see you smile. 
Gatty's loye is a shining quick flame ; Frontlet's, a 
slow wasting fire. Gatty likes the man that diverts 
her ; Frontlet, him who adores her. Gatty always 
inproyes the soil in which she travels ; Frontlet lays 
waste the country. Gatty does not only smile, but 
laughs at her lover ; Frontlet not only looks serious, 
but frowns at him. All the men of wit (and cox- 
combs their followers) are professed servants of 
Gatty ; the politicians and pretenders give solemn 
worship to Frontlet. Their reign will be best judged 
of by its duration. Frontlet will never be chosen 
more ; and Gatty is a toast for life. 

8t, James's Coffee-house, June 3. 

Letters from Hamburgh of the seventh instant, 
N. S. inform us, that no art or cost is omitted to 
make the stay of his Danish Majesty at Dresden 
agreeable : but there are various speculations upon 
the interview between King Augustus and that 
Prince ; many putting politic constructions upon his 
Danish Majesty's arrival at a time when his troops 
are marching out of Hungary, with orders to pass 
through Saxony, where it is given out, that they are 
to be recruited. It is said also, that several Polish 
senators have invited King Augustus to return into 
Poland. His Majesty of Sweden, according to the 
jsame advices, has passed the Nieper without any op- 
position from the Muscovites, and advances with all 
possible expedition towards Volhinia, where he pro- 
poses to join King Stanislaus and General Crassau. 

We hear from Bern of the first instant, N. S. that 
there is not a province in France, from whence the 
Court is not apprehensive of receiving accounts of 
pubUc commotions, occasioned by the want of corn. 
The general diet of the thirteen cantons is assembled 
at Baden, but have not yet entered upon business ; 
so that the affair of Tockenburgh is yet at a ^tA.wl^ 
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Lettora from the Hague, dated the eleventli ii 
■taut, N. S. advise, that Monsieur RouJUe having i 
luainted the Ministeraof the allies, that his master 
il refused to ratify the preliminarieH of a treaty 
adjuNtnil with Mopgieur Torcy, set out for Paris on 
Sunday marniag. The same day the foreign Mi- 
ntstera met a committee of the S tales- Gt^neral, where 
Monsieur Van Hessen opened the business upon 
which they were assembled, and in a very wann 
rlincnurse laid before them the conduct of Prance in 
the late negociations, representing the abject maoDet 
in which she had laid open her awn distresses, that 
reduced her to a compliance with the demands of 
all the allies, and her meanness in receding from 
those points to which Monsieur Torcy had consentedi 
The respective Ministers of each potentate of the 
alliance severally expressed their resentment of the 
faithless behaviour of the French, and gave each 
other mutual assurances of the constancy and reso- 
lution of their principals, to proceed willi the Dtmost 
vigour against the common enemy. His Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough set out from the Hague od 
the ninth in the afternoon, and lay that night at 
Rotterdam ; from whence, at four the next morning, 
he proceeded towards Antwerp, with a design to 
reach Ghent the next day, All the troops in the 
Low Countries are in motion towards the general 
rendezvous between the Scheld and the Lis : the 
whole army will be formed on the twelfth instant; 

I and it is said, that on the fourteenth they will ad- 
vance towards the enemy's country. In the mean 
time the Marshal de Villars has assembled the French 
forces between Lens, La Bassce, and Douay. 
Yesterday morning Sir John Norris, with the 
■Iron under his command, sailed from the Downs 
^|]and. 
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From my own Apartment, June 3. 

I have the honour of the following letter from a 
gentleman whom I receive into my family, and order 
die heralds at arms to enroll him accordingly : 

'* Mr. Bickerstaif, 

** Though you have excluded me the honour of 
your family, yet I have ventured to correspond with 
tiie same great persons as yourself, and have wrote 
this post to the King of France ; though I am in a 
manner unknown in his country, and have not been 
«een there these many months : 

TO LEWIS LE GRAND. 



^ Though in your Country I'm unknown, 

Yet, Sir, I must advise you ; 
'Of late so poor and mean you 're grown. 

That all the world despise you. 

Here vermin eat your Majesty, 

There meagre subjects stand unfed ! 
What surer signs of poverty, 

Than many lice and little bread ? 

Then, Sir, the present minute chuse ; 

Our armies are advanced : 
Those terms you at the^i^as^e refuse. 

At Paris won't be grantedv: 

Consider this, and Dunkirk raze» 

And Anna's title own ; 
Send one pretender out to graae> 

And call the other home. 

** Your humble servant. 

Bread the Staff of Life/' 
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of a geiitUman, her lover, who wait lately wounded 
in a duel, has turned my thoughts to that iubJecU 
anil inclined me to examine into the causes which 
precipitate men into ho fatal a folly. And as it bu 
been proposed to treat of subjects of gallantry io 
the article from hence, and no one point in nature b | 
more proper to be considered by the company who I 
frequent this place than that of duels, it is worth onr 
consideration to examine into this chimerical ground- 
less biitnoiir, und to lay every other thought aside, 
until we have strippod it of all its false pretences to 
credit and reputation amongst men. 

But I must confess, when I consider what [ am 
going about, and run over in my imagination all 
the endless crowd of men of honour who will be 
offended at such a discuuvse; I am undertaking, 
methinks, a work worliiy an invulutrable hero in 
romance, rather than a private gentleman with a 
single rapier: but as I am pretty well acquainted, 
by great opportunities, with the nature of man, and 
know of a truth that all men tight against their will, 
the danger vanishes, and resolution rises upon tfai»< 
subject. For this reason, ( shall talk very freelv* 
on a custom which all men wish exploded, 
'va has courage c«in\^\v \ft iftaisl it. 
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But there m oae imiiiteMigible word, whieh I fear 
will extremely perplex my dissertatioii, and 1 eoofess 
to yoa I Ihid very hard to explam ; which is the tenH 
'' satisfaction.'' An honest country gentleman had 
the usfortime to fedl into company with two or ^iree 
modem. meB of honour, where he happened to be very 
ill treated ; and one of the company, being conscious 
of his offence, sends a note to bun in the morning, 
and tells him, he was ready to give him gatirfaetiom. 
** TUs is fine doing," says the plain fellow ; " last 
ni^hib he sent me away cursedly out of humour, and 
iiisk Morning he fancies it would be a satisfacHan to 
be run through the body." 

As the matter at present stands, it is not to do 
handsome actions denominates a man of honour ; it 
it enough if he dares to defend ill .ones. Thus you 
often see a common sharper in competition wim a 
gendesMin d the first rank : though all mankind is 
ooBvineed, that a fighting gamester is only a pick- 
pocket wi^ the courage of an highwayman. One 
cannot with any patience redect on the unaccount-. 
able jumble of persons and Ihings in this town and 
nation ; wl^ch occasions very frequently, that a brave 
man IbUs by a hand below that of a common hang- 
ma% and yet his executioner escapes the clutches 
of the hangman for doing it. I shall therefore here- 
alter consider, how the bravest men in other ages 
and nations have behaved themselves upon such 
incictents as we decide by combat ; and show, from 
their practice^ that this resentment neither has its 
foundation from true reason or solid fame ; but is 
ao inpostmre, made up of cowardice, falsehood, and 
want of understanding. For this work, a good' 
history of quarrels would be very edifying to the 
publie ; and I apply myself to the town tor parti- 
calarB and circumstances within their knowledge, 
which may serve to embellish the dissertatir 
propep ents^ Most of the quftrreU I btt 
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known, have proceeded fiom some valiant coxcomb's 
persistiiig in the wrong, to defend aonie prevailing 
iblly, and preeei've himself from the in^enuouanflj* 
□r hia own mistake. 
By this mean!) it is called " giving a man sati«- 
fuctiun," to urge your offence against him with your 
swurd i which puts me in mind of Peter's to the 
keeper, in the Tale of a I'ub ; " if you neglect to do 
all this, damn you and your getieiation for ever ; and 
so we bid you heartily farewell." If the contra- 
diction iu the very terms of one of our challenge* 
twere an well explained, and turned into downrigbt 
English, would it not run after thin manner 1~- 
■■Sir, 
" your extraordinary behaviour last night, and the 
liberty you were pleased to take with me, makes me 
this morning give you this, to tell you, because you 
are an ill-bred puppy, I will meet you in Hyde Park 
an hour hence ; and because you want both breedini 
and humanity, I desire you would come with a putw 
in your hand, on horseback, and endeavour to ahoot 
me through the head, to teach you more manners. If 
you fail of doing me this pleasure, I shall aay you an 
a rascal on every post in town : and so, Sir, if jtn 
will not injure me more, I shall never forgive what 
you have done already. Pray, Sir, do not fail of 
getting every thing reaidy ; and you will inlinitely 
oblige. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, &c. 

From my own Apartment, June 8. 
Among the many employments 1 am necessarily 
put upon by my friends, that of giving advice is the 
most unwelcome to me ; and, indeed, 1 am forced to 
use a little art in the matter : for, some people will 
ask counsel of you, when they have already acted 
what they telf you is stilt under deliberation. I had 
almost lost a. very good friend the other day, who 
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aame to know ^^ bow I lik^dhis design to many such 
a lady ?'' I answered, " By no means ; and I must 
be positiy^e against it, for very solid reasons, which 
are not proper to communicate." '* Not proper to be 
oomnunicated l" said he, widi a grave air ; *'l wiB 
know the bottom of tibis." I saw him moved, and 
fcaew from thence he was already determined ; there^ 
fore evaded it by saying, <* To tell you the truth, 
dfioj; Frank, of all women living, I would have hes 
wyeelf." " Isaac," said he, " thou- art too liEite, for 
we) bajre been both one these two months." 

I learned this caution by a gentleman's consulting^ 
me formerly about his son« He railed at his clanmed 
etsJaravagance, and told* nave, *< in a very little time he 
moidd beggar him by the exorbitant bills which came 
Inm Oxfoni eveiy quarter." '^ Make the rogue bil« 
upon the bridle," said I ; ** pay none of his bills ; it 
ymk but encourage him to further trespasses." He 
looked plaguy sour at me. His son soon after sen^ 
iq^- a paper of verses, forsooth, in print, on the last 

gublic occasion i upon which, he is convinced ther 
oy has parts> and a lad of spirit is not to be too 
much cramped in his maintenance, lest he take ill 
couroes. Neither father nor son can ever since en* 
dure the sight of me. 

These sort of people ask opinions only out of the 
fulness of their heart, on the subject of their per- 
plexity, and not from a desire of information. 

lliere is nothing so easy as to find out which 
opinion the man in doubt has a miqd to ; therefore 
the sure way ia to tell him, that is certainly to be 
chosen. Then you are to be very clear and positive : 
leave no handle for scruple. ^' Bless me ! Sir, there 
is no room for a question !" This rivets you into his- 
heart; for you at once applaud his wisdom, and 
gratify his inclination. However, I had too much 
bowels to be insincere to a man who came yesterday, 
to know of me with which of two eminent men 

r3 
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in the city, he should [>lace his son? Their namM 
are Pauto anii Avaro. This gave me much debate 
with mystif ; because not only the fortune of the 
youth, hut his virtue also, dependeth upon thii 
choice. The men arc equally wf^althy ; but they 
differ in the use and application of their ricbea, 
which you immediately see upon entering their doon. 
The habitation ol' Paulo haa at once the air of h 
nobleman and a roerchnnt. You see the servants 
act with afl'ection to their nmater, and satiafautiaa 
in themselves ; the master meets you with an open 
uountenance, full of benevolence and integrity ; your 
IwainesB ia dispatched with that confidence and wet- 
come which always accompany honest minds. Bii 
table is the image of plenty and generosity, lup- i 

Sorted by justice and frugality. Afterwe had dioed 
ere, our affair was to visit Avaro. Out comei bd 
awkward fellow, with a careful countenance ; " Sir, 
would you speak with my master ? may I crave youi 
. name?" After the tirst preamble, he leads us into 
a noble solitude, a great house that aeemed unin- 
habited ; but from the end of the spacious hall moves 
towurds us Avaro, with a suspicious aspect, as if 
he had believed us thieves ; and, as for my part, 
I approached him as if I knew him a cut-purse. Wf. 
fell mto discourse of his noble dwelling and the 
great estate all the world knew he had to enjoy in 
it; and I, to plague him, began to commend Paulo's 
way of living. " Paulo," answered Avaro, " is a 
very good man; but we, who have smaller estates, 
must cut our coats according to our cloth." " Nay," 
says I, " every man knows his own circumstances 
host ; you are in the right, if you have not where- 
withal." He looked very sour; for it is, you must 
know, the utmost vanity of a mean-spirited rich mao 
to be contradicted when he calls himself poor : hut 
I resolved to vex him, by consenting to all he said; 
' iBCft" (design "f which wa«, that he woult' ' 
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US find out, he was one of the wealthiest men in 
London, and lived like a beggar. We left him, 
and took a turn on the Exchange. My friend was 
ravished with Avaro. ** This," said he, " is cer- 
tainly a sure man." I contradicted him with much 
warmth, and summed up their different characters 
as well as I could. ** This Paulo," said I, " grows 
wealthy by being a common good ; Avaro, by being 
a general evil : Paulo has the art, Avaro the craft 
of trade. When Paulo gains, all men he deals with 
are the better ; whenever Avaro profits, another cer- 
tainly loses. In a word, Paulo is a citizen, and 
Avaro a cit." I convinced my friend, and carried 
die young gentleman the next day to Paulo, where 
he will learn the way both to gain and enjoy a good 
fortune. And though I cannot say I have, by 
keeping him from Avaro, saved him from the gal- 
lows, I have prevented his deserving it every day 
he lives : for with Paulo he will be an honest man, 
without being so for fear of the law ; as with Avaro 
he would have been a villain, within the protection 
of it. 

• 

St. James's Coffee-house, June 6. 

We hear from Vienna of the first instant, that 
Baron Imloff, who attended her Catholic Majesty 
with the character of Envoy from the Duke of Wol- 
fenbuttel, was returned thither. That minister 
brought an account, that Major-general Stanhope, 
with the troops which embarked at Naples, was re- 
turned to Barcelona. We hear from Berlin, by 
advices of the eighth instant, that his Prussian 
Majesty had received an account from his Minister 
at Dresden, that the King of Denmark desired to 
meet his Majesty at Magdeburg. The Ring of 
Prussia has sent for answer, that his present indis- 
position will not admit of so great a journey ; b'"^ 
has sent the King a very pressing invitation to co; 
to Berlin or Potsdam. These adVvae^ %^1> 
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the Minister of the Kin); of Sweder 
ed a. loUer {tom his maBter t» Uie King of Po- 
land, dutt-d lirom Botizui the thirtieth of March, 
O, S. wherein be acquaiats him, that he has been 
HucceH^ul against tU« Muscovites in all the actiom 
which have happened aiiu:e hia march into Iheic 
country. Great nunibery have revolted to Ihe 
Swedtis since General Mti^eppa went over to that 
side : tuid as nany as have clone so have taken so- 
lemn oaths to adbene to the interesta of tiia Swedisb 
Majesty; 

Advices from the Ua^ue of tho fourteenth instut, 
N. S. say, tliat aU thinRs tended t» a vi^rous ud 
orDttve caiiqiai|i^; tike nlUes havi«); strong reaeatmeattt 
' against the late behaviuur of tlie Cwitt of France;, 
and tlui French usln^ all {xisaible endeavoura to 
oaimate their men to defend their counlry agaiiut 
a victorious and uxaspernted enemy. Mnnsjour 
Uouijle had passed thruugb BciwseU without visit- 
ing eitlier the Duke of Marlborough or the Prince 
Eugene, who were holh there at that lime. The 
States have met, and publicly declared their satia- 
faction in the conduct of their Deputies during the 
whole treaty. Letters from France say, that the 
Court is resotved to put ail to the isaue of the en- 
suing campaign. In the mean time they have ordwad 
the preliminary treaty to be published, with obser- 
vations upou each article, in order to ijuiet the nundg' 
of the people, and pers'uade them, that it has not 
been in the power of the King to procure a peaoe, 
but to the diminution of his Majesty's glory, and 
the hazard of his dominions. His Grace the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene arrived at 
Ghent on Wednesday last, where, at an assembly 

I of the General officers, it was thought proper, by 
reason of the great rains which had lately fallen, to 
defer forming a camp, or bringing the troops toger 
ther; but, as soon as the weather would pen) '' ' 
on the enemy -wVAi v\\\ e'».'p*iS\'Cwft. 
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N^26. THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 1709. 

Qncqmidmgmmt 



nostri estfarrtugo lihtlH. 

JUY. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, Jtme 8. 

I HAVE read the following letter with delight and 
af^robation, and I hereby order Mr. Kidney at St. 
James's, and Sir Thomas at White's (who are my 
clerks for enrolling all men in their different classes » 
before they presume to drink tea or chocolate in 
those places), to take care that the persons within 
the descriptions in the latter be admitted and ex- 
cludedy according to my friend's remonstrance. 

" Sir, June 6, 1709. 

" Your paper of Saturday has raised up in me a 
noble emulation to be recorded in the foremost rank 
of worthies therein mentioned : if any regard be 
had to merit, or industry, I may hope to succeed in 
the promotion ; for I hav^ omitted no toil or expence 
to be a proficient; and if my friends do not flatter, 
they assure me I have not lost my time since I came 
to town. To enumerate but a few particulars. 
There is hardly a coachman I meet with, but de- 
sires to be excused taking me, because he had me 
before. I haye compounded two or three rapes ; 
and let out to hire as many bastards to beggars. 
I never saw but one part of a play ;* and as to my 
courage, it is well known I have more than once 
had sufficient witness of my drawing my sword both 

* At that time it seems as if the money was returned to 
such as ii^ithdrew at the end of the first act. 
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in tsyern and play-house. Doctor Wall* is my 
particaiar friend ; and, if it were any nervice to Ihe 
public to compose the ditVerence between Martin,* 
and Sintilaer* the Peart-drillcr,t I do not know a 
judge of more experieDce than myself ; for is llttt 1 
may say, with the poet, 

QuartgiBlttinlla noiln non pttna laborii? 
" What streets resound not with my greut explcAttf 
I omit other )css particulars, the necessary oon- 
equence of greater luitions. But ray reason for 
troubliug you at thi» present is, to put a stop, if it 
may be, to an insintiatin)i;, increBHing set of people, 
who, Hticking to the letter of your trealiae, and DM 
to the spirit of it, do assume the name of " Pretty 
Fellows;" nay, and even get new names, as you 
I welt hint. Some of them f have heard catnag 
! another, as I have sat at Wliite'H and St. 
's, by the names of Betty, Nelly, and so forth, 
see them accost each other with el)'eininat« 
aira : ttpy have their signs and tokens like free- 
masons. They rail at woman-kind; receive visiU 
their beds in gowns, and do a thousand other 
nlelligible prettinesses that I cannot tell what to 
make of. I therefore heartily desire yuu would 
exclude all this sort of animals. 

" There is another matter I foresee an ill conse- 
quence from, that may bo timely prevented by pru- 
cience ; which is, that for the last fortnight prodi- 
gious shoals of volunteers have gone over to biiU]| 
the French, upon hearing the peace was just signing: 
and this is so true, that I can assure you, all ingrosa- 
ing work about the Temple is risen above three 
shillings in the pound for want of hands. Now, aa 
it is possible some little alteration of afiairs may 
have broken their mcasurea, and that they will post 
■ Tbree prnclioDcra iu pbyeic or aurgtry, iif some note &t 
'br ouriDf; diseases oontracleil liy debauober]*. ' 
rendered) unintKlligible by time. 
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bttck again, I am under tke last apprehensiou, thait 
^kege 'wi^, at tbeir return, all set up for *' Pretty 
Fellaws/' and thereby confound all merit and ser^ 
vice, and impose on us some new alteration in our 
oi^^cap wigs and pockets, unless you can provide 
« particular class for them. I cannot apply myself 
better ^than to you, and I am sure I speak the mind 
of • Teiy igreat number, as deserving as myself.^' 

T%e pretensions of l^s correspondent are worthy a 
|iarticaiar distinction; he cannot, indeed, be ad- 
ntled as a ^' Pretty," but is what we more jnslly 
«all a ** SflMft FeUow." Never to pay at llie play- 
hauwe is an act of frugality that lets you into his 
character; asd kis expedicfnt in sending his chil- 
ik«ai begging before they can go, are character- 
risticftl iastances diat he belongs to tiiis class. I 
never saw tiie gentleman; but I know by his letter, 
he hangs his cane to his button ; and by some lines 
cf it lie should wear red-heeled shoes ; which are 
«Mestial parts of the habit belonging to the order of 
'' Smart Felkyws." 

My luniliar is retomed widi the following letter 
from 4iie French king. 

Versailles, June 8, 1709. 

'* Lewis XIV. to Isaac Bickbrstaff, Esq. 

**Sir, 
** I have your episde, and nrast take tbe liberty to 
say, that ^ere has been a time, when there were 
geiiat>us spirits in Great Britain, who would not 
have suffered my name to be treated with the fami- 
liarity yon think fit to use. I thought liberal men 
woold not be such time-servers, as to fall upon a 
man because his friends are not in power. Bat, 
biviBg smne concern for what you may commit to 
posterity concerning me, I am willing to keep terms 
with yon ; and make a request to vou, which is, i 
you would give my service to Ae nineteenth < 
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tury (if ever you or yours renxih tbem), and tell them 
that I have settled all matters between them and w- 
by Monsieur Boileau. I should be glad to see ym 

t is very odd, this prince nhould offer to inviti' 
into his domiuionB, or believe 1 should accept 
the invitation. No, no; I remember too well how 
he served an ini^enious );entleinan, a friend of mine,* 
whom he locked up in the Bastile for no reason in 
the world, but because he was a wit, and feared he 
might meution him with justice in some uf bis writ- 
ings. His way is, that ell men of .sense are pre- 
ferred, banished, or iuiurisoned. He has indeed i 
sort of justice in him, Lite that of the gamesters ; fat 
if a Htander-by sees one at play cheat, he has a right 
to come ill for shares, as knowing the mysteries of 
the game. 

This is a very wise and just maxim; and if I haw 
not left at Mr. Morphew's, directed to me, bank bilb 
for two hundred pounds, on or before this day seven- 
night, 1 shall tell how Tom Cash got his esUte: 
I expect three hundred pounds of Mr. Soilett, for 
concealing all the money he has lent to himself, ud 
his landed friend bound with him, at thirty per oaU. 
at his scrivener's. Absolute princes msilce people 
pay what they please, in deference to their power: 
I do not know why I should not do the same, out of 
fear or respect to my knowledge. I always pre- 
serve decorums and civilities to the fair sex: there- 
fore, if a certain lady, who left her coach at the New 
J^xcbange door in the Strand, and whipt down Dur- 
ham-yard into a boat with a young gentleman for 
Vauxhall;t I say. if she will send me word, that I 
may give the fun which she dropped, and I found, to 
my sister Jenny, there shall be no more said of it. 

■ Sir John Vanbniicli, who was odcg confined in the Bw- 
'•f". is probably the person here iilluiled ti 
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I expect hush-money to be regularly sent for every 
folly or vice any one commits in this whole town; 
and hope, I may pretend to deserve it better than a 
chamber-maid or a valet de chamhre; they only 
whisper it to the little set of their companions ; but 
I can tell it to all men living, or who are to live. 
Therefore I desire all my readers to pay their fines, 
or mend their lives. 

White's Chocolate-house y June 8. 

My familiar being come from France, with an 
answer to my letter to Lewis of that kingdom, in- 
stead of going on in a discourse of what he had seen 
in that court, he put on the immediate concern of a 
guardian, and fell to inquiring into my thoughts and 
adventures, since his journey. As short as his stay 
had been, I confessed I had had many occasions 
for his assistance in my conduct; but communicated 
to him my thoughts of putting all my force against 
the horrid and senseless customs of duels. <* If it 
were possible," said he, '< to laugh at things in 
themselves so deeply tragical as the impertinent 
profusion of human life, I think I could divert you 
with a figure I saw just after my death, when the 
philosopher threw me, as I told you some days ago, 
mto the pail of water. 

*'You are to know that, when men leave the 
body, there are receptacles for them as soon as they 
depart, according to the manner in which they lived 
and died. At the very instant I was killed, there 
came away with me a spirit which' had lost his body 
in a duel. We were both examined. Me the 
whole assembly looked at with kindness and pity, 
but at the same time with an air of welcome and 
consolation : they pronounced me very happy, who 
had died in innocence ; and told me, ' a quite dif- 
ferent place was allotted to me, than that which was 
appointed for my companion ; there being a great 
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dtRMnce frtnw the maDflion* of fools and innocenb; 
ttiough at Uie same time, naiit ant nf the ghosts, 
there is a (i^reat atlinit^ between an idiot who hag 
been so fof a loug life, and a chitd who departs be- 
fore matiirity. But thin gentleman who haa anifed 
with you is a fool of lus own making, ia ignorant out 
of choice, and will fare accordingly.' The assembly 
be|;au to flock about him ; and one »aid to him, ' Sir, 
I obtierved you came in through the gate of persons 
murdered, and I desire to know what brought yon to 
your untimely end?' He said, 'he had l>eeB "a 
second." ' SocrateH (who may be said to have Ven 
Murdered by the commoRwealtb of Athena) stood by, 
and began to draw near him, in order, after this 
manner, to lead him into a aense of his error by coo- 
ceasionx in his own diHCOuriie. ' i^ir,' naid that 
divine and amicable spirit, ' what was the qnarrel?' 
He answered, 'We shall know very suddenly, 
when the principal in the business comes ; for be was 
dtisperately wounded before I fell.' ' 8ir,' said At 
sage, 'had yon an estate 1' 'Yes, 8ir,' the Mw 
guest answered, ' I have left it in a very good Can- 
(iition, and made my will the night before thia occa- 
sion.' 'Did you read it before you signed it?' 'Tes, 
sure. Sir,' said the new comer. Socrates replies, 
■Could a man, that would not give bis estate with- 
out reading the instrument, dispose of his life without 
asking a question?' That illustriouE> shade turned 
from him; and a crowd of impertinent goblins, who 
had been drolls and parasites in their life-time, anfl 
were knocked on the head for their sauciness, came 
about my fellow-traveller, and made themsehea 
very merry with questions abotit the words Cart 
antl Tierce, and other terms of fencers. But his 
thoughts began to settle into reflection upon the ad- 
venture which had robbed him of his late being : and 
with a wretched sigh, said he, How terrible are 
-- -""tion and guilt, when they come too late for 



f^^ 9$. TATUMt. 186 

Paooiet was going on in this 8lni»; but he re- 
covered from it, and told me, ''it was too soon to 
give my discourse on this subject so serious a tun; 
you have diiefly to do with that part of mankind 
which must be led into reflection by degrees, and 
you must treat this custom with humour and raillery 
to get an audience, before you come to pronounce 
sentence upon it. There is foundation enough for 
raising such entertainments, from the ^actice on 
this occasion. Do not you know that often a man 
is ddled out of bed to follow implicitly a coxcomb 
(with whom he would not keep company on any 
Otber occasion) to ruin and death? — Then a good 
lint of aoeh as are qualified by the laws of these un- 
OPlprleous men of chiyalry to enter into combat (who 
Hfe often persons of honour without common ho- 
%99ty); these I say, ranged and drawn up in their 
fffQ/pef order, would give an aversion to doing any 
thii^ in ccmmum with such as men laugh at, and 
QOttemn* But to go through thb work, you must 
ao| let your tbougto vary, or make excursions from 
your theme: consider, at the same time, that the 
matter has bees often treated by the ablest and 
gfealest writers ; yet that must not discourage you : 
^ the properest peisom to handle it, is one who has 
901^ into mixed conversations, and must have op- 
IHHtunitiea (which I shall give you) of seeing th^ 
yefl of men in ^ir pleasures and gratifications, 
tJflffWf which they pretend to reckon fighting. It 
woa pleasantly enough said of a bully in France, 
whcvi duels first began to be punished : '^ The King 
kgi» taken away gaming and stage-playing, and now 
j^htiog too ; how does he expect gentlemen shall 
diYcrt themselves ?^' 
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White's Ckocoiale-howK, June 1&. 



Pacolet being gone B-strolling among men of the 
Bwurd, in order to find out the secret causes of tiie 
frequent disputeH wc meet with, and furni«li me with 
materials fur my trealtHO on duelling: 1 hnre room 
left to go on in my information to my countfy reader*, 
^by they may understand the bright pecnile 
i memoirs 1 have taken upon me to write. 
But in my discourse of the twenty-eighth of the last 
month, I omitted to mention the most agreeable of 
all bad characters, and that is, a Rake. 

A Rake iH a, man always to be pitied ; and, if be 
lives, in one day certainly reclaimed ; for his faults 
proceed not from choice or inclination, but ftom 
strong passions and appetites, which are in youth 
too violent for the curb of reason, good sense, good 
manners, and good-nature ; all which he must have 
by nature and education, before he can be allowed 
to be, or to have been, of this order. He is a poor 
unwieldy wretch, that commits faults out of the re- 
dundance of his good qualities. His pity and com- 
pasaioD make him sometimes a bubble to all his 
fellows, let them be never so much below him in 
understanding. His desires run away with Mm 
through the strength and force of a lively imagina- 
tion, which hurries him on to unlawful pleasures, 
before reason has power lo come unto his rescue. 
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Tbuft, with all the good inteatiQii^ in tke world to 
Qji^Ddnient, this cieature sias. en, agakiMst HeaTeu, 
himself, his friends, and his country; who all call 
for a better use o£ his. talents. There is not a being 
under the sun so nuserable as this ; he goes on in a 
pursuit he himself disapproves, and has no enjoy- 
ment but what is followed by remorse; ikx reHef 
from remorse, but the repetitioA of hja. crusae.. It is 
possible I may talk of this person with tooi much 
indulgence ; but I mu£it repeat it, that. I think this a 
character which isi the mo^ the object of pjAy of 
any i» tho woild.^ Th^ man in the. pangs of the 
stone, goiil, o» any ae«ile dast^oaper,. is- not in so 
d^lorabie a conditioa, in the eye of right sense, us 
ho that errs and repents, and repents and errs oii« 
The leliow with broken limbs justly deserves your 
akw lor his. impotent condition ; but he that cannot 
use his reason is in a miftch worse s^te ; for you 
#e« him in miserable ekcumstances, with hia re- 
medy at tho same time i& hi£^ own possession, ii be 
would, or could use it. This is the cau£(e that, of 
ail ^1 characters, <^ Rake has the best quarter ia 
the world; lor when he is himself, and unruii9te4 
wi^ intemperance, you see his natural faculties 
exert themselves, and attract an eye of favour to- 
wards his infirmities. 

But if we look round ii» here, how many iM 
vogues iu[*e there, that would fein be what this poov 
man hates himself for ? All the noise towards six in 
tibe evening is caused by his mimics aoid imitators.. 
Bow ought men of sense to be careful of their actions, 
tf it were merely from the indignation of seeing 
themselves ill drawn by such little pretenders ! Not. 
to say, he that leads is guilty of sdlthe actions of hia 
followers; and a Rake has imitators whom you 
would never expect should prove io. Second-hand: 
vice, sure, of all is the most nauseous. Tbere is. 
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hardly a folly more abaurd, or which aeems less to 
be accounted far(though it is what we see every da;,) 
tliBii that ^rave and hoiieHt natures f^ve into toil 
way, and at the same time have good sense, if thsj 
thought fit to use it ; but the fatality (under which 
most men labour) of desiring to be what they are not, 
makes them go out of a method in which they might 
be received witii applause, and would certainly ex- 
cel, into one wherein titey will all tlieirlife have the 
air of strangers to what they aim at. 

For this reason, 1 have not lamented the meti- 
moqihosis of any one 1 know, so much as of Nobilit; 
who wan born witli sweetness of temper, justap- 

Erehen^ion, and every thing else that might make 
im a man fit for his order. But, instead of tiie pur- 
suit of sober studies and applications, in which be 
would certainly be capable of making a considerable 
figure in the noblest assembly of men in the woiU; 
I say, in spite of that good nature, which is hia 
proper bent, he will say ill-natured things aloud; 
put such as he was, and still should be, out ut 
countenance; and drnwii all the natural good in 
him, to receive an artificial ill character, in which 
he will never succeed ; for Nobilis is no Rake. 
He may guzzle as much wine as he pleases, talk 
bawdy if he thinks fit ; but he may as well drink 
water-gruel, and go twice a day to church, for it 
will never du. 1 pronounce it again, Nobilis is no 
Rake. To be of that order, he must be Ticioua^ 
against his will, and not so by study or applicatioiL. 
All " Pretty Fellows" are also excluded to a BMi,\ 
as well as all inamoratos, or persons of the epiceiu 
gender, who gaze at one another in the presence of 
ladies. This class, of which 1 am giving you an 
account, is pretended to also by men of strong abi- 
lities in drinking ; though they are such whom the 
liquor, not the conversation, keeps together. JSut 



blockfaeads may roar, light, and stab, anil be nvver 
the nearer; their labour is aI§o lost; they want 
sense : they are no Rakes. 

As a Rake among men is the man who lives iu 
the constant abuse of his reason, so a coquette 
among women in one who lives in continual misap- 

Elication of her beauty. The chief of all whom J 
ave the honour to be acquainted with, is prrtty 
Mrs. Toss : she is ever in practice of something 
which distigures her, and takes from her charms; 
though all she does tends to a contrary efl'ect. She 
has naturally a very agreeable voice and utterance, 
which she has changed for the prettiest lisp imagina- 
ble. She sees what she has a mind to see at half a 
mile distance ; but poring with her eyes half shut at 
erery one she passes by, she believes much more 
becoming. The Cupid on her fan and she have 
their eyes full on each other, all the time in which 
they are not both in motion. Whenever her eye is 
turned from that dear object, you may have aglanee, 
and your bow, if she is in humour, returned as civilly 
as you make it ; but that must not be in the presence 
of a man of greater quality: for Mrs. Toss is so 
thoroughly well-bred, that the chief person present 
has all her regards. And she who giggles at divine 
service, and laughs at her very mother, can compose 
herself at the approach of a man of a good estato, 

Wiirt Coffee-house, June 0. 
A fine lady showed a gentleman of this company, 
for an eternal answer to all his addresses, a paper nf 
Ferses, with which she is so captivated, that shti 
professed the author should be the, h appy man in 
spite of all other pretenders, ■'^■rtinary f or Igv e 
to make men poetical, and U'' ' "*-- ^ 

enamoured man : but he " 
upon some of her con* 
ired upon so high 
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Qtherwwe thw BO, v/w^il bo like nwkinf nt iMoie 
poem a, nan'a 6rat attempt. Among the favouriten 
U> the fair one, he t'uund hei parrut nol to he is tlait 
last degree : he saw P-oU ha<l her etur. wkcn his 
sigha were nef^lecteil. Tu writ« a^tivHLt Uini had 
be«) & fruitless Ukioui: i thcrt-tore be tvsolve^ w 
Hatter tumisto hia inte«eat in the full^wU^( nitUMieii 
To a Lady, on her Pahrot. 
When nytvpbfl nere Go]', and ]uv« could aol prevail, 
The gods diiguliM wrro bcIOhid known to ^0 ; 
Leda was ckBSte; but yM a f«alhpr'd JuTu 
^upra'd tho (au.aiid \»MbM lierhow to lova, 
Tbcre's no celestial l^ut tus Hvavea would «(ui|, 
Fur any ronn nhicb miglit to tliev admit. 
See how the wanton bird, ul every Klnnce, 
ftwflllsbii gkd plumes, and bclsuit waoruas tiwicei 
The i)UDeD of bekuly bnslorsoak Ibu dove ; 
UenceluTth the Pairol b« ibn bird of luvu. 

It is indeed a very jiiat proposittoii to g;ivp (hal 
honour rather to tlie parrot than the other vo)ali(t!. 
The parrot represents us in the Htate of raaluiis 
love : the dove, in the possession of the object be- 
loved. But, iiislead of tuniing the dove off, I fancy 
it would be belter if tho chaise of Venus had here- 
after a parrot, added (as we see sometimes a third 
horse to a cuac^), which might intimate, that to be 
a parrot, is the only way to succeed ; and bo be a, 
dove, to preserve your conquests. If the swain 
would go on successfully) he must inutute the bird 
he writes upon ; for he who would be loved by 
women, must n^ver be silent before the fevour, or 
open his lips after it. 

from my own Apartment, June 10. 
I have so many messages from young gendemeil 
who expect preferment and distinction, that I am 
wholly at a loss in what manner to acquit myself, 
The writer of the following letter tells me in a post- 
scri[ ' "^ cunnot go out of town until I have taken 
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some notice of him ; and is very urgent to be some- 
body in it, before he returns to his commons at the 
uniyersity. But take it from himself. 

<<To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, Monitor- 
General of Great Britain. 

** Sir, Sheer-lane^ June 8. 

** I haye been aboye six months from the uniyer- > 
sity ; of age these three months ; and so long in town. 
I was recommended to one Charles Bubbleboy* near 
the Temple, who has supplied me with all the furni- 
ture he says a gentleman ought to haye. I desired 
a certificate thereof from him, which he said would 
require some time tp consider of; and when I went 
yesterday morning for it, he tells me, upon due con- 
sideration, I still want some few odd tlungs more to 
the yalue of threescore or fourscore pounds, to make 
me complete. I haye bespoke them ; and the fayour 
I beg of you is, to know, when I am equipped, in 
what part or class of men in this town you will place 
me. Pray send me word what I am, and you shall 
find me. Sir, your most humble seryant, 

" Jeffrt Nickn ack.'* 

I am yery willing to encourage young beginners; 
but am extremely in the dark how to dispose of this 
gentleman. I cannot see either his person or habit 
in this letter; but I will call at Charles's,t and 
know the shape of his snuff-box, by which I can 
settle his character. Though indeed, to know his 
full capacity, I ought to be informed whether he 
takes Spanish or Musty. 

Si. Jame^i Cojfee^hmue^ Jume 10. 
Letters from the Low Countries, of the seyenteenth 
instant say, that the Duke of Marlborough and the 

• Charles Biatlier, at that time an eminent toyman in Fie 

Street. 

f Charles Mather. 



I 
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Prince of Savoy iBtend to kare Obent on that Avf, 
and join the army wliich lies between Pontd'Espiere 
«nd Courtray, tbeii' head-quartera being at Helchin. 
The sume day the PaliitiTie fool were espectwl at 
BruHselH. Lieutenant'SeDeral Dompre, with a body 
of eight thousand men, ia posted at Alust, in order 
to cover tihcnt and Brusitels. The Marshal de 
Viilani wus atill on the plain of Lenx ; and it i« said 
the duke nf Vendoarae is Hgipointed to cuainiand in 
conjunction with that general. Advices fre» Paris 
aay, Monsieur Voison is made secretary of slat*, 
upon Monsieur Cbainillard's resignation of that em- 
ployment. The want of money in that kinfduni is 
so great, that the court has thought lit to con)in>ii<l 
all the plate of private fuuiiUes to l>e brought into 
the mint. They write from the Hague of tii« 
eighteenth, that the States of Holland couUnue their 
aeBsion ; and that they faave approved the resolutjon 
of the States-General, to publisli a second edict lo 
prohibitthesaleofcom to the enemy. ManyeniaMt 
persons In that assembly have declared, thai theyara 
nf opinion, that all commerce whatsoever with 
Franco should be wholly forbidden : which point ii»- 
uuder present deliberalian '. but it is t'uared it wii^B 
meet 'jvith powerful opposition. 
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Juv. Sat. i. t 
Whate'er men ilo, or say, gt think, or dcema, 
Our BioHey paper seitea for its iheme. P. 

White's Choeolate-hmuie, Jvnt 13. 
I HAD suspended the business of duelling to a distan' 
time; but that I am called upon to declare myself of 
• tt proposed iq the foUoniDg letter : 



N« 28. TAtLfeU* iOi 

" Sit* June 9, fl^ Mt^Af. 

** I desif^ ihb farour of y<m to decide this qiies- 
tiott, whether calling a ffenUeman a Smart Fellow iet 
an affiroiit or not? A youth entering a Certain 
eofl^-bouse, with his cane tied to his button, wetw^ 
ing red-'heleed shoe6, I thought of yotif description, 
alid could not forbear telHftg a friend of mine next 
to tiie, " There enters a Smart Fellow." The gen- 
ti^naa hearing it, had immediately a mind to pick a 
quarrel with me, and desired satisfaction ; at which 
I was more puzzled than at the other; remembering 
what aieBti<m youi* familiar makes of those that had 
lo«t Uieir Hres <m such occasions. The thing is re^ 
ferred to your judgment ; and I elpect you to be 
my second, since yoa have been the cause of our 
parrel. I am Sir, your friend and humble servant." 

I absolutely pronounce, that there is no occasion 
of offence given in this expression; for a ** Smart 
FelloW is always an appellation of {nraise, and is a 
man of douMe capacity. The true cast or mould, 
which you may be sure to know him by, is, when his 
iivelihood or education is in the civil list, and you 
6ee him express a vivacity or mettle above the way 
he is in, by a little jerk in his motion, short trip in 
his steps, well-fancied lining of his coat, or any 
other indications which may be given in a vigorous 
dress. Now, what possime insinuation can there 
be, liiat it is a cause of quarrel for a man to say, he 
allows a gentleman really to be what his tailor, his 
hosier, and his milliner have conspired to make 
him ? I cohfess, if this person who appeals to me 
had said, he was '^ not a Smart Fellow," there had 
been cause for resentment; but if he stands to it 
that he is one, he leaves no manner of ground for 
misunderstanding. Indeed it is a most lamentable 
thing, that there should be a dispute raised upon a 
man's saying another is what he plainly takes 
to be thought. 
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But this point cannot be 8o well adjusted, as by 
* * of ^ ■ 



inquiriDg what are the sentimeiits of wise nations 
and communities on the use of the sword, and 
from thence conclude whether it is honourable t« 

i 



flrawitaotrequently ornot f AniiiustnouH commoa- 
wealtb of Italy* has preserved itself for many ages, 
without letting one of their subjects handle this de- 
structive iDstrument: always leaving that work to 
snub of mankind as understand the use of a whole 
little, as to make a profession of exposing it 
to cuts and scars. 

But what need we run to such forei^ instances? 
ur own antient and well-governed cities are conspi- 
ous examples to all mankind in their regulabon 
of military atchievements. The chief citizens, like 
the noble Italians, hire mercenaries to carry anns 
in their stead ; and you shall have a fellow of a 
desperate fortune, for the gain of one half crown, 
gn through all the dangers of Tothill-Fields, or the 
Artillery-ground, clap his right Jaw within two 
inches of the touch-hole of a musquet, fire it off, 
and huzza, with as little concern as he tears a 
pullet. t Thus you see to what scorn of dangct 
tliesG mercenaries arrive, out of a mere love of sordid 
gain : but methinks it should take oft' the strong 
prepossession men have in favour of bold actions, 
when they see upon what low motives men aspire to 
them. Do but observe the common practice in tbs 
government of those heroic bodies, our militia and 
lieutenaucieH, the most antient corps of soldiers, 
perhaps, in the universe ; T question, whether there 
IE one instance of an animosity between any two of 
these dlustrious sons of Mars since their institution, 
which was decided by combat? I remember, indeed, 

■ Venice, which declined eagaKiDgla the war of the Grand 
Alliance in 1T02. 

+ The state and iliscipline of the citj train-bands a 
limn was »ery justly a standing aiibject of ridii ' 
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to ba?e read the chronicle of an accident which had 
like to have occasioned bloodshed in the yery field, 
before aU the general officers, though most of them 
were justices of the peace. Captain Crabtree, of 
Birchm-lane, haberdasher, had drawn a bill upon 
major-general Maggot, cheesemonger, in Thames- 
street. Crabtree draws this upon Mr. William Mag- 
got and Company. A country lad receired this 
bill, and not understanding the word company y used 
in drawing bills on men in partnership, carried it 
to Mr. Jeffirey Stitch of Crooked-lane (lieutenant of 
the major-general's company), whom he had the 
day before seen march by the door in all the pomp 
of his commission. The lieutenant accepts it, for 
the honour of his company, since it had come to 
him: but repayment being asked from the m^jor- 
general, he absolutely refuses. Upon this, the lieu- 
tenant ^inks of nothing less than to bring this to a 
rapture, and takes for his second Tobias Armstrong, 
of the Counter,* and sends him with a challenge 
in a scrip of parchment, wherein was written. Stitch 
contra Maggot ; and aU the fury vanished in a mo- 
ment. The major-general gives satisfaction to the 
second, and all was well. 

Hence it is, that the bold spirits of our city are 
kept in such subjection to the civil power. Other- 
wise, where would our liberties soon be, if wealth 
and valour were suffered to exert themselves with 
their utmost force? If such officers as are employed 
in the terrible bands above-mentioned were to draw 
bills as well as swords, these dangerous Captains, 
who could victual an army as well as lead it, would 
be too powerful for the State ; but the point of honour 
justly gives way to that of gain ; and, by long and 
wise regulation, the richest is the bravest man. I 
have known a Captain rise to a Colonel in two days 

* A bum-bailiff. 




by the fall of stocks: and a Mdjof. *y gooj fnSViS, 
near the Monum<mt, asccndeii to that honour by the 
foil ol' tite price of spirits, and th« rising of ri^ 
Nantz. By this ime sense of honour, that Ifcxiy of 
warrioTs are epor in good order and discipline, with 
their colnnrs and coats all whole : as in other bat- 
talions (where their principles of action are less to- 
tid) yon see the men o( service look like spectres, 
with Inng; sides and lank cheeks. In this amy yon 
tnny measure a man's service by his waist, and the 
tnuBt prominent belly is certainty the raon who hu | 
been most upon action. Besides alt this, there is | 
another excellent remark to be Made in the discipline 
of these troops. It being of absolute necessity. Hut i 
the people of Eagland should see wliat they haTe 
for their money, and he eye-witnesses of the advan- 
tages they gam by it, ail battles which are fought 
abroad are represented here. But, since one side 
must be beaten, and the other conquer, which might 
create disputes, the eldest company is always to 
make the other run, and the younger retreate, ac- 
cording to the last news and best intelligence. I 
have myself seen Prince Eug^ene make Catinat fly 
from the backside of Gray's- Inn- lane to Hockley in 
the Hole, and not give over the pursuit until obliged 
to leave the Bear-gardcu on the right, to avoid bei^ 
borne down by fencers, wild-bulls, and monsters, loo 
terrible for the encounter of any heroes, but sudb 
whose lives are their livelihood. 

We have here seen that wise nations do not adtrit 
of lighting, even in the defence of their country, M 
a laudable action ; and they live within tlie walls of 



r own citv in great honour and reputation ivithont 
It would be very necessaty to understand. bV 
what force of tlie climate, food, education, < 



ploymeut, one man's sense is brought to differ so es- 
sentially from that of another ; that one is ridiculous 

' 'contemptible for forbearing a thing which makes 
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for hjs safety; and aaother applauded for consulting: 
bis ruin and destruction. 

It will therefore be necessary for us (to show our 
trayelling) to examine this subject fully, and tell you 
how it comes tp pass, that a man of honour in Spain, 
tiiough you offend him never so gallantly, stabs you 
basely ; in England, though you offend him ever so 
basely, challenges fairly : tiie former kills you out of 
revenge, the latter out of good-breeding. But to 
probe the heart of man in this particular to its utmost 
thoughts and recesses, ] must wait for the return of 
Pacolet, who is now attending a gentleman lately in 
a duel, and sometimes yisits the person by whose 
hand^ he receiyed his wounds. 

Si. James's Ccffee-house, June 13. 

Letters from Vienna of the eighth instant say, 
tbere has been ^ journal of the marches and actions 
of the ]|&ing of Sweden, from the beginning of Ja- 
nuiMTj io the elevei^th of April, N. S. communicated 
by the Swedish Ministers to that Court. These ad- 
vices inform^ that his Swedish Majesty entered the 
territories of Muscovy in February last, with the 
main body of his army, in order to oblige the enemy 
to a general ^ngi^gement; but that, the Muscovites 
declining a battle, and an universal thaw having ren- 
dered the rivers unpassable, the King returned into 
Ukrania. There are mentioned several rencounters 
between considerable detachments of the Swedish 
iMid Russian armies. Marshal Heister intended to 
take his leave of the Court on the day after the dale 
of these letters, and put himself at the head of the 
arviy in Hungary. The malcontents had attempted 
to send in a supply of provision into Newhausel; but 
t|beir design was disappointed by the Germans. 

Advices from Qerun of the fineenth instant, N. S. 
say, thjat his Panish M^sly having received an ' 
vita^on from the King of Prussia to an interr^ 



I 
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designed to come to Putsdani within & few days, Mil 
that King Augustus resolved to accompany lila 
thither. To avoid ull difficulties in ceremony, llu 
three Kings, and all the company who ahull hate 
the honour to sit with ihem at table, are to draw la()i 
and take precedence accordingly. 

They writ« from Hamburgh of the eighteinth in- 
stant, N.S. that some particular lett«rs from Dantzifk 
speak of a late action between the Swedes and Mu»- 
coviten near Jerislaw; but that engagement being 
mentioned from no other place, there is not much 
credit ffiven to this intelligence. 

We near from Bruasela by letters dated the twen- 
tieth, that oil the fouiteentb, in the evening, the Dnkc 
uf Marlborough and Prince Eugene arrived at Cou^ 
tray, with a design to proceed the day following la 
Lisle, in the neighbourhood of which city the confe- 
derate army was to rendezvous the same day. Ad- 
vices from Paris inform us, that the Marshal de 
Bezons is appointed tu command in Dauphine, and 
that the Duke of Berwick Ih set out for Spain, wiUi 
It design to follow the fortunes of the Dukeof Adjou, 
in case the French King should comply with the late 
demands of the allies. 

The Court of France lias sent a circular letter Xo 
nil the governors of the provinces, to recommend tu 
their cDusidemtion his Majesty's late conduct in the 
affair of peace. It is thought fit, in that epistle, W 
condescend to a certain appeal to the people, whe- 
ther it is consistent with the dignity of the Crown, 
ur the French name, tu submit to the preliminaries 
demanded by the confederates ? That letter dwells 
upon the unreasonableness of the allies, in requiring 
his Majesty's assistance in dethroning his grandson; 
and treats this particular in language more suitable 
to it, as it is a topic of oratory, than a real circum- 
stance, on which the interests of nations, 
of State which affect all Europe, 




rbe close of this memorial seems to prepare the 

>p{e to expect all events, attributing the confidence 

ute eneif^y to the goodness of their troops ; but 

JEnowleding that his sole dependence is upon the 

tt^ention of Providence. 
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n9^r% estfanagQ Ub^lU. 

jTvy. S9X. i. 85, SO. 

Hf^te'eK n^n 4Pb 9^ ^J> OT thiipi^, or dxeam, 

Our mot^i l^p^ seizes foj^ ita theme. V« 

WkU^s Chocolate-hoitue, Jutne 14. 

Having a yei^ solid respect for iMuna^ liia^ure, 
however i^ is cUstor^ fcojopk its natural n\ak:e by af- 
fectation^ humour, cvstom, misfortuAe^i out ▼ice, j <)o 
apply myseV ^ my friends^ to, help me in raiswg 
argum^ts for preserving it, ip all its individuejs, as 
long as it is pennitted. l^o one of my letters on this 
subject I hav^ received the following answ^i; : 

"Sir, 

** In answer to your question. Why men of sense, 
virtue, and experience, are seen still to comply with 
that ridiculous custom of duelling? I mus^ desire 
you to reflect, that custom has dished up in ruffs the 
wisest heads of our ancestors, and put the best of 
the present age into huge falbala periwigs. Men of 
sense would not impose such incumbrances on them- 
selves, but be glad they might show their faces de- 
cently in public upon easier terms. If then such 
men appear reasonably slaves to the fashion, in what 
regards the figure of their persons, we ought not 

t3 
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^H wonder, that tbey are at least su in whatseenulo 
^H touch their reputations. Besides, you cannot bt 
^H ignorant, that dress and chivalry have been ahntji 
^H encouraged by the ladies, as the two principil 
^M branches of ^llantry. It is to avoid being sneered 
^1 at for his Hin^utarity. and from a desire to appeu 
^H more agreeable to his mistress, that u wise, expe- 
^H rieoced, and polite man complies with the dr«H 
^H commonly received, and is prevejled upon to violale 
^B his reason and principles, in hazarding: his lif« ud 
^r etitate by a till, as well as sutTering bis pleasures to 
be constrained and suureil by the constant appre- 
hension of a quarrel. This is the more surprising, 
because men of the most delicate sense and prio' 
ciples have naturally Id other cases a particular re- 
jiugnaiice in uccommodatiug themselves to the 
maxims of the world : but one may easily disUoguisli 
the mau that is affected with beauty, and the repu- 
tation of a tilt, from liim who cciinplies with holh, 
merely as tbey are imposed upon him by custom; 
for, in the former you will remark an air of vanity 
and triumph ; whereas, wlien the latter appears in t 
long Duvitlier' full of powder, or has decided i 
quarrel by the sword, you may perceive in his fece, 
that ho appeals to custom for an excuse. I think it 
may not he improper to inquire into the genealogy of 
this chimerical monster called a Duel, which I take 
to be an illegitimate species of the ancient knight 
errantry. By the laws of this whim, the heroic per- 

— u yf gallantry, was indispensably obhgod 

1 armour a certain number of years in thci 
chace of monsters, encounter them at the peril of hi> 
life, and suSer great hardships, in order to gain th« 
alTection of the fair lady, and qualify himself for 
amusing the btlk air; that is, of a pretty fellow, or 
man of honour, according to the fashion ; but, sinca 
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the pablishing of Don Quixote, and extinction of 
the race of dragons, which Seutonius says happened 
in that of Wandey,* the gallant and heroic spirits of 
tibese latter times have been under the necessity of 
creating new chimerical monsters to entertain them- 
selves with, by way of single combat, as the only 
proofs they are able to give their own sex, and the 
ladies, that they are in all points men of nice honour. 
But, to do justice to the antient and real monsters, 
I must observe, that they never molested those who 
were not of a humour to hunt for tliem in woods and 
deserts; whereas, on the contrary, our modern mon- 
sters are so familiarly admitted and entertained in 
aU the courts and cities of Europe (except France), 
that one can scalrcely be in the most humanized so- 
ciety without risking one's life ; the people of the 
best sort, and the fine gentlemen of the age, being so 
fond of them, that they seldom appear in any public 
place without one. I have some further considera- 
tions upon this subject, which, as you encourage 
me, shall be communicated to you by. Sir, a cousm 
but one remove from the best family of the Staffs ; 
namely. Sir, your humble servant, kinsman, and 
friend, " Tim Switch." 

It is certain that Mr. Switch has hit upon the 
true source of this evil ; and that it proceeds only 
from the force of custom, that we contradict our- 
selves in half the particulars and occurrences of life. 
But such a tyranny in love, which the fair impose 
upon us, is a little too severe; that we must demon- 
strate our affection for them by no certain proof but 
hatred to one another, or come at them (only as one 
does at an estate) by survivorship. This way of ap- 
plication to gain a lady's heart is taking her, as we ao 

* In humourous Ttrritings one may be led to search for 
(quotations no where to be found in the authors referred to, a« 
appears from this passage. 
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towns ftiid caHtleH, by disCe^sing the i)l9C«i t^nd letr 
ting noue come near them without our pass. We(B 
such a lover once to write the truth of his heart, 
and let her know his whole tliougUts, he wowW aft- 
near iiideed to h^ve a passion for her ; b«t it would 
hardly be called love. The billet-doux WQuld niC 
to this purpose : 

" Madam, 
" I have so tender a regard for you aud yiwrili- 
terests, that I will knock any man otv the fiewl 
whom I observe to be of my mind, and like yoil. 
Mr. Trueman, tJie other d^, looked at you in so lun,- 
guishing a manner, that 1 am reHolved to ruq bin 
through to-morrow morning, Tlit^, 1 think, (ic ifi- 
serveii, for his guilt jn udmirinj; you : than wbic^ t 
cannot have a greater rcavon for murdering him, e*- 
cept it be that you alao approve lum. Whoever 
says, he dies for you, 1 will make Ids words good: 
for I will kill him. t am. Madam, your most ob^ 
dient humble servant." 

From my own Apartment, Jvne 14, 
I am just come hither at ten at nigiht, and hsTa 
ever since bis been in the most celebrated, though 
most nauseous company in town : the two leaders 
of the society were a Critic and a Wit. These tfl;o 
gentlemen are great opponents on all occasions; d<A 
discerning that they are nearest each other in tem- 
per and talents of any two classes of men in the 
world; for, to profess Judgment, and to profess 
wit, both arise from the sama failure ; which 'm 
of judgment. The poverty of the Critic tliiq 
^ ' ' ■ of his fi ' - ■ ' 

servation I have always made, that of all mortals a 

Critic is the silliest; for, by inuring himself to 

' le all things, whetherthey are of consec 



^1 servatioj 
H Critic i) 



way proceeds from the abuse of liis faculty ; that of 
'** Wit, iromtheneglectof it. It is a particular ob- 



insegueBC^ 
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or not, he never looks upon any thing but with a 
design of passing sentence upon it; by which means 
he is never a companion, but always a censor. This 
makes him earnest upon trifles, and dispute on the 
most indifferent occasions with vehemence. If he 
offers to speak or write, that talent which should ap> 
prove the work of the other faculties prevents their 
operation. He comes upon action in armour, but 
without weapons ; he stands in safety, but can gain 
no glory. The Wit, on the other hand, has been 
harried so long away by imagination only, that 
judgment seems not to have even been one of his na- 
tural faculties. This gentleman takes himself to be 
as much obliged to be merry, as the other to be 
grave.' A thorough Critic is a sort of Puritan in the 
polite world. As an enthusiast in religion stumbles 
at the ordinary occurrences of life, if he cannot quote 
Scripture examples on the occasion ; so the Critic is 
never safe in his speech or writing, without he has, 
among the celebrated writers, an authority for the 
truth of his sentence. You will believe we had a 
very good time with these brethren, who were so far 
out of the dress of their native country, and so lost 
in its dialect, that they were as much strangers to 
themselves, as to their relation to each other. They 
took up the whole discourse : sometimes the Critic 
grew passionate ; and when reprimanded by the VV it 
for any trip or hesitation in his voice, he would an- 
swer, ** Mr. Dry den makes such a character, on such 
an occasion, break off in the same manner; so that 
the stop was according to nature, and as a man in a 
passion, should do." The Wit, who is as far gone in 
letters as himself, seems to be at a loss to answer 
such an apology ; and concludes only that though 
his anger is justly vented, it wants lire in the utter- 
ance. If wit is to be measured by the circumstances 
of time and place, there is no man has generally 
so little of that talent as he who is a Wit by i^tofe^- 
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■ion. What be xayK, instead of arising from tbe oc- 
cttvioii, has an occasion invenled to brio)^ it iu. TUns 
he i» new tor no other reason, but that he tilling like 
nobody kIsk : but has takes up a method for hi» ova, 
without commerce of dialogue witli otliet people. 
Thu lively Jaiiper Dactyle in one of tliis uhuivcter. 
He Heemii to have made a vow to be witty to hi* 
life's end. When you meet him," What do you 
think," says he, " 1 liave beiu entertaining iByjielf 
with?'' Then out somen a jircmeditated turu; la 
which it in to nu purpose to answer, for he goes on in 
the sume strain of thought he designed without your 
speaking. Therefore 1 have n general aaswei to all 
he cun aay; as, "Sure there neverwas wiy creatutu 
hud so much lire I" Spondeei who i« a critjc, is let- 
iloni out of this fire ratin'B oompany. Tliey Imvo no 
luunner of affection for each oth«r, but keep togotba 
like Novel and Uldfox in tlie Plain Dealer, becauK 
they show each oilier. 1 know Aeveiul men uf seOM 
who can be diverted with this couple ; but I He« Da 
curiosity in the thing ; except it be, that Spondee it 
dull, and seems duU; but Dactyle is btavy with a 
brisk face. It niuet be owned also, that Dactyle 
has almost vigour enough to bu a coxcomb; but 
.Spondee, by the lowneas of his coiialitution, is only 
a blockhead. 

f. Jamet'i Coff'ee-hmte, June IS. 

We have no particular!* of moment since oat Iwti 
except it be, that the copy of the following originiil 
Ictler came by the way of Ostend. It is aaid to uave 
been found in tiie closet of Monsieur ChamiUaid, 
the late secretary of state of France, since bis dis- 
;e. It was signed by two brothers of the famous 
alUer*, who led the Cevennois, and had a pei- 

\B Cavalliar wan the cnlebraied leadi-r of llic Francb 
t^ltrslonta in the Cevvonee, wben tbey ogfiottA Uy ^ 
' • flli^ XIV. 
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sottd inteiViie^ with the king, as well as a capitula- 
tiod to lay Ho'Wh his ankis, afid leave the dominions 
of Fraikcift. There are many other names to it; 
idiltMg ^tr|if6i& is the chief of the family of the mar- 
Mfis Gukcard. It is not yet known whether Mon- 
sieur €%aAnllard had any real design to favour the 
FhitestfCnt interest, or oAly thought to place himself 
4i ihe head of iiie people, to make him considerable 
^iiottgh to oppose his enemies at court, and reinstate 
|jtobii6lf in po^efr there. 

"Sir, 

** We bttve read your Majesty's letter to Ae go- 
Teriiors of your provinces, with instructions what 
4sentiiiKiitB tb insinuate into the minds of your peo- 
|ile : but as you have always acted upon the maxim> 
that we were made for you, and not you for us, we 
must take leave to assure your Majesty, that we are 
exactly of the contrary opinion ; and must desire 
you to send foit yoirir grandson home, and acquaint 
him, that you now know, by experietfce, absolute 
power is only a vertigo in the brain of princes, which 
for a time may quicken their motion, and double in 
their diseased sight the instances of power above 
thelih; but must end at last in their fall and destruc- 
tion. Your meihorial speaks you a good father of 
your family, but a very ill one of your people. Your 
Majesty is reduced to hear truth, when you are 
obliged to speak ft. There is no governing any but 
savages by o^tfyer methods than their own consent ; 
'#hi'ch yoU seeida to Acknowledge, in appealing to u§ 
for onr opinion of your conduct tA treating of peace. 
Had your people been always of your council, the 
king of France had never been reduced so low as to 
acknowledge his anns were fallen into conteihpt. 
Bilt since it is thus. We must ask, how is any man of 
Fratt<^, bttt tliey of tfae house^of Bourbon, the better^ 



I 



lliBt Philip iH kiti^ of Spain? Wc have outgrown 
that folly, ofpUciDguurhappiDesa in your Majtsty'i 
being called. The Great. Therefore you and we are 
all alike Imnkrupts, and undone ; let us not deceiTB 
DurHelves, but compound with our adveraaiies, ud 
not talk like their equals. Your Majesty muat for- 
give u^, that we cannot wish you success, or lead 
you help; for, if you lose one battle more, we mij 
nave a nand in the peace you make ; and doubt not 
but your JVf^eiity's faith in treaties will require (he 
ratilication of the States of your kiiif^dom. So we 
bid you heartily farewell, until we have the honour 
to meet you assembled in parliament. This happy 
t^xpectation makes us willing; to wait the event ot' 
another campaign ; from whence we hope to be railed 
from the misery of slaves, to the privileges of sub- 
jects. We are your Majesty's truly faithful ud 
loyal subjects, &c. 



N" 80. SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1' 

(Juicquiil agunt hotaia 

WhalfW men do, or any, orlliink, or dream, 
Our muttey paper seizes for il» theme. 

From my own Apartment, Jwne 1 
The vigilance, the anx.iety, the tenderness, wm 
bave for the good people of England, I am persua- 
ded, will in time be much commended; but 1 doubt 
whether they will be ever rewarded. However, I 
must go on cheerfully in my work of reformatiou: 
that being my great design, 1 am studious lo prevent 
my labour's increasing upon me; therefore am parti- 
cularly ot'servant of the temper and ioclinations of 
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cfaiidhood and youth, that we may not gite vice and 
-iMy supplies from the growing generation. It is 
hardly to be imagined how useful this study is, and 
what great evils or benefit arise from putting us in 
our tender years to what we are fit or unfit; there- 
fore on Tuesday last (with a design to sound their 
inclinations) I took three lads, who are under my 
guardianship, a-rambling, in a hackney-coach, to 
diow them the town; as the lions, the tombs, Bed- 
lam, and the other places which are entertainments 
to raw minds, because they strike forcibly on the 
fancy. The boy.s are brothers, one of sixteen, the 
other of fourteen, the other of twelve. The first was 
his father's darling, the second his mother's, and the 
third mine, who am their uncle. Mr. William is a 
iad of true genius ; but, being at the upper end of a 
great school, and having all the boys below him, his 
arrogance is insupportable. If I begin to show a 
little of my Latin, he immediately interrupts : '* Uncle, 
under favour, that which you say is not understood 
in that manner." '^ Brother," says my boy Jack, 
''you do not show your manners much in contradict- 
ing my uncle Isaac ! " " You queer cur," says Mr. 
William, '* do you think my uncle takes any notice 
of such a dull rogue as you are?" Mr. William goes 
on, *' He is most^tupid of all my mother's children : 
he knows nothing of his book : when he should mind 
that, he is hiding or hoarding his taws and marbles, 
or laying up farthings. His way of thinking is, four 
and twenty farthings make six-pence, and two six- 
pences a shilling; two shillings and sixpence half a 
crown, and two half crowns five shillings. So with- 
in these two months the close hunks has scraped up 
twenty shillings, and we will make him spend it all 
before he comes home." Jack immediately claps 
his hands in both pockets, and turns as pale as 
ashes. There is nothing touches a parent (and such 
I am to Jack) so nearly as provident conduct. This 
VOL I. u 
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lad has in him tht; true temper for a good 
a kind futlier, and an honest executor. All the j 
great people, you see make coniiidcrable figures i^ 
ue txchange, Jn court, and Bometimes in senatetr 
are such as in reality have no greater faculty tliu 
what may be called human instinct, which is a. natu- 
ral tendency to their own preservation, and that of 
their friends, witiiout being capable of strikingoulnf 
the road for adventures. There is Sir William 8ci^ 
was of thix sort of capacity from his childhood; m 
has bought the country round him, and makei a. bar- 
gain better than Sir Harry Wildfire, with all hii wit . 
and humour. Sir Harry never wants money but be 
comea to Scrip, laughs at him half an hour, and then i 
gives bond for the other thousand. The close mu 
are incapable of placing merit any where but in their ' 

[leuce, and therefore gain it: whde others, whohne 
arger capacity, arc diverted from the pursuit by en- 
joyments which can be supported only by that caib 
which they despise ; and therefore are in the eu 
slaves to their mferiors, both in fortune and undei* 
standiog. I once heard a man of excellent sense ob- 
serve, that more affairs in the world failed by being 
in the hands of men of too large capacities for dieir 
business, than by being in the conduct of such at 
wanted abilities to execute them. Jack therefore, 
being of a plodding make, shall be a citizen : and I 
design him to be the refuge of the family in their ^i- 
tress, as well as their jest in prosperity. Bip bro- 
ther Wilt shall go to Oxford with all speed; where, 
if he does not arrive a.t being a man of sense, he viU 
soon be informed wherein he is a coxcomb. Therf 
ii} in that place jsuch a true spirit of raillery and 
humour, that if they cannot make you a vriae mU| 
they will certainly let you know you are a fooli 
which is alt my cousin wants, to cease to be soa 
Thus having taken these two out of the way, I havt 
le'iKure to look at m^ Itvvvd lad. I observe in the 
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young rogae a natural sabtiety of mind, which dis- 
coTers itself rather in forbearing to declare his thoughts 
on any occasion, than in any visible way of exerting 
kimself in discourse. For which reason I will place 
him where, if he commits no faults, he may go far- 
mer thaD those in other stations, though they excel 
in Yirtaes. The boy is well-fashioned, and will easily 
ikll into a graceful manner; wherefore, I have a 
design to make him a page to a great lady of my 
acquaintance; by which means he will be well skil- 
led in the common modes of life ; and make a greater 
progress in the world by that knowledge, than with 
the gpreatest qualities without it. A good mien 
in a courts will carry a man greater lengths than a 
good understanding in any other place. We see a 
world of pains taken, and the best years of life spent, 
in qollecting a set of thoughts in a college for the 
conduct of life ; and, after all, the man so qualified 
shall hesitate in his speech to a good suit of cloaths, 
and want common sense before an agreeable woman. 
Hence it is, that wisdom, valour, justice, and learn- 
ing cannot keep a man in countenance that is pos- 
sessed with these excellences, if he wants that in- 
ferior art of life and behaviour, called good-breeding. 
A man endowed with great perfections, without this, 
is like one who has his pockets full of gold, but al- 
ways wants change for his ordinary occasions. 

Will Courtly is a living instance of this truth, and 
has had the same education which I am giving my 
nephew. He never spoke a thing but what was 
said before, and yet can converse with the wittiest 
men without being ridiculous. Among the learned, 
he does not appear ignorant, nor with the wise, in- 
discreet. Living in conversation from his infancy, 
makes him nowhere at a loss ; and a long familiarity 
with the persons of men is, in a manner, of the same 
service to him, as if he knew their arts. As ceremony 
is the invention of wise men, to keep fools ^t ^ ^^- 



taoce'i BO good- breeding is au expedient to ■ 
I'ools and wise men equula. 

WilFi Coffve-houie, June 17. 
The auspenaion of the playhouse has made me 
mve nothing to send you from hence; but, cairmg 
lere this evening, I found the party I usually sit 
with, upon the busineaa of writing, and examining 
what was the handsomest style in whicli to address 
women, andtowriteletters of gallantry. Manywere 
the opinions which were immediately declared on 
this subject. Some were for a certain sofloeasi 
something inexpressibly tender. When it came to 
me, I aaid there was no rule in the world to be made 
for writing letters, but that of being as near what 
you would speak face to face, as you can ; wbicfaisso 
great a truth, that I am of opinion, writing has lost 
more mistresaes than any one mistake in Uie whole 
legend of love. Por, when you write to a lady foi 
whom you have a solid and honourable passion, the 
i^Teat idea you have of her, joined to a quick sense 
of her absence, fiUa your mind with a sort of ten- 
tlemess, that gives your language too much the air 
of complaint, which is seldom successful. For a 
mau may flatter himself as he pleases; but he will 
find that the women have more understanding in 
their own affairs than we have ; and women of spinl 
are not to be won by mourners. He that can keep 
handsomely within rules, and support the carriage 
)f a companion to his miatress, is much more likely 
,0 prevnil, than he who letshersee that the whole relist 
of his life depends upon her. If possible, therefore, 
divert your miatreas, rather than sigh for her. The 
pleasant man she will desire for her own sake; but 
the languishing lover has nothing to hope for, but 
her pity. To show the difference, I produce twu 
letters a lady gave me, which had been writ by two 
g;€ntlemen who pretended to her, but were 
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the next day after the date, at the battle of Almanza. 
One of them was a mercurial, gay-humoured man ; 
the other, a man of a serious, but a great and gallant 
sprit. Poor Jack Careless ! this is his letter : you 
see Immt it is folded: the air of it i^ so negligent, 
one might haye read half of it by peeping into it, 
without breaking it open. He had no exactness. 

<< Madam, 

'' It is a very pleasant circumstance I am in, that 
while I ahoold be thinking of the good comipany we 
are to meet with in a day or two, where we shaJl go 
to ioggeiheads, my thoughts are running upon a fair 
oiemy in England. I was in hopes I had left you 
there; but you follow the camp, though I haye en- 
dearoured to make some of our leaguer ladies* drive 
yoB'out of the field. All my comfort is, you are 
more troublesome to my colonel than myself: I per- 
mit you to visit me only now and then ; but he down- 
ri|^ keeps you. I laugh at his honour, as far as 
ma gra vity will allow me : but I know him to be a 
man of too much merit to succeed with a woman; 
Therefore defend your heart as well as you can : I 
shall come home this winter irresistibly dressed, and 
with quite a new foreign air. And so I had like to 
say, I rest; but, alas! I remain, madam, your most 
obedient, most humble servant, 

"John Careless." 

Now for Colonel Constant's epistle ; you see it is 
folded and directed with the utmost care : 

"Madam, 

" I do myself the honour to write to you this eyen- 
iqg^ because I believe to-morrow will be the day of 
battle ; and something forbodes in my breast that I 
shall fall in it. If it prove so, I hope you will hear 

* Women who accompmiy the army-. 

u3 
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1 have done nothing below a man who bod the love 
of his country, quickened by a passion lor a wonuui 
uf boDouT. If there be any thing noble in going to 
a certain death ; if there be aay merit, that I meet it 
witli pleasure, by promising myself a place in your 
esteem ; if your applause, when I aui no more, b 
preferable to the moat glorious life without you ; 1 
Nay, madam, if any of these considerations can b8v« 
weight with you, you will give me a kind place in 
your memory, which I prefer to the glory of CiesaT- 
I hope this will be read, as it is writ, with tears." 

The beloved lady is a woman of a sensible mind; 
but she has confeHsed to me, that after all her tne 
and Kolid value for Cunstant, she had much more 
concern for the toss of Careless. These noble and 
serious spirits have sometluug; equal to the adver- 
sities they rneet with, and cuuseijuently lessen the 
objects of pity. Great accidents seem not cut out 
so much for men of familiar characters, which maka 
them more easily pitied, aud soon after beloved. 
Add to this, that tlie sort of love which generally 
succeeds, is a stranger to awe and distance. I askra 
Romana, whether of the two she should have chosen, 
had Uiey survived ? She said, she knew she ought 
to have taken Constant; but believed she should 
have chosen Careless. 

Si, Jameia Coffee-house, June 17- 
Letters from Lisbon, of the ninth instant, N. 8. 
say, tliat the enemy's army, having blocked up 
Olivenza, was posted on tlie Guardians. The Por- 
tuguese are very apprehensive that the garrison of 
that place, though it consists of five of the best 
regiments of their army, will be obliged to surren- 
der, if not timely relieved ; they not being supplied 
with provisions for more than six weeks. Here- 
upon their generals held a council of war on tlie 
fourth instant, wherein it was concluded lo advance 
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towards Badajos. With this design, the army de- 
camped on the fifth from Jerumena, and marched 
to Cancaon. It is hoped, that if the enemy follow 
tiieir motions, they may have opportunity to put a 
sufficient quantity of provision and ammunition into 
Oliyenza. 

%* Mr Bickerstaff gives notice to all persons that 
dress themselves as they please, without regard to 
decorum (as with blue and red stockings in mourning, 
tucked cravats, and night-cap wigs, before people 
of the first quality), that he has yet received no nne 
for indulging them in that liberty ; and that he ex- 
pects their compliance with this demand, or that 
they go home immediately, and shift themselves. 
This is further to acquaint the town, that the report 
of the hosiers, toymen, and milliners, having com- 
pounded with Mr. Bickerstaff for tolerating such 
enoimities, is utterly false and scandalous. 
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Qi^tcgtcid ngwd homines 

nostri est farrago libelU, / 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Grecian Coffee-house^ Jwn/e 18. 

In my dissertation against the custom of -single 
conibat, it has been objected, that there is not learn- 
ing, or much reading shown therein, which is the 
very life and soul of all treatises : for which reason, 
being always easy to receive admonitions and reform 
my errors, I thought fit to consult this learned board 
on the subject. Upon proposing some doubts > and 




dcsirinf their assistaoce, a r«y hop«M foodgetf 
tlemtui, my relation, who is to be called to the bar 
within a year and a hsif at fartht^t, told me, lliiE 
he had ever since I first mentioned duelliue- itmei} 
bis he&d that way; and that be was principally 
moved thereto, bt^cause he desired to follow (lie 
circuits in the north of Kngland and south of 8cot' 
land, and to reside mostly at his own eMMe tt 
l-andbadernawK* in CardiKanshire. The nortfwn 
Britons and th<; southern Scots are a wann pet^il^ 
and the Welsh "a nation of gentlemen;" so tlUl 
it behoved him to understand well the science at 
quarreliing. The young^ gentleman proceeded ad- 
roirabiy well, and gave the board an account th>l 
be had read " I'itzberbert'st Grand Abridgement" 
and bad found that duelling is a very antieni part of 
the law ; for when a man is sued, be it for fata life 
or his land, the person tliat joins the issue, wfae- 
tlier plaintiff or defendant, may pnt the trial npoB 
the duel. Further, he argued, under favour of the 
Court, that when the issue is joined by the duel, in 
treason, orother capital crimes, the par^ accused and 
the accuser must fight in their own proper persons: 
but if the dispute be for lands, you may hire i 
champion at Hockley in the Hole, or any where 
else. This part of the law we bad from the SaioiiB ; 
and they had it, as also the trial by ordeal, from 
the LaplanderH. It is indeed agreed, said he, the 
southern and eastern nations never knew any thing 
of it; for though the antient Romans would scold 
and call names filthily, yet there is not an example 
of a challenge that ever passed among them. 

His quoting the eastern nations put another geO' 
tieman In mind of an account he had from a boal^ 

■ There U do sucb place. 11 is probable Llanbadtrti Vaxt 
In Canlignusbire is intended. 

t A book published under 
Kitiherbert, onu uf tbe judges ii 
"'thor died ir 
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swain of an £ast-Indiaman ; which wasi that a 
Chinese had tricked and bubbled him, and that when 
he came to demand satisfaction the next morning, 
and like a true tar of honour called him a son of 
a whore, liar, dog, and other rough appellatives, 
used by. persons conversant with winds and waves, 
the Chinese, with great tranquillity, desired him 
" not to come abroad fasting, nor put himself into 
a heat, for it would prejudice his health." Thus the 
East knows nothing of this gallantry. 

There sat at the left of the table a person of ve- 
nerable aspect, who asserted, that ** half the im- 
positions which ate put upon these ages have been 
transmitted by writers who have given too great 
pomp and magnificence to the exploits of the antient 
bear-garden, and made their glacQators, by fabulous 
tradition, greater than Gorman* and others of Great 
Britain." He informed the company that *' he had 
searched authorities for what he said, and that a 
learned antiquary, Humphrey Scarecrow, Esquire, 
of Hockley in the Hole, recorder to the bear-garden, 
was then writing a discourse on the subject. It ap- 
pears by the best accounts," says this gentleman, 
" that the high names which are used among us with . 
so great veneration, were no other than stage-fighters, 
and worthies of the antient bear-garden. The re- 
nowned Hercules always carried a quarter-staff, and 
was from tiience called Claviger*. A learned chro- 
nologist is about proving what wood this staff was 
made of; whether oak, ash, or crab-tree. The first 
trial of skill he ever performed was with one Cacus, 
a deer-stealer ; the next was with Typhonus, a giant 
of forty feet, four inches. Indeed it was unhappily 
recorded, that meeting at last with a sailor's wife. 
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Gorman is mentioned in the epilogue to Lansdowne's 
'* Jew of Venice/' and is there explained to have been a 
piize-figbter. 

» " Clttb-hearcr." 
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sbe made his staff of prowess serve hei" own nse, 
and dwindle sway to a dialaff : she clapped tiira on 
an old tar jacki't of her husband ; so thut this great 
hero drooped like a scabbed sheep. Him his con- 
temporary Theseus succeeded in the bear-gardeti, 
which honour he held for many years. 'Iliis grand 
duellist went to Mell, and was the only one of that 
sort that ever came back aEiiin. As for Achilles 
and Hector (as the ballads ot those times mention), 



it ; his mother, who was an oyster-woman, having 
t(ot a blacksmith of Lemnos to make her son's wea- 
pons. There is a pair of trusty Trojans in a song of 
Viri^il, that were mnious for handling their gauntiets. 
Dares and Bntelhis ; and indeed it does appear, 
they fought no sham-prize." 

The Roman bear-)(arden was abundantly more 
magnificent than any thing Greece could boast of; 
it flourished most under those delights of mankind, 
Nero and Domitian. At one time it is recorded, 
four hundred senators entered tiie list, and thought 
- itanhunourtobecudgelh^iiandquartersLulfed. I ob- 
( serve the Lanistse were the people chiefly employed; 
which makes me imagine our Sear-garden cogned 
much after this, the butchers being the greatest 

Thus far the glory and honour of the hear-gordea 
stood secure; until fate, that irresistible ruler of 
sublunary things, in that universal ruin of arts, and 
politer learning, by those savage people, the Ooth 
and Vandals, destroyed and levelled it to tiie mimd. 
Then fell the grandeur and bravery of the Roman 
state ; until at last the warlike genius (but accom- 
panied with more courtesy) revived in the Christian 
world under those puissant champions. Saint Geoive, 
Saint Dennis, and other dignified heroes : one kilkd 
his dragon, anuthe.i \iih Uon, &ud were all afterwards 



canonized for it^ baying red letters* before them to 
illustrate dieir martial temper. Tie Spanish nation^ 
it must be owned, were devoted to gallantry and 
chivalry above the rest of the world. What a great 
figure does that great name, Don Quixote, make in 
history ! How shines this glorious star in the western 
world ! O renowned hero ! O mirror of knighthood ! 

Thy brandish'd whinyard all the world defies, 
And kills as sure as Del Toboso's ^es. 

I am forced to break off abruptly; being sent for 
in haste with my rule, to measure the degree of an 
a£Bront, before the two gentlemen (who are now in 
their breeches and puinps, ready to engage behind 
Montague-house) have made a pass. 

From my own Apartment, June 18. 

It is an unreasonable objection, I find, against 
my labours, that my stock is not all my own, and, 
therefore, the kind of reception I have met with, is 
not so deserved as it ought to be. . But I hope, 
though it be never so true ths^t I am obliged to my 
friends for laying their cash in my hancb ; since I 
give i^ them again when they please, and leave them 
at their liberty to call * it home, it will not hurt me 
with my gentle readers. Ask all the merchants 
who act upon consignmepts, where is the necessity 

S* they answer readily what their correspondents 
aw) of their being wealthy themselves ? Ask the 
greatest bankers, if all the men they deal with were 
to draw at once, what would be the consequence ? 
But indeed a country friend has writ me a letter 
which gives me a great mortification ; wherein I 
find I am so far from expecting a supply from thence, 
that some have not heard of me, and the rest do not 
understand me : his epistle is as follows : 

• An allusion to the ruMcks in the Roman missals. 
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" Dear Couaia, 
" I thought, when I left the towu, to have raiaed 
TOUT fame here, and helped you to support it by 
iDtelUgeuce from hence ; bnt, alas ! they had never 
heard of the Tatler until I brought down a set. I 
lent it from house to house ; but they asked me 
what they meant. I began to enlighten them by 
telling who and who were supposed to be intended 
by the characters drawn : I said, for instance, Chloe 
and Clarissa are two eminent toasts. A gentleman, 
who keeps his greyhound and gun, and one would 
think might know better, told me, he supposed they 
were PapUhes ; for their names were not English. 
'Then,' said he, ' why do you call live people 
toasts V I answered, ' That was a new name, found 
out by the wits, to make the lady have the same effect, 
as burridge in the glass when a man is drinking. 
But,' says I, ' Sir, 1 perceive this to you is all bam- 
boozling ; why, you look as if you were Don Dtejjo'd 
to the tune of a thousand pounds.' All this good 
language was lost upon him : he only stared, though 
he is as good a scholar as any layman in the town, 
e;[cept the barber. Thus, cousin, you must be 
content with London for the centre of your wealth 
and fame ; we have no relish for you. Wit must 
describe its proper circumference, and not go beyond 

>it; lest, like little boys when diey straggle out of 
their own parish, it may wander to places where it 
is not known, and be lost. Since it is so, you must 
excuse me, that I am forced at a visit to sit silent, 
and only lay up what excellent tlnngs pass at such 
conversations. 

" This evening I was with a couple of young 
ladies ; one of them has the character of the pret- 
tiest company, yet really f thought her bnt silly; 
the other, who talked a great deal less, I observed 
to have understanding. The lady, who is reckoned 
such, a companion among her acquaintance, has 
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only, with a very brisk air, a knack of saying the 
commonest things; the other, with a sly serious 
one, says home things enough. The first, mistress 
Giddy, is very quick ; but the second, mistress 
Slim, fell into Giddy's own style, and was as good 
company as she. Giddy happens to drop her glove ; 
Slim readies it to her. * Madam,' says Giddy, * I 
hope you will have a better office.' Upon which 
Slim immediately repartees, and sits in her lap, and 
cries, ' Are you not sorry for my heaviness V The 
sly wench pleased me, to see how she hit her height 
of understanding so well. We sat down to dinner. 
Says Giddy, mighty prettily, * Two hands in a dish, 
and one in a purse.' Says Slim, ' Ay, madam, the 
more the merrier ; but the fewer the better cheer.' 
I quickly took the hint, and was as witty and talk- 
ative as they. Says I, 

" He that will not when he may, 
" When he will, he shall have nay ;" 

and so helped myself. Giddy turns about ; * What, 
have you found your tongue V * Yes,' says I, ' it is 
, manners to speak when J am spoken to ; but your 
greatest talkers are the least doers, and the still sow 
eats up all the broth.' * Ha ! ha !' says Giddy, ' one 
would think he had nothing in him ; and do you 
hear how he talks, when he pleases !' I grew im- 
mediately roguish and pleasant to a degree, in the 
same strain. Slim, who knew how good company 
we had been, cries, * You will certainly print this 
bright' conversation.' 

** It is so ; and hereby you may see how small an 
appearance the prettiest things said in company 
make, when in print." 

St. Jameses Coffee-house, May 20. 

A mail from Lisbon has brought advices, of June 
the twelfth, from the king of Portugal's army en- 
camped at Torre Allegada, wVudiVaioxm* \vs.> ^^ 
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tbe ^n<>r*l of die anny calletl a court martial o 
fourUi at the camp of Jerumen, where it was re- 
solved lo march with a design to attempt the succour 
of Olivensa. Accordinj^y the army moved on the 
lit'th. and inarched towards Badajos. Upon their 
approach, the Marquis de Bay detached so gratt 
a party from the blockade of Olivensa, that the 
Marquis das Minas, at the head of a large detacb- 
nieni, covered a great convoy of provision* toward* 
Olivenza, which threw In their stores, and marched 
buck to their army without molestation from the 
Spaniards. Th«y add, that each army must neces- 
sarily march into quarters within twenty days. 
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•,• Whosoever can discover a surgeon's apprentice 
who fell upon Mr. Bickerslaff's messenger, or (a» 
the printers call him) Devil, going to the press, and 
tore out of his hand part of his Essay against Duels, 
in the fragments of which were the words, ' you lie,' 
and * man of honour,' taken up at tlie Temple-gate; 
and the words, ' perhaps' — ' may he not,' — ' by your 
leave. Sir,' — and other terms of provocation, taken 
up at the door of Young Man's Coffee-house, shall 
receive satisfaction from Mr, Morphew, besides a set 
of arguments to be spoken to any man in a passion ; 
which, if the said enraged man listens to, will pre- 
vent quarrelling. 

t++ Mr. BickerstalTdDeshereby give notice. That 
he has taken the two famous Universities of this land 
under his immediate ciue ; and does hereby promise 
all tutors and pupils, that he will hear what can be 
said of each side between them, and to correct them 
impartially, by placing them in orders and classes id 
the learned world, according to their merit. 
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Qtiicquid.agunt homine B i ■ 

nostri est farrago libeUu 

Juv. Sat. L 85, 86. 

Wliate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream^ 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-house, May 22. 

An. answer to the following letter being absolutely 
necessary to be dispatched with all expedition, I 
must trespass upon all that come with hoary ques- 
tions into my anti-chamber, to give the gentleman 
my opinion. 

To Isaac Biokbrstaff, Esquire. 

Sir, Jvne 18, 1709. 

** I know not whether you ought, to pity or laugh 
at me ; for I am fallen desperately in love with a. 
professed Platonne, the most unaccountable creature 
of. her sex. To hear her talk s^raphics, and run 
over Norris, and More, and Milton, and the whole 
set of iptellectual triflers, torments me heartily; 
for, to a lover who understands metaphors, all this 
pretty prattle of ideas gives very fine idews of plea- 
sure, which Qftly the dear declaimer prevents, by 
imdersti^nding them litcirally : why should she wish 
tq be a cherubim, when it is flesh and blood ^at 
mak^s. h^ adors^le? If I speak to her^ that is a 
higjii breach of the idea of intuition; if I ofkt at 
her hand or Up, sike shrinks from the touch like a 
sensitive plant, and would contract li^rself into 
mere spirit. Sl^ calls her chariot, vehicle; her 
furbelowed scarf, pinions; her blue manteau and 
petticpftt is her a,zure dress ; and her footman goes 
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by the name of Oberon. It is my misfortune to ba 
sii feet and a half high, two full Hpans between the 
shouldern, thirteen inches diameter in thf> cakeKi 
and, b<ifore I was in love, I had a noble stomacb, 
and usually went to bed sober with two bottles. I 
am not quite aix and twenty, and my noee is marked 
trul;/ aquiline. For these reasons, 1 am in a very 
partieular manner her aversion. What shall I do? 
Impudence itself cannot reclaim her. If I write 
miserably, she reckons me among the children of 
perdition, and discards me her region : if I asanme 
the gross and substantial, she plays the real gbost 
with me, and vanishes in a moment. 1 had hopec 
in the hypocrisy of her sex; but perseverance males 
it as baa as fixed aversion. I aesire your opinion, 
whether I may not lawfully play the iuquUitioa 
upon her, make une of a little force, and put h» 
to the rack and the torture, only to c 



s has really line limbs, without spoiling or distott- 

j them. I expect your direotions, before I pro- 

oeed to dwindle and fall away with despair ; wlu'cli 



at present 1 do not think adriseable ; because, if shu 
should recant, she may then hate me, perhaps, in tht 
other extreme, for my leraerity. 1 am, (with impa- 
tience) your most humble servant, 

ClIABLBS StURDT." 

My patient has put his case with very much 
warmth, and represented it in so lively a manner, 
that I see both his torment and tormentor with great 
peTspicuitjr. This order of Platonic ladies are to 
be dealt within a manner pQCullur from all the rest of 
the sex. Flattery is the general way, and the way 
in this case ; but it is not to be done grossly. £yery 
man that has wit, and humour, and raiUery, can 
make a good flatterer for woman in general ; but a 
Plalonne is not to be touched with panegyric ; she 
wiU teJI you, it is a sensuality in the soul to be de- 
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lighted that way. Vou ore not therefore 
mead, but silen^y consent to all she does a 
You are to consider, that in her the scorn of you ii 
not humour, but opinion. 

There were, some years sine?, a set of thi 
ladies who were of qu^ity, and gave out, that viiUlJ 
ginity was to be their state of life during this mortrt'^ 
condition, and therefore resolyed to join their for^' 
tunes, and erecta nunnery. The place of residence 
was pitched upon; and a pretty situation, full of 
natural falls and risings of waters, with shady co- 
verts, and flowery arbours, was approved by seven 
of the founders. There were as many of our sex 
who took the liberty to visit their mansions of in- 
tended severity; among others," a famous rake of 
that time, who had the grave way to an excellence. 
He came in first ; but, upon seeing a servant coming 
towards him with a design to tell him this was no 
place for him or his companions, up goes my grave 
impudence to the maid ; " Young women," said h( 
" if any of the ladies are in the way on this side 
the house, pray carry us on the other side towai 
the gardens : we are, you must know, gentli 
that are travelling England ; after which we sha 
into foreign parts, where some of us have air 
been." Here he bows in the most humble manner/' 
ajid kissed the girl, who knew not how to behave 
such a sort of carriage. He goes on : " Now " 
must know we have an ambition to have it to 
that we have a Protestant nunnery in England ; 
pr^, Mrs. Betty" ■" Sir," she replied, " my name 
is Susan, at your service." " Then I heartily beg 
your pardon" — " No oflence in the least," said she, 
" for I have a cousin-genuan, whose name is Betty." 
"Indeed," said he, " I protest to you, that was 
more than I knew ; I spoke at random : but smce it 

• It is said, that Mr. RepiDgton, a Warwickshire wag, 
was tbc " famous rake" here alluded to. 
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i was aear in the rightt giv« me lews 
tu pVexent thiH gentleiuHii to the favour of a civil 
salute." His friend advonteti, and so on, until they 
had all saluted her. By this rncoHB the poor girl wbb 
iu thu middle of the crowd of these fellows, at a lou 
what to do, without courage to pass through them; 
and the Platonics, at seTeral peepholes, pale, 
trembling, and fretting. Rake perceived Uiey were 
observed, and therefore took care to keep Sukey in 
chat with questions concerning their way of life ; 
when appeared at last Madonella*, a lady who had 
writ a hne book concerning the recluse life, and was 
the pTojectrix of tlie foundation. She approaches 
iulo tlie hall ; and Rake, knowing the dignity of his 
own mien and aspect, goes deputv from bis com- 
pany: She begins, " Sir, I am obliged to follow 
the servant, who was sent out to know what affair 
could make strangers prcait upon a solitude which 
we, who are 1« iuhabit this place, have devoted to 
Heaven and our own thoughts?" " Madam," re- 
plies Rake, with an air of great distance, mixed 
with a certain indifference, by which he could dis- 
semble dissimulation, " your great intention hu 
made more noise in the world, than you design it 
should; and we travellers, who have seen many 
foreign institutions of this kind, have a curiosity to 
see in its first rudiments, this seat of primitive 
piety ; for such it must be called by future ages, to 
the eternal honour of tbc founders : I have read 
Madonella'a excellent and seraphic discourse on this 
subject." The lady immediately answered, " If 
what I have said could have contributed to raise any 
thoughts in you that may make for the advancemeot 

* The persnn here represeatpd, or rather grosBly mlire- 
preaented, under the name of MajBHSfffo, a diminutive fttm 
MadoDB, which eiguifies the Virgin Murj, was, Mw. Mmj 
Astell, a lad; iif superior understanding, of con^etll^t 
learning, and siagalaT piety. 
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of intellectual and divine conversation^ I should 
think myself extremely happy/' He immediately 
fell back with the profoundest veneration ; then ad- 
vancing, ** Are you, then, that admired lady ? If I 
may approach lips which have utterred things so 
sacred." — He salutes her. His friepds followed his 
example. The devoted williin stood in amazement 
where this would end, to see Madonella receive 
their address and their company. But Rake goes 
on — " We would not transgress rules; but if we 
may take the liberbr to see tiiat place you have 
lliought fit to choose tor ever, we would go into such 
parts of the gardens, as is consistent with the seve- 
rities you have imposed on yourselves." 

To be short, Madonella permitted Rake to lead 
her into the assembly of nuns, followed by his 
friends, and each took his fair one by the hand, after 
due explanation, to walk round the gardens. The 
conversation turned upon the lilies, the flowers, tiie 
arbours, and the growing vegetables ; and Rake had 
the solemn impudence, when the whole company 
stood round him, to say, that '^ he sincerely 
wished men might rise out of the earth like plants ; 
and that our minds were not of necessity to be 
sullied with carnivorous appetites for the generation, 
as well as support of our species*." This was spoken 
with so easy and fixed an assurance, that Mado- 
nella answered, '' Sir, under the notion of a pious 
thought, you deceive yourself in wishing an insti- 
tution foreign to that of Providence. These desires 
were implanted in us for reverend purposes, in pre- 
serving the race of men, and giving opportunities 
for making our chastity more heroic." The con- 
ference was continued in this celestial strain, and 
carried on so well by the managers on both sides^ 
that it created a second and a third interview ; and, 

* An illusion to, or rather a q[iiotation from Sir T. Browne'a 
<' ReUgio Medici." 
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layin); aside ; therefore Mr. Sturdy may assure him- 
self, Plantonica will fly for ever from a I'urward be- 
haviour; but if he approaches her according to this 
model, she will full in with the neceasities of mortal 
life, and condescend to took with pity upon an un- 
happy man, imprisuned in bu much body, aJid urged 
by such violent desires. 

From my own Apariinmt, June '22. 
The evils nf thin town increase upon me to m 
great a degrf^e, that I am half afraid 1 shall not 
leave the world much better than I found it. Se- 
veral wortliy gentlemen and critics have applied to 
me, to give my censure of an enormity which has 
been revived, after being long suppressed, and is 
called p»aadng. I have several arguraeiits ready to 
prove, that he cannot b« a man of honour, who it 
guilty of this abuse of human society. But the wiy 
to expose it, is like the expedient of curing drunken- 
ness, showing a roan in tliat condition : therefore I 
must give my reader warning to expect a coUectioa 
of these offences; without which preparation, 1 
thought it too adventurous to introduce the veiv 
mention of it in good company : and I hope, I shall 
be understood to do it, as a divine mentions oatfae 
and curses only for their condemnation. 1 shall 
dedicate this diacourse to a gentleman, my very 
good friend, who is the Janus* of our times, and 
whom, by his years and wit, you would take to be 
of the last age ; but by hia dress and morals, of 
this. 

, • Uodei the lanciful Dome of Jauus, titeete cleail; aU«Kla» 
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St. James's Cojffee-hause, June 22. 

Last night arrived two mails from Holland, which 
bring letters from the Hague of the twenty-eighth 
instant, N. S. with advice that the enemy lay en- 
camped behind a strong retrenchment, with the 
marsh of Romiers on their right and left, extending 
itself as far as Bethune : La Basse is in their front. 
Lens in their rear, and their camp is strengthened 
by another line f^om Lens to Doway. The Duke 
of Marlborough caused an exact observation to be 
made of their ground, and the works by which they 
were covered, which appeared so strong that it was 
not thought proper to attack them in dieir present 
posture. However, the Duke thought fit to make 
feint as if he designed it: His Grace accordingly 
marched from the abbey at Looze, as did Prince 
Eugene from Lampret, and advanced with all pos- 
sible diligence towards the enemy. To favour the 
appearance of an intended assault, the ways were 
made, and orders distributed in such manner, that 
none in either camp could have thoughts of any 
thing but charging the enemy by break of day next 
morning : but soon after the fall of the night of the 
twenty-sixth, the whole army faced towards Tour- 
nay, which place they invested early in the morning 
of the twenty-seventh. The marshsd Villars was so 
confident that we designed to attack him, that he had 
drawn great part of the garrison of the place which 
is now, invested into the field: for which reason, it 
is presumed, it must submit within a small time, 
which the enemy cannot prevent, but by coming out 
of their present camp, and hazarding a general en- 
gagement. These advices add, that the garrison 
of Mens had marched out under the command of 
marshal d'Arco ; which, with the Bavarians, Wal- 
loons, and the troops of Cologne, have joined the 
grand army of the enemy. 



TATLER, 

N- 33. SATURDAY, JUNE 25, X709. 




iTogo libtlii. 
V. Sat. i. 85,86. 



By Mrs. Jexny Distaff, Half-Sister to Mr. 

BlCKEESTAFF. 

From my own Apartment, June 12. 
My brother has made an excursion into the country, 
and the work against Saturday lies upon me. I am 
very glad 1 have got pen and ink iu my hand; for 1 
have for some time longed for his absence, to give a 
right idea of things, which I thought he put in a very 
odd liglit, and some of tiiem to the disadvantage of 
my own sex. It is much to be lamented, that it 
is necessary to make discourses, and publish treatises, 
to keep the horrid creatures, the men, within the 
rules of common decency. 

I gladlyembrace this apportunitytoexuresB myself 
with the resentment I ought, on people who take 
liberties of speech before that sex, of irham the 
honoured names of Mother, Daughter, and Sister are 
a part: I had liked to have named Wife in the 
number ; but the senseless world are so miatakeB in 
their sentiments of pleasure, that the most amiable 
term in human life is become the derision of fools 
and scomcrs. My brotlier and I have at least fifty 
times quarrelled upon this topic. I ever argue, 
that the frailties of women are to be imputed to the 
false ornaments, which men of wit put upon our 
folly and coquetry. Helaysall the vices of m^ u|tpn 
womens' secret approbation of libertine c' 
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inth«in. I did not care to give np a point; hiit.now 
he is oat of the wc^, I cannot but own I believe 
there is very much in what he asserted : but if you 
will believe your eyes, and own, that the wickedest 
and wittiest of them all marry oiie day or other," 
it is impossible to believe, that if a man thought 
he should be for ever incapable of being received 
by a woman of merit and honour, he would persist 
in an abandoned way; and deny himself the pos- 
sibility of enjoying the happiness of well-governed 
desires, orderly satisfactions, and honourable me- 
thods of life. If our sex were wise, a lover should 
have a certificate from the last woman he served, 
how he was turned away, before he was received 
into the service of another ; but at present any vaga- 
bond is welcome, provided he promises to enter into 
our livery. It is wonderful, that we will not take 
a footman without credentials from hiu last master: 
and in the greatest concern of life, we make no 
aemple of falling into a treaty with the most no- 
torious offender in this behaviour against others. 
But this breach of commerce between the sexes pro- 
ceeds from an unaccountable prevalence of custom, 
by which a woman is to the last degree reproachable 
for being deceived, and a man suffers no loss of credit 
for being a deceiver. 

Since this tyrant humour has gained place, why 
are we represented in the writings of men in ill figure 
for artifice iu our carriage, when we have to do with 
a professed impostor? "When oaths, imprecations, 
vows, and adorations, are made use of as words of 
course, what arts are not necessary to defend us 
from such as glory in the breach of them? As for 
my part, I am resolved to hear all, and believe none 
of them ; and therefore solemnly declare no vow 
shall deceive me, but that of marriage : for I am 
turned of twenty, and being of a small fortune, some 
F '^rtt, and (if I can believe my lo^eta a.wi m-^ ^■is,^ 
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handsome, I have heanl all that Can be ssM ti 
myuDduing; and shM therefore, for waminjj-sake, 
give nti ancount of the offern that have been inaile 
me. tnv manner of rejecting' them, and my uimisUincva 
to keep my resolution. 

In tlie sixteenth year of my life, I fell into tbe 
acquaintance of a lady extremely well known in Ibia 
town for the quick advancement of her hiubaod, 
and the honourn and distinctions which her industiT 
ha> procured him, and all who belong to her. Thu 
(■xcellent body sat next to me for aooie months (I 
church, and " took the liberty, which," she aaid, 
" her yeara and the zeul she had for my welfare 
gave her claim to, to assure me, that she observed 
some parts of my behaviour which would lead me 
into errors, and give encouragement to some to'^n- 
tertain hopes I did not think of. What made you," 
said she, " look through your fan at that lord, when 
your eyes should have been turned upwards, or 
closed in attention upon better objects 7" I blushed 
and pretended fifty odd excuses ; — but confounded 
myself the more. She wanted nothing but tu see 
that confusion, and goes on; " Nay, child, do not 
be troubled that 1 take notice of it ; my value for 
you made me speak it; for though he is my kinsman, 
I have a nearer regard to virtue than any other con- 
sideration." She had hardly done speaking, when 
, thi| noble lord came up to us, and led her to her 
coach. 

My head ran all that day and night on the ex- 
emplary carriage of this woman ; who could be so 
virtuously impertinent, as to admonish one she was 
hardly acquamted with. However, it struck upon 
the vanity of a girl, that it may possibly be, hi« 
thoughts might have been as favourable i)f me, as 
mine were amorous of him: and as unlikely thlnp 
as that have happened, if he should make me his 
fife. She never mtnlVotieA \!a\s mote to me : but 
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[ still in all public places stole looks at this man* 
^ho easily observed my passion for him. It is so 
lard a thing to check the return of agreeable thoughts, 
:hat he became my dream, my vision, my food, my 
RTish, my torment. 

That ministress of darkness, the lady Sempronia, 
perceived too well the temper I was in, and would 
one day after evening service, needs take me to the 
park. When we were there, my lord passes by ; 
i flushed into a flame. '^ Mrs. Distaff, said she, 
'* you may very well remember the concern I was 
in upon the first notice I took of your regard to that 
lord ; and forgive me, who had a tender friendship 
for your mother (now in her grave), that I am vigi- 
lant of your conduct." She went on with much se- 
verity, and, after great solicitation, prevailed on me 
to go with her into the country, and there spend the 
ensuing summer out of the way of a man i^e saw I 
loved, and one whom she perceived meditated my 
ruin, by frequently desiring her to introduce him to 
me : which she absolutely refused, except he wouid 
give his honour that he had no otiter design but to 
marry me. To her country-house a week or two 
after we went : there was at the further end of her 
garden a kind of wilderness, in the middle of which 
ran a soft rivulet by an arbour of jessamine. . In 
this place I usually passed my retired hours, and 
read some romantic or poetical tale until the close of 
the evening. It was near that time, in the heat of 
summer, when gentle winds, soft murmurs of water, 
and notes of nightingales, had given my mind an 
indolence, which added to that repose of soul twi- 
light and the end of a warm day naturally throw 
upon the spirits. It was at such an hour, and in 
such a state of tranquillibr I sat, when, to my in- 
expressible amazement, I saw my Iprd walking to- 
wards me, whom I knew not until that moment to 
have been in the country. ^ I could obaetN^vsi.Vfi* 
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approach the perplexity which attends a man W^ 
with design ; and I had, while he was coming for- 
ward, time to reflect that I was betrayed ; the sense 
of wliich gave me a resentment suitable to such a 
baseness : but, when he entered into the bower 
where I was, my heart flew towards him, and, I 
confess, a certain joy came into my mind, wilb in 
hope that he might tlicn make a declaration of h(H]- 
our and passion. This threw my eye upon him 
with such tenderness as gave him power, jn& a. 
broken accent, to begin. " Madam — you will won- 
der — -for it is certain, you must have observed— 
though I fear you will misinterpret the motivea — 
but by heaven and all that is sacred ! if yon could" 
— Here he made a full stand, and I recovered 
power to say, " The consternation I am in you will 
not, I hope, believe — an helpless innocent maid — 

besides that, the place." He saw me in as great 

confusion as himself; which attributing to the same 
causes, he had the audaciousness to throw himself 
at my feet, talk of the stillness of the evening, and 
then ran into deiflcations of my person, pure flames, 
constant love, eternal raptures, and a thousand other 
phraaea drawn from the images we have of heaven, 
which ill men use for the service of hell, when run 
over with uncommon vehemence. After which he 
seized me in his arms : his design was too evident 

In my utmost distress, I fell upon my knees 

" My lord, pity me, on ray knees on my knees 

in the cause of viitue, as you were lately in that of 
wickedness. Can you think of destroying the la:- 
bour of a whole life, the purpose of a long educa- 
tion, for the base purpose of a sudden appetite ; to 
throw one that loves you, that doats on you, out of 
the company and the road of all that is virtuous and 
praise-worthy ? Have I taken in all the instruc- 
tions of piety, religion, and reason, for no other end, 
hut to he the sacrifice of lust, and abandoned to 
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scorn ? Assume yourself, my lord ; and do not at- 
tempt to vitiate a temple sacred to innocence, hon- 
our, and religion. If I have injured you, stab thi» 
bosom, and let me die, but not be ruined, by the 
hand I love." The ardency of my passion made me 
incapable of uttering more; and I saw my lover 
astonished and reformed by my behaviour; when 
rushed in Sempronia. '^ Ha ! faithless base man, 
could you then steal out of town, and lurk like a 
robber about my house, for such brutish purposes !" 

My lord by this time was recovered, and fell into 
a violent laughter at the turn which Sempronia de- 
signed to give her villany. He bowed to me with 
the utmost respect : ^< Mrs. Distaff,'^ said he, ^' be 
careful hereafter of your company ;" and so retired. 
The fiend Sempronia congratulated my deliverance 
^th a flood of tears. 

This nobleman has since very frequently made his 
addresses to me with honour ; but I have as often 
refased them ; as well knowing that familiarity and 
nujriage will make him, on some ill-iiatured occa- 
deny call all I said in the arbour a theatrical action. 
Besides that, I glory in contemning, a man, who 
had thoughts to my dishonour. If this method were 
the imitation of the whole sex, innocence would be 
ihe only dress of beauty ; and all affectation by any 
other arts to please the eyes of men, would be ba- 
nished to the stews for ever. The conquest of 
passion gives ten times more happiness than we can 
rei^ from the gratification of it ; and she, that has 
got over such an one as mine, will stand among 
Beaux and Pretty Fellows, with as much safety 
as in a summer's iay among grasshoppers and but-- 
terflies. 

P. S. I have ten millions of things more against 
men, if ever I ^et the pen again. 




Si, Jame^s Coffee-house, June 3 
Our last advices from the Hague, dated t 
twenty-eighth iostant, N. S. sajr, 
twenty-fifth, a squadron of Dutch men o 
out of the Texel to join Admiral fiaker a 
The twenty-sixth was ubsenred as a day of fasting 
and humiliation, to implore a blessing on the anus 
of the allies this ensuing; campaign. Letters from 
" den are very particular in the account of the 
gallantry and magnificence, in which that Court has 
appeared since the arrival of the King of Denmark. 
No day has passed in which public shows have not 
been exhibited for his entertainment and diversion: 
the last of that kind which is mentioned is a ca- 
rousal, wherein many of the youth of the first qua- 
lity, dressed in the most splendid manner, ran for 
irize. His Danish Majesty condescended to 
ame ; but having observed that there was a de- 
sign laid to throw it in his way, passed by without 
attempting to gain it. The Court of Dresden was 
reparing lo accompany his Danish Majesty to Pots- 
am, where the expectation of an interview of three 
kings, had drawn together such a multitude of peo- 
ple, that many persons of distinction will be obliged 
to lie in tents, as long as those Courts continue in 
that place. 

N°34. TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 1709. 

Quicquid agvat homines 

notiri tat farrago librUi. 

Jtiv. Sat. i. es, 86. 

Whate'fr men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our mutle J paper spines for i(s thenm. V, 

By Isaac Bickehstaff, Esquire. 

While's Ckocolate-kouie, Juae 25. 

Having taken upon me to cure all the distempers 

which proceed from affections of the niind, I have 
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laboured, since I first kept the public stage^ to do 
ajl the good I could, and have perfected many cures 
at my own lodgings, carefully avoiding the common 
metlu>d of mountebanks, to do their most eminent 
operations in sight of ihe people ; but must be so 
just to my patients as to declare, they have testified 
under their hands their sense of my poor abilities, 
and the good I have done them, which I publish for 
ttie benefit of the world, and not out of any thoughts 
of private advantage. 

I have cured fine Mrs. Spy of a great imperfec-* 
tion in her eyes, which made her eternally rolling 
t^em from one coxcomb to another in public places, 
in so languishing a manner, that it once lessened 
her own power, and her beholders' vanity. Twenty 
drops of my ink, placed in certain letters on which 
she attentively looked for half an hour, have restored 
h^r to the true use of her sight, which is, to guide, 
and not mislead us. Ever since she took the liquor, 
^ich I call Bickerstaff's circttmspectian-watery she 
looks right forward, and can bear being looked at 
for half a day without returning one glance. This 
water has a peculiar virtue in it, which makes it the 
only true cosmetic or beauty- wash in the world; the 
nature of it is such, that if you go to a glass with a 
design to admire your face, it immediately changes 
it into downright deformity. If you consult it only 
to look with a better countenance upon your friends, 
it immediately gives an alacrity to the visage, and 
new grace to the whole person. There is indeed a 
great deal owing to the constitution of the person to 
whom it is applied ; it is in vain to give it when the 
patient is in the rage of the distemper ; a bride in 
her first month, a lady soon after her husband's being 
knighted, or any person of either sex, who has 
lately obtained any new good fortune or preferment, 
must be prepared some time before they use it. It 
has an effect upon others, as well as the patient. 
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wbea H i* taken in due form. Lb^J Petulant has 
by ihe use of it cured her husband of jealousy, mi 
lady Gad her whole neighbourhood of detractioa. 

The fame of these ihinga, added to my being m 
old fi^llow, makes me extremely acceptable to the 
fair sex. You would hardly believe nie, when 1 1^ 
you, there is not a mun in town so much their delight 
fts myself. They make no more of Tieitii 
going to Madam Depingle's ; there were two of 
them, namely, Damia atid Clidamim, (I assure you 
women of distinction) who came to see me (bis 
morning iu their way to prayers ; and being in ■ 
very diverting humour (as innocence always makei 
people cheerful), they would needs have me, ac- 
cording to the distinction of pretty and very pretty 
fellows, inform them, if 1 thought either of them hsa 
a title to the very pretty, among those of their own 
sex ; and if 1 did, which wus the more deserviug of 
the two ? 

To put them to the trial, " Look ye," said I, " I 
must not rashly give my judi^eot in matters of this 
importance ; pray let me see you dance ; 1 play upon 
the kit." They immediately fell back to the lower 
eud of the room (you may be sure they curtsied low 
enough to me) and began. Never were two in tlie 
world su equally matched, and both scholars to mj 
name-sake Isaac." Never was man in so danger- 
ous a condition as my.self, when they began to ex- 
pand their charms. " Ob ! ladies-, ladies," cried 1, 
" not half that air, j'Ou will lire the house." Both 
niled ; for, by the bye, there is no carrying a me- 
jphor too far, when a lady's channs are spoken 
I. Somebody, I think, has called a Ane woman 
dancing, " a brandished torch of beauty." These 
rivals moved with such an agreeable freedom, tlial 
you would believe their gesture was the necessary 
* Mr. Isaac, a faiuoue dancing-muter at that time, 
^Frenchman, and a RainaD CAtdotlc. 
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effect of the music, and not the product of skill and 
practice. Now Clidamira came on with a crowd of 
graces, and demanded my judgment with so sweet 
an air — and she had no sooner carried it, but Damia 
made her utterly forgot, by a gentle sinking, and a 
rigadoon step. The contest held a full half-hour; 
and, I protest, I saw no manner of difference in 
their perfections, until they came up together, and 
expected sentence. ** Look ye, ladies," said I, 
** I see no difference in the least in your perform- 
ance ; but you, Clidamira, seem to be so well satis- 
fied that I shall determine for you, that I must giye 
it to Damia, who stands with so much diffidence 
and fear, after showing an equal merit to what she 
pretends to. Therefore, Clidamira, you are pretty; 
but, Damia, you are a very pretty lady : for," said 
I, *' beauty loses its force, if not accompanied with 
modesty. She that has an humble opinion of her- 
self, will have every body's applause, because shie 
does not expect it; while the vain creature loses ap- 
probation through too great a sense of deserving itw" 

From my own Apartment, June 27. 

Being of a very spare and hective constitution, I 
am forced to make frequent journeys of a mile or 
two for fresh air ; and, indeed, by this last, which 
was no farther than the village of Chelsea, I am far- 
ther convinced of the necessity of travelling to know 
the world : for, as it is usual with young voyagers, 
as soon as they land upon a shore, to begin their 
accounts of the nature of the people, their soil, their 
government, their inclinations, and their passions ; 
so really I fancied I could give you an immediate 
description of this village, from the Five Fields where 
the robbers lie in wait, to the coffee-house where the 
Literati sit in council. A great ancestor of our^s by 
the mother's side, Mr. Justice Overdo (whose his- 
tory is written by Ben Jonson), met with more 
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enormities by walking iucugnito than he was ca]ift- 
bU of correcting; and found great nurtiti cations in 
observing also persona of eminence, whom he befure 
knew notlung of. Thus it fared with me, even ia a 
place so near the town as this. When I came into 
the coffee-house, 1 had not time to salute the com- 
pany, before my eyes were diverted by ten thousand 
gimcracks round the room, and on the cieliog. 
When my first astonishment was over, there comes lo 
me a sage of a thin and meagre countenance ; which 
aspect made me doubt, whether reading or fretting 
had made it so philosophic : but I very soon per- 
ceived him to be of that sect which the antients 
call GingivistK ; in our language, touth-drawers. 
I immediately had a leapcct lor the man : for theee 
practical philosophers go upon a very rational hy- 
pothesis, not to cure, but to take away the part af- 
fected. My love of mankind made me very bene- 
volent to Mr. Salter ; * for such is the name of this 
eminent barber and antiquary. Men are usually, 
but unjustly, distinguished rather by their fortunes 
than their talents; otherwise this personage would 
make a great figure in that class of men which 
1 distinguish under the title of Odd Fellows. But 
it is the misfortune of persons of great genius to 
have their faculties dissipated by attention to too 
many things at once. MV. Salter is an instance of 
this; if he would wholly give himself up to the 
string,! instead of playing twenty beginnings to 
tunes, he might, before he dies, play Hoger de 

* Mr. Suiter was a noted barber, whobegnn to make a col- 
lection of nulural curiositipa, tvhicli acquired hitn the name 
(probably first given him by Steele) of Don .Saltero. He for- 
merly kept a uoffea-house at Chelsea, tlie curiosities oftrhicli 
were lately sold by auction. See Gent. Mae. vol. LXIK. 
p. IW. 

i There was no passing his house, if be waa at home, with- 
out having one'u ears grated with the sound of his flddit, a 
ivibiclilte strapedmoBtexectabl^, ' ^^ 
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Caubly quite out. I heard him 'go through his 
whole round ; and indeed I think he does play tne 
" Merry Christ Church Bells" pretty justly; but he 
confessed to me, he did that rather to shew he was 
orthodox, than that he valued himself upon the 
music itself. Or, if he did proceed in his anatomy, 
why might he not hope in time to cut off legs, as 
well as teeth? The particularity of this man put 
me into a deep thought, whence it should proceed, 
that of all the lower order, barbers should go 
further in hitting the ridiculous than any other set 
of men. Watermen brawl, cobblers sing : but why 
must a barber be for ever a politician, a musician, 
an anatomist, a poet, and a physician? The learned 
Vossius says, his barber used to comb his hair in 
iambics. And indeed, in all ages, one of this use- 
ful profession, this order of cosmetic philosophers, 
has been celebrated by the most eminent hands. ' 
You «ee the barber in Don Quixote is one of the 
principal characters in the history ; which gave me ' 
satisfaction in the doubt, why Don Saltero writ hig 
name with a Spanish termination : for he is de- 
scended in a right line, not from John Tradescant>^ 
as he himself asserts, but from that memorable com- 
panion of the Knight of Mancha. And I hereby 
certify all the worthy citizens who travel to see his 
rarities, that his double-barrelled pistols, targets, 
coats of mail, his sclopeta and sword of Toledo, 
were left to his ancestor by the said Don Quixote, 
and by the said ancestor to all his progeny down to 
Don Saltero. Though I go thus far in favour .of 
Don Saltero's great merit, I cannot allow a liberty 
he takes of imposing several names (without my 
licence) on the collections he has made, to the abuse 
of the good people of England; one of which is 
particularly calculated to deceive religious persons, 
to the great scandal of the well-disposed, and may 

• Tradescant was the person "who collected iVve c\«\a»JC\fe^ 
which EUaa Ashmole Mi to the rmveTsitY olO^tot^. 
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introduce heterodox opinionti. Uu itbowii you «. 
■traw hat, which 1 kaow tu be made by Hodgv 
Peskad, within three miles of Bedford ; and tells 
you, " It is Pontius Pilate's wife's chambermud's 
HJater'ti hat." To my knowledge of this very h&t it 
may be added, that the covering of straw was dctct 
uxed among the Jews, since it was demanded of 
them to inake bricks without it. Therefore thii is 
really uothing but, under the specious pretence of 
learning and antiquities, to impoBe upon the world- 
There are other things which 1 cannot tolerate among 
his rarities: ax, tlie china figure of a lady in tbe 
glass-case ; the Italian engine for the imprisonment 
of those who go abroad with it : both which I hereby 
order to be taken down, or eUe he may expect to 
have his letters -patent for making punch superseded, 
be debarred wearing his mufi' next winter, or ever 
euming to London without his wife. It may per- 
httjis be thought I have dwelt too long upon the 
affairs of this operator ; but I desire the reader to 
remember, that it is my way to consider men ai tliey 
stand in merit, and not according to their fortune or 
figure ; utid if he is in a cofiee-house at the readiog 
hereof, let him look round, and he will find, there 
may be more characters drawn in this account than 
that of Don Saltero ; for half the politicians about 
liim, he may observe, are, by their place in nature, 
of the class of tooth- drawers. 



S°S5. THUKSDAY, JUNE 30, 1708. 

Iluicquid agunt hominef- — — 

ntulri tit/arrago Hielli. 

Jdv. Sol. i. 8S, 86. 

IV'Lalc'er men do, or say, or think, or (ircun, 

Our uigtley paper aeizes for ilB thome. p. 

Grecian Coff'ee-hotue, Jvne 2B. 

There is an habit or custom which I have put my 

patience to the wtmosX 6\,ite\jAv \» W\e, bM'Km^tl.Ba 
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long, because several of my intimate friends are in 
the guilt; and that is^ the humour of taking snuff, 
and looking dirty about the mouth by way of oma> 
ment. 

My method is, to drive to the bottom of a sore 
before I pretend to apply a remedy. For this rea- 
son, I sat by an eminent story-teller and politician, 
who takes half an ounce in five seconds, and has 
mortgaged a pretty tenement near the town, merely 
to improve and dung his brains with this prolific 
powder. I observed this gentleman, the other day, 
in the midst of a story, diverted from it by looking 
at something at a distance, and I softly hid his box. 
But he returns to his tale, and, looking for his box, 
he cries, ** And so. Sir — ." Tlien, when he should 
have taken a pinch, " As I was saying — ** says he, 
*' has nobody seen my box ? " His friend beseeches 
him to finish his narration : then he proceeds ; ** And 

so, Sir where can my box be?" Then turning 

to me, ** Pray, Sir, did you see my box?" " Yes, 
Sir," said I, " I took it to see how long you could 
do without it." He resumed his tale ; and I took 
notice that his dulness was much more regular and 
fluent than before. A pinch supplied the place of 
** As I was saying," and " So, Sir;" a\^d he went 
on currently enough in that style which the learned 
call insipid. This observation easily led me into 
a philosophic reason for taking snuff; which is done 
omy to supply with sensations the want of reflection. 
This I take to be an cu/>?ix0(, a nostrum ; upon which 
I hope to receive the thanks of this board : for as it 
is natural to lift a man's hand to a sore; when you 
fear any thing coming at you ; so when a person 
feels his thoughts are run out, and he has no more 
to say, it is as natural to fill his weak brain with 
powder at the nearest place of access, viz, the 
nostrils. This is so evident, that nature suggests 
the use according to the indigence of the i^ersons 
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who take ihia loedicine, without being prepossened 
with the force of fashion or ciislom. For example; 
the native Ilibernians, who are reckoned not mucli 
unlike the ancient BtEOtiane, take this specific for 
eiuptiness in the head, in greater abundance than 
any other nation under the sun, The learned Scotus, 
as sparing as he is in his wurds, would be atill more 
silent if it were not for this uuwder. 1 

However low and poor the taking of snuff arguet 
a man to be in his stock of thoughts, or means to 
employ his brains and his tirigera; yet there a & 
poorer creature in the world than he, and this U 
fi borrower of snutFi a fellow that kec-ps no bux of 
his own, but is alwaya asking utlier^ fur a jiiach. 
Such poor rogues put nie alnays in mind of a uom- 
mop phrase among school-hoys, when they are com- 
posing their exercise, who run to an upper scholu't 
and cry. " Pray give me a little sense.' But of sll 
things commend oie to the ladies who are got into 
this pretty help of discourse. 1 have been these 
tliree years persuading Sagissa* to leave it off; but 
she talks so much, and is so learned, that she is 
abare contradiction. However, an uccident the 
other day brought that about, which my eloquence 
could never accomplish. She had a very pretty fel- 
low in her closet, who ran thither to avoid some 
company that came to visit her : she made an ex- 
cuse to go ill to him for some implement they neie 
talking of. Her eager gallant snatched a kiss; but, 
being unused to snuff, some grains from off her 
upper lip made bim sneeze aloud, which alarmed 
the visitants, and has made a discovery, that pro- 
found reading, very much intelligence, and a gene- 

* The ingenious ludy here alluded to, uoder the aams of 
flugiasB, a diminutive t'tom the word Sage, was probably Mrs. 
Be la Riviere ManUy, who provoked Steele by Ihe libertlei 
she had taken with hie oharaclcr, in her "SeDrel-DT ' ' ~ 
fton the New AlaUntii, j«<:," 
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ral knowledge of who and who are together, cannot 
fill her vacant hours so much, but she is sometimes 
obliged to descend to entertainments less intel- 
lectual. 

« 

White's Chocolate-house, June 29. 

- 1 know no manner of news from this place, but 
that Cynthio, having been long in despair for the 
inexorable Clarissa, lately resolved to fall in love 
with the good old way of bargain and sale, and has 
pitched upon a very agreeable young woman. He 
will undoubtedly succeed ; for he accosts her in a 
strain of familiarity, without breaking through the 
deference that is due to a woman whom a man 
would choose for his life.* I have hardly ever 
heard rough truth spoken with a better grace than 
in this his letter. 

" Madam, 

*' I writ to you on Saturday by Mrs. Lucy, and 
give you this trouble to urge the same request I made 
then, which was, that I may be permitted to wait 
upon you. I should be very far from desiring this, 
ii it was a taransgression of the most severe rules to 
allow it: I know you are very much above the 
little arts which are frequent in your sex, of giving 
unnecessary torments to their admirers; therefore 
hope you will do so much justice to the generous 
passion I have for you, as to let me have an oppor- 
tunity of acquainting you upon what motives 1 pre- 
tend to your good opinion. I shall not trouble you 
with my sentiments until I know how they will be 
received ; and as I know no reascm why dijQference 
of sex should make our language to each other dif- 
hr from the ordinary ndes of ri^t reascxi, I shall 

• lioid HincMiibroke Bianl«|i JLady Elizabeth Popham, 
oiay daughter of Aleiami^pi^\u, Esq . of littlecote, in 
Vratdiire. 
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aftV-ct plainness and aiDcerity Id my di 

, aa much as other lovers do perplexity and rap- 
Instead of Haying, 1 shall die for you, I pro 
I »huuld be (;lail to lead idv HI'c with you: you 
aio as beautiful, as witty, as prudent, and as good- 
humoured, SM any woman breiilhinfc ; but, I must 
confess to you, 1 regard all these fxcellencim Bs 
you will pleuse to direct then for my happiness or 
misery. With me. Madam, the only lusting motive 
of love is the hupe of its becoming mutual. I beg 
of you to let Mm. Lucy send me word when 1 my 
attend you. I promise you 1 will talk of noliiin| 
but indifterent tliinga : thoug^h, at the same tine, 1 
know uot how to approach ytiu in the tondei mo- 
ment of first lieeing you. after this declaration of, 
Miidain, yourmost obedient, and moat faithful, hum- 
ble servant, &c." 

tn/r* Coff'te-hoiue, June -20. 

Having taken a resolution, when plays tut acteil 
next winter by an entire good company, to publish 
observations frou time to time on the peiforniuce 
of the actors, I think it but just to give an ab»tract 
of the laws of action, for the help of the less learn- 
ed par4 of the audience, that they may rationally 
enjoy aa refined and instructive a pleasure as a just 
representation of human life. The great errors in 
playing are admirably well exposed in Hamlet's di- 
rections to the actors who are to play in his sup- 
posed tragedy : bv which we shall form our future 
Judgments on their behaviour, and for tiiat reason 
you have the discourse as follows : 

" Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounc'd 
it to you, trippingly on the tongue : but if you mouth 
it, as many of our players do, I had as lieve ths 
town-ctier spoke my lines. Nor do not saw the 
air too much with yoiir hand, thus ; hut use all 
gently : for in the very torrent, tempeist, and (as I 
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may say) whirlwind of your passion, you must 
acquire and beget a temperance, that may give it 
smoothness. O, it offends me to the soul, to hear a 
robustious perriwig-pated fellow tear a passion to 
tatters, to very rags, to split the ears of the ground- 
lings : who, for the most part, are capable of no- 
thing but inexplicable dull shows, and noise: I 
would have such a fellow whipp'd for o'er-doing 
Termagant ; it out-herods Herod : pray you, avoid 
it. Be not too tame neither, but let your own dis- 
cretion be your tutor : suit the action to the word, 
the word to the action ; with this special observance, 
lliat you o'erstep not the modesty of nature: for 
any thing so overdone is from the purpose of play-^ 
ing, whose end, both at the first, and now, was, and 
is, to hold as 'twere the mirror up to nature; to 
shew virtue her own feature, scorn her own image, 
and the very age and body of the time his form and 
pressure. . Now this, over-done, or come tardy off, 
though it make the unskilful laugh, cannot but make 
^he judicious grieve ; the censure of which one, 
must, in your allowance, o'er-weigh a whole theatre 
of others. O, there be players, that I have seen 
play, — and heard others praise, and that highly — 
not to speak it profanely, that neither having the 
accent oi Christians, nor the gait of Christian, Pa- 

fn, nor man, have so strutted, and bellowed, that 
have thought some of nature's journeymen had 
made men, and not made them well, they imitated 
humanity so abominably. This should be reformed 
altogether. And let those that play your clowns, 
speak no more than is set down for tiiem : for there 
be of them, that will themselves laugh, to set on 
some quantity of barren spectators to laugh too ; 
though in the mean time, some necessary question of 
the play be then to be considered : that's villanous, 
and shows a most pitiful ambition in the fool that 
uses it." 




l-'rum mij imm Ajiartmml, June 29. 
It would be ti very )^«at ubli^tiou, and lui & 
wice Ui toy treatiac upon puuning^, if any one wouM 
please tu inlorni me in wli&l class among the learaej, 
who play with wurds, to pluce Lhe author of thelbl- 
lowiug; letter. 

■■ Sir, 
" Not long since yuu were pleagt;d to give lut 
cliinierical account of tbe famous family of tbeSlatfi, 
from whence f suppose you would insinutite, HaX il 
is lhe most ancient ami niitneroas house in all 
Rurupe. But I positively di^ny that it ih either, and 
wouaer mnch at your audacious proceedings in thit 
mamier,Hin(<e it is well known, that our mogt illua- 
Irtuus, most renowned, and uioat celebrated Kodud 
family nf Ix has enjoyed the precedency to all 
others, from the rei^ of good old 8aturn. I could 
say much to the defamation ajid disgrace of your 
fiimily; an, that your relations Distaff and Broou- 
"" re both inconsiderable meun persons, oie 
, the other sweeping the streets, for their 
daily bread. But 1 forbear to vent my spleen ob 
objectx so much beneath my indignation. I shall 
only give the world a catalogue of my anceitora, 
hihI leave them to determine which hath hitherto 
had, and which for the future ought to have, the 
prefere 

First theu comes the moat famous and popular 
lady Meretrix, parent of the fertile family of Bdla- 
trix, Lotriz, Netrix, Nutrix, Obstetrix, Famulatrix, 
Coctrix, Omstrix, Sarcinatrix, Fextrix, Balneatrii, 
, S-.ltatrix, Divinutrix, Conjectrix, Com- 
telntrix, Creditrix, Donatrix, Ambulatrii, 
, Adsectrix, Assectatrix, Palpatrix, Ptx- 
(Pistrix. X am yours, 

'■ ^\.\i. VoRTATHIX." 
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St James*8 Coffee-house, June 27. 

Letters from Brussels, of the second of July, 
!N. S. say, that the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene, having received advice that the 
Marshal Villars had drawn a considerable body out 
of the garrison of Tournay, to reinforce his army, 
marched towards that place,, and came before it 
early in the mominfg of the twenty-seventh. As 
soon as they came into thdt ground, the Prince of 
Nassau was sent with a strong detachment to take 
post at St. Amand ; and at the same time mv Lord 
Orkney received orders to possess himself of Mor- 
tagne; both which were successfully executed; 
whereby we were masters of the Scheld and Scrap. 
£ight men were drawn out of each troop of dragoons 
and company of foot in the garrison of Tournay, to 
make up the reinforcement which was ordered to 
join Marshal Villars. On advice that the allies 
were marching towards Tournay, they endeavoured 
to return into the town, but were intercepted by the 
jEarl of Orkney, by whom the whole body was killed 
or taken. These letters add, that twelve hundred 
dragoons (each horseman carrying a foot-soldier 
behind him) were detached from Mons to throw 
themselves into Tournay, but, upon appearance of 
a great body of horse of the allies, retired towards 
Cond6. We hear that the garrison does not con- 
sist of more than three thousand five hundred men. 
Of ,^e sixty battalions desigiied to be employed in 
this siege, seven are English, viz, two of guards, 
and the regimei^ts of Argyle, Temple, Evans, and 
Meredith. 
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By Mm. Jenny Distaff, Uiilf-»<ister lu 

Mr. BlCKEHSTAFF. 
Quiff viii B/tmil h-nnintt- 

Whate'cr men di>, or any, ur think, or dream, 
Uur motley paper BvUvfi fur iti Ihetne. P. 

From my otcH Aparlwatt, June 30. 
Many aSairB calling; my brother Juto the countiy. ' 
the cRre of our intelligence with the town is left tu 
me for Home time; therefore you muut «xpect the 
advices you meet with in this paper, to be such vs 
more iramediutety and naturally fall undur the cun- 
sideratiou of our sex. History, therefore, written 
by a woman, you will easily imagine to consist of 
love in all its forms, both in the abuse of, and obe- 
dience to that passion. As to the faculty of writing 
itself, it will nuti^it is hoped, be demauded that style 
and ornament shall be so much cousultcd, as tnilb 
and simplicity; which latter ijualities we may mote 
justly pretend to beyond the other sex : while, there- 
fore, the admiuistrotion of our alTairs is in my hands, 
you shall from time to time have an exact account 
of all false lovers, and their shallow pretences for 
breaking; ufT; of all termujrant wives whoji^e 
wedlock a yoke; of men who affect the eateifiuii- 
mentH and manners suitable only to our sex, and 
women who pretend to the conduct of such affairs 
as are only within the province of men. It is ne- 
cessary further to advertise the reader, that the 
usual places of resort, being; utterly out of my pro- 
vince or observation, I shall be obliged 
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to change the dates of places, as occurrences come 
into my way. The following letter I lately received 
from Epsom : 

Epsom, June 28. 

'* It is now almost three weeks since what you 
writ about happened in this place : the quarrel be- 
tween my friends did not run so high as I find your 
accounts have made it. The truth of the fact you 
shall have yery faithfully. You are to understand, 
that the persons concerned in this scene were Lady 
Autumn and Lady Springly. Autumn is a person 
of good-breeding, formality, and a singular way 
practised in the \k&t age ; and Lady Springly, a 
modem impertinent of our sex, who affects as im^ 
proper a familiarity, as the other does distance : 
Lady Autumn knows to a hair's breadth where 
her place is in all assemblies and conversations: 
but Springly neither gives nor takes place of any 
body, but understands the place to signify no more, 
than to have room enough to be at ease wherever 
Ae comes; thus, while Autunm takes the whole 
of thb life to consist in understandmg punctilio and 
decorum, Springly takes every thing to be becom- 
ing, which contributes to her ease and satisfaction. 
These heroines have married two brothers, both 
knights. Springly is the spo.use of the elder, who 
is a baronet; and Autumn, being a rich widow, has 
takeit the younger, and her purse endowed him with 
an equal fortune, and knighthood of the same order. 
This jumble of titles, you need not doubt, has been 
aa aching torment to Autunm, who took place of 
the oth(» on no pretence, but her carelessness and 
disregard of distinction. The secret occasion of 
envy broUed long in the breast of Autumn ; but no 
opportunity of contention on that subject happening, 
kept ^1 ittlings quiet until the accident of which you 
demand an account. 
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It was given out among all the gay people of Ibu 
place, that on the ninth instant several damsels. 
Hwift of foot, were to run for a suit of head-cloaths 
at the Old Wells. Lady Autumn on this occasion 
iuyitedSpringly togowith her in her coach to seethe 
race. When they came to the place, where the go- 
vernor of Epsom and all his court of citizens where 
assembled, as well as a crowd of people of all orders, 
a brisk young fellow addresses himself to the younger 
of the ladies, vix. Springly, and otters her his ser- 
vice to conduct her into the music-room. Springly 
accepts the compliment, and is led triumphanlJy 
through a bowing crowd, while Autumn is left among 
the rabble, and has much ado to get back into her 
coach ; but she did it at last : and, as it is usual to 
see, by the horses, my Lady's present disposition, 
she orders John to whip furiously home to her hus- 
band ; where, when she enters, down she sits, began 
to unpin her hood, andlament her foolish, fond heart, 
to many into a family where she was so little re- 
garded; she that might . Here she stops ; then 

rises up, and stamps, and sits down again. Her 
gentle knight made his approach with a su^lc be- 
seeching gesture. 'My dear!' said he— 'Tell me 
no dears I' replied Autumn, in the presence of the 
governor and all the merchants. * What will the 
world say of a woman that has thrown herself away 
at this rate?' Sir Thomas withdrew, aud knew it 
would not be long a secret to him ; as well as that 
experience told him, he that marries a fortune is, (^ 
course, guilty of all faults against his wife, let tbetn 
be committed by whom they will : but Springly, on 
hour or two after, returns from the Wells, and tiada 
the whole company together. Down she sat, and a 
profound silence ensued. You know a premeditated 
quarrel usually begins and works up with the words 
some people. The silence was broken by Lfidy 
Autumn, who began to sav, ' There are some people 
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who fancy, that if some people' — Springly imme- 
diately takes her up, * There are some people who 
fancy, if other people' — Autumn repartees, ' People 
may give themselves airs ; but other people, perhaps, 
who make less ado, may be, peiiiaps, as agreeable as 
people who set themselves out more.' All the other 
people at the table sat mute, while these two people, 
who were quarrelling, went on with the use of the 
word people, instancing the very accidents between 
them, as if they kept only in distant hints. ' There- 
fore,' says Autumn, reddening, Hhere are some 
people will go abroad in other people's coaches, and 
leave those with whom they went to shift for them- 
selves : and if, perhaps, those people have married 
the younger brother ; yet, perhaps, he may be be- 
holden to those people for what he is.' Springly 
smartly answers, ' People may bring so much ill^ 
humour into a family, as people may repent their 
receiving their money :' and goes on—' Every body 
is not considerable enough to give her uneasiness. * 
Upon this Autumn comes up to her, and desired 
her to kiss her, and never to see her again ; which 
her sister refusing, my lady gave her a box on the 
ear. Springly returns, ' Ay, ay,' said she, ' I knew 
well enough you meant me by your some people ; ' 
and gives her another on tibe other side. To it they 
went with most masculine fury ; each husband ran 
in. The wives immediately fell upon their husbands, 
and tore periwigs and cravats. The company in- 
terposed ; when (according to the slip-knot of ma- 
trimony, which makes them return to one another 
when any one puts in between) the ladies and their 
husbands fell upon all the rest of the company ; and, 
having beat all their friends and relations out of the 
house, came to themselves time enough to know, 
there was no bearing the jest of the place after these 
adventures, and therefore marched off the next day. 
It is said, the governor has sent several joints of 
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^V mutton, and has proposed divers diahea, 

^K eitely dressed, to bring them down again. From 

^H his address and knowledge JD roast and boUed, all 

^K OUT hopes of the return of tbis good company de- 

^H pend. I am, dear Jenny, 

^H Your ready friend and servant, 

^B " Martha Tatler." 



White's Chocolate-hmise, June 30. 
This day appeared here a figure of a person whose 
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the fair sex have reduced him to a kind 
of existence for which there is no name. If there be 
a condition between life and death, without being 
absolutely dead or living, his state is that. His 
aspect and complexion, iu his robust days, gave 
him the illustrious title of Africanus ; but it ia not 
only from the warm climates iu which he has 
served, nor from the disasters which lie has suf- 
fered, that he deserves the same appellation with 
that renowned Romitn ; but that magnanimity with 
'Which he appears in his last moments, is what gives 
him the undoubted character of hero. Cato stabbed 
himself, and Hannibal drank poison ; but our Afri- 
canus lives in the continual puncture of aching bones 
and poisoned juices. The old heroes ded from tor- 
ments by death ; and this modern lives in death 
and torments, with an heart wholly bent upon a 
supply for remaining in them : an ordinary spirit 
would sink under his oppressions, but he makes an 
advantage of his very sorrow, and raises an income 
from his diseases. Long lias this worthy been con- 
versant in battering, and knows that when stocks 
are lowest it is tbe time to buy. Therefore, with 
much prudence and tranquillity, he thinks that, 
now he has not a bone sound, but a thousand oo- 
dous parts for which the anatomists have not words, 
and more disease than the college ever heard of, it 
is the only time to purchase an annuity for Kfe. Sir 
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Thomas told me it was an entertainment 'more sur-^ 
prising and pleasant than can be imagined^ to see an 
inhabitant of neither world, without hand to lift, or 
leg to move, and scarce a tongue to utter his meaning, 
so keen upon biting the whole world, and making 
bubbles at his exit. Sir Thomas added, that he 
would have bought twelve shillings a year of him, but 
that he feared there was some trick in it, and be- 
lieved him already dead. ** What," says the knight, 
"is Mr. Partridge, whom I met just now, going on 
bbth his legs firmer than I can, allowed to be quite 
dead; and shall Afiricanus, without one limb that 
can do its office, be pronounced alive V 

l¥hat heightened the tragi-comedy of this market 
for annuities was, that the observation of it provoked 
Monoculus (who is the most eloquent of all men) 
to many excellent reflections : which he spoke with 
the vehemence and language both of a gamester 
and an orator. " When I cast, " said that delightful 
speaker, ''my eye upon thee, thou unaccountable 
Africanus, I cannot but call myself as unaccoun- 
table as thou art; for, certainly, we were bom to 
show what contradictions nature is pleased to form 
in the same species. Here am I, able to eat, to 
drink, to sleep, and to do acts of nature, except 
begetting my like ; and yet, by an unintelligible 
force of spleen and fancy, I every moment imagine 
I am dying. It is utter madness in thee to provide 
for supper ; for I will bet you ten to one, you do 
not live until half an hour mer four; and yet I am 
so distracted as to be in fear every moment ; though 
I will lay ten to three, I drink three pints of burnt 
claret at your funeral three nights hence. After all, 
I envy thee; thou who, dying, hast no sense of 
death, art happier than one in health, who always 
fears it.^' The knight had gone on, but that a third 
man ended the scene, by applauding the knight's 
eloquence and philosophy, in a laughter too violent 




as much as he 

St. Jama'i Cofee-kouie. July I. 
This day arrived here' three mails trom HolUnd, 
with advices relating to the alfairs of the l^w Coua- 
tnea; which say, that the confederate army ext«ai!s 
from Luuchin, on the causeway between ToutUT 
and Lisle, to Epain, near Mortagne ud die Sch«ia. 
The Murshal Villare remains in his camp at Lean 
but it is laid, be detached ten thousand men under 
the command of the Chevalier de Luxemburg, Hilb 
orders to form a camp at Crejiin on the Uaine, be- 
tween Cond^ aud St. yuillam, where he is to be 
Joined by the Elector of Bavaria, with a body of 
troops; and, after their conjunction, to attempt U> 
march into Brabant. But they write from Brussels, 
that the Duke of Marlboro ugh, having it equally in 
bis power to make detachments tu the same parU, 
they are under no apprchensioDit from thette reports 
for the safety of their country. They further adil 
from Brussels, that they have good authority for 
believing that the French troops under the coflj)' 
the Marshal de Bezons are retiring out of Su 
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By Mrs, Jenny Distapf, Half-sister' 

Mr. BlCKEHSTAFP. 

QuUquid nfuH( Soniine* 

itnitri tit farrago libelti. 

Jitv. Sat. j. 8S, 
Whate'er men do, or aay, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for it* theme. P. 

White't Chocoiate-houm, July 2, 
It nay bethought very unaccountable, that I, •*»-j 
'je supposed to go to Wliite's, sboi" 
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tend to talk to yoa of. matters proper for, or in the 
style of, that place. But though I never visit these 
public haunts, I converse with those who do ; and, 
for all they pretend so mush to the contrary, they 
are as talkative as our sex, and as much at a loss 
.to entertain the present company, without sacrificing 
the last, as we ourselves. This reflection has led 
me into the consideration of the use of speech ; and 
made me look over, in my memory, all my acquain- 
tance of both sexes, to know to which I may more 
justly impute the sin of superfluous discourse in re- 
gard to conversation, without entering into it as it 
respects religion. 

I foresee, my acquaintance will immediately, upon 
starting this subject, ask me, how I shall celebrate 
Mrs. Alice Copswood, the Yorkshire huntress, who 
is come to town lately, and moves as if she were on 
her nag, and going to take a five-bar gate ; and is as 
loud as if she were folloMr|ng her dogs ? I can easily 
answer that ; for, she is as soft as Damon, in com- 
parijion of her brother-in-law Tom Bellfrey, who is 
the most accomplished man in this kingdom for all 
gentleman-like activities and accomplishments. ^ It 
is allowed, that he is a professed enemy to the 
Italian performers in musick : but then, for our own 
native manner, according to the customs and known 
usages of our island, he is to be preferred, for the 
generaUty of the pleasure he bestows, much before 
diose fellows, though they sing to full theatres: 
for, what is a theatrical voice to that of a fox-hunter ? 
I have been at a musical entertainment in an open 
field, where it amazed me to hear to what pitches 
the chief masters would reach. There was a meet- 
ing near our seat in Staffordshire, and the most emi- 
nent of the counties of England were at it. How 
wonderful was the harmony between men and dogs ! 
RoImb Cartail of Bucks was to answer to Jowler ; 
Mr. Tmbreast of Cornwall was, appointed to open 
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with Sweetlips ; and Beau Slimber, a LondooM, 
undertook to keep up with Trips, a wlielp just set 
in : Tom Bellfrey and Ringwood were coupled to- 
gether, to till the cry on all occasions, and be in al 
the death of the fo%, hare, or stag, for which liuli 
log and the man were excellently suited, luul 
toTed one another, and were as much toypether, w 
Banister and King. When Jowler first alarmed the 
field, Cartail repeated every note : Sweetlips' tre- 
ble succeeded, anil shook the wood: Tinhrewt 
echoed a quarter of a mile beyond it. We were 
soon after all at a Ions, until we rode un, and found 
Trips, and Slimber al a default in half'-notM: hut 
the day and the tune was recovered by Tom Bell- 
Irey and Ringwood, to the great joy of ua all, though 
they drowned every other voice : for Bellfreycaitiet 
a note four furlongs, three rods, and six pacei)&r- 
thcr than any other in England. 

I fear the mention of this will be thought a H- 
gression from my purpose about speech ; but I an- 
swer. No. Since this is used where speech rather 
should be emtiloyed, it may come into considention 
in the same chapter: for, Mr. Bellfrey being at i 
visit where I was,riz.athiscousin's(Lady Dainty'a) 
in Soho-squarc, was asked, what entertainment^ 
they had in the country ? Now, Bellfrey is very 
ignorant, and much a clown i but confident witbSI: 
in a word, he struck up a fox-chace ; Lady Dain^'s 
dog, Mr. Sippet, as she calls him, started, jumped 
out of his lady'tj lap, and fell a barking. Bellfrey 
went on, and called all the neighbouring parishes 
into the square. Never was a woman insuchcoafu- 
sion as that delicate lady : but there was no stop- 
ping her kinsman. A room-full of ladies tell into the 
most violent laughter ; my lady looked as if she 
was shrieking: Mr. Sippet, in the middle of the 
room, breaking his heart with barking, but all of 
us unheard. A« aoon &a BeUhe^ became silent, up 



gets my lady^ and takes him by the arm, to lead 
him off: Bellfrey was in his boots. As she was 
hurrying him away, his spur, takes hold of her pet- 
ticoat ; his whip &rows down a cabinet of china : 
he cries, "What! are your crocks rotten ? are your 
(petticoats ragged ? A man cannot walk in your house 
lor trincums." 

Eyery county of Great Britain has one hundred or 
nore of this sort of fellows, who roar instead of 
•leaking : therefore, if it be true, that the women 
are also given to a greater fluency of words than is 
necessary, sure she that disturbs but a room or a 
'femily, is more to be tolerated than one who draws 
together whole parishes and counties, and some- 
timeo (with an estate that might make hini the 
-Messing and ornament of the world around him) 
lias no other view and ambition, but to be an ani- 
mal above dogs and horses, without the relish of 
any one enjoyment which is peculiar to the faculties 
-of human nature. I know it will here be said, that, 
'talking of mere country squires at this rate, is, ' as 
.it were, to write against Valentine and Orson. To 
prove any thing against the race of men, you must 
take them as they are adorned with education ; as 
'they live in Courts, or have received instructions in 
-Colleges. 

But I am so full of my late entertainment by Mr. 
Bellfrey, that I must defer pursuing this subject to 
another, day : and wave the proper observation upon 
the different offenders in this kind ; some by profound 
eloquence on small occasions, others by degrading 
speech upon great circumstances. Expect, there- 
fore, to hear of the whisperer without business, 
the laughter without wit, the complainer without 
receiving injuries, and a very large crowd, which I 
shall not forestal, who are common (though not 
commonly observed) impertinents, whose tongues 
are two voluble for tibeir brains, and are the general 



TATLKH. K'37. 

deBpiserHof US women, thou|i;h we bave their superior 
the men of sense, for our servants. 



WilVi Cofec-koute, July 3. 

A very ingenious gentleman was comi^aiiuiig ^> 
evening, that the piny ers are grown bo seveie fintici, 
that they would nut take in his play, though it bas 
aa many fine tilings in it as any play that has bettn 
writ since the days of Drydcn. He began his dis' 

urse about his play with a preface- 

"Tliere is," said he, "somewhat (hovfevef we 
palliate it) in the very frame and make uf us, that 
subjects our minds to chagrin and inesolution on 
any emergency of time or place. Tlie difficulty 
grows on our sickened imagination, under all Uie kill- 
ing circumstances of ganger and disappointment. 
This we see, not only id the men of retirement aod 
fancy, but in the characters of the men of action: 
with this only difference; the coward sees the dan- 
get, and sickens under it; the hero, warmed hy the 
difficulty, dilates, and rises in proportioD to that, 
and in some sort makes use of his very fears to dia- 
tirm it. A remarkable instance of this we have in 
the great Ctesar, when lie came to the Rubicon, and 
was entering upon a part, perhaps, the moat haiard- 
ous he ever bore (certainly the most ungrateful), a 
war with his countrym,en. When his mind brooded 
over personal affronts, perhaps his anger burned with 
a desire of revenge: but when more serious reflec- 
tions laid before him the hazard of the enterprise, 
with the dismal consequences which were likely to 
attend it, aggravated hy a special circumstance, 
' What figure it would bear in tlie world, or how be 
excused to posterity? What shall he do7'— His 
honour, which was his religion, bids him arm: and 
he sounds the inclination of his party by this ael 
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C^8AR TO HIS PARTY AT THE RUBICON. 

Great Jore! attend ; and thoa my native soily 
Safe in my triumphs, glutted in my spoil ; 
Witness with what reluctance I oppose 
My arms to thine, secure of other foes. 
What passive breast can bear disgrace like mine? 
Traitor? — For this I conquer'd on the Rhine, 
Endur'd their ten years' drudgery in Gaul, 
Adjourn'd their fate, and sav'd the Capitol. 
I grew by every guiliy triumph less: 
The crowd, when drunk with joy, their souls express^ 
Impatient of the war, yet fear success. 
Brave actions dazzle with too bright a ray ; 
Like birds obscene they chatter at the day : 
Giddy with rule, and valiant in debate. 
They throw the die of war, to save the State. 
And, Gods ! to gild ingratitude with fame. 
Assume the patriot's, we the rebel's name. 
Farewell, my friends ; your General, forlorn. 
To your bare pity, and the public scorn, 
Must lay that honour and his laurel down. 
To serve the vain caprices of the gown ; 
ExposM to all indignities, the brave, 
Deserve of those they glorjr'd but to sare, 
To rods and axes ! — No, the slaves can't dare 
Play with my grief, and tempt my last despair. 
This shall the honours which it won maintain. 
Or do me justice, ere I hug my chain. 

St. Jameses Coffee-house, July 4. 
There has arriyed no mail since our last; so that 
we have no manner of foreign news, except we were 
to give you, for such, the many speculations which 
are on foot concerning what was imported by the 
last advices. There are, it seems, sixty battalions 
and seventeen squadrons appointed to serve in the 
siege of Tournay ; the garrison of which place con- 
sists of but eleven battalions and four squadrons. 
Letters of the twenty-ninth of the last month, from 
Berlin, have brought advice, that the Kings of Den- 
mark and Prussia, and his Majesty Augustus, were 
within few days to come to an interview at Potsdam. 
These letters mention, that two Polish Princes, of 
the family of Sapieha and Lubermirsky, lately ar« 
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rived from ParU, ccinlinD the reports of the iiuB«y 
in Fraoce for want of provisluns, and g;ive a, particu- 
lar instance of iti which is. that on the day Mon- 
sieur Rouille returned to Court, Uie common people 
gathered in crowds about the Dunphin'a coach, cry- 
ing "Peace and bread, bread nnd peace." 

•/ Mrs. Diatalf has taken upon her, while she 
writes this paper, to tura ber thoughts wholly to ibe 
service of Iter own sex, and to propose remedjet 
against the greatest vexations attending female life. 
She has for this end written a. small treatise concern- 
ing the Second Word, with an appendix on the uh 
of a Keply ; very proper for all such as are married 
to persons either ill-bred or ill-natured. Thtire ia in 
this tract a digression fur the use of virgins, conciirn-' 
ing the words, I will. 

A gentlewomen who has a very delicate em, 
wants a tuaid who ean whisper, and help her in the 
government of her family. If the said servant oan 
clear-starch, lisp, and tread softly, she shftll hire 
suitable encouragement in her wages. 
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Qaicguid agunl hotainei 

rrostri (sl farrago libelH. ' 
JiTV. Sat. i. U,1 
Whale'er man do, or nay, or think, urdroam, 
Our motley paper aeisei fur its Ihenie. 

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-Sister to Mr. 

BlCKEKSTAFF. 

From my aum Apartj^ent, July 6. 
1 PINB among my biotlier's papers the following 
"vrbatiin., which I 'WDudei how lie couldjkf* 
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pn^ss so long M he has, since it was sent him for no 
other end» but to show the good effect his writings 
have already had upon the ill customs of the age. 

' Sir, London, Jane 23. 

' The end of all public papers ought to be the 
benefit and instruction, as well as the diversion of 
the readers ; to which I see none so truly conduciye 
as your late performances ; especially those tending 
to the rooting out from among us, that unchristian- 
like and bloody custom of duelling ; which, that you 
have already m some measure performed, will ^[>- 
pear to die public in the following no less true than 
peroic stonr. 

' A noble gentleman of this city, who has the 
honour of serving his country as Major of the Train- 
bands, being at the. general mart of stock-jobbers, 
called Jonathan's, endeaTOuring to raise himself (as 
all men of honour ought) to the degree of colonel 
Ht least ; it happened that he bought the bear of an- 
other officer, who, though not commissioned in the 
army, yet no less eminently serves the public than 
the odier, in raising the credit of the kingdom by 
raising that of the stocks. However, having sold 
the bear, and words arising about the delivery, the 
most noble Major, no less scorning to be out-witted 
in the coffee-house, than to run into the field, ac- 
cording to method, abused the other with the titles 
of rogue, villain, bear-skin man, and the like. 
Whereupon satisfaction was demanded, and ac- 
cepted ; so, forth the Major marched, commanding 
his adversary to follow. • To a most spacious room 
in a sheriff's house, near the place of quarrel, they 
come ; where, having due regard to what you have 
lately published, they resolved not to shed one 
another's blood in that barbarous manner you pro- 
hibited ; yet not willing to put up affronts without 
satisfaction, they stripped, and in a decent manner 
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fought full fairly with their wmthful hud>. tlie 
(!0inbal lasted n quarter nf an hour ; in which tine 
vi<:tory was often Houbtfitl, and many a dry bloir 
wsH strenuouNly laid on hy ftach nide, until the Majiir, 
finding his adveriary obstinate, unwilling to give 
him further chaatiaeu^nt, with most shrill vuioe ' 
cried out, " I am natistied enough !" Whereu^n 
the comhat ceuiied, and both were friends un- 
iuediat«ly. 

■ Thus the world may see, how necessary it it to 
encourage those roen, who make it their bu»iiiesK to 
instruct the people in every thing necessary for tlieir 
preservation. I am informed a body of worlliy 
citizens have agreed on an address of thanks to you, 
for what you have writ on the foregoin)^ tiubjsct, 
whereby they acknowledge one of their tu^ly- 
esteemed officers preserved from death. 

Your humble servaoti 

A.B.' 

I fear the word bear is hardly to he uQderitoml 
among the polite people ; but I take the meaning to 
be. timt one who insures a real value upon an ima- 
ginary thing, is said to sell a bear, and is the same 
tiling as a pTomise among courtiers, or a vow between 
lovers, lliave writ to my brother to hasten to town; 
and hope that printing the letters directed to him, 
which I know not how to answer, will bring hun 
speedily ; and, therefore, I add also the following: 

' mh, bickcrstaff, July 6, IT09. 

' You have hinted a generous intention of taking 
under yuur consideration the whisperers without 
business, and laugliern without occasion; as you 
tender the welfare nf your country, I entreat you 
not to forget or delay so public -spirited a work. 
Now or never is the time. Many other calamities 
may cease with tlie war ; but I dismally dread the 
■nultiplicalion of these mortals under the e^ 
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luxurioiuneBS of a settled peace, half the blessing of 
which may be destroyed by them. Their mistake 
lies certainly here, in a wretched belief, that their 
mimickry passes for real business, or true wit. 
Dear Sir, convince them, that it never was, is, or 
eTer will be, either of them ; nor ever did, does, or to 
all futurity ever can, look like either of them ; but 
that it is the most cursed disturbance in nature, 
which is possible to be inflicted on mankind, under 
the noble definition of a social creature. In doing 
this. Sir, you will oblige more humble servants than 
can find room to subscribe their names.' 

White's Ckocolate-house, July 6. 

In pursuance of my last date from hence, I am 
to proceed on the accounts I promised of several 
personages among the men, whose conspicuous for- 
tunes, or ambition in showing their follies, have ex- 
alted them above their fellows : the levity of their 
minds is visible in their every word and gesture, and 
there is not a day passes but puts me in mind of 
Mr.Wycherley's character of a coxcomb : ' He is ugly 
all over, with the affectation of the fine gentleman.' 
Now though the women may put on softness in their 
looks,, or affected severity, or impertinent gaiety, or 
pert smartness, their self-love and admiration cannot 
under any of these disguises appear so invisible as 
that of the men. You may easily take notice, that 
in all their actions there is a secret approbation, 
either in the tone of their voice, the turn of their body, 
or cast of their eye, which shows that they are ex- 
tremely in their own favour. 

Take one of your men of business ; he shall keep 
you half an hour with your hat off, entertaining you 
with his consideration of that affair you spoke of to 
him last, until he has drawn a crowd that observes 
you in this grimace. Then, when he is public 
enough, he immediately runs into secrets, and falls 
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A whispering. You and he make breaka with aA- 
yerhs ; as, ' But Kowcver, thus far ;' and then you 
-whisper again, and so on, until they who are about 
you are dispersed, and your bnay man's vanity is no 
longer gratilied, by the notice taken of what impor- 
tance he is, and how incontiiilerable you are! for 
your pretender to busiueHS ia nnver in secret, but in 

There \a my dear lord No-where, of all men the 
most gracious and most obliging, the terror of valeh 
de chambre, whom he oppresses with good breeihngi 
by in(|uiring for iny good lord, and for ray good 
lady's health. This inimitable courtier will whisper 
a privy counsellor's lacquey with the utnio«t good- 
ness and condescension to know when they nest flit; 
and ia thoroughly taken up, and thinks he has a put 
in a secret, if he knowH that there is a secret, 
' What it IB,' he will whisper you, that ' lime will 
discover;' then he slinigs and colls you back 

again ■ 8ir, I need not say to you, that these 

things are not to be spoken of and hsrkye, no 

names, J would not be Quoted.' What adds to the 
jest is, that his emptinesM has its moods and seasons, 
and he will not condescend lo let you into these his 
fliacoveries, except he ia in very good humour, or 
has seen somebody of fashion talk to yoii. He will 
keep his nothing to himself, and pass by and OTer- 
look as well as the best of them ; not observing that 
he is insolent when he is gracious, and obliging 
when he is haughty. Show me a woman so incon- 
siderable as this frequent character. 

But my mind, now I am in, turn« to many no 
less observable : thoii dear Will Shoe-string ! I 
profess myself in love with thee I how shall I speak 
to thee? how shall I address thee T how shall I draw 
thee 7 thou dear outside ! Will you be combing 
your wig, playing with your boi, or picking your 
teeth? or chooaeal \!ho« tsAWi to lie aijealdng ; to 
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be speaking for thy only puqK)se in speaking, to 
show your teeth ? Rub them no longer, dear Shoe^ 
string* : do not premeditate murder : do net for ever 
whiten. Oh! that for my quiet and his own they 
were rotten I 

But I will forget him, and give my hand to- the 
courteous Umbra. He is a fine man indeed, but 
the soft creature bows below my apron-string, be- 
fore he takes it; yet, after the first ceremonies, he 
is as familiar as my physician, and his insignificancy 
makes me half ready to complain to him of all I 
would to my doctor. He is so courteous, that he 
carries half the messages of ladies' ails in town to 
their midwives and nurses. He understands too the 
art of medicine as far as to the cure of a pimple, or 
a rash. On occasions of the like importance, he 
is the most assiduous of all men living, in consulting 
and searching precedents from family to family ; 
then he speaks of his obsequiousness and diligence 
in the style of real services. If you sneer at him, 
and thank him for his great friendship, he bows, 
and says, 'Madam, all the good offices in my 
power, while I have any knowledge or credit, shall 
be at your service.' The consideration of so shal- 
low a being, and the intent application with which 
he pursues trifles, has made me carefally reflect 
upon that sort of men we usually call an imper- 
tinent : and I am, upon mature deliberation, so far 
from being offended with him, that I am really 
obliged to him; for though he will take you aside, 
and talk half an hour to you upon matters wholly 
insignificant, with the most solemn air, yet I con- 
sider that these things are of weight in his imagina- 
tion, and he thinks he is communicating what is for 
my service. If, therefore, it be a just rule to judge 

« Sir William Whitlocke, knt. Member for Oxon, Bencher 
ofthe Middle Temple: he is the learned knight mentioned. 
Tat. No. 43. 
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of anun, by his iatentioD, according to th« 
of good breeding, he that is impertinently kind 
wise, to do you service, ought in return to have a 
proportionable place, both in your affection and 
esteem ; so that the courteous Umbra deseires the 
favour of all his acquaintance ; for though he never 
served them, he is ever willing to do it, and believes 
he does it. 
As impotent kindness is to be returned with al) 
our abilities to oblige ; so impotent malice is to be 
treated with all our force to depress it. For this 
reason. Fly-blow, (who is received in all the families 
in town, through the degeneracy and iniquity of their 
manners) is to be treated like a knave, though he it 
one of the weakest of fools ; he has by rote, and at 

I second hand, all that can be said of any man of 
figure, wit, and virtue, in town. Name a man of 
worth, and this creature tells you the worst passage 
of his life. Speak of a beautiful woman, and this 
puppy will whisper the next man to him, though he 
has nothing to say of her. He is a fly that feeds on 
the sore part, and would have nothing to live on if 
the whole body were in health. You may know him 
by thefrequency of pronouncing the particle 6b(; for 
which reason 1 never heard him spoke of with com- 
mon charity, without using my hvl against him; for 
a friend of mine saying the other day, ' Mrs. Distaff 
has wit, good-humour, virtue, and friendship ;' this 
oaf added, ' But she is not handsome.* Coxcomb! 
the gentleman was saying what 1 was, not what I 
was not. 

St. James's Coffee-house, July 6. 
The approaches before Toumay have been carried 
on with great success; and our advices from the 
camp before that place, of the eleventh instant, e 
that they had already made a lodgment on the 
Two hundred boats were come up the Scheb 
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the heavy artillery and ammunition, which would be 
employed in dismounting the enemy^s defences, and 
raised on the batteries the fifteenth. A great body 
of miners are summoned to the camp, to counter- 
mine the works of the enemy. We are convinced of 
the weakness of the garrison by a certain account 
that they called a council of war» to consult whether 
it was not advisable to march into the citadel, and 
leave the town defenceless. We are assured, that 
when the confederate army was advancing towards 
the camp of Marshal Villars, that general dispatched 
a courier to his master with a letter, giving an ac- 
count of Iheir approach, which concluded with the 
following words : * The day begins to break, and your 
Majesty's army is already in order of battle. Before 
noon I hope to have the honour of congratulating 
your Majesty on the success of a great action : and 
you shall be very well satisfied with the Marshal 
VUlars! 

%* Mrs. Distaffhadi receiVed the Dialogue dated 
Monday evening, which she has sent forward to Mr. 
Bickerstaff at Maidenhead: and in the mean time 
gives her service to the parties. 

It is to be noticed, that when any part of Ihis 
paper appears dull, there is a design m it. 
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Qmitqtid aguni kiimime» 

nottri est farrago libeUi, 

Jnv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Wkate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

By Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 
Grecian Coffee-hmtey July 7. ^ 

As I am called forth by the immense love I bear to 
my'follow-ereatures, and the .warmindination I feel 
VOL« 1. 2 b 
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, to HtuiD, aa far as I can, the prenuling 
ice and ignorance; bo I cannot mure pn- 
e thai noble impulse, Uian by setting lurth 
tne excellence of virtue and knowleUgv, id thw 
native and beautiful colours. For ihiit reaton, 1 
inade my late excursion to Oxford, where those 
qualities appear tn their hii^best lustre, and ibe only 
pretences to honour and distinction. Superiority is i 
there ^iveo in proportion to men's adrancemeni lb ' 
wisdom and learning; and that juxt rule of life w so i 
unirersally received anione tliose happy people, that 
you shall itee an earl walk bareheaded to the ton of ' 
the meanest artilicer, iti respect to seven years' more 
worth and knowledge than the nobleman is pouessd 
of. In other places they bow to men's fortun«,bi]l 
here to their understandings. It is nut to be ex- 
pressed, how pleasing the ordcsr, the discipUne, Ibe 
regularity of their lives, is to a uhilo.sopher, who hu 
by many years experience in tlie world, learned to 
condemn every thing but what is revered in this 
mansion of select and well-taugbt spirits, l^e nuf- ' 
niticence of their palaces, the greatness of their re- 
venues, the aweeiiiesa of their groves and retire- 
ments, seemed, equally adapted for the residence of 
princes and philoaopbers ; and a familiarity with ob- 
jects of splendour, as well us places of recess, pre- 
pares the inhabitants with an equanimity of tneir 
futurefortuiies, whether humble or illustrious. Hon 
was I pleased, when I looked round at St. Mary'!, 
and could, in the faces of tlie tageaious youth, see 
ministers of state, chancellors, bishops, and judges, 
Here only is human life ! Here only the life of mas 
ia that of a rational being! Here men understand, 
^}Nfl are employed in works worthy their noble nature. 
W ' Iransitory being passes away in an eiaploymenl 
I nrorlhy a future state, the contemplation of tlie 

F decrees of Providence. Each man Uvea at if 

B In nnswer ihe mieslions made to Job, ' Whert 
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wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Who shut up the sea with doors, and said. Hitherto 
ihalt thou come, and no farther ?' Such speculations 
make life agreeable, and death welcome. 

But, alas ! I was torn from this noble society by 
the business of this dirty, mean world, and the cares 
of fortune : for I was obliged to be in London against 
the seventh day of the term, and accordingly govern- 
ed myself by my Oxford almanack*, and came last 
night; but find, to my great astonishment, that this 
ignorant town began to term on the twenty-fourth of 
£e last month, in opposition to all the learning and 
astronomy of the famous University of which I have 
been speaking; according to which, the term cer- 
tainly wa^ to commence on the first instant. You 
may be sure, a man, who has turned his studies, as I 
have, could not be mistaken in point of time; for, 
knowing I was to come to town in term, I examined 
the passing moments very narrowly, and called an 
eminent astronomer to my assistance. Upon very 
strict observati9n we found, that the cold has been 
BO severe this last winter (which is allowed to have 
a bedumbing quality), that it retarded ,the earth in 
moving round, from Christmas to this season, full, 
seven days and two seconds. My learned friend 
assured me farther, that the earth had lately received 
a shock from a comet that crossed its vortex : which, 
if it had come ten degrees nearer to us, had made 
us lose this whole term. I was indeed once of 
opinion that the Gregorian computation was the 
most regular, as being eleven days before the 
Julian ; but am now fully convinced, that we ought 
to be seven days after the chancellor and judges, and 

♦ The humoar of this paper is not peculiarly restricted to 
the Oxford Almanack for the year 1709: it is equally appli- 
cable to all the Oxford Almanacks before or since thatperidd, 
being founded on the difference between the University terms 
and the Law terms, just as obvious now as it was then ; as 
may be seen by comparing the Oxford with the London 
Almanack. 



eighteen before the pope of Rome; and l^t the ' 
Oxonian computation is the best of the three. 

These are the reasous which I hare ^thered irom 
philosophy and nature ; to which 1 can add other 
circumstances, in vindication of the account of this 
learned body who pnbhsh this almanack. 

It is notorious to philosophers, that joy and grief 
:an hasten and delay time. Locke is of opinion, 
that a man in great misery may so far lose his mea- 
ure, us to think a minute an hour; or in joy make 
n hour a minute. Let us examine the present case 
by this rule, and wB shall And, that the cause of this 
general mistake in the British nation has been the 
great success of the campaign, and the following 
hopes of peace. Stocks ransohigh at the Exchange, 
thatthe citizens hadgainedthroe days of the courtiers; 
and we have indeed been so happy all this reign, that, 
if Uie Uuiversity did not rectify our mistakes, we 
should think ourselves but in the second year of her 
present Majesty. It would be endless to enumerate 
the many damages that have happened by this igno- 
rance of the vulgar. All the recognizances within the 
diocese of Oxford have been forfeited, for not ap- 
pearing on the tirst day of the fictitious term. The 
University has been nonsuited, in their action against 
the booksellers, for printing Clarendon in quarto. 
Indeed, what gives me the most quick concern, is 
the case of a poor gentleman, nty friend, who was 
the other day taken in execution by a set of ignorant 
bailiffs. He should, it seems, have pleaded in the 
first week of term ; but being a master of arts of 
Oxford, he would not recede from tJie Oxonian com- 
putation. He showed Mr. Broad the almauack, 
and the very day when the term began : but the 
merciless, ignorant fellow, against all sense and 
learning, would hurry him away: he went indeed 
quietly enough; but he has taken exact notes of the 
time of arrest, and sufficient witnessess of his being 
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carried into gaol ; and has, by advice of the recorder 
of Oxford, brought his action ; and we doubt not 
but we shall pay them off with damages, and ble- 
mish the reputation of Mr. Broad. We have one 
convincing proof, which all that frequent the courts 
of justice are witnesses of: the dog that comes con- 
stantly to Westminster on the first day of the term, 
did not appear until the first day according to the 
Oxford Almanack; whose instinct I tdke to be a 
better guide than men's erroneous opinions, which 
are usually biassed by interest. 1 judge in this 
case, as king Charles the second victualled his navy, 
with the bread which one of his dogs chose of seve- 
ral pieces thrown before him, rather than trust to the 
asseverations of the victuallers. Mr. Cowper*, and 
other learned counsel, have already urged the autho- 
rity of this almanack, in behalf of their clients. We 
shall, therefore, go on with all speed in our cause ; 
and doubt not Chancery will give at the end what we 
lost in the beginning, by protracting the term for us 
until Wednesday come seven- night. And the 
University orator shall for ever pray, &c. 

From my own Apartment, July 31. 

The subject of duels has, I find, been started with 
so good success, that it has been the frequent sub- 
ject of conversation among polite men ; and a dia- 
logue of that kind has been transmitted to me, verba- 
tim, as follows. The persons concerned in it are men 
of honour and experience in the manners of men, 
and have fallen upon the truest foundation, as well 
as searched the bottom of this evil. 

Mr. Sage. If it were in my power every man 
that drew his sword, until in the service, or purely 
to defend his life, person, or goods from violence (I 
mean abstracted from all punctos or whims of 

♦ Spencer Cowper, brother to the first Earl of the name ; at 
that tune a celebrated counsellor, and afterwards Chief Jus- 
tice of the CommoD Pleas. 

2 B a 
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bonour), should ride the wooden hone in tl 
yard for such first offence; for the second stand u 
the pillory; and for the third, be priaonerin Bedlani 
for life. 

Col. Plume. I remember that a rencounter, or 
duel, waaBofarirom being fashion amoDg the officers 
that served in a pari iament- army , that on the contiaiy 
it was as disreputable, and as great an impediinent 
to advancement in the service, as being bashful in 
time of action. 

Sir Stark. Vet I have been informed by some old 
cavaliers, of famous reputation for brave and gallant 
men, that they were much more in mode among 
their party than they have been duriug this last war. 

Col, Plume. That is true too. Sir. 

Mr. Sage. By what you say, gentlemen, one 
should think that our present military officers are 
compounded of an equal proportion of both those 
tempers; since du^Ls are neither quite discoun- 
tenanced, nor much in vogue. 

Sir Mark. That difference of temper in regard to 
duels, which appears to have been between the 
court and the parliament- men of the sword, was not 
(I conceive) for want of courage in the latter, nor of 
a liberal education, because there were some of the 
best families in England engaged in that party; but 
gallantry and mode, which glitter agreeably to the 
imagination, were encouraged by the court, as pro- 
moting its splendour ; and it was as natural that the 
contrary party (who were to recommend themselves 
to the public for men of serioils and solid parts) 
should deviate from every thing chimerical. 

Mr. Sage. 1 have never read of a duel among the 
Romans, and yet their nobility used more liberty 
with their tongues than one may do now without 
being challenged. 

Sir Mark. Perhaps the Romans were of opiiuoii, 
that ill language and brutal n 
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on those who were guilty of them : and that a man's 
reputation was not at all cleared by cutting the per- 
son's throat who had reflected upon it: but the cus- 
tom of those times had fixed the scandal in the 
action; whereas now it lies in the reproach. 

Mr. Sage. And yet the only sort of duel that one 
can conceive to have been fought upon motives truly 
honourable and allowable, was that between the 
Horatii and CuraHL 

Sir Mark. Colonel Plume, pray, what was the 
method of single combat in your time among the 
cavaliers ? I suppose, that as the use of clothes con- 
tinues, though the fashion of them has been mutable; 
so duels, though still in use, have had in all times 
their particular modes of performance. 

Col. Plume, We .had no constant rule, but 
generally conducted our dispute and tilt according to 
the last that had happened between persons of repu- 
tation, among the very top follows for bravery and 
gallantry. 

Sir Mark, If the fashion of quarrelling and tilt- 
ing was so often changing in your time. Colonel 
Plume, a man might fight, yet lose his credit for 
want of understancUng the fashion. 

Colonel Plume, Why, Sir Mark, in the beginning 
of July a man would have been censured for want 
of courage, or being thought indigent of the true 
notions of honour, if he had put up words, which in 
tl^ end of September following, one could not resent 
without passing for a brutal and quarrelsome fellow. 
' Sir Mark, But, Colonel, were duels or rencouu- 
ters most in fashion in those days 7 

Col. Plume. Your men of nice honour. Sir, were 
for avoiding all censure of advantage which they 
su{^08ed might be tn^ken in a rencounter ; therefore 
they used seconds, who were to see that all was 
upon the square, and make a faithful report of the 
whole combat ; but in a little time it became a 
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Vashibn for the seconds to tight, and I will leH-yon 
how it happened. 

Mr, Sage. Pray do. Colonel Plume, and the 
method of a duel at that time ; and give u» sonie 
notion of the punctos upon which your nice men 
quarrelled in those daya. 

Col. Plume. I was goinj^ to tell you, Mr. Sttgc, 
\ tluLt one Comet Modish had desired his friend Ca[h 
' tain Smart's opinion in some affair, but did not 
follow it ; upon which Captain 8mart sent Major 
Adroit {a very topprnjf fellow of those times) to ihf 
person that had slightcid his advice. The Major 
never intiuired into the (jiiarrel because it was nnt 
the manner then among the very topping fellowa: 
but got two swords of an equal length, and then 
waited upon Comet Modish, tlesiring him to cbome 
his sword, and meet his friend Captain Smart 
Cornet Modish came with his friend to the place of 
combat; there the principals put on their pumpa, 
and stripped to their shirts, to show, that they had 
nothing hut what men of honour carry about them, 
and then engaged. 

Sir Mark. And did the seconds stand by. Sir! 

Col, Plume, It was a received custom until that 
tnne; but the sworda of those days being; pretty 
long, and the principals acting on both sides upoh 
the defensive, and the morning being frosty, Majoi 
Adroit desired that the other second, who was also 
a very topping fellow, would try a thrust or -two. 
only to keep thcra warm, until the principals had 
decided the matter, which was agreed to by Modish's 
second, who presently whipped Adroit through tlie 
hbdy, disarmed him, and then parted the principals, 
who had received no harm at all. 

Mr. Soge. But was not Adroit laughed at? 

'lol. Plume. On iho contrary, the very tupping 
ws were ever after of opinion, that no man, who 
■il thul cliaracler, could serve as a seconil. 
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without fighting; and the Smarts and Modishcs, 
finding their account in it, the humour took without 
opposition. 

Mr. Sage. Pray, Colonel, how long did that . 
fashion continue ? 

Col. Phone. Not long neither, Mr. Sage ; for, 
as soon as it became a fashion, the very topping 
fellows thought their honour reflected upon, if they 
did not profter themselves as seconds when any of 
their friends had a quarrel, so that sometimes there 
were a dozen of a side. 

Sir Mark, Bless me ! if that custom had con- 
tinued, we should have been at a loss now for our 
very pret^ fellows ; for they seem to be the proper 
men to officer, animate, and keep up an army. But, 
pray, Sir, how did that sociable manner of tilting 
grow out of mode ? 

Col. Phone. Why, Sir, I will tell you : it was 
a law among the combatants, that the party which 
happened to have the first man disarmed or killed, 
should yield as vanquished: which some people 
thought might encourage the Modishes and Smarts 
in quarrelling to the destruction of only the very 
topping fellows ; and as soon as this reflection was 
started, the very topping fellows thought it an in- 
cumbrance upon their honour to fight at all them- 
selves. Since that time the Modishes and Smarts, 
throughout all Europe, have extolled the French 
king's edict. 

Sir Mark. Our very pretty fellows, whom I take 
to lie the successors of the very topping fellows, 
think a quarrel so little fashionable, that they will 
not be exposed to it by any other man^s vanity, or 
Want of sense. 

Mr, Sage. But, Colonel, I have observed in your 
account of duels, that there was a great exactness 
in avoiding all advantage that might possibly be be- 
tweein the combatants. 
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Co). Phimc. That is true. Sir; for the weapons 
were always equal. 

Mt. Sage. Yea, Sir ; but suppose an actiTe, 
Bilroit. strong man had insulted an awkward, or a 
ftteble, or an unpractised sword's-man ? 

Col, Plume. Then, Sir, they fought with pistoU. 

Mr. Sage. But, Sir, there might be a certain 
advantage that way ; for a good maHcsman will be 
sure to hit his man at tvrenty yards distance ; and a 
man whose hand shakes (which is common to meu 
that debauch in pleasures, or have not used pistols 
out of their holsters) will not venture to iire, unless 
he touches the person he shoots at. Now, Sir, I am 
of opinion, that one can get no honour in lulling a 
man, if one has it all mg, as the gamesters say, 
when they have a trick to make the game secure, 
though they seem to play upon the square. 

Sir Mark, tn truth, Mr. Sage, I think such a fact 
must be murder in a man's own private conscience, 
whatever it may appear to the world. 

Col. Plvme. I have known some men so nice, 
that they would not fight but upon a cloak with 
, pistols. 

Mr. Sage. I believe a custom well established 
^ould outdo the grand Monarch's edict. 

Sir Mark. And bullies would then leave off their 
long swords. But I do not find that a very pretty 
fellow can stay to change his sword when he is 
insulted by a bully with a long IHego; though his 
own at the same time be no longer than a penknife ; 
which will certainly he the case if such little swords 
are in mode. Pray, Colonel, how was it between 
the hectors of your time, and the very topping 
fellows ? 

Col. Plume. Sir, long swords happened to be 
geijerally worn in those times. 

Mr. Sage, In answer to what you were saying. 
Sir Mai'k, give me leave to inform you, ttist your 
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knights-errant (who were the very pretty fellows of 
those antient times) thought they could not honour- 
ably yield, though they had fought their own trusty 
weapons to the stumps ; but would venture as boldly 
with their page's leaden sword, as if it had been of 
enchanted metal. Whence, I conceive, there must 
be a spice of romantic gallantry in the composition 
of that very pretty fellow. 

Sir Mark. I am of opinion, Mr. Sage, that fashion 
governs a very pretty fellow ; nature or common 
sense, your ordinary persons, and sometimes men 
of fine parts. 

Mr. Sage, But what is the reason, that men of 
the most excellent sense and morals, in other points, 
associate their understandings with the very pretty 
fellows in that chimaera of a duel ? 

Sir Mark, There is no disputing against so great 
a majority. 

Mr. ^ge. But there is no scruple. Colonel 
Plume, and I have done. Do not you believe there 
may be some advantage even upon a cloak with 
pistols, which a man of nice honour would scruple 
to take? 

Col. Plume, Faith, I cannot tell. Sir ; but since 
one may reasonably suppose that, in such a case, 
there can be but one so far in the wrong as to oc- 
casion matters to come to that extremity, I think 
the chance of being killed should fall but on one ; 
whereas, by their close and despercte manner of 
fighting, it ma y v ery probably happen to both. 

Sir Mark, Why, gentlemen, if they are men of 
such nice honour, and must fight, there will be no 
f6ar of foul play, if they threw up cross or pile who 
lilioiikl be sbot 
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H WilTs Coffee-house, July 11. 

^V Letters from the city of London give an accouat 
^B of a very great constcrDation that place ia id at pre- 
^H aent, hy reason of a late inquiry made at GnildQall, 
^F whctber a Doble person* has parts enough to de- 
seire the enjoyment of a great estate of which he 
U possessed? The city is apprehensive, that this 
precedent may go farther than was at first imagined. 
The person against whom this inquisition is set up 
-by his relations, i.s a peer of a neighbouring king- 
dom, and has in his youth made some few bulls, 
by which it is insinuated that he has forfeited his 
goods and chattels. This is the more astonishing, in 
fiiat there are many persons in the said city who are 
still more guilty than his lordship, and who, though 
they are idiots, do not only possess, but have also 
themselves acquired great estates, contrary to the 
known laws of this redm, which vest their posses- 
There is a gentleman in the coffee-house, at this 
time, exhibiting a bill in chancery against his fa- 
ther's younger brother, who, by some strange magic, 
has arrived at the valne of half a plum, as the 
citizens call an hundred thousand pounds; and in 
all the time of growing up to that wealth, was never 
known in any of his ordinary words or actions to 

• Richard, lie Bftli Tisconnl Wen 
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discover any proof of reason. Upon this foundation 
my friend has set forth, that he is illegally master 
of his coffers, and has writ two epigrams to signify 
his own pretensions and sufficiency for spending that 
estate. He has inserted in his plea some things 
which I fear will give offence ; for he pretends to 
argue, that though a man has a little oi the knave 
mixed with the fool, he is nevertheless liable to the 
loss of goods ; and makes the abuse of reason as 
just an avoidance of an estate as the total absence 
of it. This is what can never pass ; but witty men 
are so full of themselves, that there is no persuading 
them; and my friend will not be convmced, but 
that upon quoting Solomon, who always used the 
word fool as a term of the same signincation with 
unjust, and makes all deviation from goodness and 
▼irtue to come under the notion of folly : I say, he 
doubts not but by the force of this authority, let his 
idiot uncle appear never so great a knave, he shall 
prove him $i tool at the same time. 

This affair led the company here into an exami- 
nation of these points ; and none coming here but 
.wits, what was asserted by a young lawyer, that a 
lunatic is in the care of the chancery, but a fool in 
duit of the crown, was received with general indig- 
nation. < Why that?' says old Renault. /Why 
tliat? Why must a fool be a courtier more than 
a madman? This is the iniquity of this dull age. I 
remember the time when it went on the mad side : 
all your top wits were scourers, rakes, roarers, and 
demolishers of windows. I knew a mad lord, who 
was. drunk five years together, and was the envy of 
that age, who is faintly imitated by the dull pre- 
tenders to vice and madness in this. Had he lived 
to this day, there had not be^n a fool in fashion in 
the whole kingdom.' Whefki , Henault had done 
speaking, a very worthy man assumed the dis- 
course : * This is/ said he» * Mr, Bickei^tQjff, ^^t<^^\. 

FOJL. /. 2 c 




orgunieat for you to treat of id your article fVo» tUi 
plaice ; and if you would send your Pacolet into all 
our brains, yuu would Had, tLat a little fibre or 
valve, scarcu discernible, makes tbe diHtiuction be- 
tween a politician and an idiot. We should there' 
fore, throw a veil upon those unhappy iiistaucea of 
human nature, who aeem to breathe without the 
direction of reason and understanding, as we should 
avert our eyes with abhorrence from such as live in 
perpetual abuse and contradiction to those noble fa- 
culties. Shall this unfortunate man he divested ol' 
his estate, because he is tractable and indolent, runs 
in no man's debt, invades no man's bed, nor sp«ida 
the estate he owes his children and his character; 
when one who shews no sense above him, but in 
such practices, shall be esteemed in his senses, and 
possibly may pretend to tlie i^ardianship of him 
who is no ways his inferior, but in being less wicked '! 
We see old age brings us inditforently into the same 
impotence of soul, wherein nature has placed this 
lord.' 

There is something very fantastical in the distri- 
bution of civil power and capacity among men- 
The law certainly gives these persons into the ward 
and care of the crown, because that is best able to 
protect them from injuries, and the impositions of 
craft and knavery ; that the life of an idiot may not 
ruin the entail of a noble house, and his weakness 
may not frustrate the industry or capacity of the 
founder of his family. -. But when one of bright 
parts, as we say, with his eyes open, and all men's 
eyes upon him, destroys those purposes, there is no 
remedy. Folly and ij^orauce are punished ! folly 
and guilt are tolerated ! Mr. Locke has somewhere 
made a distinction between a madman aud a fool : 
a fool is be that from right principles makes a wrong 
conclusion ; but a madman is one who draws a just 
inference from faUe principles. Thus the fool who 
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cut off the fellow's head that lay asleep, and hid it» 
and then waited to see what he would say when he 
awaked and missed his head-piece, was in the right 
in the first thought, that a man would be surprised 
to find such an alteration in things since he fell 
asleep ; but he was a little mistaken to imagine he 
could awake at all after his head was cut off. A 
madman fancies himself a prince; but upon his 
mistake, he acts suitable to that character; and 
though he is i5ut in supposing he has principalities, 
while he drinks gruel, and lies in straw, yet you 
shall see him keep the port of a distressed monarch 
in all his words and actions. These two persons 
are equally taken into custody : but what must be 
done to half this good company, who every hour of 
their life are knowingly and wittingly both fools and 
madmen, and yet have capacities both of forming 
principles, and drawing conclusions, with the full 
use of reason ? 

JFrom my oum Apartment, July 11 . 

This evening some ladies came to visit my sister 
Jenny; and the discourse after very many frivolous 
and public matters, turned upon the main point 
among the women, the passion of love. Sappho, 
who always leads on this occasion, began to show 
her reading, and told us, that Sir John Suckling 
and Milton had, upon a parallel occasion, said the 
tenderest things she ever read. ' The circumstance,' 
•said she, * is such as gives us a notion of that pro- 
tecting part, which is the duty of men in their ho- 
nourable designs upon, or possession of women. 
In Suckling's tragedy of Brennoralt he makes the 
lover steal into his mistress's bedchamber, and draw 
the curtains ; then, when his heart is full of her 
charms, as she lies sleeping, instead of being car- 
ried away by the violence of his desires into thoughts 
of a warmer nature, sleep, which is the image of 
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death, ^ye» firia generoua lorn nt^eOomt 
fn^nt kiiid. whicti rc-gaiel rather ber saStty 
Wn paBsinn. For, heholdiDg her »a she Hw 
iln utters these words : 

" So miien louk apnn their gold, 

Wliich, while Ibey joy to see, Ibey feai ta ttm^ 

TliP pleuurf of the light acatn eqaaning 

The jnalooiy of Lcing disposseu^ by othen. 

Hrr (ace i« like the milky way i'the iky. 

A meeting of gcnik lighti without nam* '." 

" lUnv'n I shall thia freiih omanieDt of the wdtM, 

Thne jiredous love linen, fusa wilh other commua lUip 

Aiiioiigiit the nast«s of timer what pity 'twere." 

' When Milton make» Adam leaning on his am, 
beholding Kvc, and lying in the contemplatioo of 
jler beauty, he doHcribcH the ulnioBt tendemesa and 
^nrdiitn affection in one word ; 



' TMh ih that sort of passion which truly deserres 
the riaue of lore, and has Homething more geiKroui 
than friendship itself; for it haa a constant care of 
the object beloved, abstracted from its own interetti 
tn the poNaession of it. 

Sappho was proci:eding on die subject, when mj 
Mi»tvr produced a letter sent to her in the time of my 
■bHence, in celebration of the marriage state, which 
la the condition wherein only this sort of passion 
T«igiiB h) full authority. This epistle is us follows : 

• ' Dear Madam, 

' Your brother being absent, 1 dare take 

►"liberty of writing to you my thoughts of thai 

, which our whole sex either is, or desires to 

•- You will easily guess 1 mean matriraony, 

1 hear so much decried, that it was with no 

nr I maintained my ground against two op- 
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ponents ; but, as your brother observed of Socrates, 
I drew : them into my conclusion, from their own 
concessions ; thus : 

" In marriage are two happy things allow'd, 
A wife in wedding sheets, and in k shroud. 
How can a marriage state then be accurs'd, 
Since the last day's as happy as the first?'' 

* If you think they were too easily confuted, you 
may conclude them not of the first sense, by their 
talking against marriage. Yours, 

MARIANA.' 

I obseired Sappho began to redden at this epistle : 
and turning to a lady, who was playing with a dog 
she was so fond of as to caixy him abroad with her ; 
* Nay,' says she, ' I cannot blame the men if they 
have mean ideas of our souls and affections, and 
wonder so many are brought to take us for compa 
nions for life, when they see our endearments so 
triflingly placed ; for to my knowledge, Mr. Truman 
would give half his estate for half the affection 
you have shown to that Shock; nor do I believe 
you would be ashamed to confess » that I saw you 
cry, when he had the colic last week with lapping 
sour milk. What more could you do for your lover 
himself?' * What more !' replied the lady, * There 
is not a man in England for whom I could lament 
half so much*' Then she stifled the animal with 
kisses, and called him beau, life, dear momieur, pretty 
fellow, and what not, in the hurry of her imperti- 
nence. Sappho rose up ; as she always does at any 
thing she observes done which discovers in her own 
sex a levity of mind, that renders them inconsiderable 
in the opinion of ours. 
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While'i Chocolate-hmof, Jvi;/ 12. 
Thebb is no one thing more to be lamented in < 
nntiun, than tbeir general affectation of every lhin| 
that i> foreign ; nay, wc carry it so far, that we are 
niori' anxious for our awn countrymen when they 
huvct crusieil the seas, than when we see them in the 
BUinu dangoroua conditiun before our eyes at home: 
.else how is it possible, that on the twenty-ninth of 
the lait mouth, there should have been a battle 
fuught in uur very streets of London, and nobody at 
this end of the town has heard uf it 7 I protest, I 
who make it my buaineKS to ini^uire after adventures, 
•hould never have known this had not the following 
account been sent to m« inclosed in a letter. Thif, 
it nuemti, in the way of giving out orders in th? 
Artillery-company; and they prepare for a day of 
ai'tiun with ho little concern, as only to call it, ' Ad 
exercise of arms.' 

' An Exercise at Anus of the Artillery -company, 
to be performed on Wednesday, June the twen- 
ty-ninth, 170«, under llie command of Sir Jo- 
seph Woolfe, Knight and Alderman, General; 
Charles Ilopson, Es<|uirc, present Sheriff, Lieu- 
tenant-general ; Captain Richard Synge, Major; 
M^'or John Shorey, Captain of Grena<ners; 
Captain William Grayhurst, Captain John But- 
ler, Captain Robert Carellis, Captains. 

* The body marelied from the Artillery ground 
through Moorgate, Coleman-street, Lotbury, Brosd- 
jflreel, Finch-lane, CumhiU.CUeaifaide, St. M""*^'' 
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St. Ann's kne, h^lt the pikes nnder the wall hi 
Noble-street, draw up the firelocks facing the Gold- 
smithls-hall, make ready and face to the left, and 
fire ; and so ditto three times. Beat to arms, and 
march round the hall, as up Lad-lane, Gutter-lane, 
Honey-lane, and so wheel to the right, and make 
your salute to my lord, and so down St. Ann's- 
lane, up Aldersgate-street, Barbican, atid draw up 
in Red-cross-street, the right at St. Paurs-alley in 
the rear. March off lieutenant-general with half 
tiie body up Beech-lane; he sends a sub-division 
up Kiiig's-head-court, and takes post in it, and 
marches two divisions round into Ked-Kpn-market, 
to defend tliat pass, and succour the division in 
King's-head-court ; but keeps in White-cross-street, 
fELcing Beech-lane, the rest of the body ready drawn 
op. Then the general marches up ^ Beech-iane, is 
attacked, but forces the division in the court into 
the maricet, and enters with three divisions, wfail^ 
he presses the lieutenant-general's main body ; and 
lEit the same time the three divisions force those of 
the revolters out of the market, and so all the lieu- 
tenant-generars body retreats into Chiswell- street, 
and lodges two divisions in Grub-street ; and as the 
general marches on, tiiey fall on his flatdt, but soon 
made to give way : but having t retreiating-place 
in Red-lion-court, but could not hold it, being put 
to flight tihrough Paul's-alley, and pursued by the 
general's grenadiers, while he marcnes up and at- 
tacks their main body, but are opposed again by a 
party of fien that lay in Black-raven-court; but they 
are forced also to retire soon in the utmost confu- 
sion, and at the same time, those brave divisions in 
Paul's-alley ply their rear with grenadoes, that with 
precipitation they take to the rout along Bunhill- 
row : so the general marches into the Artillery- 
ground, and being drawn up, finds llie revoltitkg 
party to have found entrance, and makes a show as 
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if for a battle, and both e 

1(1 fire by platoons.' 

Much niif^ht he. saiil for the improvement of thU 

stem : which, for its stvle Biiil invention, may in- 
struct generals and their biiitoriiins, both in fishting 
a battle, and describing it when it is over. These 
elegant expressions ' ditto— and so^ — but soon—hut 
havinii; — but could not — but are — but they — Hnds 
the party to have found,* &c. do certainly give great 
life and spirit to the relation. 

Indeed, I am extremely concerned for the lieu- 
tenant-general, who, by his overthrow and defeat, 
is made a deplorable instance of the fortune of war. 
anil vicissitudes of human affairs. He, alas I has 
lost, in Beech-lane and Chisw ell -street, all the glery 
he lately gained in and about Holborn and Sl 
Giles's. The art of subdividing first and dividiog 
afterwards, is new and surprising: and according to 
this method, the troops are disposed in KJng's-head- 
court and Re d-l ion- market : nor is the conduct of 
these leaders less conspicuous in their choice of the 
ground or field of battle. Happy vras it, that the 
greatest part of the achievements of this day was 
to be performed near Grub-street, that there might 
not be wanting a sufficient number of faithful his- 
torians, who, being eye-witnesses of these wonders, 
should impartially transmit them to posterity ! But 
then, it can never be enough regretted, that we are 
left in the dark as to the name and title of that ex- 
traordinary hero, who commanded the divisions in 
Paul's-altey ; especially because those divisions are 
justly styled brave, and accordingly were to paah 
the enemy along Bunhill-row, and thereby occasion 
« general battle. But Pallas appeared in the form 
of a shower of rain, and prevented the slaughter and 
desolation which were threatened by these extra- 
ordinary preparations. 
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Hi motus anim&rumy atque luee certanthm tatUa 
Pulveris exiguijactu e<nnpre$$a qmescunt, 

ViRG. (reorg. iv, 86. 

Yet all those dreadfiil deeds, tiiis doubtful fray, 
A cast of scatter'd dust will soon allay. 

l)RYDfeN. 

WiU's Coffee-house, July 13. 

Some part of the company keep up the old way of 
conversation in this place, which usually turned 
upon the examination of nature, and an inquiry into 
the manners of men. There is one in the room so 
very judicious, that he manages impertinents with 
the utmost dexterity. It was diverting this evening 
to hear a discourse between him and one of thes^ 
gentlemen. He told me, before that person joined 
us, that he was a questioner, who, according to his 
description, is one who ai^ks questions, not with a 
design to receive information, but an affectation to 
show his uneasiness for want of it. He went on in 
aiBserting, that there are crowds of that modest am- 
bition, as to aim no farther than to deijionstrate that 
^ey are in doubt. By this time Will Whyttot was 
sdt down by us. ' So, gentlemen,' says he, < in 
how ihany days think you shidl we be masters of 
Toumay? Is the account of the action of the 
Yivarois to be depended upon? Could you have 
imagined England had so much money in it as you 
see it has produced ? Pray, Sirs, what do you think? 
Will the i)uke of Savoy make an itruption into 
France ? But,' says be, * time will cleat all these 
mysteries.' His answer to himself gave me the 
altitude of his head, and to all his questions I thus 
answered very satisfactorily. — ' Sir, have you heard 
that this Slaughterford* never owned the fact for 
wbich he died ? Have the newspapers mentioned 
that matter ? But, pray, can you tell ine what ]4e- 

* A fellow hanged for the murder of his sweatheaH. 
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■bod nil) ba tdcen to provide f 
Bnttbia, &s you nay, tine will clear.' 'Ay, a;.' 
says he, Hod whimpers me. 'they will never let us 
iato these thiiig;s beforehand.' I whispered liim 
■gain, ■ We shall know it as soon as there ii a pro- 
clamation.' He tells me in the other ear. ' You 

• are in the right of it,' Then he whispered toy friend, 
to know what roy name was : then made an oblig- 
ing bow, and went to examine another table, Thia 
led my Friend and me to weigh this wandering miu)- 
ner in many other incidents, and he took out of bis 
pocket several little not«s or tickets to solicit for 
Totcs to employments : as, Mr. John Taplash hiT- 
iog served euI offices, and being reduced to great 
poverty, desires your vote for »ingin^ clerk of this 
parish. Another has had ten children, all whom his 
wife has suckled hersetf; therefore humbly desires 
to he a school-master.' 

There is nothing so frt^quent aa this way of appli- 
cation for ofBces. It is not that you are fit for &e 
Slace, but because the place would be convenient 
>r you, that you claim a merit to it. But commend 
me to the great Kirleus, who has lately set up fur 
midwifery, and to help childbirth, for no other 
reason, but that he is himself tlie ' Unborn Doctor.' 
The way is, to hit upon something that puts the 
vulgar upon the stare, or toucties tneir corapaaiion, 
which is often the weakest part about us. 1 know a 
good lady, who has taken ncr daughters from their 
old dancing-master, to place them with another, for 
no other reason, but because the new man has broke 
his leg, which is so ill set, that he can never dauce 

From my men Apartment, July 13. 

As it is a frequent mortification to me to receive 

letters, wherein people tell me, without a name, they 

know I meant Inem in such and such a passage; ao 

that very accusation is en argument, that t' 



X"" 42. TATLBR. :299 

such beings in human life, as fall under our descrip- 
tion , and that our discourse is not altogether fantas- 
tical and groundless. But in this case I am treated 
as I saw a boy was the other day, who gave out 
pocky bills : every plain fellow took it that passed 
by, and went on his way without further notice : 
and at last came one with his nose a little abridged ; 
who knocks the lad down, with a ' Why, you son 

of a w e, do you think I am p — d V But Shak- 

speare has made the best apology for this way of 
talking against the public errors : he makes Jacques, 
in the play called, ' As you like it^ express himself 
thus : 

* Why, who cries out on pride. 

That can therein tax any private party ? 

What woman in the city do I name, 

When that I say, the city woman bears 

The cost of princes on unworthy shoulders/ 

Who can come in and say that I mean her. 

When such a one A she, such is her neighbour? 

Qr, what is he of basest function, 

That says his bravery is not on my cost? 

Thinking that I mean him, but therein suits 

His folly to the mettle of my speech. 

There then ! How then ? Then let me see wherein 

My tongue hath wrong'd him : if it do him right. 

Then he hath wrong'd himself: if he be free. 

Why then my taxing like a wild goose flies, 

Unclaim*d of any man. 
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CeUbrare domestica facia. 



* To celebrate domestic deeds.' N. 

From my awn Apartment, July 15. 

Looking over some old papers, I found a tittle 
treatise, written by my great-grandfather, conpem- 
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in^ bribery, and thought his manoer of tresting ihit 
subject not unworthy my remark. Me there has t 
di^ession concei'niD^ a possibility, that io Bume 
circuniBtances a man may receire an Injury, and y«l 
be conscious to himself that he deserves it There 
are abundance of fine things said on the subject; 
but the whole wrapped up in so much jingle and pun, 
which was the wit of those times, that it is scarci? 
intelligible; but 1 thought the desijt;!! was well 
cnougb in the followini; isketch of an old geat]eniw)'ii 
poetry : for in this case, where two are rival* for 
the same thing, and propose to obtain it by presepti. 
he that attempts the judgr' "^ 



i of 
dojfgrel r 



y presepti. 
lalting hiiu 



log 



honesty, by n 
'ward, ouglit not to complain whtn lie 
I better bidder. The good olil 



'A pour niau unco ajudg« besought 

Tu Judge aright hia CHUse, 
And Willi a )iut of oil salutes 

This judger of the laws, 
" Mj friend," iguoth he, " thy ci 

He ftlad away did trudgG ; 
Aann hia wealthy foe did come 

Before this partial judge. 
' A hag well fed this churl presents. 



nufia 



I right 



And CI 

The hog received, the poor m 

Was judg'd not worth a st 
' Therewith he cried, " O ! iiajtial Judge, 

Thf doom has me undone : 
When oil I gave, my cause was good. 



But Dl 
" Poor man," quoth he, " I thee 

A ad aee Ihy cauaaiufail : 
A hog came since into my house, 

And broke thy pot of oil."' 






Will't Coffee-htme, July 15. 

The discourse happened this evening to faJl upon 

chaiacters drawn in plays ; and a gentleman le- 
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marked, tbat lliere was no metibod in the world of 
knowing the taste of an age, or period of time, so 
goody as by the observations of the persons repre- 
sented in their comedies. There were several in- 
stances produced, as Ben Jonson's bringing in a 
fellow smoking, as a piece of foppery ; ' but,' said 
tiie gentleman who entertained us on this subject, 
* diis matter is no where so observable as in the dif- 
ference of the characters of women on the stage in 
^e last age, and in this. It is not to be supposed 
that it was a poverty of genius in Shakespeare, that 
his women made so small figure in his dialogues ; 
but it certainly is, that he drew women as they then 
were in life ; for that sex had not in those days that 
freedom in conversation ; and their characters were 
mily, that they were mothers, sisters, daughters, 
BSki wives, libere were not iken among the ladies, 
shining wks and politicians, viriwmB, free-thinkers, 
and disputants ; nay, there was hardly such a crea- 
ture even as a coquette : but vanity had quite ano- 
th^ turn, and the most conspicuous woman at that 
time of day was only, the best housewife. Were it 
possible to bring into life an assembly of matrons of 
thffct age, and introduce the learned Lady VToodby 
into their company, they would not believe the same 
nation could produce a creature so unlike any thing 
th^ ever saw in it. 

* But these ancients would be as much astonished 
to see in the same age so illustrious a pattern to all 
who love things praise-worthy as the divine As- 
pasia.*^ Methinks, I now see her walking in her 
garden like our first parent, with unaffected charms, 

* The charftcter of Aspasia was written by Mr. Congreve ; 
and the person meant was Lady Elizabeth Hastings. See 
tiie authority lor tids, with a^ edifying account of tlus extra- 
^idiniurir jl^y^ a|id h^x benefoctions, in ^ book in folio, en- 
UtM, ^'.^f^oricap fin4 Chaxapters^ ^c.'' London, 1741^ 
printed for John H^ilford, p. 780. 
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before beauty bad Bpectators, and bearing cdeMid 
coniciouH virtue in her aspect. Her countenance 
M llie lively picture of her mind, which ia the seat 
of honour, truth, compassion, knowledge, and in- 
I BDceDce. 

" There dwell, the bcotd a( vice, and pitj loo." 
In the midst of the raoat ample fortune, and veo^' 
ration of all that behold and know her, without the 
least affectation, she consults retirement, the con- 
templation of her own being;, and that Supreme 
tr which bestowed it. Without the learning nt' 
acfaooU, or knowledge of a long course of argu- 
ments, she goes on in & steady course of uninter- 
rupted piety and virtue, and adds to the severity 
and privacy of the last age all the treedom and euie 
of this. 'I he language and mien of a court she is 
pOHsesKed of in the highest degree; but the sim- 
plicity and humble thoughts of a cottage are her 
more welcome entertainments. Aspasia is a femsJe 
philosopher, who dues out only live up to the resig- 
- nation of the most retired lives of the ancient sagea, 
but also to the schemes and plans which they thought 
beautiful, though inimitable. This lady is the most 
exact economist, without appearing busy ; the most 
strictly virtuous, without tasting the praise of it; 
and shuns applause with as much industry, as others 
do reproach. Tbis character is so particular, that it 
will very easily be lixed on her only, by all tliat 
know her; but I dare say, she will be the last that 
finds it out. 

But, alas ! if we have one or two such ladies, 

lany dozens are there like the restless Polu- 

, who is acquainted with alt the world but 

': who has the appearance of all, and pos- 

.ff BO one virtue: she has, indeed, in her 

B absence of vice, but her discourse is the 

lltory of it : nnd it is apparent, when she 

b criminB.! f^tiVificn.t\(>n& it Qthers, that 

a on\y a tPsWamV, "wSAv » cftrtMa mvi..- 
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ture of envy. She is so perfectly opposite to the 
character of Aspasia, that as vice is terrible to her 
only as it is the object of reproach, so virtue is 
agreeable only as it is attended with applause.' 

St. James's Coffee-house, July 15. 

It is now twelve of the clock at noon, and no mail 
come in ; therefore, I am not without hopes that the 
town will allow me the liberty which my brother 
news-writers take, in giving them what may be for 
their information in another kind, and indulge me in 
doing an act of friendship, by publishing the follow- 
ing account of goods and moveables. 

%* This is to give notice, that a magnilficent 
palace, with great variety of gardens, statues, and 
'watier- works, may be bought cheap in Drury-lane, 
where there are likewise several castles to be dis- 
posed of, very delightfully situated ; as also groves^ 
woods, forests, fountains, and country-seats, with 
very pleasant prospects on all sides of them ; being 
the moveables of Christopher Rich, Esquire, who 
is breaking up house-keeping, and has many curious 
pieces of furniture to dispose of, which may be seen 
between the hours of six and ten in the evening. 

THE INVENTORY. 

Spirits of right Nantz brandy, for lambent flames 
and apparitions. 

Three bottles and a half of lightning. 

One shower of snow in the whitest French paper. 

Two showers of a browner sort, 

A sea, consisting of a dozen large waves; the 
tenth bigger than ordinary, and a little damaged. 

A dozen and a half of clouds, trimmed with black, 
and well-conditioned. 

A rainbow, a little faded. 

A set of. clouds after the French mode, streakec^ 
with lightning, and furbelowed. 

A new moon something deca^e^. 
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A pint of the liiieNt Spanish wash, beinf; all 
that ia left out of two hogsheads sent uvcr Urt 

A coach very finely gitt, and little used, with » 
pair of dragons, to be sold cheap. 

A setting-sun, a peiinyworth. 

An imperial mantle made for Cyrua the Great, ind 
worn by Julius Ciesar, Bajuzet, King Hairy th« 
Eighth, and Signur Valentini. 

A basket-hilted sword, very OOTenlent to iutj 
milk in. 

Roxauii's night-gown. 

Othello's handkerchief. 

The i in pt rial roheaof Xerxes, never worn but once. 

A wild boar killed bv Mrs. TofU and Diocleiiwi. 

A serppnt to sting Cleopatra. 

A raustard-bowl to make thunder with. 

Another of a bigger sort, by Mr. D s's" 

directions, little used. 

X elbow-chairs, very expert in country-dances, 
witii six flower-pots for their partners. 

The whiskers of a Turkish Bassa. 

Tile complexion of a murderer 
sisting of a large piece of burnt 
black peruke. 

A suit of clothen for a ghost, " 

a doublet curiously pinked, and a coat with three 
great eyelet-holes upon the breast, 

A bale of red Spanish wool. 

Modern plots, commonly known by the name of 
trap-doors, ladders of ropes, Tixard-mtiS(|uea, and 
tables with broad carpets over tliem. 

Three oak-cudgeU, with one of crab-tree; all 
bought for the use of Mr. Pinkethman. 

Materials for dancing ; as masquer, castsBets, sad 
a ladder of ten rounds. 

Aurengexebe'a scymitar, made by Will. Bnwa 
in Piccadilly. 

• John Dennii, the celebrated critic. 
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A plmne of feathers, never used but by Oedipus 
9Bd the Earl of Essex. 

There are also swords, halberds, sheep-hooks, 
cardinals' hats, turbans, drums, gallipots, a gibbet, 
a cradle, a rack, a cart-wheel, an altar, an helmet, 
a. back-piece, a breast-plate, a bell,' a tub, and a 
jointed baby. 

These are the hard shifts we intelligencers are 
forced to ; therefore our readers ought to excuse us, 
if a westerly wind, blowing for a fortnight together, 
generally fills every paper with an order of battle ; 
when, we show our martial skill in every line, and 
apcording to the space we have to fill, we range our 
nien in squadrons and battalions, or draw out com- 
pany, by company, and troop by troop; ever ob- 
serving that no muster is to be made, but when the 
wind is in a cross-point, which often happens at the 
end of a campaign, when half the men are deserted 
or killed. The Courant is sometimes ten deep, his 
ranks close : the Post-boy is generally in files, for 
greater exactness ; and the Post-man comes down 
upon you rather after the Turkish way, sword in 
hand, pell-mell, without form or discipline ; but sure 
to bring men enough into the field ; and wherever 
they are raised, never to lose a battle for want of 
numbers. 
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— — Beii€ numfnahnn deeorat Suadela Venusque, 

HOR. 

The goddess of persuasion forms his train. 
And Venus decks the well-bemone^i'd swain. 

FRANCIS. 

White's Chocolate-house i July 18. 
I WRITE from hence at present to complain, that 
wit and merit are so little encouraged by people of 
rank and quality, that the wits of the age are obliged 

2d 3 
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to run within Temple-bar for iMtronage. There ita 
deplorable instance of tliiB kinil in the c«Be of Mr, 
D'lTrfey, whn has iledicaleil his inimitable comedy, 
ealled ' The Muilern Prophets,' to a worthy knigtrt, 
to whom, it seems, he had before communicated his 
^Bti, which wan, ' To ridicule the ridiculers of oui 
eatablislied doctrine,' I have elHewhere celebrated 
the contrivance of this excellent drama ; but waa 
not, nntil I read the dedication, wholly let into the 
religious design of it. I ain alVaid, it has suffered 
ffiscontiDuancc at this gay end of the town, for bo 
itlier reason but the pie^ of the purpose. There is, 
however, in this epistle, the true life of paneji^rical 
berfortnance ; and I do not doubt, but if the patron 
Vould part with it, 1 can help him to others with 
^od pretensions to it, \iz. of ' uncommon under- 
Standing,' who will give liim as much as he gave for 
It. I know perfectly well a noble person, whom 
these words (which are the body of the panegyric) 
would fit to a hair. 

* ' Your easiness of humour, or rather your bar- 
BiontouB disposition, is so admirably mixed with yotrt 
'Composure, that the rugged cares and disturbance 
that public affairs bring with it, which does so v«xa- 
tioualy affect the heads of other great men of bnsi- 
nesH, /tc. does scarce ever ruflle your unclouded 
brow so much as with a frowit. And what above 
all is nraise-worthy, you are so far from diinldng 
yourself better tliao others, that a flourishing and 
opulent fortune, which, by a certain natural corrup- 
tion in its quality, teldom fails to infect other pos- 
eessots with pride, seems in this case as if only 
providentially disposed to enlarge your humility. 

' But I find, Sir, I am now got into a very large 
field, where though I could with great ease raise a 
number of plnnls m ndation to your merit of this 
ptnuditory nature ; yet, for fear of an author's gene- 
rSl vice, onA that the plain justice I have t 
• An cxttucVdom WJifeV**'!*'*'*'^"^ 
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irliDiild by my proceeding, and other's mistaken 
judgment, be imagined tiattery, a. thing the blunt- 
aesB of my nature does not care to be concerned 
with, and which I also know you abomina.t«. 

It ia wonderful to »ee how many judges of these 
fine things spring up every day by the rise of stocks, 
mnd other elegant methods of abridging the way to 
learning and criticism. But I do hereby forbid all 
dedications to any persons within the city of London ; 
except Sir Francis," Sir Stephen, and the Bank, 
will take epigrams and epistles as value received 
for their notes ; and tlie East India Company accept 
.of heroic poems for their sealed bonds. Upon 
which bottom our publishers have full power to treat 
with the city in behalf of us authors, to enable traders 
to become patrons and fellows of the Royal Society ,t 
as well as to receive certain degrees of skill in the 
Latin aud Greek tongues, according to the quantity 
of tbe commodities which they take otf our hands. 

1^ Grecian. Coffee-Jiotue, July 18, 

P^ The learned have so long laboured under the im- 
I Station of dryness and dulnesa in their accounts of 
their phenomena, that an ingenious gentleman of our 
society has resolved to write a system of philosophy 
in a more lively method, both as to the matter and 
language, than has been hitherto attempted. He 
read to us the plan upon which he intends to pro- 
ceed. I thought his account, by way of fable of 
the worlds about us, had so much vivacity in it, that 
I could not forbear transcribing his hypothesis, to 
• Sir Francis and Sir Stephpa were evidcnUy bBnkers of 
ihe times; and of those the two most eminent were Sir 
Francis Child and Sir Sleiihen Evoiioe. The latter was miDed, 
it is thuuElit, in the South -sea jear. 

t Mr. Whislop, alluded lu in the following part of this 
paper, nas at this time proposed as a Member of the Rojad 
Society, and rejected. The piwtcnded account of hie hypo- 
thesis that follows is mere pleasantry, and not a quoUtkiQ 
" '^■""11 hie booii, or any true account of tiis ■ Theory.' 
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^ve the reader a taste of my frieixls'a tieSt 
ii now in the pross. 

I ' The inferior deities, having desigoed on a dsy 
to play a game at t'outball, kneaded together a nom- 
lierleBA collection of dancing; atoms into the farm 
of seven rolling globes : and, that nature might be 
,kept from a dull inactivity, each separate particle is 
(endued with a. principle of motion, or a power of 
■attraction, whereby all the several parcels of matter 
draw each other proportjonably to their magnitudes 
;«nd distances, into such n remarkable variety of dif- 
•ferent forms, as to produce all the wonderful ap- 
|Karances we now observe in empire, philosophy, 
and religion. But to proceed : 

' At the beginning of the game, each of the globes, 
being struck forward with a vast violence, ran out of 
«ight, and wandered in a straight line through the 
inlinite spacra. The nimble deities pursue, breath- 
less almost, and spent in the eager chace: each of 
them caught hold of one, and stamped it with his 
name ; as Satuni, Jupiter, Mars, anil so of the rest. 
To prevent this inconvenience for the future, the 
aeven are condemned to a precipitation, which in 
our inferior style we call gravity. Thus the tan- 
^nlial and centripetal forces, by their counter- 
Btruggte, make the celestial bodies describe an 
exact elipsis.' 

There will he added to this an appendix, in de- 
fence of the first day of the term according to the 
Oxford almanack, by a learned knight of this realm, 
with an apology for the said knight's manner of 
-dress ; proving, that his habit, according to this 
hypothesis, is the true modem and fashionable ; 
and that buckles are not to be worn by this system, 
until the tenth of March in the year 1714, which. 
according to the computation of some of our greatest 
divines, is to bo the first year of the mitlatium; 
which blessed age all habits will be reduced to 
jmitirc! aimplir.il.^ ; anAwW^NM ^ViiWioWi'w.V 
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to haye p^n^teted in a constancy of dreM, in spite 
of all the allnrenients of prophane and heathen habits, 
shall be rewarded with a never-fading doublet of a 
^OHsand years. All points in the system, which are 
doubted, shall be attested by the knight's extempo- 
rary oath, for the satisfaction of his readers. 

Wiir$ Coffee-house, July 18. 

We were upon the heroic strain this evening ; and 
the question was, 'What is the true sublime?' 
Many very good discourses happened thereupon; 
after which a gentleman at the table, who is, it 
seems, writing on that subject, assumed the argu- 
ment ; and though he ran through many instances 
of sublimity from the ancient writers, said, ^ he 
had hardly known an occasion wherein the true 
greatness of soul which animates a general in 
aetion is so well represented, with regard to the 
person of whom it was spoken, and the time in 
which it was writ, as in a few lines in a modem 
poem. There is,' continued he, * nothing so forced 
and constrained, as what we frequently meet with 
in tragedies ; to make a man under the weight of 
great sorrow, or full of meditation upon what he is 
soon to execute, cast about for a simile to what he 
himself is, or the Ihing which he is going to act: 
but there is nothing more proper and' natural for a 
poet, whose business is to describe, and who is 
spectator of one in that circumstance, when his 
mind is working upon a great image^ and that the 
ideas hurry upon his imaginatioa — I say, there is 
nothing so natural, as for a poet to relieve and clear 
himself from the burden of thought at that time, 
by uttering his conception in simue and metaphor. 
The highest act of the mind of man is to possess 
itself with tranquillity m imminent danger, and to 
have its thoughts so free, as to act at that time 
without perplexity* The ancient authors have com- 
pared this sedate counyga Vi % Tock Hn^ f «sittm« 
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iaunoreable amidst the rage of wiads and wavei; 
but (bat is too atu|ii(l and inaiumate a »imilitudii, 
and could do no credit to tlie hero. At other time) 
ftey art' all of them woDderfully obliged to a Libyan 
tioD, which may gire indeed very apeeable tenon 
to n description, but is no compliment to the peraoa 
to whom it is applied : eagles, tigers, and wolves, 
are made use ol' on the same occasion, and very 
often with much beauty : but this is still an honour 
ioae to the brute mther than the hero. Mart, 
Pallas, Bacchus, and Hercules, have each of tben 
fuminhed very good similes in their lim^, and made, 
doubtless, u greater iuipression on the mind of a 
liealheii, than tbuy have on that of a modern rcader- 
^itt the sublime image that I am talking of, and 
.which 1 really think as great as ever entered ioio 
the tliought of man, is in the noem called ' The 
Campaigne*;' where the simile of a ministering nogcl 
■etit forth the most sedate and the must active 
Oourage, engaged in an uproar of nature, a confusion 
of elements, and a scene of divine vengeance. Add 
to all, Utat these lines compliment the general and 
his queen at the same tinne, and have all the natural 
horrors heightened by the image that was still {te*h 
in the mind of every reader :* 

' 'Twas Ihen great Marlbri)'! mlglity boiiI wax pruv'd. 
That, in tho shock ol' charging liosti uamov'd. 
Amidst ciinfuBiuD, hnrror and despair, 
Exuniu'd all the dreadful ecenes ofirai . 
la peacerul IhoQght the field of death surrey *d, 
To fainting iqaadrons sent the timel; aid, 
lna|iii'd repuls'd battalioas to ougago, 
And tauRlit the doubtful battle nbere U) rage. 
80 when an Angel, by divine command, 
Witli rising lompeets shakes a guilty loiid, 
Snch as o I late o'er pale Britannia past, 
Calm and serene he drives the I'urioua blast; 

■ By Addison, published in 
" The author alludes here- to thv terrible tempests n 
hnpppnedin November, 1703, and made sod havoc in " " 
and in loversl other parts of Europe. 
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Andy pleas'd the Almighty's orders to perform, 
Rides in the whirlwind, and directs the storm, f 

The whole poem is so exquisitely noble and poetic, 
that I think it an honour to our nation and language. 
The gentleman concluded his critique on this 
work, by saying that ' he esteemed it wholly new, 
and a wonderful attempt to keep up the ordinary 
ideas of a march of an army, just as they happened, 
in so warm and great a style, and yet be at once 
familiar and heroic. Such a performance is a chro- 
nicle as well as a poem, and will preserve the 
memory of our hero, when all the edifices and 
statues erected to his honour are blended with 
common dust.' 

St. James's Coffee-house, July 18. 

Letters from the Hague, of the twenty-third in- 
stant, N. S. say, that the allies were so forward in 
the seige of Tournay, that they were preparing for a 
general assault, which it was supposed would be 
made within a few days. Des<erters from the town 
gave an account, that the garrison were carrying 
their ammunition and provisions into the citadel, 
which occasioned a tumult among the inhabitants of 
the town. The French army had laid bridges over 
the Scarp, and made a motion as if they intended to 
pass that river: but, though they are joined by the 
reinforcement expected from Germany, it was not 
believed they would make any attempt towards re- 
lieving Tournay. Letters from Brabant sav, there 
has been a discovery made of a design to deliver up 
Antwerp to the enemy. The states of Holland have 
agreed to a general naturalization of all protestants 
who shall fly into their dominions : to which pur- 
pose a proclamation was to be issued within a few 
days. 

They write from France, that the great misery and 
want under which that nation has so long laboured 

t Psalm cxlyiii. 8. 
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has ended in a pestilence, which beg;&n lo appeiir in 
Burgundy and Dauphin^. They add, that in llie 
town of Macon, three hundred persons had Ai«i in 
the space of ten days. Letters from Lisle, of ths 
twenty' fourth instaut advise, that great numbers of 
deserters came daily into that city, the most part of 
whom are dragoons. Letters from France mt. 
that the Loire having; overfloned its bank*, hath lud 
the countiy under water for three hundred mSm 
together. 

N' 44. THURSDAY, JULY 21, IV 



NutlU amur ttl mtdicabilii kerbit. i 

' No herb, alul can cure the panp orlove.' 

White'i Chocolate- hatuc, July 18. 
This day, passing throuuh Covent-gardpn, I wan 
stopped in the piazza bv Pacolet, to observe what 
he called the triumph of luve and vouth. 1 turned 
to the object he pointed at, and wnere [ saw a ^y 
gilt chariot, drawn by fresh prancing horses ; (Ik 
coachman with a new cuckaiie, and the lacqueys 



4olence and plenty in their countenances, 
asked immediately, ' What young heir 



I 

lover 



owned that glittering equipage.' Uut my compa- 
nion iuteiTupted ; ' Do you not see there the mourn- 
ing ^sculapius*?' 'The nmurning?' said I. 'Yes 
Isaac,' said Pacolet, ' he is in deep mourning, and is 
the languishing, hopeless lover of the dying Hebe, 
the emblem of youth and beauty. The excellent 
and learned sage you behold in that furniture is the 
strongest instance imaginable, that love is the most 
powerful of all things. 

' You are not so ignorant as to be a stranger lo 
the character of ^sculapius, as the patron and most 
successful of all who profess the art of medicine. 
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'But as noft of hk operations are owing to a natural 
sagacity or impulsey he has very little troubled him- 
8e& wiUi the doctrine of drugs, but has always given 
nature more room to help herself, than any of her 
learned assistants; and, consequently, has done 
greater wonders than is in the power of art to per- 
form : for which reason he*is half deified by the peo- 
ple ; and has ever been justly courted by all the 
world, as if he were a seventh son. 

'It happened, that the charming Hebe was re- 
duced by a long a violent fever, to the most extreme 
danger of death; and when all skiU failed, they sent 
for JSsottla|MU8. The renowned artist was touched 
with the deepest compassion to see the faded charms 
and faint bloom of Hebe ; and had a generous con- 
cern in beholding a struggle, not between life, but 
rather between youth and death. All his skill and 
his passion tended to the recovery of Hebe, beautiful 
even in sickness; but, alas! the unhappy physician 
knew not that in all his care he was only sharpening 
darts for his own destruction. In a word, his fortune 
was the same with that of the statuary, who fell in 
love with the image of his own making; and the un* 
fortunate ^sculapius is become the patient of her 
whom he lately recovered. Long before this disas- 
ter, ^sculapius was far gone in tbe unnecessary and 
superfluous amusements of old age, and increasing 
unweildy stores, and providing in the midst of an in- 
capacity of enjoyment of what he had, for a supplv 
of more wants than he had calls for in youth itseu. 
But these low considerations are now no more, and 
love has taken place of avarice, or rather is become 
an avarice of another kind, which still urges him to 
pursue what he does not want. But, behold the 
metamorphosis ; the anxious mean cares of an usurer 
are turned into the languishments and complaints of 
a lover. '' Behold,'^ says the aged .£sculapius, ** I 
submit ; I own, great Love, thy empire : pity, Hebe, 

^ VOL I. 2 E 



tl4 TATLEK. 

tiiefopvrhiehyouhHveinade. What have 1 to dowiA 
gitJiof; but on pills? YetO fair ! IW the I sit amidst 
a crowd uf painted deities on my chariot buttooed in 

, gold, clasped in gold, without having any value foe 
that beloved nietnl, but as it adorns the persons, and 
Iftcea the hat, of thy dying lover. I aslc not to im, 

' O Hebel i^ive me but gentle death: E»9Hr<i, 
^„rm; that is all I implore." 

When ^sculapiuH had rinished his complunt, 
Pacolet went on in deep morals on the uncertainly 
of riches, with this remarkable exclamation: '0 
wealth ! how impotent art tliuu I and how little dost 
lliou supply U8 with real happiness, when the usurer 
himself can forget tliee tor tne love of wbat is a» 
foreign to his felicity as thon art!' 

WiU'i Coffee-kmite, July 10. 
The company here, who have all a delicate tasle 
for theatrical repreiientations, had made a gathering 
to purchase the moveables of the neighbouring play- 
house, for the encouragement of one which is setting 
up in the Ilay-market. But the proceedings at the 
auction, by which melliod the goods have been sold 
this evening, have been bo unfair, that this generous 
design has been frustrated ; for the imperial mantle 
made for Cyrus was inissing, and also the chariot 
and two dragons : but upon examination it was found, 
that a gentleman of Hampshire had clandestinely 
bought them both, and is gone down to his country 
seat; and that on Saturday last he passed tiirough 
Staines, attired in that robe, and drawn by the sud 
dragons, assisted by two only of his own horses. 
This theatrical traveller has also left orders with Mr. 
Hallf to send the fated rainbow to the scourer's, and 
when it comes home, to dispatch it after him. At 
the same time Christopher Rich I esquire, is invited 
• A Greek word, tbst stgntfles fiasy death, which wt» thB 
common wisb of tbe emperur Augustus, 
f A noted aucltoHeer uf ttvoaatuuea. 

k JTbe palentee QtllruTi-\iHie^\B.T-^im««. -siyuJii ■vu.^Ecik). 

bp about this time by an otAtw iiwt* *i»t ^^■^ t;>— -._»-;_ 
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to bring down his setting-sun himself, and be box- 
keeper to a theatre erected by this gentleman near 
Southampton. Thus there has been nothing but 
artifice in the management of this affair; for which 
reason I beg pardon of the town, that I inserted the 
inventory in my paper ; and solemnly protest, I knew 
nothing of this artful design of vending these rarities ; 
but I meant only the good of the world, in that, and 
all other things which I divulge. 

And now 1 am upon the subject, I must do my- 
self justice in relation to an article in a former paper*, 
wherein I made mention of a person who keeps a 
puppet-show in the city of Bath ; I was tender of 
naming names, and only just hinted, that he makes 
larger promises, when he invites people to his drama- 
tic representations than he is able to perform : but I 
am credibly informed, that he makes a prophane, 
lewd jester, whom he calls Punch, speak to the dis- 
honour of Isaac Bickerstaff with great familiarity ; 
and before all my learned friends in that place, takes 
upon him to dispute my title to the appellation of 
esquire. I think I need not say much to convince 
all the world, that this Mr. Powel, for that is his 
name, is a pragmatical and vain person to pretend to 
argue with me on any subject, mecum certassefere- 
tur; that is to say, it will be an honour to him to 
have it said he contended with me ; but I would have 
him to know, that I can look beyond his wires, and 
and know very well the whole trick of his art; and 
that it i^ only by these wires that the eye of the spec- 
tator is cheated, and hindered from seeing that there 
is a thread on one of Punches chops which draws it 
up, and lets it fall at the discretion of the said Powel, 
who stands behind and plays him, and makes him 
speak saucily of his betters. He! to pretend to 

* All the papers and passages about Powel, the puppet- 
show-man, relate to the controversy between Hoadly ajid 
Offspring Blackall, bishop of Exeter, on which they were in- 
tended as a banter ; it is needless to say that the wit and 
raillery are employed on the side ot Ho^idXi % 
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inftke prologues agunst me I — But a man never 
bebavei* himself with decency in his own case ; there- 
fore I shall <:oinmaiid myself, and never trouble ni 
farther with this little fellow, who is himself but a 
tall puppet, and has not brains enough to make evei 
vood speak as it ought to do: and I, that have heard 
the gmauing board, can despise all that his puppets 
shall bv able to speak as long as they live. But £i 
t/novit lignonot^^t JHercuriia. 'Everylogof wood will 
not make aMeroury.' He lias pretended to write to 
me also from the Bstli, and says he thought to have 
«leferred giring me an answer until he came to hii 
books ; but that my writings might do well with the 
waters; which are pert expressions, that become n i 
ichool-boy better than one that is to t.eauh others: 
* when I have said a civil thiofi; to him, he cries, 

! 1 thank you for that 1 am your humble 

servant fur that.' Ah ! Mr. Powel, ibese smart 
ties will never run down men of learning; I 
' well enough your design is to have all men 
automala, like your ouppets ; but the worli) is grown 
id can look through these thin devices. 
I know your design to make a r^ply to this : but be 
sure you stick close to ray words ; for if you bring 
me into discourse concerning the goveminent of your 
puppets, I roust tell you, *I ueither am, nor have 
been, nor will be, at leisure to answer you.' It is 
really a burning shame this man should be tolerated 
ing the world with such representations of 
things: but his parts decay, and be is not ranch 
more alire than Partridge. 

From my own. Apartment, Julg 14. 
I must beg pardon of my readers, that for this time 
I have, I fear, huddled up my discourse, having 
bnen very busy in helping an old friend of mine ont 
of town. He has a very good estate, and is a man of 
wit ; but he has been three years absent from town, 
^nd cannot bear a jest; for which reason 1 have, 
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with some pains convinced him, that he can no more 
live.here than if he were a downright bankrupt, fi^e 
was so fond of dear London, that he began to fret, 
only inwardly ; but being unable to laugh and be 
laughed at, 1 took a place in the northern coach for 
him and his family ; and hope he has got to-night 
safe from all sneerers iil his own parlour. 

St. James's Coffee-house, July 20. 
This morning we received by express the agree- 
able news of the surrender of the town of Tournay 
on the twenty-eighth instant, N. S. The place was 
assaulted by the attacks of General Schuylemberg, 
and that of General Lottum, at the same time. The 
action at both those parts of the town was very ob- 
stinate, and the allies lost a considerable 'number in 
the beginning of the dispute ; but the fight was con- 
tinued with so much bravery, that the enemy, ob- 
serving our men to be masters of all the posts which 
were necessary for a general attack, beat the cha- 
made, and hostages were received from the town, 
and others sent from thebesiegers, in order to come 
to a formal capitulation for the surrender of the place. 
We have also this day received advice, that Sir 
John Leake, who lies off Dunkirk, had intercepted 
several ships laden with corn from the Baltic ; and 
that the Dutch privateers had fallen in with others, 
and carried them into Holland. The French letters, 
advise that the young son to the Duke of Anjou 
lived but eight days. 
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Credo pudicitiam Saturno rege moratam 

In terris — — Jov. Sat.vi. 1. 

In Saturn's reign, at nature's early birth, 

There was that tMng caU'd chastity on earth. Dryden. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, July 22. 
The other day I took a walk a mile or two out > " 
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town, and HUolling wherever cbancc 1 ... 

•iKifntihly carrie'l into a. by-road, along wUcb w 
a very agreeable quickset, of an extraordimrf bewlil, 
which Rurrounded a very delicious seat aaapuioL 
from one angle of the hed^, 1 heard a voice cry, 

•Sir, Sir!' This raised my curiosity, and I beard 

, Ihf same voice say. but in a gentle tone, ' comtr for- 
ward, come forward!' 1 did so, and one throu^ ibe 
fcedee called me by my name, and bid me go on to 
the T<^fl, and 1 nbould be admitted to visit an old ac- 
quaiiiUnce in dintrcss. The laws of knight erraaUy 

radt! me obey tlie summons without hesitation; and 
wait let in at the back-gate of a lonely house hj a 
aaiil-Brrvant, who carrivd me from room to room 
until 1 came to a gallery ; at the end of which I saw 
M liiic lady, dressed in the most sumptuous habit, as 
if slu; wore going to n ball, but with tbe most abject 
knd di scon solute Norrow ia her face that I ever beheld. 
At I came near, she hurat into tears and cried, 'i^ir, 
do not you know the unhappy Teraminta? 1 soon 
neullucted her whole peraon : ' But,' said 1, * madam, 
the simplicity of dress, in which I have ever seen you 
>t your gouu father's house, un<t the cheerfulness of 
countenance witli which you always appeared, are 
BO unlike the faaliion and temper you are now in, 
that 1 did not easily recover my memory of yoa. 
Your habit was then decent and modest, your looks 
Hrene and beautiful : whence tlien is this unaccoun- 
table change T Nothing can speak go deep a sorrow 
as yoiiT present aspect ; yet your dress is made for 
jollity and revelling V — ' 1 1 ia,' said she, ' An unspeak- 
able uleaaure to meet with one I know,' and to bewail 
myself to any that is not an utter stranger to humanity. 
' When your friend my father died, he left me to 
a wide world, with no defence against the insults of 
fortune ; but rather, a thouaajid snares to entrap me 
in the dangers to which youth and innocence are ex- 
posed, in an age wherein honour and virtue ar e b» 
Come mere words, and used only as they ji 
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betray those who understand them in their native 
sense, and obey them as the guides and motives of 
their being. The wickedest of all men living, the 
abandoned Decius, who has no knowledge of any 
good art or purpose of human life, but as it tends to 
the satisfaction of his appetites, had opportunities of 
frequently seeing and entertaining me at a house 
where mixed company boarded, and where he placed 
himself for the base intention which he has since 
brought to pass. Decius saw enough in me to raise 
his brutal desires, and my circumstances gave him 
hopes pf accomplishing them. But all the glittering 
expectations he could lay before me, joined by my 
private terrors of poverty itself, could not for some 
months prevail upon me ; yet, however I hated his 
intention, I still had a secret satisfaction in his 
courtship, and always exposed myself to his solici- 
tations. See here the bane of our sex ! Let the flat- 
tery be never so apparent, the flatterer never so ill 
thought of, his praises are still agreeable, and we 
contribute to our own deceit I was, therefore, ever 
fond of all opportunities and pretences of being in 
his company. In a word, I was at last ruined by 
him, and brought to this place, where I have been 
ever since immured ; and from the fatal day after 
my fall from innocence, my worshipper became my 
master and my tyrant. 

' Thus you see me habited in the most gorgeous 
manner, not in honour of me as a woman he loves, 
but as this attire charms his own eye, and urges him 
to repeat the gratification he takes in me, as the 
servant of his brutish lusts and appetites. I know 
not where to fly for redress : but am here pining 
away life in the solitude ahd severity of a nun, but 
the conscience and guilt of an harlot. I live in this 
lewd practice with a religious awe of my minister of 
darkness, upbraided with the support I received from 
him, for the inestimable possession of youth, of in- 
nocenoe^ of honour, and conscience. I see, Sir, r 
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r discourse grows painful to you ; 
f to paint it in so strong colours, 
I am discovered to be in hispos! 
[ tamed outof this detestablescc 
I either think no more, or ) 
I writings have tlie good effect of gaJDiDg my enlarge- 
I ment, I promise you I will atone for this unhappy 
step, by preferring an innocent laboriona poverty to 
all the guilty affluence the world can offer me.' 
Wiir» Cofee-house, July 21. 
To show that 1 do not bear any lire conci I cable 
hatred to my mortal enemy, Mr Powel at Bath, I 
do hia function the honour to publish to the world, 
that plays represented by puppets are permitted in 
our universities, and that sort of drama is not wholly 
thought unworthy the criltque of learned beads ; but 
as I hare been conversant rather with the greater 
ode, as I think the ciitics call it, I must be so bum- 
ble as to make a request to Mr Powel, and desire 
him to apply his thoughts ^to answering the difficul- 
ties with which my kinsman, the author of the fol- 
lowing letter, seems to be embarrassed. 
' To my honoured kinsman, IsAAC Bickerstafp, 

Esquire. 
' Froni Mother Caurdon's at Hedington, 
' Dear Cousin, 
' Had the family of the Beadle 
though unworthy, am one, knovi 
lately atO: ' ' ' 



r office, made yoi 



near Oion, June IG. 

itatfs, whereof I, 
I of your being 
name, and in the 



ir short slay here robbed u 
: paying o 



university 9, ai 
ment: but yot 

portunity of paying our due respects, and you of re- 
ceiving an ingenious entertainment, with which we 
at present divert ourselves and strangers. A pap- 
pet-show at this time supplies the want of an act. 
And since the nymphs of tne city are disappointed of 
a luscious music-speech, and the country ladies of 
hearing their sons or brothers speak verses ; yet the 
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Tocal machines, like them, by the help of a prompter, 
say things as much to the benefit of the audience^ 
and almost as properly as their own. The licence of 
a Terr(B Filius, is refined to the well-bred satire of 
Punchenello. Now, cousin Bickerstaff, though 
Punch has neither a French night-cap, nor long 
pockets, yet you must own him to be a pretty fellow, 
a very pretty fellow : nay, since he seldom leaves 
the company without calling son of a whore, de- 
manding satisfaction, and duelling, he must be owned 
a smart fellow too. Yet, by some indecencies to- 
wards the ladies, he seems to be of a tiliird character, 
distinct from any you have yet touched upon. A 
young gentleman who sat next me (for I had the cu- 
riosity ^f seeing this ent^ainment) in a tufted gown, 
red stockings, and long wig (which I pronounce to 
be tantamount to red heels, and a dangling cane), 
was enraged when Punchenello disturbed a soft love 
scene with his ribaldry. You would oblige us 
mightily by laying down some rules for adjusting 
the extravagant behaviour of this Almaazor of the 
play, and by writing a treatise on this sort of dra- 
matic poetry, so much favoured, and so little under-* 
stood, by the learned world. 

' From its being conveyed in a cart after the 
Thespian manner, ail the parts being recited by one 
person, as the custom was before ^schylus, and 
from the behaviour of Punch, as if he had won the 
goal, you may possibly deduce its antiquity, and 
settle the chronology, as well as some of the modem 
critics. In its natural transitions from mournful to 
merry ; as from the hanging of a lover to dancing 
upon the rope ; from the stalking of a ghost to a 
lady's presenting you with a jig, you may discover 
such a decorum, as is not to be found elsewhere than 
in our tragi-comedies. But I forget myself; it is 
not for me to dictate : I thought fit, dear cousin, to 
give you these hints, to show you that the Beadle- 
staffs do not walk before m«a o1 \^HXfisc% \i^ "cis^ ^ 
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. post- : und that though we do but hald i^^ 
ol' urU and sciences, yel, like other pages, 
now and tlieo let into our ladies' secrets. I i 
kffectioHate kinamaii, 

Benjamin Bbadlestafp.' 

from my men Apartment, Juli/ 23. 
I am got hither safe, but uever spent time with lo 
little tiatisfaction aa this evening; for you must knov 
I was five hours with three merry, and two honeit 
fellows. The former sung catches; and the latter 
eren died with laughing at the noise they made, 
■ Well,' says Tom Bellfrey, * you scholars. Mr. 
Bickerstal)', are the worst company in the world.'— 
'Ay,' says his opponitt-, 'you are dull to-ni^i 
p'yiliee be inerry.' With that 1 huzzaed, nnd took 
a jump across the table, then came clever upon tny 
legs, and fell a litughing. ' Let Mr. Bickerstaff 
' ne,' Hays one of the honest fellows ; - when he is 
i good humour, he '» as good company hi uy 
ti in England.' He. had no sooner spoke but! 
snatched his hat off his head, and clapped it upon 
my own, and burst out a-laughing again ; upon whicb 
wc all fell a-taiighing for half an hour. One of the 
honest fellows got behind me in the interim, and Mt 
me a sound alap on the back ; upon which he got 
tile laugh out of ray hands: and it was such a twang 
on my shoulders, that 1 confess he was much merrier 
than I. 1 was half angry ; but resolved to keen up 
tile good humour of the company ; and after halloo- 
ing as loud as I could possibly, 1 drank of)' a bum- 
per of claret, that made me stare again. ' Nay,' 
says one of the honest fellows, ' Mr. Isaac is in the 
right; there is no conversation in this; what signi- 
fies jumping, or hitting one another on the back t let 
u.t drink about.' We did so from seven of the clock 
iintil eleven ; and now I am come hither, nnd, after 
^nner of the. wise, P^(iva(^wft^, bciy« to reflect 
' passages of l\»c Aa^ . V tevnemWT v.«6i!m?. 
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but that I am bruised to death ; and as it is my way 
to write down all the good things I have heard in 
the last conversation, to furnish my paper, I can 
from this only tell you my sufferings and my bangs. 

I named Pythagoras just now, and I protest to 
you, as he belieyed men after death entered into 
other species, I am now and then tempted to think 
other animus enter into men, and could name seve- 
ral on two legs, that never discover any sentiments 
above what is common with a species of a lower 
kind ; as we see in these bodily wits with whom I 
was to night, whose parts consist in strength and 
activity ; but their boisterous mirth gives me great 
impatience for the return of such happiness as I en- 
joyed in a conversation last week. Among others 
in that company we had Florio, who never interrupt- 
ed any man living when he was speaking; or ever 
ceased to speak but others lamented that he had 
done. His discourse ever arises from the, fulness 
of the matter before him, and not from ostentation 
or triumph of his understanding ; for though he sel- 
dom delivers what he need fear being repeated, he 
speaks without having that end in view; and his for- 
bearance of calumny or bitterness is owing rather to 
his good-nature than his discretion ; for which rea* 
son he is esteemed a gentleman perfectly qualified 
for conversation, in whom a general good-will to 
mankind takes off the necessity of caution and cir- 
cumspection. 

We had at the same time that evening the best 
sort of companion that can be, a good-natured old 
man. This person, in the company of young men, 
meets with veneration for his benevolence ; and is 
not only valued for the good qualities of which he is 
master, but reaps an acceptance from the pardon he 
gives to other men's faults : and the ingenuous sort 
of men with whom he converses, have so just a re- 
gard for him, that he rather is an example, than a 
check, to their behaviout. IBot Vift» x^-a&wi^ ^'«i '^"^-jI 
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Bedo Mver pwitondi to be a mmi of plMmnm Mbn 
ifootht ••• yovDf BBB Mirer Ml «p for wkdoB bclm 
SeMeio: m that yeeMrrerMietyWkere lie kythtM 
HOMAen ef coBTerMlioB, iriio ere grave or m 
eboive dnir yeen. He M^rer coB¥enee bmt win 
fblloiiMe of nstmre mad good seneey where ell that k 
elteied !■ oaiy Ae jeffDCt of e commenicebie taufm^ 
eadteol of f ■eletion to emcel Aeir comfMunoes; all 
deeife of raperiorily beiag a coDtradictioa to tinl 
aprnt which oMJiea a jnat ooeTeniatioiiy the Toy 
eaaea^ of which ia amtoal good will. Heace te it, 
that I tahe it fimr a rule, that the aatval, and act 
Ae aoqaired aiaay ia the ooaipaiiiott. Learniag, wit, 
gallaatry* aad good-breediag, are all but aubordi- 
Mto qaaUtiea in aoeiety, aad are of bo Talne, bet as 
they are iiilNMaTieBt to beneToleDce, aad teikd to a 
eertaia wmmet of beiag or appeariag equal to tte 
iest of the company ; for cooTeraatioB is composed 
of an assembly of men, as they are asen, and not as 
they are distiaguished by fortune: therefore he who 
brings his quality with him into conTersation, shoald 
always pay the reckoning; for he came to receive 

homage, and not to meet his friends. But the 

din about my ears from the clamour of the people I 
was with thb evening, has carried me beyona my 
iateaded purpose, which was to ezplaia upon the 
order of meny follows; bet I think I may pronounce 
of them, as 1 heard good Senecio, with the spice of 
the wit of the last age, say, viz. ' That a merry fl^ 
low is the saddest Mlow m the world/ 
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In order that others may use (his book, 
please retura it as soon as possible, but 
not later than the date due. 




